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RADIO CONTRACTS FOR ACTS 





THEATRES MOST COSTLY FLOP, 


‘LADDER,’ $325,000—STILL RUNS 





Edgar B. Davis, Wealthy Oil Man, Takes Losses 
Easily—Has Given Away $6,000,000—Brock 


Pemberton, Abashed, 





Resigned as Manager 


= 


ARTISTS. ENGAGED 
FOR YA. BY N.B.. 


Ambitious and Departure 








Sustained backing of 
Ladder,” by Edgar B. Davis, hither- 
to unknown in show business, be- 
comes a Broadway classic. 


loss of over $325,000, above any sum 


ever known to have been sunk 


(Continued on page 56) 


PADLOCKED NITE CLUB 





PUSHED INTO PICTURES 


Club Anatol’s Complement 
Also Becomes Outside 
Theatre Ballyhoo 





Mr. Buckner’s shiny padlock 
ehoved the Club Anatol’s comple- 
ment of entertainers and uniforms, 
headed by Anatol Friedland, into 
picture houses. The nite club show 
is at the Stanley, Philadelphia, this 
week with 18 people at $3,500 for 
the week. It will hang onto that 
salary or more for the remainder 
of the route, taking in the Loew 
houses. 

A ballyhoo will decorate the out- 
Bide of the theatres it plays, con- 
Sisting of a canopy, with doorman 
and pagés in uniform. 

Anatol had a pretty ph..e on 54th 
street, and it cost plenty to give 
it that Spanish atmosphere that 
seems to go better with booze. 


(Continued on page 41) 


RELATIVES OF STARS 
WORKING THEIR WAY 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Picture celebrities who have 
brothers on the Coast are not relied 
upon for their influence to place 
them in pictures as _ sinecure 
employees. 

On a payroll of a producing cor- 
poration It was found that doing 
extra work and bits for that or- 
ganization in the past few months 
Were Hal Dix, brother of Richard 
Dix, extra; 








of Adolphe Menjou, bits; King/than when in their previous voca-| # week. : | 
Meighan, brother of Thomas! tions. Ricardo Cortez will play opposite 
Meighan, bits; Buddy de la Motte,| Customers are being convinced! Miss Garbo in the “Karenina” pro- 
brother of Marguerite de Ila Motte,| they are receiving genuine leg: ation | duction, which begins April 6.| 


extra; Lester Bernard, brother of 
the late Barney Bernard, bits 


lotte Greenwood, bits. 


“The| f 


It is 
estimated the show has entailed a 


Henry Menjou, brother! m 


and | 
Barrett Greenwood, brother of Char- | 





A young woman walking up 
to the show manager in a 
theatres, said: 

“Can I see your show?” 

“Courtesies only to the pre- 
fession,” replied the manager, 

“'m in the business,” an- 
awered the girl, “I’m in bur- 
les‘jue,” 

“You must be identified,” he 
said, 

“Okay, mister,” said she, lift- 
ing her skirts. “Look, I've got 
my tights on.” 














BE BARRED OUT 
OF CITIES 


Boston, March 29. 

City Councilor Frederic Dowling 
Monday introduced into the meet- 
ing; of the city council an order 
asking that the license board bar 
Frances (Peaches) Browning if 
booked into this city. 

The order was passed. 








Chicago, March 29. 
Frances “Peaches” Heenan- 
3rowning is booked to open at the 


(Continued on page 63) 


Ex-Members of Embassies 
Selling Bootleg Booze | 


Washington, March 29. 
With all Ats other troubles the | 
State Department now has _ the 
added task of watching the ever 





increasing number of “retiring” 
members of the many embassies 
here. 

Some of these former attaches 


are going in for bootlegging with | 
many living considerably “higher’ 





liquor at $106 a case, 
cent back door sales from an 
embassy direct were disclosed to} 


be re-sales of bootleg stuff. 


“PEACHES” MAY 


der Contract 





The most ambitious step in 


tional Broadcasting 


aggregating $169,000 
artists’ salaries. 


George Olsen is recipient of $50,- 
000 of this, 


contract to the Artists’ 


anteed him for personal services, ex- 


booked for by the N. BC. 


is for salaries to 22 singers and mu- 
sical artists comprising the com- 
bined grand and light opera com- 


(Continued on page 37)’ 


GRETA GARBO SETTLES 





| Former Salary $450 With 
M-G-M—New Contract After 
“Karenina” Finished 





Los Angeles, March 29. 

Greta Garbo, after a long drawn 
battle with Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, 
is reported to have made her peace 
with the organization, resulting in 
| her being withdrawn from a minor 

role in “His Brother from Brazill’ 
| and placed at the head of the cast 
| to appear in “Anna Karenina,” that 
| will be directed by Dimitri Bucho- 
| wetzki. 








ture 
| arrangements will be made 
drawing up a new contract. 
+} salary on the old contract was $450 


despite re-| Gwen Lee has replaced Miss Garbo|He is 


in the cast of “His Brother from} 
Brazil,” directed by Robert Z.} 
Leonard, i 


in Commercial Broadcast- 
ing—George Kelly, Play- 
wright, Guaranteed for 
Lecture Tour—22 Singers 
and Musical Artists Un- 


SCOUTING ABROAD 


the history of commercial radio 
broadcasting, and the first concrete 
indication of radio’s direct bearing 
on the show business, is the Na- 
Corporation’s 
issuance of two contracts this week 
annually for 


to be under personal 
Bureau of 
the N. B. C., Thig sum is guar- 


clusive of the cost of his orchestra 
for various engagements he will be 


The remaining $119,000 contract 


FOR $3,000 WEEKLY 


Miss Garbo, it is understood, will | fF 
work for $3,000 a week for this pic- * 
alone, at the end of which time | 


Ball June 1 and will be 
ry this section, 








+ 


WARWICK CALLS CRITIC “LIAR”; 
“WARWICK ‘BUM ACTOR’ ”-EDITOR 





| 


Pleasantries 
“News” 





in Portland—Woman Reviewer of 
Didn’t Care for Warwick’s 
Picked Instead Jack Haley for Praise on Bill 


Playlet— 








The Lay Idea! 


During the examination in 
Special Sessions of the prin- 
cipals in “The Virgin Man,” 
the layman, prosecutor asked 
one of the girl principals: 


“When you invited = the 
young man into your bed- 
room, what was the actual 


thought in your mind at the 
time?” 

The witness, who is married 
to a business man, grew in- 
dignant, but another girl of 
the company seated in the 
court room, softly said: 

“She was probably thinking 
if she could bake a cake.” 











CAFE DRINKING 
IN CAPITAL 


Washington, March 29. 

Being the first of its kind to be 
issued here a restraining order was 
signed last week by Justice Wen- 
dall P. Stafford ordering the Na- 
tional Cafes, Inc., and Meyer Davis, 
owners of Le Paradis, to cease 
maintaining a public nuisance—that 
of permitting patrons to drink in- 
toxicating liquors in glasses and 

(Continued on page 41) 








Vita in Small Town 
Uniontown, Pa., March 29. 

Manager C. M. McCloskey of the 
| Penn-State Theatres has Vitaphone 
the State theatre, picture, 

vaudeville and road attraction 
house here. 
Installation will be 





made about 
the only one in 





Tinney Back, Ready to Work 

Frank Tinney is being offered to 
straight vaude by Lou 
signed for the next 
rol] “Vanities” which may be de- 
layed indefinitely through Earl's At- 
lanta date, 


Car- 


FINE POINT FOR 


Golder. | 


i COSTUMES 





Portiand, Ore., March 29. 
. A controversy between Robert 
Warwick, (ramatic star, now tour- 
ihg the Orpheum circuit, and the 
Portland “News,” eveninz, became 
£90 tense recently that the editor of 
jhe sheet, Pred Boalt, came out in 


(Continued on page 56) 


“WOMEN TO BLAME” 
IN CHAPLIN’S TROUBLE 


French Opinions Through 
“Channels”—Invitation for 
Comedian to Go to France 








Washington, March 29. 

The following summary of 
French film trade opinion on the 
Charlie Chaplin case has just 
reached Washington through “chan- 
nels:”" 

“Charlie Chaplin's domestic trou- 
bles should not be made a pretext 
for banning his films .. .” is the 
burden of an appeal issued by the 
French authors and artists and 
signed by M. Charles Burguet, 
president of the Society of Film 
Authors; M. Drain, of the Comedie- 
Francalse; the painter, Foujita; M. 
Jose Germain, author; Mme. Geor- 


(Contgames on page 41) 


Broadcasters as Censors 


the 





Washington, March 29. 

Broadcasters have the right to 
censor all programs except during 
political campaigns, the newly 
created Federal Radio Commission 
has ruled. 

The question was brought before 
the commission on a complaint 
made by Rep. Celler (D.) of New 





} 


York. He protested against censor- 


ship of his address on George 
Washington through WEAF, New 
York, 








IBROOKS 
| THE NAME YOU GO BY 
WHEN YOU GO TO BUY 






' "GOWNS AND. UNIFORMS 


1437 BWAY NY TEL. 5580 PENN. 
i 25.000 COSTUMES TO RENT 
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LONDON AS IT LOOKS 


By HANNEN SWAFFER 





London, March 18. 


George McLellan is very much surprised at the great failure of “The 
Wicked Earl,” Walter Hackett’s play, produced at His Majesty's for 


Cyril Maude’s “farewell.” 


“To think that a hard boiled egg like me could have fallen for such 
a thing,” he remarked the other day, 
On the first night, William Cooper, who represents the shareholders 


fn the Shubert theatres, was present; 


Gaunt. 
to Bradford after the first act. 


so was McLellan, and William 


Cooper tells me he slept half through the show. Gaunt ran off 


The Pauline Frederick Boom 
“I always thought you English people admired old stars,” said Al 


Woods. 
isn’t on the screen.” 


“I suppose the movies have made people forget everybody who 


It would seem that Pauline Frederick’s enormous success proves that. 
For two or three years, Woods tried to arrange to bring Miss Frederick 
over but the London managers, he tells, me, wanted too big a guarantee. 
The crowds flocking the Lyceum are mostly flappers—women, I am told, 


restrained emotionalism. 


» are carried out fainting every night--and the surroundings are of un- 


Miss Frederick ought to have come here in a smaller theatre and in 
a better play—that is, if she wanted to be appreciated as a great actress. 
Although she is making a great deal of money, I think she would rather 


have the glory. 


Rent for Majesty’s 


There is nothing ready to go into His Majesty’s and there is nothing 
prepared for the Prince of Wales’ where “The Rat” will soon come off. 
Andre Charlot, I am told, wants to rent the theatre for good—at $2,250 


a week. 


Butter and Egg Men 
These rents cannot hold up for long. As it is, there are few backers 


getting their money out. 
“Lady Luck,’ I do not know. 
week, 
other. 


What Edgar O’Brien hopes to make out of 
‘The rent sounds extravagant at $3,500 a 
Half the Monkman family seem to be employed one way or an- 


Two American Rivals 
«Russell Janney is well on the way over “The Vagabond King,” and 
it was amusing to watch him at lunch with Lee Ephraim, who is produc- 


ing the rival show, “The Desert Song.” 
In respouse to Janney’s invitation, hundreds of chorus girls came fro 


all over EXngland, and the crush was such that few of them could be 


heard. I do not blame Janney. 
with the thousands who applied. 


He and his associates could not cope 


After announcing he wanted to give a chance to unknown people to 


play leads in his show, Janney chose 
Norah Blaney, Mark Lester and H. A, 
have been found round the corner by anybody. 


innie Melville, Derek Oldham, 
aintsbury, all of whom could 
It is always the same! 


Lord Latham Finds a Bride 
The Earl of Lathom startled everybody yesterday by announcing his 
engagement to Mrs. Xenia Morrison, former actress, who now manages 
for him the art furnishing shop which he has run for some time in the 


West End. . 

Al Woods, by the 
in the intervals of 
actresses Ne ts 
planned fom tex? fa 







Ab Waods 
Al cannot. upderstahd why Lord 
Gesture” for London. 


y, is now reading Lathom’s new play “Fear,” this 
ving the oncé-over to the crowds of actors and 
ng for five tours of “The Shangifat Gesture,” 


Cromer 
er will not pass “The Shanghai 


“Now, if I could- just have tea with his lordship and we talked things 
over,” said Al, “I know he would agree.” 


One of Al’s ideas is to make the reprobate Englishman, 


Sir Guy 


Charteris, an American, and to turn the brothel into a gambling hell. 


"1 





LONDON 


London, March 20. 

John Humphries, English come- 
diay, recently won a suit against 
the Shuberts here, claiming he was 
engaged for the original London 
production of ‘““The Student Prince” 
through Alf, Zeitlin, the agent. Zeit- 
lin swore to the contrary and now 
that Humphries has won, Zeitlin 
comes forward and asks for his 
commission on the engagement, 








The latest George Bernard Shaw 
story: Approaching his home in 
Adelphi ‘Lerrace, he was accosted 
by a passer-by. 

“Are you Shaw?” 
inquisitive one. 

“positive,” replied the man of let- 
ters, resuming his walk. 


enquired the 





Oscar Asche is trying out a new 
play at Golders Green entitled 
“What Shall It Profit a Man,” and 
depicts the life of an Australian 
backwoodman who has struck luck, 
environed in a London suburb, Oth- 
ers in the cast are Dorothy Holmes 
Gore, Rita John and Pope Stamper. 





Lord Kilmarnock, an amateur 
playwright, is the author of a play 
produced in the “Q” theatre last 


week. It is probably too good to be 
commercially profitable, but artis- 
tically it is a complete success. It 


is the psychological story of a sex- 
starved governess, set forth in the 
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form of a mystery melodrama, ad- 
mirably played throughout. Jean 
Cadell is the principal player. 





The new shows recently produced 
out of town and designed for Lon- 
don premieres include Charles 
Cochran's “Castles in the Air’; 
Seymour Hicks’ “What's His 
Name”; Laddie Cliff's “Lady 
Luck”; “The Blue Train,” marking 
Lily Elsie’s return after 20 years 
from the stage; “Abie’s Irish Rose”; 
Russell Janney’s “The Vagabond 
King.” 





When the new Carlton theatre 
opens with “Lady Luck,” Max 
Rivers, who is producing the 
dances, will have the services of 40 
John Tiller girls, who have just re- 
turned from a three years’ stay in 
America in the various Dillingham 
and Ziegfeld shows. The piece is 
being backed by Edgar O’Brien, a 
bicycle manufacturer, who says he 
will stand the gaff to the tune of 
$200,000, 





At a recent directors’ meeting of 
the Coliseum Sir Oswald Stoll, 
chairman and managing director, 
among other things made the fol- 
lowing observation: “Artists, being 
human, intelligent, versed in arith- 
metic and subject to income tax, 
know quite well why—unless they 
are proportionately paid — they 
should keep away from a country 
suffering from the highest taxation 
in the world.” 





Arthur Bourchier, who has for 
many years been lessee of the 
Strand theatre, is now proprietor, 
having bought out Jose Levy just 
Before he sailed for South Africa. 


Sailings 
April 2 (New York to London), 
Gordon Bostock (Carmania). 
April 2 (New York to London), 
Mr. and Mrs. Alex A. Aarons, Gil- 


i bert Miller, S. Jay Kaufman (Ma- 


jestic). 

April 1 New York to London), 
Adolph Zukor (Majestic). 

March 26 (New York to London) 
Betty Delaune and Billy Revel 
(Olympic). 

March 26 (London to New York), 
Dorothy Gish, Mrs. Lew Leslie 





| 




















BARRIE OLIVER 


LONDON’S BOY FRIEND 


“LONDON’S ILLUSTRATED 
SPORTING AND DRAMATIC 
NEWS,” Oct. 97° 


“As one might expect from such 
a young company,’ the dancing is 
more than lively in ‘Just a Kiss.’ 
Mr. Barry Oliver is the leading 
spirit in this respect. He performs 
somes miracles of “jazz-acrobatics.” 
American Representative 


HELEN LEIGHTON 
228 West 72nd Street, New York 
Phone Traf. 6190 


“Gueules Cassees” Benefit 


Paris, March 20. 

A monster benefit performance 
for the purchase of a home at 
Moussy, near Paris, for disabled 
soldiers, particularly those wound- 
ed in the face ami known now in 
French under the slang term of 
gueules cassees (broken jaws) was 
given in the Trocadero, Paris, and 


was a notable success. 

The receipts exceeded 60,000 
francs. Among the numerous fea- 
tures was an act from L’Aventuriere 
»with Cicile Sorel and her husband, 
G. de Saxe (Comte de Segury, Paut 

oiret, the dressmaker, and Mme, 
Foote fh a scené from “La Vaga- 

nde.” 
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Americans Abroad 


Paris, March 20. 

In Paris: Arthur Bugs Baer 
(columnist) and wife; Gus Scles- 
inger; Oscar Hammerstein, Albert 
A. Kaufman (inspecting the vaude- 
ville theatres for Paramount); 
Marguerite Morgan, pianist; Owen 
Wister, novelist; Anne Nichols; 
Edgar Selwyn and wife; A. E. Ma- 
lone; C. E. Weeks, publisher; Fran- 
ces Gettys, soprano; Thomas Top- 
ping, journalist, Waldo Pierce and 
wife (Ivy Troutman); Otto Kahn. 


By ED. G. KENDREW 








Aileen Hamilton, dancer from 
George M. Cohen’s show in New 
York, replaced Jenny Golder at the 
Palace here last week, having only 
three days’ rehearsals. She arrived 
in Paris on receipt of a telegram 
from her friends, the Lorraine Sis- 
ters, and at once entered the revue. 
Miss Hamilton has been booked 
also for the new show due next 
month, in which Georges Carpentier 
will appear as principal comedian. 





Mrs. Ernest M. Hemingway, wife 
of the Canadian author, has ob- 
tained a divorce here. 





Maurice de Canonge, French pro- 
ducer, has left for the United 
States, where he expects to re- 
main indefinitely, for picture work. 





Rehearsals of the French version 
of “Mercenary Mary,” being pro- 
duced at the Bouffes Parisiens by 
Robert de Simone, are well in hand, 
and it is anticipated will be ready 
for the end of the month. “Rose 
Marie,” in French, being rehearsed 
at the Mogador, will be presented a 
few days later. 





Raquel Meller is giving a series 
of matinees only at the Theatro de 
la Comedia, Madrid. 





Metz (Lorraine) exhibitors, who 
conso’idated and closed their thea- 
tres when the municipality imposed 
what they considered an exorbitant 
tax in addition to the usual French 
government taxes, have reopened, 
the local tax having been consider- 





(Berengaria). pably lowered. 


JOYS AND GLOOMS OF BROADWAY 


By N. T. G. 





Two weeks ago we published a letter in this column from a Broadway 
booking agent which excited a great deal of interest and comment. He 
-told us some inside stuff from Los Angeles and Hollywood, particularly 
the rise from a chorus girl to stardom of a friend of ours, and a protege 
of other days, Sally Rand. 

The following letter has just been received from Havana: 


Havana, March 323. 
Dear Granny: 


Your letter of March llth sent to El Centro has been following me 
around and just reached me here. 

There are a great many interesting items that would interest a Broad- 
way crowd, that I have seen since leaving New York, but most of them 
are of such a personal nature to the parties, I imagine it would do them 
harm to have the stories in print. 

I have run across Broadway girls who we all have wondered what 
happened to them. They are married and don’t want the old gang to 
know where they are. : 

For instance, I just ran across last night at the Casino here a girl whom 
you probably know, Bee. She was one of the original George White girls. 
Also worked in cafes and was known by everyone. 

Used to hit the high spots every night and had-a mania for knocking 
out her sweethearts with ginger-ale bottles. She was madly in love 
with He gave her air and got married. Bee sorta disappeared. and 
everyone has been wondering where she was. She lives here in Havana. 
She will not recognize any one that knew her in the old days. If they 
speak to her she answers in Spanish and says they must be mistaken: 

I have found as‘a general rule that Broadway girls, after they settle 
down, do not want to be reminded of Broadway, and they resent any 
Broadwayite recalling their old days to them. Why, I don’t know. You'll 
have to answer that, 
In Mexicalli,*"Mexico, a real Hell hole (Tia Juana‘is Heaven compared 
to it), Iran across-an old Broadway girl, and not so old either, for she 
was.in the “Follies”. five years ago.: Can’t mention her name for her 
family is in the east. She is about as low as a girl could sink. Hop 
did it. Her story would make a hard-hearted jailer ory. She won't 
accept help and resents sympathy. Merely existing on hop she can biy 
from the jack she gets from the Greasers. 

Another “Follies” girl of five years ago is a different story. Doris 
Lloyd-—you probably know her. Doris never had much ambition, Al of 
a sudden she got ambitious and is now drawing down a great salary in 
pictures in Hollywood, with an excellent future. 

One of the Glooms I ran across was Iris Stewart, of the Wampas stars, 
a Broadway and Fifth avenue model who came to Hollywood, was getting 
along marvelously, and had to give it all up on account of her health. 
Shame, too. 

Out in the California desert I came across a tent show playing a small 
town, the old musical stock that I thought had faged into oblivion years 
ago, and there, as the wife of the show owner, was one of the old Zieg- 
feld girls, supremely happy. 

In California I ran across plenty of sad stories, but without names the 
stories are worthless, and to give names would only make it tougher 
for those girls afraid to return to Broadway and acknowledge their 


failure in pictures, so they stay out there waiting and hoping, getting 
older each day, 





Truly yours, 





Remembering 

That letter brings back vivid memories of Broadway girls, almost as 
well known as the great stars, who have almost passe@ out of our 
memory, We remember particularly well the little girl who is in Cuba. 
A sweet kid, but had a liquor complex, which you find in so few of the 
girls today. One morning at the office found her sitting there, a eomplete 
wreck, on the morning of the opening of White’s “Scandals.” She had 
slept in a dressing room, and of course George fired her when he found 
out because she had been warned. 

She was the sole support of a widowed mother and faced weary weeks 
of no work. Her suit was a mess, her beauty all but gone. We fixed 
her up with something to wear, begged George White to give her another 


chance and she opened in the show that night. Swore she’d never touch 
liquor again. Then she disappeared. 





Few show girls on Broadway have achieved the reputation for beauty 
and charm that Doris Lloyd did. Glad she’s doing so well. 





Betty Wright Sailing 
Betty Wright, one of the loveliest of show girls, leaves for England 
today to play in a cafe. There is a general exodus to Europe among 


beautiful American girls, for two other companies are forming in addi- 
tion to Georgie Hale’s show for Paris, 





Mother Moran Played “Camille” 

Beulah Livingston, representing Norma Talmadge, has been sending 
letters to every theatre in town, asking that if any member of the cast 
has ever played “Camille” she would be invited to attend a special per- 
formance of the Talmadge film. One was posted in “Vanities.” Many 
of the girls, for a laugh, wrote their names down. An old, wrinkled 
dresser peered at the letter through her glasses, borrowed a pencil, and 
laboriously scrawled her name, “Mother Moran.” The girls laughed. 


They didn’t think this quiet old lady had a sense of humor, She didn’t. 
She played the part 30 years ago. 





Raymond Hitchcock was sitting in a jazz palace featuring one of those 


undraped revues the night he opened ai the Palace. One of the girls, 
in a tiny costume, sang to him. 


“Reminds me of my first dozen wives,” said “Hitchy.” 





“Loew’s Weekly,” Give Away, Nearly Million 
A factor to be reckoned with in molding the minds of the movie pub- 
lic is “Loew’s Weekly,” a tiny publication, but with a circulation of al- 
most a million, Plans are on foot to make it a national magazine with 


advertising features, for free distribution, as now, and a guaranteed 
circulation in the Loew theatres. 





A novelty is being presented in a night club at the Frivolity where 
Prince Joveddah and Princess Alga, known to vaudeville as Prince 
Joveddah, has started an engagement. They do their act exactly as in 
a theatre, and find they get results and quiet attention. 





Money in Private Affairs 
Morton Downey is in the same club, and both he and the Prince find 
they make more money playing private affairs than they get at the 
club. The vast amount of entertainments presented in private homes, 


as mentioned some weeks ago in Variety, ig making a new business for 
the so-called “club” bookers. 


A 
WILLIAM MORRIS 


AGENCY 








THE TILLER SCHOOLS 
OF DANCING 
Leicester House, 

10-11 Great Newport St. 
LONDON, W. C. 2 


Telegraphic Address: 
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Director, Mrs. John Tiller 
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LA Paris, March 29. 
Maria Kousnezoff, well known Sydney, Feb. 26. | bourne, but not interfering with the 
opera singer, has been condemned George Zucco of the Maurice} Fullers as each show draws its own 
Moscovitch company, was sen-/| patronage. Occasionally W-T sends 
a « |to pay Herbert Deutz an indemnity . ; aT , 
tenced to six months by a New/a vaudeville company on tour te 
More Sex Plays in Paris of beac — ag Ae - -o Zealand judge recently for inde-| New Zealand. 
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Two Revues Score decision of the court. ture show. The English actor Business is good at Fuller's this 
Maria charged Deutz with re- played a leading part in “The! week, with pop time vaude and 
ceiving stolen property when he a during ee and ny a3 | revue. Britain's Mystery Film Girl 
Paris, March 29 declined to give up a pawn ticket under contract to Williamson-Tait.| (her billing) passed with fair sing- 
° . for jewels belonging to the singer ae ing. Where the mystery comes iu 
Sex plays continue to have the call ~ 
in weedy ators capital. Two new/| Util she refunded him money @hen" Eker ten 0 te 5 Ghociat mpabery. Madge Waite 7 
lease¢ several well-chose 2 
pieces emphasize the theme. One loaned her. America he will take with him the | .. ngs. Moreni and Varni did pam *¢ 
of them has a bride drowning her- After the Court had non suited champion boxer of Australia —1| with comedy Pp wew ade Keith and mn 
self on her wedding night. The| Mme. Kousnezoff, he brought an Billy Grime. Santrey proposes to) witt, nit of bill with harmonizing ry 
other is based on a modern Don action for “damaged reputation’ place Grime with one of the leaG-| and dancing. Doreen May went ti 
hich h ded in his fa ing fight manazers in America and} _. , - 
Juan. Neither scored strongly. ge A. agp eo i Bag ‘ding have him make a bid for the| °v* in popular song numbers. Nag ey 
u | He 26 panmanm @ 4 te! 
Two revues are new this week, The gaits a featherweight championship of the | ley revue fills rest of bill. He 
one at the Folies Bergere and the r Ww world. The Australian boy is a hl 
other at the Mayol, both doing well. 4 ILL MAHONEY boxer of the highest order and holds a ve aoe ont a Rae 7. it 
Fowler and Tamara, dancers, are AN 4% “SIME” said: “When Will Ma-| the featherweight and welter cham-| Pany in ar en armer ia 
featured in the former production. FRANCO-PRUSSIAN VISIT honey dances to his fall across the | Pionships of this country. hal ata 3 
“ ” . . 
omen Be ata ead ase A German Exhibitors Received by width of the stage, the audience 


March 26 at the Comedie Francais, 
is in three acts and six tableaux, 
by St. Georges de Bouhelier and 
done in prose. 

An aristocratic family persuade 
and coerce the young daughter to 
marry a wealthy steel manufacturer 
past middle age. The girl'really is 
madly in love with a young avia- 
tor, but is bent to her parents’ 
purpose. She goes sadly to the 
altar and then resists her husband. 
Realizing on her wedding night that 
her position is hopeless, she com- 
mits suicide by drowning. In the 
east are Leon Bernard as the iron- 
master, Siblot as the match-making 
father, Yonnel the young aviator, 
Berthe Cerny the mother, and Mar- 
celle Romee, the bride of traged;. 


“Le Chasseur” 

“The Hunter” at the Michel ts a 
three-act comedy by Pierre Mortler, 
picturing a modern Don Juan in 
one incident of his heart-breaking 
career, It was mildly received. 

Victor Frances plays the woman 
stalker divertingly. Corciade en- 


. acts a married woman who becomes 


infatuated with the charmer to the 
extent she is ready to abandon her 
faithful husband and her children 
for his sake. It is not until she 
catches him in a desperate love 
affair with one of her women 
friends, her eyes are opened and 
she learns her lesson. 


Gigolette Revue 

Dufrenne & Varna presented an- 
other show at the Concert Mayol, 
the Gigolette Revue, signed by F. 
Rouvray, Lelievre and Henri Varna. 
It was very well received. Among 
the specialties are Damia in her 
realistic song recital, Aime Simon 
Girard (who was expected on the 
Palace bill); Eugene Chevalier, 
brother of Maurice; Ouvrad, junior, 
singing comedian; Yvonne Guillet, 
Riri Bouche, Malpri and Pierre 
Bayle. 

One of the novelties ts the spectal 
decorations for the front of the 
house and the costuming of the 
ushers and other attaches as 
Apaches, after the manner of the 
cinemas when screen atmosphere is 
exploited in the auditorium. 

“Un Vent de Folie” 

After being closed 18 days the 
Folies Bergere has reopened with 
the new revue called “Un Vent de 
Folie,” by L. Lemarchand as usual. 
It is gorgeously mounted and so 
well received that it undoubtedly 
will run through the spring season. 

Fowler and Tamara, American 
dancers, are featured and justified 
the important position they have 
been assigned to. Jack Stanford 
was brought in during rehearsals. 
Others in the cast‘ are Jeanne de 


Balzac, Miles. Nicolska and Flo- 
relle, and the comedian, Alibert 
Rudeau. 


“Abie” Enslish Hit 


London, March 29. 
“Abie’s Irish Rose,” produced in 
Manchester last night, is reported 
in the morning newspapers 
sensational hit. 








Robertson So-So 
London, March 29. 

Dick Robertson, opening at the 
Coliseum yesterday with his char- 
acter songs accompanied by uke- 
lele strumming, got nothing out of 
the ordinary in the way of recep- 
tion. 


us a) 








Paris Syndicate—Officials Go 
to Vienna 





Paris, March 29. 
Marking a new phase of post-war 


relations between amusement in- 
terests of France and Germany, the 
French picture syndicate last Fri- 
day officially received a delegation 
of German exhibitors visiting Paris. 

In the same spirit a delegation 
of French vaudeville managers are 
going to Berlin next week, return- 
ing the visit made to Paris lately 
by a group of German vaudeville 
men. 

Edmond Herriot, French minister 
of education, and Ribaud, director 
of the Paris conservatory, have gone 
to Vienna in their official capacities 
to attend the Beethoven centennial 
there. 


“BLACKBIRDS” TILL JULY 


“Biue Train” Not to Play Pavilion, 
But Wales After “First 
Year” Leaves 











London, March 29. 
Formal correction is sent out of 
the report that “The Blue Train” 
was te succeed “Blackbirds” at the 
Pavilion. The colored show is at 
that house indefinitely, probably 
running to July at least. 

Instead “The Blue 
slated to follow “The First Year” 
into the Prince of Wales. The 
American comedy of married life 
moves over into the Wales next 

week for a limited engagement, 


Rosie Dolly in N. Y. 


Rosie Dolly is in New York, at 
the Ritz-Carlton Hotel. Her sis- 
ter, Jennie, remains at their home 
in Paris. 

Rosie reached the city late last 
week, picking up a cold which heid 
her to the hotel for the remainder 
of the week. She would not ex- 
plain her mission over here at this 
time other than to say it was to 
visit her folks. 

Rosie did not deny that Jennie 
might marry, as reported, Gordon 
Selfridge, the wealthy department 
store owner of London, 


Train” is 





Paris, March 20. 

When Rosie Dolly sailed for New 
York there was local gossip of a 
tiff between the two sisters. Jenny, 
also listed to sail, was prevented by 
a bad cold. 

The girls have a return engage- 
ment of the Dolly Sisters at the 
Casino de Paris in May. ° 


MONUMENT FOR TRUDY 


Paris, March 29. 

It is planned to erect a monu- 
ment in the hotel grounds at Cap 
Gris Nez, to mark the spot where 
Gertrude Ederle left for her record 
swim of the English Channel. 

‘The funds are being raised 
among friends and admirers of the 
swimmer. 


WELLS AND BRADY FINE 


London, March 29. 
Wells and Brady, at the Victoria 
Palace, started slowly and took a 
short time to warm up the audi- 
ence. 
They improved and finished to a 
fine reception. 





TI So TILLER DANCING ‘SCHOOLS 


OF AMERICA, Inc. omen ane 
New Classes 226 West 72d Street MARY READ 
‘Mew Forming NEW YORK President 


shrieks with laughter as he lands 
upon the stage. Everything he 
does is a how! and the entire house 
from the orchestra’s front to the 
gallery are with him. This Ma- 
honey boy has developed into a 
great performer. A comedy act 
second to none in all of the show 
business—anywhere. Wotta boy!” 


Direction 


RALPH G. FARNUM 
Edw. 8S. Keller Office 


NEW LONDON OFFERINGS 
NOT PROMISING FOR U.S. 


“Professor Tim” Conventional 
—“Hen Upon a Steeple” 
Breezy Lightweight 


Lonion, March 29. 

“Professor Tim,” fust produced 
at the Vaudeville theatre by the 
Irish Players, ts a comedy with a 
conventional plot and ts redeemed 
only by the admirable character 
drawings of the splendid players. 
The piece has small possibilities 
for the States. 

Another half way success is “A 
Hen Upon a _ Steeple,” produced 
last week at the Globe. It is a high 
class, breezy comedy, but is lack- 
ing in enough substance and 
weight to make f a notable 


financial success, either here or 
across the water. 


PICCADILLY ECONOMY 


Cabaret Down to Twe Acts and 
Chorus—Losing Money 




















Londoa, March 28. 

The Piccadilly cabaret show has 
been reduced to only two acts ard 
a scuad of girls for a chorus. Lee 
Morse was well liked but short of 
the sensation necessary to carry a 
whole show. Wells and Brady, 
doubling this week from the Vic- 
toria Palace, were well received. 

But it was the work of the girls, 
directed by Edward Dolly especial- 
ly in a black bottom competition 
that got the real note of en- 
thusiasm. The absence of a nut 
comedian and q dancing team is 
sadly evident. 

Piccadilly is losing money on its 
cabaret and will continue to do so 
with recent types of programa. 


New Paris Music Hall 


Paris, March 29. 
The new vaudeville theatre being 
built on the Avenue Wagram, near 
the present Empire, will be named 
the Casino Wagram, and will be 
under the direction of Victor de 


Cottens (under present arrange- 
ments) on behalf of the owners, a 
local corporation. It is interested 
|in the Empire, Latetia and other 
picture houses. 

Capacity will be 1,600. The 

Casino is listed for inauguration 
|next October (at the earliest). 
De Cottens was former manager 
|of the Casino des Fleurs at Vichy, 
(‘and previously associated with the 
| late H. B. Marinelli in the manage- 
ment of the _Oymee in Paris. 








WOODS’ FREE LOVE PLAY 
London, March 29. 


one. 


to “The Fanatics,” 


| 
| 
play advocating tree leva, 





Picture Control Battle 

It looks as though there will be 
a film war between Union Theatres 
and Hoyt’s Theatre with the va- 
rious exhibitors brought into the 
clash. 

Hoyt’s, with whom Willlamson- 
Tait is interested, is firmly en- 
trenched in Melbourne, where they 
practically control the city and 
suburban movie houses. They are 
now looking on Sydney as another 
field. In this city Union Theatres 
has a firm stronghold on theatres 
and films. 

Both firms are 
mammoth theatres in Sydney in 
the near future and try to. out- 
bid each other for public patron- 
age. Rumor has it that Hoyt’s is 
trying to get an interest in the 
many suburban theatres, to give 


going to build 


them a huge chain of amusement 


houses to operate. At the present 
time, however, the suburban own- 
ers are sitting pat waiting for 
something big to happen. 

Hoyt’s has opened a theatre ia 
Albury, just about the borderline 
between Sydney and Melbourne, 
and playing opposition to a locally 
owned theatre. 

A funny angle about the whole 
affair is that both sides are telling 
the “little man” to remain inde- 
pendent. 





Radio Sales Going Up 


Radio sales are jumping again 
now that the summer is nearing an 
end. Winter time always gives an 
impetus to this popular indoor 
pastime. Melbourne now has more 
listeners-in than the rest of the 
states put together. American parts 
are popular here and find a ready 
sale. 





“Sunny” will open the Empire 
Feb. 28 in Sydney. “Student 
Prince” will follow. 





Arthur Bouchier will play in 
Australia in the near future for 
Williamson-Tait. His opening play 
probably will be “Treasure Island.” 
He is at present in South Africa. 





Willlamson-Tait wil 
grand opera tour in Melbourne 
next September. Madame Melba 
will head the company. 


lopen the 





FULLERS PREFER SMALL TIME 


Williamson-Tait will open the 
beautiful St. James theatre, Syd- 
ney, from the Fullers for a brief 
season. They will cpen with “Is 
Zat So?” Afterward Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer has a lease of the 
house for a season with “The Big 
Parade.” This will be the first time 
that the St. James has been used 
as a movie house. 

When “The Big Parade” finishes 
Williamson-Tait will probably pro- 
duce musical comedies in the the- 
atre. 

M-G-M secured a lease of the 
house tefore Williamson-Tait and 
consequently has first rights. As 
before reported, the Fullers have 
no desire to continue with big 


legit attractions now that Hugh 
Ward has retired from the com- 
pany. The Fullers prefer to play 


family vaudeville and to give their 
whole attention to that entertain- 
ment. It was in that fleld that they 
made their millions. 

Sir Ben Fuller stated that the St. 
James would never be sold outright; 
that it was to remain in the family 
for all time. 

Nevertheless it is the first time 
that Williamson-Tait has put an at- 
traction into an opposition house in 
this city. 

Friendly rivalry has always exist- 
ed between the two firms, but now 
Fullers have retired from the legit 
for the time, gives W-T a clear road. 





The Fullers, later in the year, will 
play a stock company in Sydney for 
a season, but the attraction will go 
into the Opera house with Fullers 
paying rent for that house. 





Williamson-Tait now control 
“Abie’s Irish Rose” and “Nanette,” 





Al Woods has brought another | 
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two of the biggest hits played in 
this city by the Fuller firm. Both 


This time it’s the A ican rights | shows were booked by Hugh Ward 
& propaganda | 





Williamson-Tait 


slso playing big | 
jtime vaude ia Syuney aud Mei- 


Further developments between the 
two firms are expected daily. 


“Rose- Marie” finished at Her Maj- 
esty’s two nights ago after 317 per- 
formances. The production was 
taken off at its zenith. Manage- 
ment figures “Marie” van repeat 
next season. 

Willlamson-Tait presented Judith 
Anderson and Leon Gordon in a re. 
vival of Roi Cooper Megrue’s com- 
edy, “Tea for Three,” at the Crite- 
rion last week. Only in for two 
weeks and should do well. Last 
produced here many years ago with 
Marie Tempest and Grahame Brown, 

Miss Anderson did not.do as well 
in this as in “Cobra.” She seemed 
to be out of her depth at .times, 
Gordon scored, running away with 
the piece. Wallie Clarke gave as 
good account of himself as the hus- 
band, Settings of the highest order. 
George D. Parker staged. 





The Fullers are finishing “Jack 
and the Beanstalk” at the St. James 
after a highly successful season. 
Best panto produced in Sydney for 
some time. 


BRITISH FILMS SEEK 
VAST WEMBLY STUDIO 


London, March 29. 

The film company, British Au- 
thors Productions, Ltd., is in nego- 
tiation to buy the Palace of Engi- 
neering at the Wembley Exposition, 
the sum offered being $500,000. 

The company proposes to convert 
it into a film studio providing the 
council would agree to rates and 
taxes being on a pro rata basis to 
the amount of building used, as it 
is intended to only occupy one- 
sixth of the premises at first, rrad- 
ually taking in the rest as the 
scheme develops. 
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NEW YORK INDES MAY BE LINED UP BY 


BANKING INTERESTS FOR PROTECTION 








Meeting Held at Nathan Burkan’s Offices—Over 100 
Independent Houses in Greater N. Y. and Bank- 
ers Represented—Move to Combat Invasion of 


Publix Into 


Neighborhoods—Not All Indies 


Present at First Gathering 


4 
vv 





Over 100 independent picture the- 
atres within Greater New York and 
banking interests were represented 
last Thursday at a meeting held in 
the offices of Nathan Burkan in 
Manhattan. 

A purpose of the meeting as re- 
ported was to make an attempt to 
line up the independents in the ter- 
ritory, to combat the forthcoming 
invasion of Publix with new the- 
atres in nine Greater New York 
neighborhoods. 

No report has been circulated as 
to the outcome of the meeting. Not 
all of the independent theatre oper- 
ators were present or represented. 
Of the 100 there it is said that over 
60 would come within the first 
grade classification for community 
houses. 

Burkan, M. P. O. C. C. Attorney 

Nathan Burkan is attorney for 
the Motion Picture Owners’ Cham- 
ber of Commerce of New York, It 
is composed of independent exhibit- 
ors. The Burkan office meeting is 
not claimed to have occurred 
through an official call by the M. P. 
Oo. C. C., though the theatres rep- 
resented were of some of the mem- 
bers of that organization. .- 

In line with the gathering of the 
indies is a story that Publix of late 
has been after a reflection from 
Greater N. Y. indies as to what 
their thoughts might be on a com- 
bination of them in whole through- 
out the greater city with Publix to 
bring about the financing for a sub- 
sidiary organization of Publix, the 
indies willing. Nothing has come 
from this intimation, from accounts, 
although the Burkan meeting may 
have been a result. 

Valuations 

One report is that the banking 

interests are behind the indepen- 


(Continued on page 12) 


Think Victor McLaglen 
Should Return Home 


London, March 29. 

What Londoners think and what 
Victor McLaglen, out in Hollywood, 
might think of their thinks should 
make a sharp contrast. 

Over here with the proposed boom 
in native picture making, they say 
that McLaglen should return home 
and help his country’s films. It’s 
also reported around that McLaglen 
is receiving $150,000 working in 
American pictures. His neighborly 
friends here won’t object if -he 
brings some of that back with him. 

Nowhere is it heard or said that 
when McLaglen was on the home 
grounds, no one could see him nor 
did any one want him, and least 
of ail did any of his faithful ad- 
mirers now in the show business 
ever dream that McLaglen and 30,- 
000 pounds could get into one sen- 
tence. 

As far as may be learned when 
McLaglen was on this side they 
left him flat and there he stayed 
until leaving. 


Eddie Sullivan Joins Fire 
Dept. for M-G-M Film 


Memphis, March 29. 
Sddie¢ Sullivan, manager of 
Loew's here, was made an honorary 
member of the local fire department 
with rank of inspector yesterday at 
a ceremony in the chief's office. 
The house is playing “The 
Brigade” (M-G-M) this week. 











Fire 





New “Carmen” Title 
Los Angeles, March 29. 

Fox is going to change the re- 
lease title on the remake of “Car- 
men,” starring Polores Del Rio and 
directed by Raoul Walsh. 

This is the third “Carmen” to hit 
the screen and the second fer Fox, 
this firm’s first having been with 
Theda Bara in the name part. 
Lasky-Paramount also turned out 
one starring Geraldine Farrar, both 
pictures opposing each othér during 
1915, J 


GOV'T AID REFUSED; 
‘WAR BIRDS’ CALLED OFF 


Need Air Service Help — 
Couldn’t Be Super 
Otherwise 





Los Angeles, March 29. 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer will prob- 
ably have to shelve .their story, 
“War Birds,” published serially in 
“Liberty.” It contemplated making 
this a rival film to “Wings,” which 
Famous-Players-Lasky is now fin- 
ishing. 

When endeavors were made to 
get a connection with the War De- 
partment and the Air Service to 
help in the construction of the 
film, the government officials in 
Washington refused an okay. 
Without the aid of the Air Serv- 
ice it would be impossible to turn 
out the picture on a stupendous 
scale; the intention of the picture 
producers. 





Tourneur Before French 


Jury for Clearance 


Paris, March 28. 
Maurice Tourneur has appeared 
before a jury d’honneur to explain 
his ‘absence from France during tie 
war. This committee was formed 
at Tourneur’s request, in view of 
the criticisms made by certain pic- 
ture people in Paris. , 
He exhibited his certificate of 
naturalization, taken out in Janu- 
ary, 1914, proving he was an Amer- 
ican citizen before the war com- 
menced. The director further 
showed he was incorporated in the 
motion picture section of the Amer- 
ican army when the United States 
went into war. 
His explanation was accepted as 
satisfactory and the matter is now 
considered closed. 








Von Stroheim Stops at 16 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Von Stroheim insists that “The 
Wedding March” cannot be cut to 
less than 16 reels and that it be 
released in two parts. 

This was his idea for “Foolish 
Wives,” which he made for Uni- 
versal, and then later for “Greed,” 
which Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer turned 
out. 

Pat Powers, producer of the 
“March,” is now in New York try- 
ing to sell S. R. Kent, F. P.-L., the 
two-part idea. 





MISS PATTERSON’S PICTURE 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Elinor Patterson, daughter of the 
publisher of the Chicago “Tribune,” 
is to be featured in a Universal 
picture upon which work will start 
May 2. According to the contract, 
all stories in which Miss Patter- 
son is to appear must first be sub- 
| mitted to Morris Gest for his ap- 
proval 

Edward Sloman will direct. 


CHANEY’S “ORDEAL” 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Lon Chaney’s next for Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer will be “The Or- 
|deal,” to be directed by John 
Griffith Wray. 
Screen story 
Bradley King. 





was written by 





Renee Adoree As “Rose- Marie” 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
William Nigh is to be assigned 
by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer to make 
a screen version of “Rose-Marie.” 





Renee Adoree will be started in 
the picture. 


- 





| ; Tradecommissioning Hays? 








Washington, March 29. 

A renewal of the investiga- 
tion reported some months ago 
against the Will Hays organ- 
ization may be started by the 
Department of Justice, with a- 
view in mind of either slip- 
ping it to the Federal Trade 
Commission or to the crimi- 
nal branch of whatever court 
the Department of Justice 
stands in best with. 

Frank J. Rembush from In- 
dianapolis ran up an expense 
account last week through 
coming to Washington to see 
what could be done about 
Hays. The Dept. yessed him 
and Frank went back home, 
seemingly satisfied either way. 

No allegations have been 
announced, A claim was prob- 
ably put forth that the Hays 
organization is a trust, al- 
though its contributors get no 
credit. 





When it was previously re- 
ported the Dept. of Justice 
had sent investigators out to 
find Will Hays’ New York ad- 
dress, a Variety reporter 
asked Mr. Hays if it were 
true. He answered: “What 
do you think?” And _ there 
the matter has since rested. 


LOFW’S CANADIAN HAS 
90% PROFIT INCREASE 


Toronto, March 29. 
Loew’s Canadian theatres, ac- 
cording to the annual report just 
made public, show nearly a 50 per 
cent. increase in profits. This does 
not indicate a general increase in 
theatrical profits for all branches 














of the business. Loew houses 
occupy a unique, time-honored 
niche in Canada. Loew started 


with a vaudeville and picture pro- 
gram and, through the many 
changes in various circuits, has in- 
variably continued to sell the same 
type of entertainment. The in- 
crease in patronage has. been 
natural and steady, not forced, 
Dividends, for which money 
is available, are $16.50 a share 
as compared to $9.30 in 1925. 





Gross profits amount to $264,400, a 
net of $114,824 as compared to a 
1925 net of $79,736. The 1925 net 
indicates where the slump reached 
its turning point as 1924 shows a 
net profit of $81,297. 


Dignitaries at T. N. T. 


Washington, March 29. 

At the invitation of Will H. Hays 
ambassadors, ministers and charge 
daffaires of the Latin-American 
legations here will be guests at 
The Naked Truth dinner to be 
given by the Associated Motion 
Picture ‘Advertisers at the Hotel 
Astor, April 2. 

The idea is to express the good 
will between the American pro- 
ducers and the countries represent- 
ed. It is the first time thet such 
a complete representation has been 
gathered, with the party to leave 
here Saturday by special car under 
the escort of Jack Connolly, Wash- 
ington representative of the Hays 
organization. 

The list includes: 

Mr. Honorio Pueyrredon, Am- 
bassador of Argentine: Dr. Hernan 
Velarde, Ambassador of Peru; Mr. 
S. Gurgel do Amaral, Ambassador 
of Brazil; Senor Don Manuel C. 
Tellez, Ambassador of Mexico; 
Senor Don Miguel Cruchaga 
Tocornal, Ambassador of Chile; 
Senor Dr. Don Orestes Ferrara, 
Ambassador of Cuba; Dr. Enrique 
Olaya, Ambassador of Colombia; 
Senor Dr. Don Ricardo J. Alfaro, 
Minister of Panama; Senor Don J. 
Rafael Oreamuno, Minister of 
Costa Rica; Hannibal Price, Min- 
ister of Haiti; Senor Dr. Don 
Carlos F. Grisanti, Minister of 
Venezuela; Senor Angel Morales, 
Minister of Dominican Republic; 
Senor Dr. Don Salvador Castrillo, 
| Minister of Nicaragua; Dr. Don 
|}Hector David Castro, Charge 
|d'Affaires of Salvador; Senor Don 
Juan Barberis, Charge d’Affaires of 
Equador, and Dr. Juan V. Ramirez, 
Charge d’Affaires of Paraguay. 














ROSCOE AILS 

Visitors at New Orleans race 
track place great stress on a thoro- 
bred’s past performances. Here is 
one of Roscoe Ails’ while playing 
the Palace Theatre, New York: 

On this track were thorobreds, 
namely Florence Nash, Harry Wat- 
son, William Mack, Wilton Lack- 
aye, Aileen Stanley, Charles With- 
ers and Miller and Capman. “Zit,” 
the judge, awarded Roscoe first at 
this derby. 

Booked Solid Through 


MESSRS. LUBIN and SCHENCK 


_ 


CHAPLIN ENDING MAY 
FOLLOW. ATTY’S VISIT 
Lloyd Wright and Gavin Mc- 


Nabb Will Confer With 
Husband 














Los Angeles, March 29. 

Lloyd Wright, attorney for Char- 
lie Chaplin in Los Angeles, is en 
route to New York to confer with 
his client regarding the latter's 
matrimonial entanglement. Gavin 
McNabb, San Francisco attorney, 
acting in an advisory capacity for 
Chaplin, is expected to join Wright 
in New York. 

It is understood they will take up 
the matter of a settlement of the 
divorce matter between Chaplin 
and his wife before the former is 
compelled to file an answer in the 
Superior Court here. 

When the amended divorce 
complaint which Mrs. Chaplin was 
to have filed this week was not 
placed in the legal dockets in time, 
her attorneys stated it would not be 
filed, which led to the belief that 
some sort of settlement negotiations 
are being conducted. 

The answer to the original com- 
plaint is due April 17, while 
Wright stated before his departure 
that he would return here by 
April 10, 


Selzick’s Casting Agency, 
With Son on Coast 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

With his son David employed at 
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer and his son 
Myron at United Artists, Lewis J. 
Selznick has decided to settle down 
on the Pacific Coast and become a 
casting agent. 

He is to open offices in a Holly- 
wood building and has already sent 
for his son Howard, who will be his 
studio contact man. 

Besides his son, Selznick will 
have associated in the business 
Dave Fink, with a casting agency, 
and Thomas A. Persons. 

’Persons, besides being associated 
in the casting agency, is to produce 
eight melodrumas for Morris 
Schlank, released for the indepen- 
dent market. 


Wild Cat Film Show 


Ogdensburg, N. Y., March 29. 

Enter the barnstorming movie 
road show. 

Rene Le Maitre of this city is re- 
sponsible for the innovation. He 
has purchased prints of several 
productions, includ!ng “Paris After 
| Dark” and “The Good Bad Boy.” 
Assembling a projection outfit, in- 
cluding portable screen that can be 
transported by auto, Le Maitre pro- 
poses to “barnstorm” through the 
countryside as soon as the weather 
settles down. 

















UTOPIANIDEA 
LAID UPON NEW 
ENGLISH CO. 


——_— — 


‘Million-Pound’ Film Pro- 
ducing Promotion— 


‘British Hollywood’ 





London, March 20. 
The new “million pound” film 
producing company which is pro- 
posing a “British Hollywood” at 
Wembley appears actually to’ have 
a capital of $2,500,000. Of this, 
$500,000 has been invested by a 
Canadian producing concern, while 
Australia is also in th. deal in the 
person of the British Dominions 
Film Distributing Company. The 
actual main backer is said to be a 

mitiionaire cotton manufacturer. 
At the head of affairs is Ralph 


ing director here of First National. 

There seems some doubt as to 
the actual title of the company, it 
being variously given as British 
Authors Film Production Ca and 
British Incorporated Pictures. 

An advisory committee is being 
appointed of about 20 members, 
under the chairmanship of Oscar 
Asche, and includins’ Sybil Thorn- 
dike and Gordon Craig, Ellen Ter- 
ry’s son, not the film actor of the 
same name. Sir Gerald du Maurier, 
Phyllis Neilson Terry, whose screen 
experience stops at playing Boadi- 
cea for Stolls, are also said to be 
interested. \ 

Most of the well-known people;in 
theatrical, artistic and literary 
circles are mentioned as being con- 
nected with or interested in the 
new concern, Frank Brangwyn, 
R. A., the artist who is espec‘ally 
good on maritime subjects; Kar- 
savina, the dancer; Isidore de Lara, 
composer, and Sir Charles Osman, 
historian, will all have special de- 
partments. 

A five years’ option on the film 
rights of stories by 14 of the best- 
known British authors has been 
secured, and contracts have been 
drawn up for the world rights of 
the first three productions. The 
promoters refrain from saying they 
have been signed but content them- 
selves with “drawn up.” 


Authors 


Among the authors mentioned 
are Arnold Bennett, who some time 
ago published a list of his books 
which had been filmed and the re- 
markably small fees he had re- 
ceived, in answer to one of those 
stunt stories describing the mil- 
lions made by scenarists; Hall 
Caine, who has written nothing for 
a long time and is searcely likely to 
worry much now, considering he is 
nearly, or quite, 70 years of age 
and a wealthy man; Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, who has written no 
important fiction for some time 
and whose ekief screen success was 
“Uncle Bernac,” made by a French 
firm; Eden Phillpotts, whose plays 
are unsuited for the screen, and 
Rafael Sabatini, many of whose 
novels have been picturized by 
Stolls and who alone of the list 
shows promise, 

A still more ambitious part of 
the scheme concerns the persuasion 
of famous British-born actors and 
producers to return from Los An- 
geles to London to make pictures 
in the sacred cause of patriotism. 

This is the second really big 
Utopian idea which has. broken 
into the news since England began 
to divide its attention between 
quotas and the “Froth Blowers’ 
Anthem.” The first was a Holly- 
wood near Brighton, for the pur- 
poses of which the Brighton Cor- 
poration was going to lay down 
water and electrical supplies for 
next to nothing. This lasted a 
day or two, and then the news 
columns were required for a mur- 
der or a war, and the scheme and 
its promoters passed into dark- 
ness. The only big film thing since 
the “million pound” Alliance Com- 
pany which has happened here has 
been the British National, founded 
by J. D. Williams. Although this 


concern has been reconstructed, it 
is not tactful to mention it in cer- 





tain quarters. 


Pugh, for some time the manag- 
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omal capital of $12,500,000. 
» Brothers, banking house, now owns 
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BRITISH MERGE FOR QUOTA 





EXHIBITORS FEAR 
FOR HELA nOUata 


Largest Producing and Dis- 
tributing Concerns Get- 
ting Together— Ostrer 
Brothers Appear in Con- 
trol—Exhibs Believe Un- 
satisfactory Product Will 
Follow Quota’s Operation 
in 1928 If Bill Passed by 
House of Lords 


AMERICA’S POSITION 


London, March 29. 

British exhibitors ase all deadly 
set against the Quota Bill, saying 
the proposed legislation will afford 
them no protection against the 
Again a fear is 
expressed by the exhibs that the 
type of productions made under the 
Quota Bill will ruin their business. 

The bill was passed on its sec- 
ond reading last week before the 
House of Commons. It must also 
go through in the House of Lords 
before becoming a law. If finally 
passed it will not take effect un- 
til 1928. 

The Gaumont British Corpora- 


‘tion has been registered as a public 


company (holding?), with a nomi- 
QOstrer 


a controlling interest in the Gau- 
mont company. They have secured 
the financial control of W. & F. 
Film Service, Ideal Films and the 
Bicolor Circuit of picture the- 
atres. That places the Ostrers as 
the largest film producers and dis- 
tributors in Great Britain. 

Gaumont Company remains un- 
fer the control of Colonel Brom- 
head; W. & F. is controlled as 
before by the Woolf Brothers. 

The big American distributors 
all have arranged for output by 
Brifish producers. 

Pathe, heretofore handling only 
foreign pictures, now has its own 

(Continued on page 21) 


PUBLIX-SAX DEAL SET 


Chicago, March 29. 

A series of meetings that has 
been held here during the last 10 
ays between representatives of the 
Publix Theatres Circuit and Sam 
Sax of Milwaukee seems to have 
finally reached a point where the 
deal may be described as set. The 
indications are that with the closing 
of the Sax deal one also has been 
completed with Finklestein & Rubin 
for their circuit. 

The Publix representatives are 
all in favor of going through with 
the deal with Sax, but the latter 
does not seem quite certain what 
be wants to do. He will undoubted- 
ly come io terms within the next 
couple of days. 

When the deal is consummated 
ft will mean that Sax will continue 
to operate the smaller theaires of 
his circuit while Publix will have 
charge of the de luxe houses. 








Gold Rush Film 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Taking advantage of the Weepah, 
Nevada, gold rush, Bill Cody has 
decided to eliminate the production 
of a picture already planned and 
make “Gold from Weepah.” 

“The Phantom Terror” which was 
to have been made, will be produced 
after Cody comes back from Nev- 
ada, 

This picture is to be a Pathe re- 
lease, It will be the biggest of the 
six made for Pathe by Cody. 

Louis Metzetti, brother of Rich- 
ard Talmadge, who functioned as 
production manager for the latter, 
has taken over a similar post with 
the Cody unit. 





Studio Bar General 





Los Angeles, March 29. 

Following the recent ban on 
visitors established at the 
M-G-M studios in Culver City, 
Warner Brothers have an- 
nounced a closed door policy 
towards visitors. 

It is expected that practi- 
cally all the big studies will 
fall in line in putting an end 
to the visiting of sets by 
strangers with no other ex- 
cuse than curiosity and a let- 
ter of introduction. 


BIG PARADE VS. 
‘GLORY NOW IN 
AUSTRALIA 


—_—_—-— - 


First Test of War Pic- 
tures in Opposish Out- 
side New York 














Sydney, Feb. 27. 

“Big Parade,” Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer, and “What Price Glory,” 
Fox, both American-made war pic- 
tures, will open here next month 
almost simultaneously. “Big Parade” 
is going into the St. James, legit 
house, and from reports, “Glory” 
also will be on a special run. 

“Big Parade” was held out of an 
‘Australian showing last year, but 
consent to exhibit was lately ob- 
tained. 





At Sydney, from the above, will 
be the first clash of these two hit 
war films outside of New York City. 

On Broadway “Parade” had a 
start of a year’s run before “Glory” 
opened. Through that no line on 
the relative drawing power of the 
two pictures in competition could 
be obtained. 


WILL ROGERS, ‘TEXAS 
STEER’; FULL SIZE FILM 
Late Chas. Hoyt’s Comedy, of 


Congressman From Texas— 
Sam Rork Producing 








Los Angeles, March 29. 

Will Rogers will star in “A Texas 
Steer,” by Charles Hoyt. 

The story is of a cowboy elected 
to Congress from Texas, who goes 
to Washington to run affairs. It is 
similar to the type of stuff Rogers 
is now doing for newspapers and on 
concert tour. 

Sam Rork, unattached, will start 
it in Hollywood July 1. Besides 
acting, Rogers will title the picture. 

Picture work will not interfere 
with his concert tour, as Rogers 
says he will make only one picture 
a year, 





Hoyt’s “Texas Steer” was the 
first -show ever piloted to the road 
by the late Sam S. Shubert. To it 
is due the rise of the Shuberts and 
their present standing in the the- 
atrical world. 


Vita Houses im Cut Rates 


Two Vitaphone houses in New 
York are in the cut rates, the 
Selwyn with Vita and “When a 
Man Loves,” and Warner's with 
Vita and “Don Juan.” Both pic- 
tues star John Barrymore. 

Warner’s has had Vita for nine 
months with the run continuing; 
Selwyn has had it but three weeks. 

Each theatre started with around 
100 cut rate tickets for the orches- 
; tra, sales running mildly foe the 
\ first few days, 











ZUKOR, LASKY AND 
KENT’S CONTRACTS 


All for 5 Years—Sews Up Kent 
With Paramount—Meet- 
ings This Week 





The annual meeting of the stock- 
holders of Famous Players-Lasky 
Corp. ws held in the new offices 
in Paramount Building yesterday 
(Tuesday). At it five new directors 
of the corporation were elected. To- 
day there will be a meeting of the 
Board of Directors and tomorrow 
a meeting of the Finance Committee. 
Friday will be a general ratification 
on the part of the board of the busi- 
ness of the week. 

As a result of the meeting there 
will be three new five-year con- 
tracts issued. The first will be to 
Adolph Zukor as president and the 
second to Jesse L. Lasky as vice- 
president in charge of production. 
They will become active in Decem- 
ber of this year when the present 
contracts expire. The third con- 
tract will assure the corporation of 
the services of Sidney R. Kent for 
five years from a date about 18 
months hence, when his present 
contract expires. 


This places a quietus on all the 
rumors Kent might head the new 


half billion dollar merger of pic- 
ture producing, distributing and 
theatre interests, Kent would have 
been the logical man for the post 
had those interested been success- 
ful in luring him away from the 
Paramount organization. 

Kent is looked upon as the most 
high-powered sales executive in the 
entire industry and he has proven 
himself with the Paramount organ- 
ization to an extent that has built 
its sales force into a tremendous 
machine functioning at top speed 
at all times. In addition to his 
ability to keep the sales division 
moving Kent has a keen insight 
along showman lines of the value 
of product. 

With Kent out of the running 
there is an open question as to who 
might head the merged organiza- 
tions when, they get together. 

At the meeting Zukor made a 
number of glowing predictions for 
the future of the Paramount-Fa- 
mous Lasky Corp., the adoption of 
that new name for the organization 
having been ratified by the mock- 
holders. 

The reason for the rush of meet- 
ings within four days is that Mr. 
Zukor is sailing for Europe on the 
“Majestic” Friday night. 

After the meeting the following 
statement was issued by S. R. Kent 
regarding himself. 

‘IT have no intention of leaving 
Famous Players. My present con- 
tract with the company has 18 more 
months to run. Proof of the fact 
that I do not contemplate severing 
my connection with Famous Play- 
ers can be found in the fact that I 
have just signed a new five-year 
contract, which becomes operative 
on the expiration of my present 
agreement, 

“Thus, for the next six years and 
a half I shall continue with Para- 
mount those pleasant relations 
which have marked my career for 
the last nine years. I hope this 
formal statement will set at rest 
for all time any rumors of my de- 
parture.” 


HEARST’S 2-REELERS 
OF STRIPS FOR M-G-M 


W. R. Hearst's Cosmopolitan pte- 
ture company will make two-reel 
comedies for the Metro-Goldwyn- 


Mayer film program next season, 
from accounts. 

The Hearst two reelers, it ts salt, 
will be adapted from the comic 











strips in the Hearst newspapers. 


JOHNSONS COMING FROM AFRICA 
WITH REAL WILD ANIMAL FILMS 





In Jungle, 150 Miles from 


any Habitation, for Three 


Years—800 Miles from Coast—Mr. and Mrs. Mar- 
tin Johnson in Camp With Native Boys 





F. P.’S NEWSREEL 
NOVELTY AND 
FEATURE FILM 


For Famous’ Program 
Next Season—‘Novelty’ 


Part Not Described 








Famous Players-Lasky’s full pic- 
ture program for next season will 
include a full length feature, news- 
reel and novelty film 

It is not mentioned as to the 
chafacter or subject of the pro- 
posed novelty picture in the layout. 


A query as to whether it would be 
fn line of an educational was met 
with an evasive but doubtful reply. 

Nor could it be learned if Fa- 
mous intends to make its own nov- 
elty films, commission others to do 
60 or accept such approved novelty 
pictures as might be submitted 
to it. 


ROTHACKER VICE LEVEE 
AT 1ST NAT'L STUDIOS 


Rowland Makes Appointment 
in Effect May 15—Levee De- 
manded Conditions 








Los Angeles, March 29. 
Waterson Rothacker, formerly 
head of the Rothacker-Aller Film 
Laboratories, will succeed M, C. 
Levee, the general executive man- 


ager of First National Studios in 
Burbank on May 15, if present 
plans laid out by Riehard A. Row- 
land are carried through. 

Rothacker, personal friend and 
associate of Rowland, came to the 
coast with the latter on his present 
visit. Rowland piloted Rothacker 
around the studios and also had 
him familiarize himself with the 
duties that Levee performs, 

Levee came to the studio before 
it was opened on a one-year con- 
tract, and is reported to have re- 
fused to extend it unless certain 
conditions as to studio operation 
and authority were agreed upon by 
Rowland. 

It is understood that Levee, when 
leaving First National, will join 
United Artists as executive aide to 
Joseph M. Schenck, with whom he 
has been associated in several busi- 
ness enterprises. 

Rothacker is now en route to 
New York and will return here in 
time to take over the studio reins 
when Levee leaves. 





Thomson as Jesse James 





Los Angeles, March 29. 
Fred Thomson’s first for F-P-L 
will be founded on the Jife of Jesse 
James, desperado of the west. 


production based on the life of 
Davy Crockett. 

Thomson is now making his fina! 
rpicture for I’-B-O. 





He will follow this with a second | 


,% 
ww 


London, March 21. 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Johnson, 
game hunters and explorers, are 
expected to reach here within the 
next 60 days, after three years of 
isolation in an African jungle camp, 
150 miles away from the nearest 
house or white. Thelr camp in the 
heart of the jungle was 800 miles 
from the seacoast. With them were 
16 or 20 native boys. 


Returning with the Johnsons, 
from accounts, are moving pictures 
of animal life and animal specimens 
in reels equal to 200,000 feet. They 
will go to the States with the 
hunters. A U. 8S. government in- 
stitute extended a subsidy of $150,- 
000 to the Johnsons on the under- 
standing that they remain for three 
years of observation in the jungle, 
and giving the institute first claim 
on the results. The Johnsons, how- 
ever, reserved the commercial ex- 
hibition rights of the pictures and 
doubtlessly will once again present 
their wild animal films to American 
audiences. 

Among their guests in the jungle 
was George Eastman, on his recent 
African hunting expedition. He is 
said to have contributed $25,000 to 
the Johnsons for necessary ex- 
penses, they having about exhausted 
the amount allowed them by the 
institute. 

Friendly Animals 


In their jungle camp, enclosed by 
a barbed wire fence electrically 
charged, the Johnsons have shot no 
game. Instead they were success- 
ful in becoming friendly with the 
wild animals hovering around, un- 
til it almost paralyzed their few 
visitors to see a wild animal ap- 
proach the porch for food, and hear 
either one of the Johnsons ad- 
monish: 

“Don't move or say a word. No 
danger.” 

So insistent were the Johnsons 
that nothing be done to alarm the 
animals that a standing rule was 
no gun or pistol be discharged with- 
in a radious of 60 miles of the camp. 
When food was required, the John- 
sons, their guests or natives drove 
at least 60 miles away, before seek- 
ing any. 

Automatic Pictures 


The Johnsons have made several 
trips to the Africas. On the pres- 
ent one they carried many cameras 
and improved facilities of every na- 
ture for the taking of pictufs. One 
new device from reports they re- 
sorted to was to operate a moving 
picture camera automatically in re- 
mote quarters, where the wildest of 
the animals gathered. Upon the 
animal touching a spring, the 
camera would commence to work, 
its buzz or click annoying the ani- 
mals. Unable to locate it, the ani- 
mals would break into a passion of 
rage. Some extraordinary shots are 
reported to have been procured in 
this manner by the Johnsons. 








Henley for “Spring” 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Hobart Henley, instead of Sam 
Taylor, will direct “Spring Fever” 
for Metro-Goldwyn- Mayer. 

William Haines is to be starred. 
Taylor, borrowed from Mary Pick- 
ford to make the picture, 
called to the 
lot. 


was re- 
Pickford-lFairbanks 
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$32,000 “MFADDEN'S’ 
$8,000 OVER MET’S “CABARET” 
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Difference in Stage Shows, as State Has 1,300 
Less Capacity—2 New Supers Started—Neither 
Strong Enough for Road Show Prices 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

(Drawing Population, 1,450,000) 

. Loew's State seems to be getting 
the break on both screen and stage 
ever all the other downtown houses, 
with the result that “McFadden’s 
Piats,” with Fanchon and Marco's 
“Spring Idea,” led the town by over 
$8,000 last week, 

When the other houses along the 
main stem were able to count cus- 
tomers, the short capacity Loew’s 
State had them on the holdout lines 
at every evening. performance. On 


the last three days of the run it was 
cempelled to refund. 

Metropolitan, which has been 
skidding right along, took another 
fall with “Cabaret,” the Gilda Gray 
picture. for F. P.-L. The picture, 
though pleasing, did not seem to be 
able to overcome the handicap this 
house has had through its stage 
presentations, which seem to be 
negligible: Trade at the Million 
Dollar receded a bit with “Tell It to 
the Marines” in its fourth week. 

Two long’ run openings on the 
week. “The Beloved Rogue,” star~- 
ring John Barrymore, got off to a 
lukewarm start at the Criterion 
Wednesday night. Dailies did not 
gloat over Barrymore's first U. A. 
product. On the same evening “The 
Yankee Clipper’ got away at $1.50 
top in the Forum. With the Cri- 
terion having the elite of the film 
warld on hand the Forum outpour- 
ing was of the plebian order, with 
the only players introduced those of 
the De Mille organization, while at 
the other opening, a most brilliant 
downtown affair, everyone who 
meant anything in the cinema field 
was on hand. 

It is hardly possible that either of 
these pictures; unless forced, will get 
beyond a three-week stay at their 
respective houses.. 

Excursions for Specials 

Grauman's Egyptian and Carthay 
Circle seem to have felt the Lénten 
period. Both houses are now going 
after excursion and theatre parties, 
with “Old Ironsides” leading “What 
Price Glory” by around $4,000 on the 
past week. 

Abe Lyman and his Brunswick 
Orchestra managed to keep the Up- 
town on the winning side, despite 
the Universal product, “The Love 
Thrill,” did not create any furore. 
Lyman, regardless of picture, seems 
to be sure fire for a $10,000 take 
here, which keeps the house out of 
the red, something that was not 
done before his advent. 

“White Gold,” William K. Howard 
product at the Figueroa, had a fair 
week. Picture got fine notices, but 
possibly due to the previous P. D.C. 
product’s impression, around here, 
the public laid off. 

“The Fourth Commandment,” at 
the Broadway Palace for second run, 
seemed to be just able to nose out 
on the week, with the house taking 
a nice loss on the engagement. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Grauman’s Egyptian (U. A. T. 
Cir.)—“Old TIronsides” (F. P.-L.) 
(1,800; 50-$1.50). Dropped off bit 
at matinees but held up fairly well 
at night. Around $16,300. 

Carthay Circle (Fred Miller)— 
“What ,.Price Glory” (Fox) (1,500; 
50-$1.50). With 19 weeks to credit, 
held up fine at $12,000. 

Forum (B. & H. Cir.)—“Flesh and 
Devil? (M-G-M) (1,700; 50-$1.50). 
¥inal four days brought in $4,267. 
“Yankee Clipper” (P. D. C.) opened 
Wednesday night to $1,437. First 
five days did fairly at $7,900. 

Loew’s State (Loew-W. C.)—“Mc- 


Fadden’'s Flats” ¢F. N.) (2,200; 25- 
$1). Could not handle them fast 


enough at night with this box office 
knockout. Led town at around $32,- 
000. almost record for house. 
Metropolitan (Publix)—“Cabaret” 
(¥. P.-L.) (3,595; 35-65). 


show. 
No money in that gross for house. 


Million Dollar (Publix)—‘Tell It 
35-85). 
Yor fourth week showed up nicely 


to Marines” (M-G) (2,200; 
at $14,500. 
Uptown (West 


Thrill” (U)* (1,750; 25-75). 


This Gilda 
Gray picture got no help from stage 
Unable to get beyond $24,000. 


Coast)—"Love 
Not box 
office thrill, with Abe Lyman mus- 
ical outfit savior, bringing gross to 





LOEW'S STATE, $18,100, 
BEATS SAENGER, $17,200 
First Time Since Hew Saenger 


Opened—‘“‘Rogue” Sent 
House to Rear 





New Orleans, March 29. 
Loew's State stepped out ahead 
of the new Saenger last week, top- 
ping the larger, more pretentious 


theatre by nearly $1,000. The 
Saenger received an awful wallop 
with Jonn Barrymore in “The Be- 
loved Rogue,” considered locally 
his poorest film to date. Saenger 
barely passed $17,000, its lightest 
week since opening. 

State had Jackie Coogan in 
“Johnny Get Your Hair Cut.” It 
passed $18,000. Aiding and abet- 
ting at the box office was William 
Morris’ freak feature,| Hamid Bey, 
buried on the stage at all perform- 
ances, 

Strand and Liberty limped along. 
“The Thoroughbred,” at the Tudor, 
had a “rough trip.” 

Estimates for Last Week 

Saenger (3,568; 65), “Beloved 
Rogue.” Patrons viewed picture in 
light of sheer buffoonery from pro- 
duction angle. Dropped to $17,200. 
Loew’s State (3,218; 60), “Joh 
Get Your Hair Cut.” One of big- 
fest weeks of year; $18,100. 

Strand (2,200; 50), “Altars of De- 
sire.” This atest of Mae Murray’s 
drew $3,800.. 

Liberty (1,800; 50), “Love ‘Em 
and Leave ‘Em.” Just $2,700. 
Tudor (800; 40), “The Thorough- 
bred.” Only $1.400. 

(Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 


Not Bow Nor. ‘Casey’ 
Could Aid Providence 


. Providence, March 29, 
(Drawing Pop., 300,000) 
Lenten season hak a firm grip and 
grosses continued downward for 

third week. 

“Casey at the Bat,” with Wallace 
Beery’s clowning” provoking goodly 
number of laughs, didn’t register as 
it should haye at the Strand, though 
doing fair business “A Kiss in a 
Taxi” at. the Majestic, with the 
Vitaphone program a wow, failed 
to create expected riot. The Albee 
fell off, with “One Increasing Pur- 
pose” getting little attention. 

A revival of “Don Juan” at the 
Rialto, which flared brilliantly on 
its first showing here a month ago, 
suffered a dull three days, and 
Clara Bow in “Dancing Mothers” 
at the end of week no better. 

_ Estimates for Last Week 
Victory (K.-A.) 1,950; 15-40), 
“Ankles Preferred” (Fox) and “Un- 
derstanding Heart” (M.-G.-M.). 
Comedy and outdoor themes fur- 
nishing nice combination. House 
did fair big: $6,300. 

Albee (K.-A.) (2,500; 15-75). “One 
Increasing Purpose” (Fox) mildly 
received, Vaude feature, “The 
Test,” with Glenn Richards, and 
remaining bill couldn’t draw in past 
week: $9,200. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,500; 15-40). 
“Kiss in Taxi’ (F. P.) didn’t click. 
Vitaphone little aid at box office. 
Slumped badly to $5,700. ~ 

Emery (Fay) (1,474; 15-50). “The 
Cheaters” (Tiffany) and fair vaude 








left house no exception to poor 
week. Dull at $4,000, 

Strand (Ind.) (2,200: 15-40). 
“Casey at Bat” (F. P.) had all ele- 
ments of record-breaker, but fell 
below previous comedy features 
here; $7,000. 


Fay (Fay) (2,000: 15-50). 
Tell the Wife’ (Warners) and usual 
vaude,. Nothing sensational; $5,500. 

Rialto (Fay) (1,448: 10-25). Dead 
heat along second-run highway, 
with “Don Juan” (Warners) and 
Clara Bow in “Dancing Mothers” 
(Ff. P.) falline hw wavside: $1,400. 
(Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 


“Don't 





10,500. ‘ : . 

. Criterion (West Coast)—‘Night Vignola Directing for U 

of Love” (U. A.) (1,600; 25-75). Los Angeles, March 29. 
Vinal two days drew $1,500. “Be- Robert Vignola has signed a con- 
loved Rogue” (U. A.) opened/tract with Universal. He will dai- 


Wednesday night to brilllant audi- 


ence at $1.50 top. 

around $11,000. 
Figueroa (Far 

Gold” (P. D. C.) (1,600; 25-75). 


ness. $7,500. 
Broadway Palace 


First five days 


West)—‘“White 
Just 
got by instead of deing real busi- 


(Orpheum)— 
*Fourth Commandment” (U) (1,545; 


rect several super Jewels. 





15-40). Played second run after 
Uptown. Could not stir them up. 
Around $2,400 came in. Plenty of 
red on books. 


(Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 








WELL SET STYLE SHOW 
| STATE, MINN., $18,000 





Huge Gross ‘in Bad Week— 
Mae Murray and Denny’s 
Poor Showings 





Minneapolis, March 29. 

Things could have been worse 
last week. At least, business was 
very good in three spots. Taking 
the local theatrical situation in its 
entirety, one must paint a gloomy 
picture. Grosses are away off, for 
the most part, even fer this season 
of the year. A depression throttling 
other lines of trade for some time 
past is now giving the showhouses 
a taste. 

The Bainbridge Dramatic Stock 
did another enormous week with 
Edith Taliaferro in “Pygmalion”’— 
its second. in succession. “Rain,” 
preceding attraction, pulled suffi- 
ciently strong to necessitate two 
extra performances. 

The other two bright spots were 
the State and the Strand, F. & R. 
movie houses. The former, with a 
big style show, chalked up a whale 
of a week, close to $18,000, and just 
about equalling the same theatre's 
figures on “It” recently. “Tell It to 
the Marines,” at the Strand, went 
over the top to the tune of about 
$6,000, good enough to result in its 
retention for a second week. The 
average pleasing show doesn’t seem 
to have half a «hance now, and it’s 
murder as far as the weak sisters 
are concerned. 

All tte other houses were close 
to rock-bottom. “What Price 
Glory,” in its second week at the 
Metropolitan, did next to nothing. 
The Hennepin-Orpheum had two 
good *headjiners, Belle Baker and 
Frank Fay, but the rest of the show, 
including the feature  photoplay, 
“Play Safe,” was calculated to 
arouse anything but enthusiasm, 
and the pickings were slim. Pan- 
tages and the Seventh Street gave 
the bargain hunters a run, but 
black crepe might very appropri- 
ately have been hung on their box 
office windows. 

Reginald Denny. has been a good 
card at the State here. In a good 
picture, “The Cheerful Fraud,” at 
the Garrick, where a new serial, 
“The Collegians,” was given an al- 
most equal splurge with him in the 
advertising and publicity, he went 
virtually unnoticed. This white- 
elephant house now seems to spell 
death for the best of the stars. 

Mae Murray in “Altars of De- 
sire” was consigned to the 35c. 
Lyric last week and didn’t draw. 


Estimates for Last Week 
State (F. & R.) ( 2,500; 60)— 
“Blonde or Brunette” (F. P.). A 
good picture that pleased nearly 
everybody. Adolphe Menjou draw 
here, but this time spring fashion 
revue, staged in conjunction with 
a local department store, pulled ’em 
in by wholesale. Setting and enter- 
tainment splendid. In addition to 
20 models, two good teams of 
dancers, ballet of eight girls, sister 
team of singers and another girl 
singer. Thirteen members of house 
orchestra and organist, at piano, 
occupied place on the stage. Around 
$18,000. Great business. 
Strand (F. &. RR.) (1,500; 50). 
“Tell It to the Marines” (M. G. M.). 
Scored big. Opened fine, due to 
extra heavy exploitation and helped 
during: week by word-of-mouth 
boosting. About $6,000. Very satis- 
factory considering general condi- 
tions. Held over. ; 
Garrick (F. & R.)° (2,000; 50). 
“Cheerful Fraud” (U). Good pic- 
ture and Reginald Denny generally 
draw at State here, but couldn’t 


WAR DEPT. LOCAL WAR PICTURE 
DREW $10.700 TO MONROE, LOOP, 





“Scarlet Letter,” $37,000; “Satan,” $21,000, and 
“Blind Alleys,” $43,000, All Low Despite Big 
Figures Last Week—Roosevelt’s Return Policy 





“4TH COMMANDMENT,” 
$22,300, LED MILW’KEE 
Take-Chance-Week at Wis- 


consin Sent Gross to $21,000 
—Palace to $19,800 





Milwaukee, March 29. 
(Drawing Pop., 650,000) 

Talk of censorship of the stage, 
and screen and the Lenten slug- 
gishness which has been expected 
to wallop Milwaukee theatres 
roundly was not felt keenly in the 
majority of the film houses here 
last week. While legit and bur- 
lesque houses were roundly rapped 
by the slump in biz, the picture 
theatres soared high, following the 
lead of the Alhambra and Wiscon- 
sin, which held the usual neck and 
neck race for leadership in straight 
pictures. 

With three movie artists as stage 
headliners, the Palace polled a good 
gate, with the Miller and Majestic 
following. The Miller has evident- 
ly accepted a new picture policy, 
using second run features after the 
Saxe. It used “Tell It to the 
Marines” last week, and follow this 
with “The Kid Brother.” 

Estimates for Last Week 
Alhambra (U.), “Fourth Com- 
mandment” (U.) (3,000; 25-50-75). 
Picture evidently pleased blood and 
thunder audiences, doing far above 
expectations. Stage show, a la Paul 
Ash, also helped bring gross to 
$22,300, 

Garden (Uihlein), “Lunatic at 
Large” (F. N.) (1,000; 25-50). Came 
in on wave of humorous films that 
have drawn local field for past 
two weeks. Got little better than 
$4,500. 

Majestic (Orpheum), “Prit¢e of 
Honor” (Col.) (1,600; 15-25-40). 
Second string Orph acts and picture 
did usual biz, probably little lower; 
$7,900. ” 

Merrill (Saxe), “Stepping Along” 
(F. N.) (1,200; 26-50). Another of 
those comedy releases, but Hines 
picture got plenty laughs, drawing 
fairly. Nothing in comparison with 
what house has previously done; 
$7,500. 

Miller (Saxe), “Tell It to Marines 
(M.-G.-M.) (1,400; 15-25-40). After 
two weeks at Merrill some time ago 
didn’t do this Loew combination 
house much good. Close to $8,000. 
Palace (Orpheum), ‘Fighting 
Love” (P. D. C.) (2,400; 25-50-75). 
Three movie stars in person, Baby 
Peggy, Lowell Sherman and Pauline 
Garon, helped draw at this first run 
Orph. house; $19,800. 

Strand (Saxe), “Casey at Bat” 
(F. P.-L.) (1,200; 25-50). Second 
week for Beery film; got fair draw 
and house should go to $20,000 for 
two weeks. Around $8,000 last 
week. 

Wisconsin (Saxe), “Affair of Fol- 
lies” (F. WN.) (3,500; 25-50-60). 
Take-a-Chance Week, with nothing 





pull this house out of dumps. 
Around $3,000. 

Lyric (F. & R.) (1,350; 35). 
“Altars of Desire” (M, G. M.). Even 


below standard of recent Mae Mur- 
ray pictures, which have been none 
too strong. About $1,800. 

Grand (F. & R.) (1,100; 25). “Go- 
ing Crooked” (Fox). Good melo- 
drama for this house. Nearly $1,- 


400. - 

Hennepin-Orpheum (2,890; 50- 
99). “Play Safe’ (Pathe) and 
vaude. Picture had no box office 


value and show as whole nothing to 
brag about, although headliners, 
Belle Baker and Frank Fay, were 
all that one could want. Around 
$11,000. Suffered from stiff State 
competition and general conditions. 
Pantages (Pantages) (1,600; 50). 
“Hills of Kentucky” (Warner) and 
vaude. Good Rin-Tin-Tin picture 
and. satisfactory vaudeville, but 
business off. Around $5,000. 
Seventh Street (Orpheum) (1,480; 
40). “When a Dog Lives” and 
vaude. Changed back to full week 
policy. Prices reduced. One less 
act. Vaude especially good for 
scale, but they wouldn’t come. 
About $4,600. 
(Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 





German Player Assigned 
: Los Angeles, March 29. 
Marietta Millner, Ufa player, 
who arrived in Hollywood last 
week after a screen test, was as- 
signed to the feminine lead in 
“Drums of the Desert.” 
Story is by Zane Gray and John 
Waters is directing. Warner Baxter 
has the male lead. 





advertised. Big stage show. “Blind” 
ad stunt helped. and house must 
have passed $2?1.000., 

(Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 


‘FIRE’ AT STATE, $16,000 


Trentini on Stage—Not So Good in 
Boston 











Boston, March 29. 

Business at the picture houses in 
this city last week was about nor- 
mal for this time of year with the 
grosses of the big ones not very 
large. This is a condition which is 
to be expected here at this time of 
year, and did not cause any sur- 
prise. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Metropolitan (4,000; 50-65) — 
Adolphe Menjou in “Evening 
Clothes” with the stage attraction 
“Stone Age Follies,” Publix unit. 

State (4,000; 35-50-65) With 
“Fire Brigade” as picture, and Emma 
Trentini on stage house grossed 
close to $16,000. 

Orpheum (4,000; 35-50) — John 
Barrymore in “The Beloved Rogue” 


| did better than $18,000 last week. 


“What Price Glory” did $12,000 at 
the Maiestic. 


(Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 





FILMING “GLAD EYE” 


London, March 29. 
Estelle Brody begins work today 





on a film version of “The Giod Eye” 
under direction of Maurice Elvey. 


,*% 
. 


° Chicago, March 29. 

Rain, Lent and a couple of weak 
sisters in the picture lineup held 
the Loop average to an unusual low 
last week. 

The biggest exception, and a gem 
in its class, was the $10,700 counted 
up by Manager Abe Cohen at the 
Monroe. The picture, “Illinois In 
France” is a special War Depart- 


ment release and. gave the theatre’s 
$4,000 regular gross such a boost 
that the house plans on keeping it 
at least two weeks more. 

Local reviewers gave the film a 
healthy plug and this combined with 
special advertising and exploitation 
hookups provided plenty of cus- 
tomers for the theatre’s 973 seats. 

The Chicago continued as Lent’s 
prize Loop victim, donating $5,000 
last week to the religious period 
with “The Searlet Letter’ and an 
unmagnetic stage bill. This‘is quite 
a disappointment, as the picture was 
expected to bring the house up quite 
a few notches after the extremely 
low $35,000 recorded the previous 
week. It reached $37,000 

Another slap was at McVicker’s 
with “Sorrows of Satan” starting 
off to the lowest first week gross 
taken in this theatre since its 
change from a stage band policy 
several months ago to specials on 
a run. 

The worst business was at the 
start of the engagement, picking up 
as the week went on. If it doesn’t 
have a relapse, the picture to all 
appearances will show an improve- 
ment in drawing power this week. 

Two of the Chi femme reviewers 
gave thousands of Oriental’s cus-, 
tomers quite a shock by coming 
out gushingly in favor of “Blind 
Alleys,” a Thomas Meighan mistake, 
As a demonstration of the b. o 
ability of Paul Ash the house 
dropped only $1,000 with the plce- 
ture, despite the multitudinous word 
of mouth pannings “Alleys” had to 
take from all sides. ; 

“Old Ironsides” opens tonight at 
the Auditorium, following eight 
profitable weeks of “Beau Geste.” 
Vita finished at the $2 Wood's, with 
the house dark. 

Estimates’ For Last Week 

Auditorium (Shubert) —“‘Beau 
Geste” (F. P.) (3,000; 50-1.50). In- 
cluding Monday night this week, 
brought $16,500 for cléSing perform- 
ances. Advance billing for “Old 
Ironsides” opening tonight (Tues- 
day) didn’t help “Geste” any, as the 
“Ironsides” stuff has been posted 
around the neighborhoods for over 
pt weeks with qa “Now” paster 
on it. 

Chicago (Publix)—‘“Scarlet Let- 
ter” (M-G-M) )4,100; 50-75). Ree 
covered only $2,000 from its $7,000 
slump previous week; still $5,000 
below customary at $37,000. 

McVicker’s (Publix)—"Sorrows of 
Satan” (F. P.-L.) (2,400; 60-75). 
Started off to record first-week low 
of $21,000; business showed signs 
of life toward latter part of week, 
with better take for this week ex- 
pected. 

Monroe (Fox)—“Illinois In 
France’”’ (Ind.) (973; 50). Wer De- 
partment film, showing local boys 
in actual conflict, got sensational 
first week of $10,700. Two more 
weeks certain. 

Oriental (Publix)—‘“Blind Alleys” 
(F. P.) (2,900; 35-60-75). This week 
picture left it up to Paul Ash. Band 
leader showed his form by bringing 
in $43,000 worth of Paul-Ash-Every- 
Week Club members. 

Orpheum (Warner)—“What Every 
Girl Should Know”-Vita. (Warner). 
Second week displayed weakness 
with $6,460. 

Randolph (U.)—“The Shock” (U.) 
“Feet of Mud” (Pathe) (650; 50). 
This combo also in second week did 
$5,400; first week $6,300. 

Roosevelt (Publix)—‘“Held.by the 
Law” (U.)~ (1,400; 50). Last week 
of programs and second runs, with 
house reverting to “special” policy 
with “Casey at the Bat”; $13,000 for 
“Law.” 

State-Lake (Orph.) —“ Notorious 
Lady” (F. N.) (2,800; 50-75). Drop 
of $3,000 below anniversary celebra- 
tion week, doing $19,000 average. 

Wood's (J. L. & S.)—“When @a 
Man Loves”-Vita. (Warner) (1,073; 
50-$2). Last week of this one; $11,- 
000; house dark for while. 
(Gopyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 





GLORIA SWANSON’S NEXT 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Lenore Coffee is providing Gloria 





Swanson with her next story, 
“Battalion of Death.” 
| Miss Coffee is also writing an 


| original entitled “Bed and Board” 
as a First National product. 


. 
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ROXY 2D WK., $95.000—B’WAY BACK; 
PARAMT, $73,200 —CAP ITOL, $52,600 Leads Seattle — “Demi-Bride’ 





Vita and “White Flannels” 


on Grind Disappointed at 


Colony, $6,700—‘“Metropolis” Looks Set for Run 
—Roxy Claimed $115,000 2d Week 





> 
A 





For the second week of its op- 
eration with the inaugural show re- 
maining intact the claims set forth 


for the Roxy are that the business 
only fell $4,000 below that of the 
opening week. That would mean 
that the house did approximately 28 
percent of the total of $416,362 
rung up in the 15 theatres either 
laying a weekly change policy or 
folding pictures for a run on 
Broadway. 

However, the outside claims are 
to the effect that the Roxy busi- 
ness in reality dropped off about 
$24,000, and that the actual gross 
for the second week was around 
$95,000. 

Broadway got a shock Saturday 
when the announcement was made 
William Fox had taken over the 
house, through his purchase of the 
stock interest held by Herbert 
Lubin, who, with Arthur Sawyer, 
was one of the original promoters 
of the plan for a Roxy theatre, 
which plan under his direction de- 
weloped into a Roxy chain. This 
chain is to be hooked-up with the 
Fox houses existing and those now 
builting in various parts of the 
e€ountry. 

Ho-vever, the other big houses on 
Broadway came back to their nor- 
mal business last week with the 
Paramount showing Adolphe Men- 
jou in “Evening Clothes” playing 
to $73,200. At the Capitol, Norma 
Shearer in “The Demi-Bride” came 
through with $52,600. The Strand, 
which held over John Barrymore in 
“The Beloved Rogue” for a second 
week, got $30,200, giving the pic- 
ture a- total of $67,900 on the two 
weeks. The next biggest money 
was “Metropolis” at the Rialto in 
its second week of a run, $28,000. 

A disappointment was registered 
at the Colony with “White Flan- 
nels” and Vitaphone, the first pro- 
gram of Vitaphone to be given on 
the street at popular prices and a 
grind with $6,700. At the little 
Cameo a combination of “Thru 
Darkest Africa” and a revival of 
“Shoulder Arms” drew $6,000. 

The new show that opened at the 
Roxy Saturday has the Monte Blue 
feature, “Wolf's Clothing” and a 
new surrounding show. A claim 
made for Saturday is $24,489 and for 
Sunday, $28,000, while the figures 
for Monday up to 6 p. m. are said 
to have been $4,000 above those on 
the first Monday of operating. 

Road Shows Hold Their Own 

In the road show division the at- 
tractions in the main either held 
their own or bettered the receipts of 
the previous week. At the Astor, 
“The Big Parade” for its 70th week 
on Broadway played to $16,000, giv- 
ing it the top money of the street. 
The Selwyn with “When a Man 
Loves” next, showed $15,100, while 
at the Cohan “The Rough Riders” 
finished with $15,000. 

“Slide, Kelly, Slide,” opening at 
the Embassy March 22, did $9,700 in 
11 performances, while at Warner’s 
“Don Juan” showed $11,100. 

“Old Ironsides” at the Rivoli im- 
proved a little, getting $12,850, while 
“Beau Geste” at the Criterion had 
$10,800. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Astor— “Big Parade” (M-G-M) 
(1,120; + $1.10-$2.20) (7ist week). 
Record holder fumped $600 last 
week, finishing with $16,000. 

Cameo—"Thru Darkest Africa” 
and “Shoulder Arms” (549; 50-75). 
Played to $6,000 last week with the 
double bill, latter of which is Chap- 
lin reissue. ‘ 

Capitol—“The Demi-Bride” (M-G- 
M) (5,450; 50-$1.65). Norma 
Shearer got good week, $52,600 with 
good surrounding show. 

Cohan—“Rough Riders” (F. P.-L.) 
3,338; $1.10-$2.20) 3d = =~week). 

eems to have struck peculiar re- 
sponsive chord with admirers of 
late Col. Roosevelt, pulling busi- 
ness on strength of that. Last 
week $14,950 first 14 performances. 

Colony — “White Fiannels” and 
Vita (W. B.) (1,980; 60-75) (2d 
week). First week of new grind 
policy here failed to click as ex- 

ected. Returns decidedly off at 

6,700. 

Criterion—“Beau Geste” (F. P.- 
ZT.) (812; $1.10-$2.20) (31st week). 
Lifted little last week, $10,800. 

Embassy — “Slide, Kelly, Slide” 
(M-G-M) (596; $1.10-$2.20) (2d 
week). Opened Tuesday night last 
week on 11 performances, $9,700. 

Harris—“What Price Glory” (Fox) 
(1,024; $1.19-$2.20) (19th week). 
Business here went up almost $1,- 
000 last week, with final figure 
showing $14,900. Pian under foot 
to slip picture into Roxy for four 
week’s run immediately after closing 
Harris. 

‘Paramount — “Evening Clothes” 
(F. P.-L.) (4,000; 40-75-99). Adolphe 





$38,100, “F. & D.” 
AT WARFIELD— 
NEAR RECORD 


San Francisco, March 29. 

It was all “Flesh and the Devil” 
last week. Rest of street didn’t 
have a look in with the exception 
of Pantages who had Van and 
Schenck to head their bill 

The “F. and D.” show had been 
given a circus billing, the Warfield 
had been talking about the picture 
ever since Christmas, when it was 
first slated to run and the town was 
ready to go. They broke away with 
15 grand over the week-end and 
then held a better than a four gate 
every day, finishing to $38,100. Fri- 
day, with the publicity all out on 
“McFadden’s Flats” and most of 
the billboards covered they broke 
the announcement that “F. and D” 
would run for a second week. This 
breaks a long established rule with 
the Warfield—it has always held to 
the “one a week” policy. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Warfield—‘Flesh and Devil’’(M- 
G-M) (2,630; 35-50-65-90). Pegged 
for winner from jump. Manage- 
ment even went so far as to stage 
six de luxe performances Saturday 
and Sunday and five on all other 
days with doors opening at 10 daily. 
Busted every picture record wide 
open, only exception of Duncan 
Sisters. $38,100 big money for this 
town and sets mark for other 
houses to shoat at. Stage act boiled 
down to Rube Woif and band with 
Armstrong and Phelps. a 

Granada—‘Evening Clothes” (F. 
P.) (2,785; 35-50-65-90). Adolphe 
Menjou usually good draw here, but 
couldn’t stand pull of trio of Gil- 
bert-Garbo-Hansen. Dropped _ to 
$21,750. Del Chain acting as mas- 
ter of ceremonies on bill that had 
Milton Watson and Peggy Bernier. 

St. Francis—"Casey at Bat” (F. 
F.) (1,375; 35-50-65-90). “Casey” 
collected gross of any normal good 
picture, but what would fall to the 
lot of a heralded “super-comedy.” Is 
top dough for this one that is slated 
to go out April 1, with “Marines” 
following. $12,900. 

California—“Blind Alley” (F. P.) 
(2,200; 35-50-75). Finally got Tom 
Meighon in jinx house of Publix 
group in town. Either because they 
wanted him to boost business or 
because they figured feature and 
star would hold up in other houses. 
$12,250. Trifle better than normal. 

Canitol—Dark. 
(Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 








Menjou as name outside gave busi- 
ness corking lift last week, with 
statement at $73,200. Saturday and 
Sunday current week, with John 
Philip Sousa as big name, house 
did around $13,000 daily. 
Rialto—“Metropolis” (UFA-F., P.- 
L.) (1,960; 35-50-75-99) (4th week). 
This foreign film looks as though 
it is going to be another “Variety,” 


| judging from manner in which it is 


holidng up. Gross last week, $28,- 
000, only $500 under previous week. 

Rivoli—“Old Ironsides” (F. P.-L.) 
(2,200; $1.10-$2.20) (16th week). Up 
about $1,000 Jast week over previous 
one, showing $12,850. 

Roxy—"“The Love 
(Swanson-U. A.) (6,250; mats. 50- 
$1.10; eves. 75-$1.10-$1.65). Last 
week second for inaugural show at 
house. Rothafel personally claims 
business off only little more than 
$4,000 from opening week. Outside 
figures indicate business dropped 
to $95,000 second week. Roxy claim 
would have put it $20,000 above $95,- 
000 for second week’s net business. 
Willlam Fox took over house 
through buying of Herbert Lubin 
stock. Rothafel stays under con- 
tract he has for next 10 years. 

Selwyn — “When a Man Loves” 
and Vita (W. B.) (1,007; $1.65- 
$2.20). Took drop of about $700 
last week, getting $15,100. Picture 
far from displaying strength of 
‘Don Juan.” 

Strand—“Beloved Rogue” (Barry- 
more-U. A.) (2,900; 35-50-75). Sec- 
ond week of Barrymore picture here 
got $30,200, giving about $67,900 on 
two weeks. 

Warner’s—“Don Juan” 


of Sunya” 





and Vita 


(W. B.) (1,360; $1.65-$2.20) (34th 
week). Just little drop here, at 
$11,190. 
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VITA AND ‘DON JUAN’ 


GET $14,000—SEATTLE 


Next at $11,600—Stock’s 
2d Wk. of ‘Glory,’ $7,000 








Seattle, March 28. 
(Drawing Pop. 450,000) 

John Hamrick always had a small 
gold mine in the Blue Mouse and 
business was off any time there 
wasn’t a line. The house has been 
running as a two-bitter with first | 
runs and orchestra. 

Last week the scale jumped to | 
50c. general admission, and the lines 
grew longer and longer. Vitaphone 
was the vita-factor that did the 
business. “Don Juan” waa the pic- 
ture scored to Vitaphone and the 
short numbers included Martinelli 
and a talk by Will Hays. 

Vitaphone made the Blue Mouse 
the sensation of town last week, 

With “The Demi-Bride” at the 
Fifth starting off close to the high 
gross made by Colleen Moore the 
week prior in “Orchids and Ermine,” 
there was a little drop-off toward 
the end. United Artists staged a 
comeback following its record flop 








with “The Fire Brigade.” Eddie 
Hitchcock declares he could have 
drawn more with the picture if it 
had been called “The Burning Love.” 
Anyhow “McFadden’s Flats” was 
chock full of clean, fast comedy 
stuff and the patrons always like 
that. Its draw was just behind the 
record that Lloyd made in “The Kid 
Brother.” 

These three houses seemed to beat 
Lent, while another house to run 
wild was the President, with “What 
Price Glory” for the second week, 
the gross being very good in view 
of that. 

The Coliseum dropped a trifle off 
but plugged hard for “Faust,” next. 
A new stunt was to have Helene 
Moore speak at-a number of wo- 
men’s clubs the past week regarding 
Faust. However, “Love’s Greatest 
Mistake” clicked fairly considering 
the strong opposish at Blue Mouse, 
closest to the Coliseum. 

The Columbia got a nice break 
with Richard Barthelmess in “The 
White Black Sheep” due to this star 
coming to town in person, and now 
oe at Camp Lewis for a new pic- 
ure, 

About 750 extras were hired in 
Seattle, many ex-soldiers, for the 
filming at Camp Lewis. Manager 
Bender gave a special preview for 
the extras just before they went to 
work in the new picture. 

Pantages put “The Auctioneer” 
into electric lights and had George 
Billings as Abraham Lincoln in a 
stage act that helped the draw. 

Estimates For Last Week 

Fifth Avenue (N. A.)—(2,700; 25- 
40-65) “The Demi-Bride” (M-G-M). 
No one raved but steady business 
with Lipschultz’s violin solos and 
directing feature; Fanchon & Marco 
presentation again very nifty; $11,- 
600. 

United Artists (N. A.-U. A.)—(1,- 
600; 25-35-50) “McFadden’s Flats” 
(F. N.). Great business considering 
general conditions with strong bills 
elsewhere. Caught fancy of fans 
and business ran close to house rec- 
ord since U. A. took interest in 
house; $10,000. 

Columbia (U.)—(1,110; 25-35-50) 
“White Black Sheep” (F. N.). 
Timely booking and management 
tied up nicely with Barthelmess now 
at Camp Lewis, nearby, for shoot- 
ing new film; $6,000. 

Coliseum (N. A.)—(2,100; 25-35- 
50) “Love’s Greatest Mistake” (F. 
P.). Fair business. Picture well 
liked. Coliseum orchestra featured; 


$7,300. 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick)—(1,000; 
50-75) “Don Juan” and Vitaphone 
(Warners). House seems about 
right size for excellent tonal effect; 
great throngs brought joy to owner 
and cash into till for probable rec- 
ord for this theatre which years ago 
played big features at same scale. 
John Barrymore helped, while nov- 
elty of Vitaphone was magic; $14,- 
000. 

Pantages—(1,500; 40-50-65) “The 
Auctioneer” (Fox). Manager Dearth 
advertised picture strong but also 
had George Billings cast as Lincoln 
in picture “Abraham Lincoln” as 
added attraction. Feature liked and 
factor; $9,000. 

President (Duffy)—(1,350; 50-1.25) 
“What Price Glory” (Henry Duffy 
Players, stock). Held for second 
week with business continuing 
strong. Well acted by local players 
with production making deep im- 
pression. Manager Bill McCurdy 
took full advantage in advertising 
stunts so whole town knew about 
it: $7,000. 
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Schayer Now Director 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

KE. Richard Schayer, former New 
York newspaper man and press 
agent, writing scenarios for Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer during the past) 
two years, will be promoted to a 
directorship. 

As his first assignment he will 
handle the megaphone for a dog 





picture, 


RESURRECTION,’ $15,500, BIG; 


‘HAPPINESS WEEK,’ PALACE, $17,000 





‘Unusual and Uniformly Improved Grosses in Wash- 


ington—Lloyd Got Good 2d Week at $8,500— 
“Affair of Follies” to $13,000 





FOX WITH $31,000 
BEAT STANLEY 
IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, March 29. 
A couple of sensations in the film 
line last week. Indications are that 
this will be one of the liveliest and 
most active spring seasons the pic- 

ture houses have ever had here. 
The Fox-Locust surpassed all ex- 
pectations on its opening. In 12 per- 
formances (the initiation showing 
was held Sunday night) there wasn’t 
a vacant seat. Unqualified capac- 
ity. The picture was “What Price 
Glory,” at $1.65 top. The house ca- 
pacity is announced at 1,800, but 
that isn’t exact, there being a little 


under that number of available 
seats. The week's gross was re- 
ported at $24,000. The amazing part 
was the matinee trade, which was 
just as heavy as that of the even- 
ings, although the Fox-Locust, lo- 
cated in a big office building and 
in the heart of the hotel district, is 
not close to the shopping center. 
On three or four different occasions 
the line for advanced tickets was 80 
heavy that police were called in to 
clear a space for those going into 
the current performance, 

The notices for “Glory” were of a 
very glowing variety, but it is still 
too early to say whether it was the 
picture or the house that was re- 
sponsible for the mobs last week. 
At any rate, the talk is for “Glory.” 
The Fox-Locust is the only new 
house, building or projected, that is 
not in the West Market street area. 

It was expected that “What Price 
Glory” would seriously affect the 
business of “Don Juan,” the town's 
other road show picture, at the 
Aldine, but that didn’t materialize. 
Matinee trade was a little off early 
in the week, but the week’s gross 
was better than $19,000 for the full 
twelve performances as compared to 
$18,500 for ten performances the 
first week. Vitaphone is still in the 
bright novelty stage here and there 
is no reason, even’ with the heavy 
opposition, that it shouldn’t remain 
well into the hot weather. The 
present unit, with “Don Juan” as 
picture, should be good for at least 
six weeks, possibly elght. 

With these two road-showed re- 
serve seat pictures battling each 
other vigorously for supremacy, the 
real sensation of the week, never- 
theless, was the way George Olsen's 
band drew the mobs to the Fox. The 
very best criterion on the business 
is found in the fact that the Olsen 
bunch has not only been held in for 
a second week but will be kept for 
a third. Waring’s Pennsylvanians 
have always led the field here among 
the syncopation organizations, but 
Olsen and his boys bid fair to sup- 
plant them. 

With other stage features last week 
and the film, “Ankles Preferred,” the 
combination set the town on fire, 
and led the downtown picture houses 
on gross, an achievement all the 
more remarkable in view of the con- 
siderably smaller capacity of the 
Fox as compared to the Stanley. 
The figure on the week was just un- 
der $31,000, and, judging by the 
Monday attendance of this week, 
all house records will be broken. 

It took good business to beat 
the Stanley last week, too, as that 
house achieved a gross of between 
$28,000 and $29,000 with “McFad- 
den’s Flats.” As the film feature, 
and the Four Aristocrats, Natcha 
Nattova and Riodon, dancers, on the 
bill. 

An array of business such as was 
represented in these four houses 
last week was most unusual for 
Lent. Some of the others didn’t fare 
so well “Casey at the Bat” fell 
down rather badly at the Stanton, 
grossing about $10,000 and out at 
the end of the week which gave it 
only two weeks in all here. “Just 
Another Blonde” was something of 
a bust at the Arcadia, where it was 
under $2,500. 

Bebe Daniels had a fairly good 
week at the Karlton in “A Kiss ina 











Taxi,” which grossed about $3,000. 
Big Act Required 
That the Stanley realizes that big | 





presentation acts must be booked | 
in order to keep up with the Fox, is | 
evidenced in their announcement of i 


_-_ ——-—< 


Washington, March 29, 
(White Drawing Pop., 425,000, New 
Local Census) 

Things took an upward jump 
last week after Lent had taken its 
toll the preceding seven days. 

Harold Lioyd in “Kid Brother® 
showed his form by getting more 
in at the box office than most of 
them do on a second week at the 


Columbia; the new film, “Resurrec- 
tion,” having its premiere showing 
at the Rialto, about doubled the 
previous week, while the combina- 
tion of a pit orchestra playing 
Gershwin'’s “Rhapsody in Blue,” 
“An Affair of the Follies” and two 
Vitaphone shorts, one the local 
_— Al Jolson, added $3,000 at the 
et. 

The Palace with a special stage 
group of attractions, all labeled 
“Happiness Week,” helped the film 
“New York” more than most will 
admit. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Columbia (Loew)—“Kid Brother” 
(F. P.) (1,282; 36-50). Took off 
disappointment of first week with 
$12,500 by getting $8,500 last week 
(second). 

Met (Stanley-Crandall) — “Affair 
of Follies” (F. N.) and Vita (1,518; 
35-50). Combination with specially 
featured orchestra boosted takings 
to $13,000. 

Palace (Loew)—"“‘New York” (F. 
P.) and “Happiness Week,” consist- 
ing of Charles Dornberger’s Or- 
chestra, Drena Beach and Brown 
and Baily. (2,390; 35-50). Just un- 
der $17,000. Show talk of town. 

Rialto (U )—‘Resurrection” (U. 
A.) (1,978; 35-50). Premiere show- 
ing of film with extra advertising, 
plus excellent reviews from local 
scribes, doubled preceding week's 
business, giving this one $15,500. 

This Week 

Columbia, “Slide, Kelly, Slide”; 
Met., “Sorrows of Satan”; Palace, 
“The Show” and Carnival Week; 
“Rialto,” ‘Resurrection” (2d week). 
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coming attractions. This week, in 
addition to the film feature, “New 
York,” the Stanley has Anatole 
Friedland and his “Night at the 
Club Anatole,”-one of the most 
elaborate acts of its kind offered 
here. However, the Fox matches 
this with Olsen's band held over. 
“The General," with Buster Keaton 
as film feature, and Easter and 
Hazelton, dancers. 

The Stanton has.“The Winning of 
Barbara Worth”; the Arcadia, “Or- 
chids and Ermine” (first Colleen 
Moore picture not booked in at the 
Stanley in a long time), and the 
Karliton, “The Great Gatsby,” “Don 
Juan” and “What Price Glory” are 
holdovers, 

On April 4 the Stanley will have 
Tom ‘Brown and His Minstrels in 
addition to “The Show,” as film, 
Marita and Sadano, dancers, and 
the Whitney ensemble, while the 
Fox has Olsen's band again, Lou 
Holtz, comedian, and “Love Makes 
‘em Wild,” the Stanley is also get- 
ting Waring’s Pennsylvanians, its 
most sure-fire hit in a couple of 
weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Stanley (4,000; 36, 50, 75)—Me- 
Fadden's Flat” (ist N.). Picture 
liked and clicked without much in 
way of surrounding features. Could 
not get more than $28,000 or a few 
hundred dollars over, however. 

Aldine (1,500; $2)—“Don Juan” 
(Warner's, 24 week). Vitaphone 
first unit clicked nicely in second 
week, although some weaknesses at 
matinees early in week. Over $19, 
000 and sweet. 

Fox-Locust (1,800; $1.65)—“What 
Price Glory”: (Fox, 1st week). New 
house and great picture succeeded 
in packing them afternoon and 
night, with no signs of letup. Looks 
to be over for wallop. $24,000 or 
more. 

Stanton (1,700; 35-50-75)—“Casey 
at the Bat” (F. P.-I.: 2d week). 
Disappointed in second week and 
taken off Saturday. Around $10, 
000 If that. 

Fox (2,248; 99)—“Ankles Pree 
ferred” (Fox). Picture didn’t mean 
so much, but didn’t have to with 
George Olsen and band making big 
sensation of season so far as film 
houses are concerned. Word got 
around and mobs increased steadily 
all week. Almost £31,000. 

Arcadia (800; 50)—‘“Just Another 
Blonde” (ist N.). Weak sister and 
business showed under $2,500. 


Karliton (1,100: 59)—“A Kiss ina 
Taxi” (F. P.-L.). Did pretty well 
for time of year and house, Over 


q. ¢ 


ra) 
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DEMI-BRIDE’ TORONTO, $14,000; 


MONS,’ ENG, $7,500, SAME TOWN 





Canada Far From Wild 


Over English-Made Pic- 


tures—Its Lobby Turned Down at Ottawa— 
Some Statistical Figures and Facts 


+ 
y 





Toronto, March 29. 
(Drawing Population, 800,000 ) 

Dreary weather boosted Toronto 
grosses in stock and picture houses 
to a little better than average last 
week, with two legit houses doing 
nothing exciting with “The Scarlet 
Lily” at the Royal Alexandra and 
“On Approval” at Princess. 

The tilm money-maker of the week 
was “The Demi-Bride,” at the Up- 
town. It drew so-so reviews, but 
did about $14,000 because of the 
popularity of the star in Canada. 
Jack Arthur, musical director of 
F. P.-L. in Canada, has built up a 
tremendous following at this house 
because of the orchestra alone. 

Tivoli, where Luigi Romanelli also 
has a big following for his band, 
specializes on British films so far 
as possible (not so far). Last.week 
it did about $7,500 with “Mons,” war 
office release without plot. A short 
subject on the life of the Prince of 
Wales was added. Fair for this 
house. 

Loew's did better than $12,000 
with “Let It Rain” and vaude, while 
the Winter Garden, atop the regu- 
lar show, giving Saturday perform- 
ances only, added $2,000 to gross. 

Pantages did an average $11,000 
with “The Monkey Talks,” but the 
vaude bill, headed by Vesta Vic- 
toria, had more pull at box office 
than picture. 

“Michael Strogoff” opened poorly 
at the Regent, a smaller house ca- 
tering to the better class. After 
the reviews business picked up 
splendidly, with picture held over 
another two weeks. About $9,000, 


od, 
English Not So Strong 


Agitation for the showing of Brit- 
fsh pictures in ‘Canada has died 
down of late, since the last two or 
three shown made little appeal. The 
bill now before the British House 
of Commons, whereby it is sought 
te make the showing of British 
films compulsory in old country 
houses, will find no duplicate in 
Canada, 

This was made evident when a 
strong lobby invaded Ottawa urg- 
ing that some similar steps be taken 
here to stop American propaganda 
in the films. The lobby was turned 
down cold. 

Exhibitors answer the propaganda 
cry by pointing to the obvious suc- 
eess of American war or navy films 
as the box office. Here are-some 
recent figures in Toronto: “The Big 
Parade,” $42,000, three weeks at 
Princess; “Navy Now,” $15,000, one 
week, at Uptown; “Marines,” $13,- 
600, at Uptown; “Let It Rain,” at 
Loew's, $14,000, pne week. 

The only two British war films, 
“Ypres” and “Mons,” fell well below 
$10,000, although the first picture 
was held over. These suffered from 
the complete absence of plot, the 
pictures being largely a history of 
these respective battles. 

“Every Mother’s Son” (English), 
on the other hand, proved a flop, 
plot and all. : 

The answer seems to be that, so 
far as the biggest theatrical city is 
concerned, Canada is not worrying 
nang the invasion of American 

ms. 
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$28,000 IN BALTO. FOR 
TWO LOEW HOUSES 


Baltimore, March 29. 

The Stanley-Crandall house now 
going up on the old Academy of 
Music site, will seat 4,000 and will 
top aH seating capacities in this 
town. The new Stanley is being 
primed for pictures. Warner-Met- 
ropolitan will return to the “Don 
Juan” policy Easter Monday, when 
“The Better 'Ole” will go on with 
the Vitaphone tie-up. In the mean- 
while the Met is running Warner 
regulars at pop prices and Vita 
short subjects. 

It was the final week of “Beau 
Geste” at Ford's. That legit re- 
turned to spoken drama for the 
epring season. 

Following a week of low box of- 
fice receipts business was up again 
last week, proving that Lent can 
be offset to a great extent with the 
right pietures. Loew’s Century re- 
covered nicely from the wallops 
handed the b. 0. by “The General,” 
although the reception of “Sorrows 
of Satan” was mixed, Rivoli re- 
ported business up after an off week 
with “Affairs of the Follies.” 
“Stranded in Paris” was the film 
that turned the tide. “Co'tiysc “>r- 
tie’s Garter,” in line with the the- 
@tre’s alwoodian boo’ 

Boosted business several thousand 








“FAUST” IN LENT AND 
TOPEKA RECORD, $4,000 


“High Brow” Rep but Sur- 
prised Jayhawk —- “Juan’s 
Nights” and Mix, $2,100 


Topeka, Kans., March 29. 
(Drawing Pop., 85,000) 
“Faust” as a Lenten picture made 
good here, the first picture ever at 
the Jayhawk given an extended run 
—only one day to be sure, yet an 

extended run. 

Surprise of the management was 
expressed that the flappers fell for 
it, despite that elsewhere the pic- 
ture has been called “too highbrow.” 
At the Orpheum better than nor- 
mal business all week with “Dun 
Juan’s Three Nights,” one of the 
best first half week’s business since 
the place started on a split week 
policy. The kids came out for Tom 
Mix the last half. 

About the only fall down last 
week was at the local vaudeville 
on ey where two poor bills in a row 

urt, 





Estimates for Last Week 
Jawhawk (1,500 40) (Jayhawk 
Theatre Co.). “Faust” with operatic 
prolog drew big business first four 
days, having been booked for only 
three. “Rose of “ enements” last ha.: 
and advance showing of “Long 
Pants” midnight Saturday, making 
week’s total slightly under $4,000. 
Orpheu (1,200; 30) (National 
Theatre Co.). “Don Juan’s Three 
Nights” got away to good start first 
half and built up. Last half Tom 
Mix in “The Great K. & A. Train 
Robbery.” Big kid draw and helped 
by special morning show. Total of 
$2,100. 

Cozy (400; 30) (Lawrence Amuse- 
ment Co.). “Silence” made good 
showing, billed as picture that got 
H. B. Warner his job in “King of 
Kings.” Steady business all week 
to about $1,700. 

Isis (700; 25) (National Theatres 
Co.). “Down the Stretch,” Gerald 
Beaumont race track story failed to 
deliver. Topeka’s off racing stuff. 
House also has been on down grade. 
Announcements it will close soon 
have not helped. Only $250. 
(Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 





at the moderate sized house. The 
Warner-Metropolitan had a_ good 
matinee card in ‘Untamed Heart,” 
Rin-Tin-Tin being a juvenile fa- 
vorite at this uptown stand. 


Estimates for Last Week 


Century (Lowe) —“Sorrows of 
Satan” (3,000; 25-65). Recovered 
nicely. Menjou impressed. Grif- 
fith’s name aided. Reception mixed, 
however. Russian Choir on stage. 
Good Lenten draw at about $17,000. 
Rivoli (Wilson Amusement Co.)— 
“Stranded in Paris” (2,000; 35-65). 
Bebe Daniels, newcomer in _ this 
house usually given over to ladies 
of the First National. Good Lenten 
draw. 

Valencia (Loew)—“It” (1,300; 25- 
75). Clara Bow drew big in first 
week and business held up well sec- 
ond. Second, unusually well! about 
$11,000. 

New (Whitehurst)—“Getting Ger- 
tie’s Garter” (1,800; 25-50). Snap- 
py ads of sexy slant by house pub- 
licity director put over for good 
mid-Lenten gross. Up about $2,- 
500 from previous week, Total of 
about $9,500. 

Garden .( Whitehurst) — “Tarzan 
and Golden Lion” and vaude (2,300; 
25-50). Bettered the Mix draw of 
previous week. Van Hoven, for 
Whitehursts, staged street ballyhoo 
that aided. Business up $1,000 for 
about $11,000. 

Parkway (Loew)—“The Red Mill” 
(1,400; 15-35). Hearst tie-up fig- 
ured, attraction getting quarter and 
half-page ads, unusual thing for 
this uptown stand. Matinees off, 
but nights exceptionally good for 
Lent. About $3,000. 

Metropolitan (Warners) — “The 
Untamed Heart” (1,500; 25-50). 
Rin-Tin-Tin good matinee card at 
this uptown stand, getting juvenile 
trade. Satisfactory week. House 
returns to higher-top policy Eas- 
ter week, 

Ford’s (Stanley Co.) — “Beau 
Geste, "3rd week ($1.50.top). Final 
week for this super at this legit 
stand. 

Embassy (Independent Corp.)— 
“Exit Smiling,” first half (1,300; 15- 
$5). Final week of split-week pol- 
icy for present. Theatre now using 
second runs, beginning with “Don 





Tran.” Last week business '’way 


oF. 
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Montreal Falls Away Off; 
“McFadden’s,” $10.500 


Montreal, March 29. 
(Drawing Pop. 600,000) 

Lent coupled with a typhoid epi- 
demic has played ducks and drakes 
with theatre business in this city. 
Last week grosses were all down. 
There were also too many attrac- 
tions. In addition to the usual film 
was “Young Woodley” 
with Glenn Hunter at His Majesty's 
and “Old English” with George Ar- 
liss at the Princess, big time legit 
stuff that made no great appeal to 
the pop cash customers. “Youth” 
fared worse and His Majesty’s had 
very poor houses all week, despite 
excellence of the acting and the 
big touting the play got in the local 
press. 

Picture houses touched pretty 
near their low point of the winter 
season. Capitol was away below 
what might have been reasonably 
looked for with a good pulling card 
like “McFadden's Flats.” Other 
houses were all in the doldrums, 
with the exception of the two vaude 
houses, Loew’s and Imperial, and 
even they are not up to average. 

Estimates For Last Week 
Capitol—(2,700; 60-85) “McFad- 
den’s Flats” (F. N.). Played big 
beginning of week but fell off to- 
ward end; $10,500. 

Palace—(2,700; 55-85) “The Demi- 
Bride” (M-G-M). Norma Shearer, 
local product, helps box office. Busi- 
ness quiet; $9,000. 

Loew’s—(3,200; 45-75) “Heaven 
On Earth” (M-G-M). Picture fair. 
Vaude; $11,000. 

Imperial—(1,900; 380-85) “April 
Fool” (Educational). Picture just 
filler; Ella Shields, male imperson- 
ator, stage, big; $6,000. 

Stran (800; 30-40) “Stage Mad- 
ness” (Fox); “Going the Limit” (F. 
B. O.); “Johnny Get Your Hair Cut” 
(M-G-M); “Somewhere in Sonora” 
(F. N.), $3,000. 
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Buffalo Houses Profited as 
Nora Bayes Failed to Hit 


Buffalo, March 29. 

Although the appearance of Nora 
Bayes at Shea’s Buffalo was widely 
heralded as one of the highest priced 
attraetions the house has played, 
the week was devoid of reaction at 
the boxoffice. Returns simply did not 
materialize, 

In other quarters the lull at the 
Buffalo meant rising grosses gen- 
erally. All three of the remaining 
downtown. houses tufned in excel- 
lent weeks, Loew’s showing a de- 
cided advance and the Hipp climb- 
ing slightly. SHght drop-off at the 
Lafayette. 

Estimates for Last Week 
Buffalo (Publix) (3,600; 30-40-60). 
“Let It Rain” (F.P.) and Nora Bayes. 
Takings about same as preceding 
week. Spurt at end of week helped 
bring gross up to $24,500. 
Hip (Publix) (2,400; 50). “Sea 
Tiger” (M-G-M) and vaude. Vaude 
outdistanced picture by miles. Busi- 
ness developed momentum and fin- 
ished strong. $18,000. 

Loew’s (3,400; 35-50). “The Show” 
(M-G-M) and vaude with McIntyre 
and Heath headlining. Bill one of 
strongest house has had in many 
weeks, Takings pulled up sharply 
from preceding week. Gross ad- 
vanced at least $5,000 over preced- 
ing week. $18,000. 

Lafayette (Independent) (3,400; 
50). “Stolen Pleasures” (Chase), 
Vitaphone and vaude, Vita again 
gets credit for most business, al- 
though rest of show favorable. 
$17,000. , 
(Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 


Fox Calls Off Dwan Co. 


Fox’s single feature length pro- 
ducing company in the east, Alan 
Dwan’s, has been laid off until 
May 1. 

In the layoff are included the 
working staff; also casters. 


Niblo Back With M-G-M 


Los Angeles, March 29, 

Fred Niblo will return to Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer this summer to 
direct Lillian Gish in “The En- 
emy.” 

The picture will be made as soon 
as Miss Gish completes her work 
in “Wind,” which goes into pro- 
duction this week. 




















M-G-M Foreign Made 
Los Angeles, March 29, 

Lars Hansen, Swedish actor, will 
go to Berlin to play the lead in 
“From Nine to Nine.” F. W. Mur- 
nau is to direct for Ufa. 

The picture is to be a Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer release. 





R. N. Lee Free Lancing 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Robert N. Lee, scenario writer, 
left the Famous Players-Lasky or- 
ganization this week, upon the ex- 
piration of his contract. He will 
try free lancing. 
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ORDERS OFF F. & D’ AT PORTLAND 


GROSS OF $11,000 





Thought in for Run at 850-Seat Columbia—No Rea- 
son Known Surburban Houses Worrying Down- 


town Exhibs—‘Beloved Rogue’ Fell Down, $5,000 





$11,000, ‘CASEY,’ H. 0; 





But ‘Sea Tiger’ and Acts at 
Mainstreet Ran Highest, $14,- 
500—Newman, $12,800 





Kansas City, March 29. 
Men stars had their inning at the 
picture shows last week, with busi- 
ness on the up. 
The most consistent, considering 


small capacity, was at the Royal, 
with Wallace Beery and his base- 
ball opera, 
Adolphe Menjou with Noah Beery 
in “Evening Clothes” was most ac- 
ceptable, as the screen show was 


strengthened by a revival of Chap- 
lin’s “Shoulder Arms.” 


“Casey at the Bat.” 


Milton Sills was the feature in 


“The Sea Tiger,” at the Mainstreet 
screen. 


Liberty, operating as an 
independent under the management 


of Sam Carver, who formerly man- 
aged it for Universal, gathered in a 


neat bunch of currency with “Free 
to Love.” 

Estimates for Last Week 
Newman (Publix) — “Evening 
Clothes” and “Shoulder Arms” (1,- 
980; 25-40-50-60). Stage show 
“Puppets.” Program received good 
notices and was well liked by cus- 
tomers. In addtion to “Puppets,” 
ith more kick than many of the 
blix units, Ken Widenor, organ- 
ist, had neat organ number, “Evo- 
lution of the Waltz,” using “Blame 
It on the Waltz,” with several in- 
terpolations by a toe dancer and 
dancing team. Well appreciated 
novelty. $12,800. RRS P 

Royal (Publix)—‘“Casey at the 
Batt’ (F. P.) (920; 25-50-60). They 
laughed at this one and are still 
laughing, as it was held over. Wal- 
lace Beery one of Royal’s best bets. 
$11,000. 

Mainstreet (Orpheum)—“The Sea 
Tiger” (F. N.) (3,200; 25-50-60). 
New policy liked and _ continues. 
Sherwood’s orchestra, Freddie 
Stritt and eight chorines seem per- 
manent. $14,500. 

Liberty (Ind)—“Free to Love” (1,- 
000; 25-35-50-60). This Clara Bow 
opera made before little flapper was 
“found” by Famous Players. In 
support, Donald Keith. Seems like 
“Bow” all is needed to draw them 
in, as this picture far from later 


ones, yet business held nicely. 
$6\200. 
Pantages — “Ankles Preferred.” 


Stage show with regulation six acts, 
together with short reels, gave full 
value. Leo Davis and orchestra, 
with several fast dancers, featured 
and did so well will be sent over 
Pan time. Davis local leader with 
ambitions. 
sical offering. Business off Mon- 
day, but came back and finished 
strong. $7,100. ° 
“For Alimony Only” was on the 
Globe’s screen, and the Garden 
featured “Stepping Along.” 
(Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 


Hoot Gibson Balky 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Hoot Gibson is dissatisfied with 
his treatment from Universal and 
has refused to re-sign the eontract 
tendered him by that organization. 
He is thinking of quitting Ont. 1. 
Gibson claims Universal officials 
have hindered his production of 
pictures to an extent that they suf- 
fered at the box office. 











Grauman Has Olmstead 


Los Angeles, M2fch 29. 

Sid Grauman has engaged Ed 
Olmstead to handle the exploitation 
for the opening of “The King of 
Kings” at Gauman’s Chinese the- 
atre, Hollywood. 

Olmstead is now on his way h 
from New York. 





Ufa’s Next 


Ufa’s next production will be 
based on the story, “From Nine to 
Nine,” by Leo Perutz. It will be 
produced for Metro-Goldwyn-May- 
er, the latter furnishing the funds. 





Murnau will direct, 


BOW REISSUE, $6,200 


He framed classy mu-, 


- 
- 


Portland, Ore., March 29. 

Downtown houses improved their 
grosses last week through better 
pictures. Suburban houses are giv- 
ing downtown theatres a run. The 
neighborhood situation is becoming 
a menace to downtown. Patrons in 
the neighborhoods have the habit of 
waiting a few weeks until the pic- 
ture comes to the house around the 
corner. 

Since Carl Laemmle has taken 
control of the Multnomah Theatres 
Corp., which operates around 12 big 
suburban houses, he has found in 
them much profit. Graeper’s Egyp- 
tian, big palatial neighborhood 
house, with good second runs, is a 
mint. A two-bit admission seems to 
serve as another inducement. Over- 
head is low, Same ts true of other 
suburban houses. The Hollywood, 
a North American house, the largest 
suburban house, is one of the big- 
gest money-makers in town and one 
of the most reliable theatres on the 
North American string here. 

Downtown ground will shortly be 
broken for the new $2,000,000 Publix 
house, located opposite the Broad- 
way. 

Rumors are afloat that William 
Fox has resumed negotiations for 
the outright purchase of the Heilig. 
Denials have been made by Calvin 
Heilig but it is known that the house 
is on the market. Pantages has the 
contract for all William Fox pro- 
ductions for this season. 

Business at the picture houses 
took a big boost last week. Colum- 
bia, a standby for profitable biz, 
had one of its best weeks with 
“Flesh and the Devil.” Extra night 
shows for the first time in |this 
house. Capacity but 850., House 
did a stupendous gross, $11,000. Yet 
Universal's New York office ordered: 
picture off after first week. It had 
gone in for run. No reason 2 n. 

The Liberty connected fairly with 
“Casey at the Bat.” Picture orig- 
inally booked in for two weeks but 
business did not warrant an extra 
week. First two days, around $4,- 
000, very good, considering the quare 
ter matinee price up to 1.30. 

The People’s with “Tell It to the 
Marines” on second run cleaned up. 
The house has at last found its 
stride by charging 25c. ail day. 

The Broadway plugged “Collegiate 
Week,” as it had the Glee Club and 
the Orchestra of the U of Oregon, 
together with an excellent Fanchon 
and Marco presentation, “Mr. Wu,” 
Chinese fantasy, and the feature 
picture, “The Demi-Bride.” Busi- 
ness better than average, with 
house improving intake considerably 
over previous weeks. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Liberty 1,900; 25-40-50 (N. A.)— 
“Casey at the Bat” (F. P.). Wal- 
lace Beery brought customers in for 
first few days but balance of run 
not above average. “Casey” in for 
two weeks but pulled at end of first. 
“McFadden’s Flats,” at big rental of 
$4,000 and split, following “Casey.” 
$10,000. 

Rivoli (1,210; 50)—“The Beloved 
Rogue” (U. A.) (Parker-N. A.). John 
Barrymore fell down on _ second 
week. With great summer weather 
and keen competition in town, house 
felt slump. Gene Stratton-Porter’s 
“Magic Garden.” $5,000. 

Columbia (850; 25-35-50) (U)— 
“Flesh and Devil” (M-G.). Gilbert- 
Garbo production “natural.” Stro- 
goff’s” opening day record shattered 
by $400. $11,000. Tremendous. 

Broadway (2,500; 25-40-60) (N. A.) 
—‘The Demi-Bride” (M-G). Excel- 
lent week. $10,500. 

Blue Mouse (800; 25) (Hamrick)—: 
“Gay Old Bird” (Warners). Fair. 
$4,100. House billing town for “Don 
Juan” and Vita Tic. top. In per- 
bans for 4 wer's. 


(Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 


Julia Bruns’ Life Story 
Going Into Pictures 


The King Features Syndicate’s 
publicity in publishing her mem- 
oirs has gotten her a film contract 
with Lou Rogers. Miss Bruns’ “con- 
fessions”’ of a reformed drug ad- 
dict will be scenically depicted. 

Flo Hart’s serial for the same 
feature syndicate is also attract- 
ing picture men’s attention. Un- 
like the Bruns’ series, Miss Hart's 
famous romances, with Kenneth 
Harlan and Lowell Sherman among 
others, are the cinema appeal. 

Her story is running currently In 
the New York “Journal” (Satur- 
day magazine section) and in over 
100 out-of-town metropolitan news- 

















papers, 


ee he 





stieoet e 





. 





j 





Wednesday, March 30, 1927 











F. P-L, PARAMOUNT AND PUBLIX 


PICTURES 








VARIETY ? 








NOW IN NEW PARAMOUNT BLDG. 
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Floors and Room Nnumbers of Dep’t’s. and Individ- 
uals—Move from Old Fifth Avenue Quarters Ac- 
complished Over the Week-End 





_ 


Monday witnessed the crowning 
of the aspirations of Adolph Zukor 
to build a monument to the picture 
industry and a home for his inter- 
mational picture activities, when 


the Paramount buillding’s offices 
were thrown open for the first time 
to the entire home office staffs of 
Famous Players-Lasky, Paramount 
and Publix. 

The move from the old 5th ave- 
nue offices of the company to the 
new ones was completed over the 
week end. 

There will be about two weeks’ 
additional work in getting the 
offices finally fitted and in smooth 
operation, but early Monday the 
whole eight floors were teeming 
_With activity as the work inter- 
“rupted Friday night was again 
taken up. 

Exactly 19 working hours were 
allotted to the huge task of com- 
pleting the removal of the records 
of the corporations and transport- 
ing th®m to the new offices. The 
congested condition of the street 
in the mid-town section made it 
impossible for the trucks to be in 
operation except of from midnight 
Friday to 8 a. m. Saturday and be- 
tween midnight Saturday and 11 
a. m. Sunday. 

Only the records were removed 
as- entirely new office equipment 
was furnished the new offices by 
the Monarch Desk Company, with 
Raiph Steinberg on the job Mon- 
day completing the details in the 
offices. 


New Phone Numbers 


The new phone number for 
Paramount is Chickering 7050, 
while the number for Paramount 
News is Chickering 8600. The tele- 
phone board has 50 trunk lines and 
is said to be one of the largest 
in the city. It will be operated by 
11 girls. 

The layout of the eight floors is 
as follows: 

On the sixth floor will be the 
road show department, poster de- 
partment, file and mail rooms and 
stock room. Legal staff occupies 
the entire seventh floor. On the 
eighth are the accounting depart- 
ment of Publix, while on the floor 

- above is the office of Sam Katz 
and the executive offices of the 
theatre circuit. The 10th floor 
houses the foreign department in- 
cluding the offices of E. E. Shauer 
and the production, music, pub- 
licity, exploitation and advertising 
departments of Publix. 

Paramount's executive offices 
are on the 11th floor, including the 


offices of Adolph Zukor, Eugene 
Zukor, Jesse L. Lasky, Walter 
Wanger, Henry’ Salisbury and 
others. The distribution depart- 


ment has the 12th floor and here 
will be located the headquarters 
for the sales, publicity, advertising, 
ad sales and purchasing depart- 
ments as well as the offices of S. 
R. Kent, George J. Schaefer, Phil 
Reisman, John D. Clark, George 
Weeks, Charles E. McCarthy, Rus- 
sell Holman, George Spidell, G. B. 
J. Frawley and Mel Shauer. 

The 13th floor will be devoted to 
the short features department and 
the news weekly which is under 
the direction of Emanuel Cohen. 

Following is a complete directory 
of the assignment of offices of the 
entire home office organization 
room by room arranged alphabetic- 
ally: 





— 


Clark, J. i 


1205 
Cokell, W. B.ccvecccepecseces 1159 
Coles, Marlee. ccvececvcceccse 802 


Collyer, Mécuene seeeeeeeeeseee 1152 
Conference RoOOM......+eeee 919 
Contract Approval (Lloyd)... 
Cowan, J. ne sseedebhec's eontes 969 
Cueing ROOMS, coccccsccccces 983-5 


Davis, ae 1103 
De Grau, P. B..cccccccescesee 2219 
Dembow, Wisuceveeceacocesess 902 


Editorial Department......ses 
aOeeR. WNEGs cccccewssecces 
CO eee eee 
Exchange Accounting........ 
Open 11th floor rear 
Exchange Service Dept....... 1210 
Fanamet (Mr. Grant)........ 1001 
Film Rental Contract and 
Litho Reports....ccccsscsse 1156 
Finston, Ud dure seeeeecesteeses 961 
Flynn, L. P. peecscoesceet Saae 
Foreign ‘counting. Heeaee sees 
Open 11th floor rear 
Foreign Ordering and Billing. 1006 
Foreign Publicity and Adver- 


tising errr ere ee ee eee ee eeeee 1010 
Foreign | a 1004 
Foreign Traffic...scccssceeeee 1008 
yy A SD OA ae: 


General Books. .Qpen 11th floor rear 
GE. IPN o> ns cacame oe6es 607 
General Stenographic........ 1171 
amen OF Rs i cic vc woccscepes RORU 
Grant, M. (Fanamet).....ee0. 1001 
A” ee eee 
Hawtnerme,. ©. Ts ccecccceaens:.. 408 
Hollander, H. L....cecceseees 904A 
Holman, R..... Crsageeooeneee Se 
Individual ‘Films, Inc.........609-11 
PD Ws 6.58 6 60 06 08 ca 722 
Johnson, Lacey...ccccoressess 906D 
Judd, A. | TSR iNT TY fire 975 


a | roe 
Kane, Frank Y erreryy. rr 906B 
Katz, i ss 6a cha eens 06s 082% 915 
PL Os he es 6.040 0 e800 cacette 1215 


Meeough; Awstia. .cccoaceccdos 712 
Kohn, R. Discus oadececne paves 707 
Lasky, Jesse itera ahedenk 1164 
TAG BET 0 c006 00350690004)... Ue 
Le Baron, Wm..... 100s0uesae. Seen 
Legal Contract Piles. ..ccccss 728 
Lewis, ciif, eee ee eeeeeeeeeaeeee 807B 
Lewis, M. et bewitcceehe seid 1206 
Lyons, GOLA. .ccsvccccccooese amsom 
RE, A 0 e'n0 cone beseceve,. eae 
Seetmerens, C. Mcescedocceccces seen 
Dn. 2 oectosecnbcesecce 
DEE, 2s Ps occkcccesss. aan 
Mailing Department.........-+ 601 
"Ser eae Sackees 907 
Medical Department. 1167 


Mengel, AgneS.....ssecccsses L2L0D 
Metzler, F. L. *eeeeeeeeeeeee ee 806 
Michel, A. : - ere eee eeeeeaeeeeeeae 1163 
Meer, MBUAS TEx. ciisccccecce Baan 
Mohrhardt, F..... cob cbscones. Sane 


Montgomery, R. C...ccccoees 
Moon, Russell. ..ccciccdccccsce 
Mullin, a Re eee or ee 903A 
Nadel, H. Mone 00ebe600s 6O80066 1219B 
Nathan, iicacé kh éade sheene we 1262 
Neeper, Babe ccdvedemagssacsese GHOew 
Norris, Ms 60stebabdseweeecse 957 


1159 
955A 


came Wr. S.iscarewesssss Dean 
Office - pail Department. 1123 
Olmsted, Ed. acssttssesce " See 
O'Malley, Chas. Wh csedabeaev’ 906C 
POMNGE, WAM. «ccicccdccceaces We 
Pineau, Ww. Midosduseesecé’ ond 1169 
Planck, Geo... see eeeeeeeeeee 807C 


Poster Department...ccccecss 604 
Oem, Wes Bedicccciréccvecdéa .ta8 
Production Contract Files..., 1110 
Production Department....... 1110 
Projection Room (Distrib.)... 1256 
Projection Room eee 1154 
Publicity ...... cunenewsioe. = ae 
Publix Accounting. ae ..8th floor 
Publix Advertising Staff..... 805 
Publix Production Assistants. 973 
Publix Projection Room...... 979 
iy... eee ae 
DE, Wy Mis v ccodesvbaces “Cau 
Rath, Fred..... seeccccces'nce SOMO 
Real Estate Department. eocce 906 
Reisman, -Phil. (Hencdecsee “Rave 
Rheiners, S cecee seer eseeneeees 975 
Road Shew Department. ooee 609-11 
Roberts, E. B. seeeeeeeeeeeveee 807D 
Mobingon, -H. Bo. ccccccscccece 804 
Roper, \J..... 1254 
Saal, Wm... 904B 








FRANK ‘SILVER 
And His BANANA BAND 
Frank Silver, the writer of “Yes, 


We Have No Bananas,” and his 
orchestra opens at Loew's ALDINE, 
PITTSBURGH, Pa. next week 
(April 4), beginning the 77th con- 
secutive week, having headlined the 
Orpheum Circuit and largest pic- 
ture houses. 
Thanks to LOUIS K. SIDNEY 
and MR. LASTFOGEL 


Dir. WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 
Special Publicity by 
LEWIS A. CHATHAM 








W. BEERY OFFERING 
$50,000 FOR RELEASE 


Won’t Play Opposite Raymond 
Hatton—Stands on Verbal 
Understanding with Lasky 





Los Angeles, March 29. 
* Wallace Beery has offered 
Famous Players-Lasky $50,000 for 
a release from his contract. He ob- 
jects to teaming up with Raymond 
Hatton again. The contract still 
has four and a half years to go. 

Beery claims that the conditions 
regulated by the policy of the or- 
ganization would not permit him 
to continue to make pictures for 
the company. He says that prior 
to the time he was to make “Casey 
at the Bat” he entered into an 
agreement with Jesse Lasky pro- 
viding that Raymond Hatton would 
not play opposite him. 

In “Casey” Hatton had a run in 
with B. P. Schulberg and was taken 
out of the cast. Now, with Hatton 
back in the fold, the studio authori- 
ties want Beery to again team with 
him. Beery flatly refuses, stating 


he had an ane with 
Lasky. 
Meantime, “Fireman Save My 


Child” is scheduled for production 
April 4, Beery says he had no in- 
tention of going to work at that 
time on account of the Hatton sit- 
uation. 

Walter Wanger's first move, on 
his arrival here April 2, will be to 
adjust the so-called discontent in 
the local studios and straighten out 
the Beery problem. 

Efforts are being made to get 
Hatton to accept a new contract 
from the organization as he only 
has six months left to run on his 
present one. , 

The corporation wants Hatton to 
renew for five years. The actor has 
waived all offers aside telling his 
trailers to wait until 30 days before 
the end of his present contract. 

Wanger will remain here for about 
three months on this trip. He will 
act as a sort of liaison between the 
studio heads and actors, directors 
and writers who have been reported 
in difficulties with the present 
studio executives. 





Jack Connolly, Jr. 


Washington, March 29. 
Jack Connolly has made his fam- 











Sales Analysis.....cccccsccses 1258 
Room No. Salsbury, H. Mts 40°60 6008690004 1103 
Accounting-contracts ......+. 1728! Savage, Jack....ceccccsecess: SOTA 
Ad SaleS.....ccccccwcccccesese 1253] Saunders, R. W...ccccccecssee 1121 
Advertising eeeeeeeeeeeeaeeses 1255 Schaefer, Geo. BD cvessccccocede 1201 
Anderson, Henry....seceesses ff ee Oe ees 702 
Anderson. J. Murray........+ 969! Schneider, L. E....ccccesesss 803B 
Art Department seabauwe séeceo: Bins Meemomeee, J. Eh.sccccescoecee ..2001 
Auditing....... Open 11th floor rear} Shauer, EF. E..... ee Pre 
Bailey, Lawrence............ 605] Shauer, M. Aa sesceecessees 12554 | 
Bamberger, Ly J.ccccscessecsss 1252/| Spidell, Geo. M....cseceseees 1210A 
Blakely, F. Bho cseevcceosecese 604A Stern, E. M. Bd cc 6eteeeeeese 3367 | 
EE, Mciseherscsacses STE £608... .cccadeecdess B07E | 
Board of Directors’ room..... VER, 2°. Moves sbedesseneus 1008A | 
Booking Department.......+> we ee UE. . oc 00vedbbaeotene 606 | 
pS a eer Sees WEEN, Ta Me. cccccvers seoves 1110B | 
Brown, E. A. eee ewe et eeeeaeeee 1153 Telegraph De partment. eeeeee 601) 
Budget Department.......... 1161/Telephone Room..... beuswcen 608 | 
Bush, Rodney.......+se00+++- 807A!Theatre Maintenance.... wwene 903 
Butler, J. W..... coecoveeeses LIIOA!| Theatre Operations Dept..... 903 | 
Pe, BOE Divccedscsecesca Beret peeee. &. Cos ccascvecees 706 | 
Cambrie, F...... eeeccscoccccs 967 | Trotte, Vincent... .ccécsccesecss 1250 | 
Campe, 3B.- Tac. sé be eeeatee 703 | Varnon, T. W..... bbukeeoeus 708 | 
Cashiers Department.........  1157'Walsh, Thomas. tenn caheses SEO 
Chatkin, a ee eee 901 Wanger, W% ilter *seeeeeeeoeeeeee 1104! 


ily 50-50 once again through Mrs. | 
Connolly presenting her husband! 
with a junior Sunday morning at 
the Columbia Hospital. 

Their other child is a girl. 

Mr. Connolly appeared as 
this morning as might be 
pected. 


sane 
sus- 





Weeks, Geo. Ww. teeeeeeeseeees 120 1 | 
Weltner, GeO.,.....66- seereee ed 
Whiting, Sanford P..... 12 


Yours; 2. Cpsivssae Ccvccener 906A | 
Zukor, A ee ee ee eee eee eesee 1117 
Zukor ? Eu ge ME... svscrcvcessieses 








FAMOUS STOCK DROPS TO 106! 
AS STOCKHOLDERS ARE MEETING 


. 





Lowest Price Since March, 1926—Dip in Face of 


Surrounding Strength in Market—Other Amuse- 
ment Shares Remain Unchanged, with Fox Up 


on Roxy Deal 


—_" 





Famous Players with an over- 
night drop of nearly three points 
recorded its lowest level since a 
year ago when it came out at 106% 
around noon yesterday and failed 
to show any substantial recovery. 
In the last hour of trading it stood 
at 107%, a fraction below its 
bottom for the year. 


In March, 1926, the stock got 
down to a fraction below 104, but 
this was in the midst of a general 
break in the whole market when 
values were shrinking in something 
akin to panicky selling. The con- 
trary was the case yesterday. 
While Famous Players was below 
107, the market leader, U. S. Steel, 
touched a new high for all time at 
above 166. There was no disturb- 
ance in the allied amusement 
issues. Fox had made a good show- 
ing on the strength of its purchase 
of Roxy's theatre and the news 
that it would expand its theatre 
holdings elsewhere. 


The reasons for the weakness in 
Famous are obscure, even mys- 
terious. Among traders in Times 
Square who have intimate touch 
with amusements, the belief has 
persisted that Famous was a 
promising buy anywhere around 
110. Nothing has come out indi- 
cdting a weakened position. Ag it 
happened the new low was estab- 
lished just about the time the 
stockholders meeting was about to 
go into session, 

Famous Players’ adnual state- 
ment, showing decreased rate of 
profits available for the common 
stock, has been out two weeks and 
must have long since been dis- 
counted. Besides the explanation 
that profits were partly absorbed 
in “extraordinary expenses” seemed 





99% $5,000 Keith 6's 
105% 101 
111% 


—— 


Note—Loew bonds ex-warrants sold 96% 


— 


to have been satisfactory. 

The new Board will gather today 
(Wednesday) for what is supposed 
to be a perfunctory meeting. To- 
morrow the finance committee, 
which was to have been selected 
at the annual meeting yesterday 
will come together. There is noth- 
ing in all thig to suggest a falling 
price level for the stock and in de- 
fault of any logical reason, the as- 
sumption was offered that some 
kind of a difference on business 
policy had developed in company 
control and the divided views were 
being reflected in trading. 


Loew, next in importance, did 
practicaily nothing, and attention 
was focused upon a movement in 
Fox, both on the Exchange and on 
the Curb. In both markets the 
news of Fox's acquisition of Roxy’s 
and the stories of the company's 
expausion into theatre holding op- 
erations was greeted with urgent 
buying and on the week both issues 
were up more than three. The 
turnover in Fox Theatres on the 
Curb on Saturday alone amounted 
to nearly 16,000, this for an issue 
that ig normally quiet. The best 
pfice was 25%, compared to a 
recent low around 20, 


Warner Bros. A stock showed 
some resistance to the recent slump 
from better than 40 to 23. It 
rallied to between 27 and 28 and 
appeared to hold that level fairly 
well with operations on a small 
scale. Whatever the drive was 
that hammered it down, wag over 
for the time being. The Class A 
stock started on its sensational 





(Stock Exchange)..... 
233,000 Loew 6's (Stock Exch.—see note) 105 
Warner Bros. 6%'s (Curb)..... 102% 


Class A Roxy reresents the pref. stock alone. 
its gift of one-third share of common, and second unit quoted is the common per share, 

N. B.—There were big dealings in Staniey rights on the Philadelphia Bourse, quoted 
at 2% to 3. Rights also came out on the New York Curb at 3%. 


move from about 13 and made a 
Le of 69. Shubert remained quiet 


at 61, while Orpheum was a trifle 
off to 31%. 


Summary to Saturday, March 26. 
STOCK EXCHANGE 
eae Ins oe 
gh. w. es. ue and rate. High. Lew. Last. 
144% 126% 6,200 Eastman Kodak (8)..cecsssecss 141% 139 — 
114% 107% 34,900 Famous Players (10).......... e Bh jor 109 —1 
124% 120 700 as les: Geb bsdacsateoecexe 121% 120% 120% —1 
103 os. ++.» First National Ist os (9.44)... e pes e 108 200g 
71% 65 21,700 Fox Films class A (4).......... 2 71% +3 
63% 46% Cee. BO > Getic cbecddsdeustwacdvdie 61% 1% 58 2 
26% 7 +++. M.-G.-M. let pref. (1.89)...... 25% 25% 2 eases 
1 2,800 Motion Picture Cap (1)........ ag Te 13 1 ~1 
31 30% eto. SS eee — 
48 37 24,500 Pathe Exchange class A (3).. coe 43 + 
56% 1,400 Shubert (5)....cscocccces eecesee 61% 60 61 _ 
101% 98 +++. Universal Pictures (8)...... cee “ee ee 100 ances 
% 23% 87,600 Warner Bros. P. class A.....s058 81% 23% 2% +% 
46% 42 4,100 American Seat (4)..... cosccccee 4% 42 4 _ 
8% 4% coce WU INIDS occ ccvese CSeecbes » Tt 7 rte 
25% 20% 28,500 Fox Theatres class A.......... By 20% 2% +3% 
w V5, 100 United Artists Theatre Circuit... on w eoves 
45% 20% 700 Universal Pictures...........+. +. 42% 40% 46ahei—<‘<‘ 
83% 15% 17,600 Warner —s . Ds ‘He caweees 22% 15% 10% +1% 


335 
+11 
FF 


to 97%. 


ISSUES IN OTHER MARKETS 
Quoted at Monday Close 
Over the Counter 


New York 
(Quoted in Bid ard Asked) 

Bid Ask ed. Sales. 
14% 15% cove AMte Morte DiWe cc ccce vecacecce ane one ese osed 
WA 35% sees Roxy Cl A, (See note) (3.%).. ere eee ee eres 
38% 39% eee URC GO. cccsrccveccccvevece eevee o8f eee eee eeee 
11% 12% e* Walt GOs ccccccccccvecs tteweree oe eee eee sees 

Philadelphia 
eee eee ess» Stanley Co. of Am, (N. B.)eccvoes a) 80% ME ones 

hicago 
eee coos Be@labam & BatS.rcscccesccccccce . oo oe 6 —ly 


The first unit is the preferred, carrying 








Worne-Deane Wedding 
Indefinitely Postponed 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Duke Worne, inde picture pro- 
ducer, and Hazel Deane, picture ac- 
tress, are not going to wed. 

The marriage had been set for 
next week, It was recently given 
cut that Miss Deane is ill and the 
wedding would be postponed. 

Later it was learned the engage- 
ment had been broken, following a 
quarrel, 

Prior to the engagement, Miss 
Deane made several pictures under 
the Worne banner. 











Sundays Safe in Okla. 


Oklahoma City, March 29. 
The Oklahoma State Legislature 
failed to pass the anti-Sunday show 


1197 | bill offered by Representative Faulk. 


Allied Theatre Circuit 


Allied Theatre Circuits, Inc., is 
understood to be the corporate title 
of the company under which Publix 


Theatres will build its nine neigh« 
borhood theatres within Greater 
New York. 

As previously reported in Variety, 
Loew's and Keith-Albee will be 
Publix partners, respectively, in one 
or more, each of those houses, 


Rod LaRoque Tied Down 


Los Angeles, March 29, 
Rod LaRoque has not been able 
to cancel his contract with Cecil De 
Mille. He is to be starred in “Briga- 
dier Gerard.” The story is of the 
days of Napoleon for P. D. C. 











Julia Faye has the lead female 
2 
Donald Crisp dtrecting. 
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ODD BOOKING AND OPERATION OF PUBLIX 
WEST COAST HOUSES—“OUTSIDE” AGENTS 





Cornbleth and Goldstein, 


10-Per-Centers, Allege 


Executive Authority, and Exercise It—Act Em- 
barrassed When Not Coming Across with Com- 


mish 





Los Angeles, March 29. 

Writing letters on the stationery 
of Publix Theatres, using the office 
of their production department and 
having one of the heads of this de- 
partment suggest that commissions 
be paid them, has been the good 
fortune of Joe Cornbleth, a 10 per- 
cent agent, and his aide, Leonard 


Goldstein, who have been cleaning 
up right under the nose of Frank 
L. Newman, managing director of 
the local Publix houses, and Jack 
Partington, production director. 

Cornbleth and Goldstein have 
been working in such a bold and 
arrogant manner, it is claimed by 
actors coming from the east, that 
performers have taken their dicta- 
tion and catered to their com- 
mands through fear of being un- 
able to secure employment in the 
Publix houses. 

Cornbleth sets himself up as the 
“czar” of the combination, having 
a desk in the office of Partington, 
where he answers and receives his 
phone calls as well as uses the 
stationery of the Los Angeles The- 
atre Enterprises, Inc., which oper- 
ate the local Publix houses, Metro- 
politan and Million Dollar. Not be- 
ing on the payroll, Cornbleth at- 
tends to all of the so-called busi- 
ness affairs of Jack Partington and 
his production aide, Mort Harris, 
while they are in San Francisco, 
and even has such a working agree- 
ment with the latter that requests 
are made by Partington’s assistant 
to see that the 10 percent agent 
gets his commissions. 


Not the Boss 


Goldstein seems to be the boss 
around Frank L. Newman's outer 
office besides occupying space in 
the Partington office with Corn- 
bleth. Actors who come to see 
Newman, it is said, are told by 
Goldstein that he handles produc- 
tion affairs for the latter. Under 
the assumption that he is an em- 
ploye or member of the Publix 
staff, they negotiate business with 
him and are later mulcted out of 
the regular 10 percent for service 
from one whom they consider to be 
@ company official, it is claimed. 

Word has gotten out on the coast 
that no engagement can be ob- 
tained through the Partington pro- 
ducing organization unless contact 
is had with “Czar” Cornbieth. 
Kearney P. Walton of Portland, 
Ore., father of the head of the 
Foursome, singing quartet now 
playing the Publix houses in the 
east, had a new act which he calls 
the Campus Four. He wired Corn- 
bleth he would like to have dates 
from Publix for this act. After 
waiting about 10 days and getting 
no answer from Cornbleth, Walton 
wrote a letter to Partington in 
which he stated that he would like 
to place the act and also told of 
having wired Cornhleth. 

Within a few days after the let- 
ter was sent to Partington, Corn- 
bleth wired Walton that he could 
open the act at the Granada in 
San Francisco Jan. 15, if agreeable, 
if not, the first Saturday following. 

When Walton received this wire 
he telegraphed Cornbleth and asked 
him if the wire was in answer to 
his wire, or to the letter sent to 
Partington. Cornbleth replied it 
was in answer to the long un- 
answered wire to him. 

Walton had to replace a man and 
the date was changed to Feb. 26 at 
the Granada. Before this change 
was made Cornbleth, whose tele- 
graph address is the Metropolitan 
theatre and who pays no rent, it is 
understood, for the use of the Part- 
ington office, wired Walton that the 
act could open at the Granada Feb. 
12, saying: 

“Under the same conditions as 
we handled the Foursome with 
long contract and more money if 
they click less usual 10 percent 
commission straight through. Have 
no doubt if they are as good as the 
Foursome will be with us long 





time. Must have immediate con- 
firmation as booking must be set. 


“(Signed) JOE CORNBLETH.” 


Mentioned Harris in Letter 


Walton wired an acceptance of 
the conditions, which affirmed that 
he would pay 10 percent for place- 
ment of the turn. This wire was 
sent Jan. 21. 

When Walton reached San Fran- 

cisco he received a letter from 
Cornbleth, the agent, dictated: on 
the stationery of the Los Angeles 
Theatres Enterprises, Inc., in part, 
saying: 
“Harris (meaning Mort Harris) 
informed me that he advised you 
of the commissions due me from 
the Foursome Quartet for the 
Oriental, Chicago. He said that you 
would write your son and I will ap- 
preciate anything you can do for 
me. 

“Mort (meaning Harris) also said 
that he would also talk direct to 
you regarding your sister team and 
I expect to have some data for 
you on his return to Los Angeles. 

Walton got to San Francisco, 
where he said the first thing that 
Harris told him was, “Why don't 
the Foursome pay Joe Cornbleth his 
commission? You had better see 
they attend to it right away.” The 
foregoing letter from Cornbleth 
came a few days later. 

The Campus Quartet played two 
weeks at the Granada on the bill 
with Eddie Feabody when Walton 
says Harris told him that he would 
like them to go to the Metropolitan, 
Los Angeles, for three weeks. Wal- 
ton felt very happy and told all 
the people on the bill that the act 
had “clicked” and Harris had given 
them three weeks in the South. 

When the turn arrived in Los 
Angeles Ben Black, who was master 
of ceremonies at the Met and who is 
a San Francisco music publisher, 
did not seem to think so well of the 
turn. Walton says it did not have 
any number of the Villa Moret cata- 
log and Ben Black gave the boys 
one number, 


Paul Ash’s Advice 


Meantime Walton had not pald 
Cornbleth some $200 commission 
claimed due from the Foursome by 
the office agent, Walton told Corn- 
bleth that since he had heard from 
him his son had written him and 
stated, “On the advice of Paul Ash, 
Iam not sending Cornbleth any com- 
mission. Ash says that he did not 
engage me through Cornbleth but 
negotiated the transaction with 
Mort Harris, and that if Harris 
tries to collect any commission he 
(Ash) would have him fired from 
Publix.” 

This did not seem to strike Corn- 
bleth any too good. When the mid- 
dle of the week came around Corn- 
bleth informed Walton that the act 
would not be required for a second 
week. 

Cornbleth claimed he had an 
agreement with the Fovrsome after 
telling the bad news to Walton and 
that he was going to collect for 12 
weeks’ work, regardless of who got 
fired. Walton said he told Corn- 
bleth that the boys in Chicago 
were sold by Harris and not by him 
and that Partington, who was re- 
cently in the east, had signed the 
Foursome up for another 12 weeks 
while visiting in the dressing room 
of Paul Ash and that the agent 
would get no commission for this, 

Then Walton said to Cornbleth: 
“I thought if the act clicked, as it 
must since playing the Granada two 
weeks that they would be given a 
long route.” Cornbleth, he says, 
informed him that the act did not 
click the right way probably. 

Walton also said to Cornbleth: ‘1 
have a verbal agreement with Har- 
ris for three weeks here, and I 
think that as a representative of 
Publix he should keep it.” 

“Czar,” Cornbleth replied, “you 
should have gotten a contract from 
Harris.” 

Then Walton shot back: “Are you 





telling me that your associate's 
(Continued on page 32) 





| ‘Skin Game to Fleece 
Foolish Girls”—Film Co. 


Salt Iake City, March 29. 

Movie tests made here recently 
by the so-called Hollywood Cinema 
Test Studios, have been all “hokum, 
is the verdict of Sheriff W. I. Trea- 
ger of Los Angeles. The test firm 
has been branded as a hoax. 

Emil Sarg, general marager of 
the studios company, and formerly 
manager of the Paramount theatre, 
Ogden, Utah, and his associates, 
have left Salt Lake, leaving many 
bad checks and a lot of disappoint- 
ed “movie stars” behind. 

It is understood the scheme was 
to take pictures of girls aspiring 
to enter the movies, with the film 
taken charged for at the rate of $1 
per foot. The aspirants were told 
these films would be submitted to 
picture companies and efforts made 
to secure a contract. 

While the Los Angeles authori- 
ties were investigating the validity 
of the claims of the representatives 
to contractual relations with Holly- 
wood picture producers, the sales- 
men operating in Salt Lake City 
and Ogden disappeared, according 
to the sheriff. F. C. Miller of Los 
Angles Better Business Bureau 
‘there, said he had investigated the 
studio at the request of the Salt 
Lake City Ad Club. He ‘declared 
he believed it had no influential 
connection and was “conducting a 
skin game to fleece foolish girls.” 


NO PROTECTION FROM 
VENEZUELA PIRATES 
Country Played Out by Pirated 


‘Sea Hawk’ Before Original 
Could Be Shown 


| 








Washington, March 29. 

Another attempt has been made 
to stop the piracy of picture films 
in Venezuela, First National’s “The 
Sea Hawk.” It failed, due to the 
lack of copyright relations between 
that country and the United States. 

Protests were made by First Na- 
tional to the State Department in 
an endeavor to protect a Caracas, 
Venezuela firm that held a three- 
year contract for the picture. 

Instructions were zent by wire to 
Henry M. Wolcott, American con- 
sul at this post, to make every 
possible effort to stop unauthorized 
showings of the film. ’ 

Mr. Wolcott has just reported that 
prior to the receipt of instructions 
Bernardo Herrera, who has shown 
innumerable unauthorized pictures, 
according to the consul, had al- 
ready been exhibiting “The Sea 
Hawk” over three months. 

The result was that no market 
was left in Venezuela for the right- 
ful print. 

Mr. Wolcott pointed out in his 
report that on several previous oc- 
casions the consulate had endeav- 
ored to use its influence to prevent 
exhibition of pirated films only to 
have the highest officials _advise 
him that same was a matter not 
within their jurisdiction. 


Stockholm’s Inter. Trade 
Meeting Includes Pictures 


Washington, March 29. 

Many phases of foreign trade 
affecting American industries, in- 
cluding that of picture producers, 
are to be discussed at the fourth 
congress of the International 
Chamber of Commerce to be held 
in Stockholm, Sweden, June 27 to 
July 2. 

More than 1,000 representatives 
from the 43 member countries are 
lexpected to attend the conference. 


TOO MUCH WEATHER IN COLO. 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

With weather conditions against 
them, Clarence Brown and his 
company, making “The Trail of ’98” 
for Metro- Goldwyn - Mayer, re- 
turned to Los Angeles, with the ex- 
terior work scheduled on the Conti- 
nental Divide, near Denver, unfin- 
ished. 

The company is to work on the 
set until such time as the weather 
subsides for exterior locations, 
when the company will return to 
finish ite work. 

















LEON HOLMES 
“the freckled faced character kid” 


who plays the demented son in 
Cc. B. DeMille’s special, “The King 


of Kings.” Other recent releases of 
this sterling young actor include 
“Poker Faces,” “April Fool,” and 
“Frisco Sally Levy.” Leon is in 
great demand among the Hollywood 
producers. 








Projection Experiments 
In Special Laboratory 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Famous Players-Lasky has taken 
over the Realart Studios in Holly- 
wood for use as experimental lab- 
oratory in projection. 

Lorenzo Del Rictio, with a title 
of Cinema Engineer, is in charge. 
Associated is C. S. Ashcraft, light 
engineer. 

They are experimenting with light 
devices on the assumption that pic- 
ture projection will undergo a radi- 
cal change in the immediate future. 
Del Riccio is the inventor of the 
magniscope. 


2 Congresses—50c Each 


San Francisco, March 29. 
You pays your money and you 
takes your choice, 

At the Knights of Columbus audi- 
torium you may, for 50 cents, see 
the official “Eucharistic Congress” 
pictures as screened by William 
Fox in Chicago. They are presented 
under the auspices of Archbishop 
Hannah, At the Capitol theatre 
you may see the Chester Produc- 
tions version of the same “Euchar- 
istic Congress” as sponsored by the 
Restoration Committee of the Santa 
Clara College and that gate is also 
four bits; this yersion being in nat- 
ural colors. 

Both shows have the town so well 
smeared with 28 sheets it is hard 
for the regular houses to get a spot 
on the billboards. 

Both opened well. 


S. African Co. Formed; 


Opposition to Trust? 

‘ Washington, March 29. 
Registered as Kinemas, South 
Africa (Proprietary) Ltd., and with 
an initial capital of $125,000 a pic- 
ture syndicate has been established 
in South Africa, reports P. J. 
Stevenson, Trade Commissioner, to 
the Commerce Department. 
Plans call for the erection of 
houses ‘in Johannesburg, Cape 
Town and Durban, with a film ex- 
change contemplated. 
For the present town halls in the 
larger cities are to be rented. 
None of the stock was issued to 
the general public, funds having 
peen secured in England ani South 
Africa. 
It sounds as opposition to the 
South African Trust. 


GOLDWYN’S “MAGIC FLAME” 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Samuel Goldwyn has changed the 
title of “King Harlequin” to “The 
Magic Flame.” The picture is now 
being made for United Artists re- 
lease by Henry King at the DeMille 
studios in Culver City. 

Those appearing in the cast in- 

















clude Vilma. Banky, Ronald Col- 
man, Gustav von Seyfertz, Shirley 
Palmer, Harry Reinharat, George 
Davis, Harvey Clarke, William 
Bakewell, Vadim Uraneff, Cosmos 
Kyrle Bellew, -Agostin Borgato, 
Andre Cheron, Victor De Linsky. 





Leroy Directing Colleen Moore 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Mervyn Leroy, First National’s 
ace gagger, has been given a new 
contract for one year. It provides 
that he direct Colleen Moore’s next 





picture, 


MEMBERSHIP’ RACKET 
AT $750 PER, N. G. 
Too Many ‘Deputy Fire Mar- 


shal’s for DuMond’s Latest 
—Asking for Refunds 





Los Angeles, March 29. 


Picture players and executives 
have been taken in on a proposition 
which has cost them $750 and seems 
to be building up into a lot of grief, 

Maurice DeMond, who promoted 
the Breakfast Club here and sev- 
eral other organizations, has added 
a new promotion to his list, secur- 
ing memberships for the State Fire 
Marshals’ Association. 

Anyone with $750 is qualified for 
the membership. DeMond charges 
$500 -for a membership and $°60 
for a gold badge, which entitles 
the payee to carry a small sign on 
his car reading, “Deputy State 
Fire Marshall.” 

Picture executives and actors 
went ior the stunt, expecting im- 
munity of breaking the speed rezu- 
lations. So many have joined the 
association within the past few 
months the local police and fire de- 
partment seem to have cooperated 
to end the abuse of privilege. 

If any members use the siren at- 

tached to their car to try to get 
out of congested traffic or are found 
to be exceeding the speed limits, 
they are given court tickets. Courts 
are working in co-operation with 
the police, severely lecture the 
offender, besides inflicting heavy 
fines for violations. 
Several of the people caught in 
the police net were indignant and 
are endeavoring to turn back their 
badges and memberships to De- 
Mond, so they can have their 
money refunded. They claim the 
racket was too strong and too pro- 
miscuous to do any good. 





SUNDAY BILL LOST 


Defeated in Jersey Senate When 
Bribery Charges Are Made 








Trenton, N. J., March 29. 


The Biro bill to liberalize Sunday 
was defeated in the State Senate 
the last day of the session by a 
vote of 17 to 2. Senator Wolber 
of Essex county (Newark) voted 
against the bill, although it is 
claimed that Newark is overwhelm- 
ingly in favor of the move. 

The bill had passed the Assem- 
bly by the narrowest margin pos- 
sible, but whatever chances it had 
of passing the Senate were lost 
when charges of bribery for the 
bill were made. The censorship 
bills for Newark were lost without 
even being brought up for a vote. 





Howard Idle in N. Y.; 
Four Bids Pending 


William K. Howard arrived in 
New York last week on a vaca- 
tion. He had just finished “White 
Gold” on the DeMille lot on the coast 
and is still under contract to that 
organization until October. The 
chances are that he will not do any- 
thing further for the organization, 
Immediately after “White Gold” 
was previewed on the coast, How- 
ard received offers from four other 
organizations to direct. Sol Lesser 
wanted him to direct “The Shepherd 
of the Hills” and was willing to give 
DeMille $3,500 a week for his serv- 
ices. DeMille, however, refused to 
release him. At present United 
Artists is also bidding for his serv- 
ices, 





Forum May Be Completed; 


No Universal Feeling 
Los Angeles, March 29. 


Louis B. Mayer’s plan to estabe- 
lish a forum where producers, 
writers, directors and actors would 
meet on common ground for dis- 
cussion of mutual problems, has 
failed to register outside of the pro- 
ducers, 

Several meetings have been held 
in the past two months. Some of 
those who attended the secret con- 
clave said the idea was no nearer 
completion than when it first 
started. 

Although the greater portion of 
actors, writers and directors on the 
coast are not in favor, it is under- 
stood that efforts will be made to 
complete the plan as the producers 





and some of the actors feel it would 
be beneficial to the industry at 
large. 
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MACLOON GOT $200 AS 


BONUS FROM BROOKS| 


Cost Actor That Amount fer 


Permission to Appear 
in Picture 


Los Angeles, March 239. 
Louis O. Macloon extracted his 
bonus from Alan Brooks, stage and 
screen actor, when the latter 
wanted permission to work in a 
motion picture during his spare 


time that he was appearing in the 
stage play, “The Tavern,” at the 
Biltmore. 


When the play was three days 
old Brooks states that Macloon 
came to him and said the show 


was not doing so good and that he 
thought he would have to close it 
at the end of its run. Brooks then 
negotiated a contract with F. B. O. 
to work in a picture. 

A night or two later Macloon 
told Brooks that he was going to 


put “The Firebrand” on within 
two weeks to succeed “The Tav- 
ern.” Brooks informed Macloon he 


had arranged to play in a_ picture 
and it would be hard to rehearse. 
The latter informed Brooks that he 
was under exclusive contract to 
him and cotld not appear in pic- 
tures. Brooks explained the work 
would not interfere with his stage 
duties. However, Macloon called 
the Equity deputy, who informed 
the studio people and the Associa- 
tion of Motion Picture Producers 
regarding it. This put the damper 
on Brooks’ chance to work. 





Cut Down One-Half 

With business none too good 
Brooks again approached 'Macloon 
and tried to get permission to ful- 
fill his picture agreement: Accord- 
ing to Brooks, Macloon finally 
agreed that Brooks might play in 
the picture in his off time provid- 
ing he gave Macloon $400 for the 


privilege, Brooks to cut to $200, 
which caused Macloon to have 
Brooks write him the following 
letter: 


“I hereby authorize you to de- 
duct the sum of $200 from my sal- 
ary for and in consideration of 
your permitting me to accept a pic- 
ture engagement at F. B. O. studios 
for 12 days starting March 1, in 
view of the exclusive contract I 
have with you. 

“This payment is made specific- 
ally for the F. B. O. engagement 
and I hereby agree to accept no 
further picture engagements dur- 
ing the length of the run of ‘The 
Tavern’ under your management 
and hereafter will respect my 
Equity run of the play contract. 

“Alan Brooks.” 


In the left-hand correr of this 
letter was inscribed: 
“My permission to play in the 


above picture for the above picture 
is granted. 
“Louis O. Macloon.” 
Claims Duress 

When agents who get picture 
actors’ jobs on the coast get their 
commission it is direct from the 
player. However, Macloon played 
safe and took it from Brooks’ sal- 
ary. In the enveloped | Brooks 
found a white slip of paper on 
which was the notation, “Received 
$200 from F. B. O. movie conces- 
sion.” It was signed by Macloon. 

It is understood that Brooks will 
take legal measures to recover the 
money Macloon collected, claiming 
he was compelled by the producer 
to sign the letter and waive the 
$200 under duress. 


Jack Warner, Pres. of 
Music Box, Hollywood 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Jack L. Warner has been elected 
president of the Hollywood Music 
Box, Inc., succeeding Lewis Stone, 
who recently resigned. 





At the meeting at which Warner | 
was elected a $10 assessment was} 
made on each stockholder for the | 
purpose of paying about $17,000 due} 
to the government for admission | 
taxes from the corporation when it} 
operated the theatre prior to turn- 
ing it over to Louis O. Macloon. 

In addition to resigning from the | 
presidency Stone resigned as al 
member of the board of directors, | 
Freddie Fralick succeeding him. At} 
the same time Carter De Haven’s | 
directorial chair was voted vacant 
and Walter Miller elected to fill it. 

A suit which de Haven brought 
against the corporation for ousting 
him from his position as managing 
director and produeer was ap-|! 
proved for settlement by the board. | 
An agreement was made that de- 
Haven receive four weeks’ salary, 
reported $3,000, to withdraw his 
action. 


—— 


‘Did Mae Murray 


Fall for Flattery? | 


Los Angeles, March 29. 


Mae. Murray believes she was 
Sypped when paying $50,000 for a 
home on San Vincente Boulevard. 
She has filed suit against Jack 
Donovan, real estate agent, setting 
forth that he misrepresented the 
conditions, and that the home she 
bought is full of flaws and not 
worth over $25,000. 

In a 20-page complaint the star 
mentions among other things that 


Donovan's mother used flattery in | 


helping her son make the sale. 





NORWAY DROPPED OFF 6% 

Washington, March 29. 

house receipts dropped 
six per cent. in Norway during 
1926, reports to the Department of 
Commerce state. 


Picture 





Wants Ruggles to Direct 
Los Angeles, March 29. 


PICTURES 





Mrs. Bill Hart Waited 
5 Years for $100,000 


Los Angeles, 





March 29. 


The five years’ seclusion imposed 
by William 8S. Hart as a condition 
of his wife receiving a $100,000 
trust fund is up, and Mrs. Hart 
(Winifred Westover) expects to 
return to the screen. She came into 
possession of the $100,000 last 


week 
Under the terms of his settlement 


| Hart forbade his wife even to pose 
|for a snapshot during the five 
years. 





Famous Players-Lasky is trying | 


for a release 
from 


of Wesley 
Universal. It 


Ruggles 
wants him to 


direct Clara Bow’s next picture, to | 


be made when 
summer from her 


she returns this 
European frip. 


i 





BRINGING BACK SANTA BARBA 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
The old American studios in 
Santa Barbara will reopen and an 
effort will be made to revive the 
former importance of Santa Bar- 
bara as a film production center. 
Another rival to Hollywood, San 
Mateo, just outside San Francisco, 
has recently come to life again and 
a production is now under way 
there. 


VARIETY al 


| | Hustwick b nnigs Deetenat IST N’S EXPLOITATION 





|Last of Old Lasky Group | 
Los Angeles, March 29. 

Alfred li 

record of being 


F. P.-L. scenario department fo 
eight years, has feolined as title 
editor. 

Hustwick w the last of the ol 


Lasky group 


left in the scen 


department. He is to take a two 
months’ vacation and will t n free 
lance as a film supervisor and title 
editor 


“Break” for Gag Men 


March 29 
Iiarold 


Los Angeles, 

What a “break” fo 
Lioyd'’s gag men! 

The laugh pursuers are to get a 
free trip to Europe in June because 
Lloyd’s next for F. P.-L. is to have 
an European background, and the 
comic is taking his entire working 
staff with him. The mob sails early 
in June. 

Mary 
lady 


McAllister is the 
who will make the 


leading 
voyage as 


well as the director and the gag 
boys. The Continent is the destina- 
tion. 


istwick who held the} 
eres in the | 


BY THE JOB ONLY 


A story that National had 


permanent 


First 


eliminated its exploita- 


i; tion torce is corrected y Allar Ss. 
Glenn, supervisor of that depart- 
ment, outlining the compar pol- 


in exploitation. 
The policy of our exploitation di- 
decided 


and has 


j 


} Vision was definitely upon 
|} over three years ago never 


“First 
National does not maintain an 


| ploitation department with a 
number of agents 


| changed,” Mr. Glenn says. 


ex- 
fixed 
functioning the 


|year ‘round. It changes almost 
|} every week. 
“We have as high as 36 agents 


actively engaged and 
later not over six or eight. 

“We are against the idea of a 
fixed, permanent payroll, based on 
the maximum needs of the organi- 
zation as a needlessly wasteful 
routine. Instead we are geared up 
so that at no time do we employ 
| agents except on actual assign- 
i ment.’ 


a week or two 
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VITA FORESTALLING 
OPPOSISH WITH ACTS 


Competition Threatens in 
Talkers from Reports—But 
Attractions Needed 


Several talking film producers, 


each claiming an 
over the Vitaphone in tone effects, 


are 


improvement 


preparing to launch 


sasure 


high 
pr« 
Suitable attractions may remain 
the path of the new venturers. 


selling campaigns, 


in 


Vitaphone is signing up every 
available concert and vaudeville 
possibility still at large. That is 


Vitaphone’s sole effort to retain 
monopoly. 

A recent court ruling showing 
that legal patents on cabinet de- 
signs held by the Victor recording 


company are entirely without en- 
forcement provisions tends to 
strengthen the widely spreading 


conclusion that the only real patent 
held by Vitaphone is the registra- 
tion of the naime and trade mark. 
There are, apparently, no patents 
on any recording machines. Vita- 
phone is coralling the cream of the 
entertainment field as better pro- 
tection than patents, 

Evidence offered during the trial 
last week shows that practically 
the only real patent right held in 


the record manufacturing field is 
the “wash” system in use by 
Columbia. 


Vitaphone programs are made of 
records manufactured by Victor, 
Columbia and Brunswick. Mar- 
tinelli, in the program at the 
Warner, is recorded on Columbia. 
Van and Schenck, at the Selwyn, is 
another Columbia product. These 
two numbers are considered the 
c.earest on the respective bills. 


“INDES” LINING UP? 


(Continued from page 4) 








dent formation movement, with the 
bankers agreeable to finance it as 
a unit, if it can be financed through 
mutual agreement by the indepen- 
dents upon valuations. An average 
cost of each of the 60 first grade 
theatres is said to reach about 
$450,000. With the other 40 and also 
those to be later included, the 
financing aspect looms up to a large 
figure. 

What benefits were set forth for 
the indies in amalgamation as 
against Publix, Loew's and Keith- 
Albee have not been circulated. 
Other than the benefit of a purchas- 
ing pool for all of the indies, no 
one will admit that such a combi- 
nation if formed would be a quiet 
threat to Publix that the Famous 
Players product might be over- 
looked if Famous’ branch building 
concern encroached upon the terri- 
tory of the indies’ sections. That 
would not be taken seriously by 
Publix, an exhibitor claims, since 
it was pre-considered and Famous 
intends to have its neighborhood 
first runs in its own new houses. 

The matter of pictures and first 
runs in the neighborhoods also 
brings in Loew’s, which has its own 
theatres in several of the communi- 
ties Publix has selected. It is be- 
lieved Loew’s, as well as K-A, will 
be partners with Publix in some of 
the latter’s new theatres. 

Mr. Burkan would not admit a 
meeting had been held in his of- 
fice by the independents although 
one of the indies furnished Variety 
with its information. The same 
source would not venture a guess 
as to the outcome of the attempted 
formation of independents. 


DeMille East for “Kings” 


Los Angeles, 
Cecil B. De 
next week to attend the world pre- 


March 29, 


miere of “King of Kings” at the 
Gaiety, New York, April 15. 

He will remain in New York for 
about 10 days, returning here to 
attend the premiere of the picture 
at Grauman’s Chinese in Holly- 
wood, May 20. 

# A. to N. , 

Mrs. Clarence Brown. 

Victor Schertzinger. 

J. Robert Rubin. 

E. B. Hatrick. 

Mrs. Winifred Westover Hart 


and son. 


N. Y. to L. A. 
Richard Dix, 
John Boles. 
Albert Parker. 


Mille will leave here 


Prize “Short” 


The Hugo Riesenfeld Medal for 
lthe best short film subject of 1926 
was awarded yesterday afternoon 
Tuesday 
Earl W. 
tional Films 
Vision,” the 
short. 


at a formal luncheon to 
Hammons, whose Educa- 
Co. released “The 


prize-winning film 


Hammons accepted the medal 
from Will Hays, who made the 
| presentation, on behalf of Eugene 
the actual winner. Ross’ 
| company, Roman Productions, 
turned out “The Vision,” a Techni- 
color scenic based on the famous 
painting of that name. 





| Ross, 





NO FOX-ASCHER BUY 


Chicago, March 29. 
A report is about that Fox has 
purchased 12 of the Ascher Broth- 
ers’ houses, involving $2,000,000, 





At Fox’s New York office it was 
stated no deal had been made with 
the Aschers, nor was it known of 





* a 
Dictionary and Drapes 
Chicago, March 29. 

A letter from the fire commis- 
sioner’s office to all Chicago theatre 
Owners announces that an ordi- 
nance has been passed permitting 
fireproof drapes to be hung in the- 
atres. 

Several months ago quite a num- 
ber of theatre managers were 
hauled into court because of drapes 
the commissioner's office classed as 
“flamable.” The owners protested 
that the drapes were not “inflam- 
able.” A call for the dictionary re- 
vealed that there was no such word 
as “inflamable” and all drapes were 
ordered removed. 

The new ordinance is a decision 
on these cases. 





dean Hersholt for One Year 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Universal has Jean Hersholt for 
another year and will continue to 
star him in “Jewels.” 
At present Hersholt is loaned to 





—————— 


Ray Back in M. P. 


Huston Ray, concert pianist, 
returning to pictures. 


Gray of Lewiston 


Fined for Booze 


Ray gave a concert Friday at Portland, Me., March 29. 
Carnegie Hall, demonstrating his| William P. Gray of Lewiston, 
therapeutic “music healing.” It was| theatre owner, paid a fine of $250 
an excellent publicity getter and on | through his attorney J. H. Berman, 
the strength of it, Ray is coming|/0™ 4 liquor indictment in the 


is 


back to the picture house field, United States District Court, as the 
abandoning the “musical healer” |result of the seizure of a truck 
idea. however ;}well laden with choice liquors by 


|State Highway Patrol officers 
Winthrop, May 17. 





in 


“7TH HEAVEN” IN L. A. 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
“What Price Glory” is scheduled 
to finish its run at the Carthay 


FRANCO-GERMAN PICTURE 


Paris, March 29. 


Circle Theatre here May 4, at which The A. A. F. A. of Berlin and 
time it is to be followed by the} the Super Film corporation, latter 
premiere of “7th Heaven,” also aj| French company, will unite this 


Fox production, directed by Frank 


year in the production of two pic- 
Borzage. 


tures, both exteriors and interiors 
being shot in France. 





Ann Christy Co-Featured 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Ann Christy, former Christie 
Bros. comedy player, is to be co- 





Hoffman-Goldstone’s Talks 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
M. H. Hoffman, head of Tiffany 








any pending toward that end. 


M-G-M for “Old Heidelberg.” 





featured with Marguerite de la/ Productions, is here for three we ks 
Motte in “Her Kid Sister,” made/|to discuss product with Phil Goid- 
by Columbia Pictures. stone, 


















KARL DANE 











APRIL, 192 





~<*", 





(a date you'll long remember) 


marks the release of 


and the introduction of 


KARL DANE 
GEORGE K. ARTHUR 


The Greatest Comedy Team Ever Known 
in the Biggest Comedy of our Times! 





AND 


GEO. K 
ARTHUR 


“ROOKIES” follows closely on the heels of “FLESH AND THE DEVIL”, “TELL IT 
TO THE MARINES”, “SLIDE, KELLY, SLIDE” hits! hits! hits! from 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER-—they never stop! 
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FIGURES DO NOT. LIE! 


FOX’S, PHILADELPHIA, DOES AN AVERAGE WEEKLY BUSINESS OF $22,000 
FOX’S; PHILADELPHIA, LAST WEEK (MARCH 21) GROSSED $31,000 


GEORGE OLSEN 


And His 


MUSIC 


18—VERSATILE ENTERTAINERS—18 


Are Given Credit by the Fox Management for This Unusual Business 











‘Held Over For A Second Week 


(MARCH 28) 


ll For the second time in the history of Fox’s, Philadelphia (2,500 seats), this house 


outdrew the larger Stanley, Philadelphia (4,000 seats), last week (March 21), an 
accomplishment ascribed by press, public and management to the unusual drawing 
powers of 


GEORGE OLSEN and HIS MUSIC 








ANNOUNCING 


* THE PREMIERE RADIO CONCERT 
by 


GEORGE OLSEN AND HIS MUSIC 
Under Stromberg-Carlson Auspices April 5th via WJZ 
and Allied National Broadcasting Company Stations 





VICTOR RECORDS 





Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 
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THE ROUGH RIDERS 


Famous Players-Lasky release of a,Vic- 


bor ‘eming Production Original ory 
and research by Hermann Hage@@orn. 
Bcreen p ay by’ John Fish Goodrich 
Opened ae a road show at the Cohan the- 
etre, N. Y., March 15. Running time, 137 
mins In two parts 
Col. Theodore Roosevelt.....Frank Hopr er 
Stewart Van Brunt — > + Farrell 
Bert Henley ....Charles Er t Mack 
Mary WrTTTITity Titi Mary Astor 
Hell's Belio ..ccesseeeeees Noah Beery 
Happy Joe ee eese .. George Ban roft 
Stanton _ sccccces Fred Bohler 
Col. Leonard Wood......Col. Fred Lindsay 
It is said that this picture cost 
F. P.-L. $1,410,000 to make, That's 
a lot of money and the picture 
doesn’t show it. There was consid- 
erable trouble with the film before 


it was finally ready to be shown, 
and when it finally did arrive on 
Broadway it proved to be more or 
less of a disappointment. It doesn’t 
measure up as a road show and it 
will only get money on the strength 
of the popular appeal in the mem- 
ory of the late Col. Roosevelt. 

It will be the lure of the Roose- 
velt name that will draw the public 
in. It will be a case of playing 
this one as a road show along the 
lines of come in, get the money and 
get out. It won't stand up for runs 
at all 

The picture is entertaining enough 
along motion picture lines of the 
average program prodig:tion. In 
the picture houses as a special) it 
will get over after the brief road 
show dates are played. 

One can judge. the big kick in the 
picture with the opening scenes in 
which the character of Roosevelt 
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such a riot in the big league he 
think’s he wrote the book. The 
eatcher’s daughter is in love with 
Kelly and she tries to cure him. 
He's hopeless. 

The club gets so sore on him they 


| appears The audience is awaiting 
him, and when he finally shows up 
they go after a hand for him, but 
after that the actor part comes to 
the fore and with it a realization on 
the part of the public that it isn't 








ac can’ i d the pay off comes 

, ol after all, but just an actor|cant win an 
‘ar nercmetng > ob ’ : jwhen Kelly gets plastered on the 
ws wey in the historical facts |eve of an important series with the 

page veces eating oy ; | Whit S Mac indefinitely sus- 
lis a love story that concerns two of | ite Sox. Th a> cnaemhe arten 
ithe enlisted men of the Rough Rid- | pends him. e ola catener Ss 
lers who go to Cuba with the regl- | reason with Kelly after pe oe — 
| ers 0 é it f . : ‘ ‘ : ‘ —. she 
ment, and one of whom remains |!" his daughter's room, wh¢ 


: 2 ’ i from 
here forever. They are both in love |has hidden him to save him fre 


wan one nS ee te him out and tells him he’s been sav- 
Mesh Reser yee a western sheriff ing his job. shy yo = hong a 
and George Bancroft as a horse ae , r~4 of ‘it and inn 
thief. The latter, to escape the + nol mang stay. They are all oft 
sheriff, joins up, while the latter : 


Kelly, even Mickey, now the club's 
mascot. 

The club comes through, wins the 
pennant and goes into the World's 
Series with St. Louis. The decid- 
ing game comes along and the 
Yanks have run out of pitchers. 
Mickey and the gang beg Mac to let 
Kelly pitch but he can’t see it. Fin- 
ally they persuade him and Mickey, 
overjoyed, starts to tell Kelly. On 
the way to Kelly's flat the kid, who 
is on a bike, is run into by a taxi 
and rushed to the hospital. 

All wait anxiously outside the 
operating room. Mickey, after com- 
in’ out of the ether, wants to know 
if Kelly is goin’ to pitch, Mac sends 
in word yes. 

Kelly pitches the last game but 
hasn’t his regular stuff. He’s up to 
his neck when Mickey arrives in a 
wheel chair. That was the cue for 
St. Louis. Kelly shuts them out and 
socks a homer in the last inning, 
hitting the dirt as he comes into the 
place for the first time. Formerly 
he came in standing up. He didn't 
have to slide. He blew a ball game 
that way. 

Haynes will have the frails rootin’ 
for him all the way in this one. Sally 
O'Neil will also turn a lot of cad- 
dies back to baséball, and Karl 
Dane, as “Swede” Hansen, could 
crash the player’s gate in any park. 

Baseball in a picture isn’t sup- 


also does the same thing to be sure 
of his man when the fracas is over 
The two’go through the entire story 
with lots of laughs. 

The young love interest is carried 
on by Charles Farrell, Mary Astor 
and the late Charles Emmett Mack, 
recently killed in an automobile ac- 
cident a few weeks ago on the 
Coast. 

Col. Fred Lindsay had the role of 
Col. Leonard Wood, in command of 
the Rough Riders when Roosevelt 
was Lieut. Colonel. 

The action takes place in the mo- 
bilization camp in Texas and in 
Cuba, with the historic charge up 
San Juan Hill as the big punch. 
There are numerous comedy scenes, 
and the one in particular that kicks 
is the shooting up of the picnic dur- 
ing a band concert when the Rough 
Riders, who are the invited guests, 
mistake the firing of a gun as part 
of the band selection as a signal to 
begin shooting. 

The war stuff in the light of the 
films of the World’s War is rather 
tame, but there is all that old glit- 
ter and pomp of the commander on 
horseback, the waving of the sword 
and hand-to-hand fighting stuff 
that gets over. 

The tie-ups will have to be with 
the camps of Spanish War Vets and 
things of that sort to get money on 
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posed to have an appeal for women 

oe Pent Pred that will make it good matinee stuff 

out of New York, but this one may 

SLIDE KELLY SLIDE fool them. This Haines kid has a 

? ’ following like a World’s Series ticket 

Ea Dear Chick: line and any woman who lamps this 





LOEW’S 


STATE and METROPOLITAN 


B way at 45th St. Brooklyn 


John Gilbert in ‘The Show’ 


—VAUDEVILLE— 


Strap on your sliding pads, hook 
into the Embassy and grab yourself 
a grand stand seat for “Slide, Kelly, 
Slide.” You'll see William Haines 
playin’ the freshest busher that ever 
busted into the big league, and you'll 
see him cured finally through his 








love for Mickey Martin (Junicr 
Coghlan), a rod ridin’ homeless kid 
that Kelly picks up at the training 
camp and practically adopts. 


The story is a pip, the direction of 
Edward Sedgwick is big time, and 


STATE—PUCK and WHITE | 
METROPOLITAN—NORA BAYES 





TH MONTH — WILLIAM FOX 
bresents the Motion Picture 


SAM Ht 
the titles by Joe Farnham would 
W H A T HARRIS pull a laugh from a blue law in- 
THEATRE ventor. Mike Donlin, who used to 
P R i % E Twice Daily | Pull them into the right field seats 
2:30—8 :30 


at the Polo Grounds, plays a coach 
in the deaf and dumb opus and also 
was the technical adviser. You can 
shoot the roll that Turkey Mike 


GLORY  Yx'tisk 


RESERVED 





steered them past the usual boots 
S MARK D BROADWAY | that these baseball pictures develop. 
TRAN at 47th ST- This one is 99 per cent. and would 


HARRY LANGDON 
in “LONG PANTS” 


A First National Picture 


THE HAPPINESS BOYS 
FREDERICK FRADKIN Viotinisr 


MARK STRAND SYMPHONY ORCH. 


CAPIOL 2°55 
At 5lst Street 
FIRST TIME AT POPULAR PRICES 


The FIRE 
BRIGADE 


A Metro-Goidwyn-Mayer Picture 
©APITOL GRAND ORCHESTRA 


“Wolf’s Clothing” 


Starring MONTE BLUE 
with PATSY RUTH MILLER 


Largest Permanent Orch. 
Ballet & Chorus of 150. 


have been 100 if the Yanks wore 
grey uniforms when playin’ the 
White Sox in Chi. That wasn’t 
Mike’s fault. 


But this guy Kelly will kill you. 
He's signed with the Yanks, comin’ 
up from a class XX bush ang re- 
ports in Florida where the club is 
trainin’. He has wired Macklin 
(Warner Richmond), the manager, 
not to worry if the club don’t look 
so good, as he is on his way. Mack- 
lin has to look up the rookie list to 
even peg him. 

On the way to the camp Kelly is 
the life of the party and tells the 
club car how good he is. In the day 
coach he meets a couple of regular 
big leaguers and hands them out 
trick cigars. A swell lookin’ dish 
vamps him and he pays for her 
lunch. She frisks him but he’s not 
hep until leaving the train. 

The gang stand for Kelly because 
he’s a whale of a pitcher but his 








- 





head gets so fat it scratches up the 
ela) ORCH. & Daily Til | walls. 
. BALL. eP. There’s an old cruller-legged 


EXCEPT SAT. & SUN, 
OVER 6,200 SEATS 





eatcher with the Yanks, who tries to 
steer Kelly right but the rookie is 


—— 


boy will tout her neighbors into go- 
ing. 
At the Embassy the matinees have 


been holding up but that don’t mean 


anything in New York on account 
of its cosmopolitan population. The 
lay offs would fill the house indef- 
initely. 


Everybody concerned with “Slide, 
Kelly, Slide,” has hit .400. Get a 
load of it. Your pal, Con. 





The Yankee Clipper 


Los Angeles, March 24. 
Rup@t Julias production for C. B. de 
Mille Corp., starring William Boyd. 


Pre- 
sented Db. Producers Distributing Corp. 
Story by migon Clift, adapted by Garrett 


Fort and Garnett Weston, with Rupert 
Julian a At the Forum, Los An- 
geles, for indefinite engagement, beginning 
March 23. Running time, 96 minutes. 


Hal Winslow........ eseessee William Boyd 
Jocelyn Huntington...........- Elinor Fair 
Mickey. ceccccccess eeseesse-Junior Coghlan 
Richard.........- eocccccesecess John iljan 


o coccccocococcces o Water Lang 
Mr. inglow.....+se.+.+++-Burr McIntosh 
Queen Victoria. ..cccsesecsecsess Julia Faye 
Zach 


ery Taylor...... ecccccee Harry Holden 


Rupert Julian has taken every 
license a director can to make this 
one a melodramatic spectacle that 
might bring the red blood to the 
fore of those who are interested in 
American history of the Clipper 
days of the early 19th century. 
However, he has not made a super- 
spectacle or a $1.50 two-a-day pic- 
ture. What he has turned out is 
a piece of commercial merchandise 
for the program houses, which, if 
sold from the exploitation possibili- 
ties that a picture based on Yankee 
progressiveness offers, will bear 
fruit and profit to exhibitor and 
producer. 

Though William Boyd is starred 
and Elinor Fair has second place, 
none other but six-year-old Junior 
Coghlan cops the bacon. Rupert 
should be given credit for taking 
the comedy portion of the picture 
and turning it over to this young- 








ster, who acquitted himself in re- 
markable fashion and who no doubt 


in a short time will be grabbed off 
by some producer and starred in 
juvenile pictures. This kid need 
not be afraid of having to follow 
in the footsteps of Jackie Coogan 
or Wesley Barry. From what he 
has done here and in “Slide, Kelly, 
Slide,” Junior should be able to give 
either of these youngsters cards 
and spades. 

He plays a dock waif who smug- 
gles aboard the Yankee ship in a 
potato sack; is added to the ship’s 
family and chews a wad of tobacco 


being caught drunk, but Kelly baw!s |} throughout the opus as though he 


were born with a cud in his mouth. 
The kid also knows dramatic value 
and timing, and has a way of get- 
ting sympathy by a turn of the head 
and a twitch of the eye. 

Boyd is the Yankee skipper in a 
sort of a sympathetic, hard-boiled 
fashion, and gets away best on the 
romantic and heroic end and not on 
the rough stuff which one would 
expect from a skipper of a ship with 
a mutinous crew. 

Miss Fair as the fem lead is great 
to look at, but seemed to have her 
eye more on the camera than on her 
fellow players with whom she was 
playing scenes. Seems as though 
she should not be cast opposite her 
own husband where romance is con- 
cerned, with the screen end of it 
seeming to be just necessary and 
not realistic. 

John Miljan as a cowardly Eng- 
lish lover of the heroine gave a con- 
vincing and not overacted per- 
formance. Walter Long, doing the 
so-called rat ship “menace,” was 
big in his characterization, but his 
work did not seem to ring as true 
as it might have. Julia Faye was 
flashed in the early moments and as 
a most attractive queen. Other 
players, including Burr McIntosh, 
were flashed on and off, but had no 
roles which might bring forth spe- 
cial mention. 


Garrett Fort and Garnett Weston 

turned out a commercial adaptation 
of this Denison Clift play, but got 
pretty well away from the original 
idea in trying to get the box-office 
into it. 
If this.picture is intended for the’ 
$1.50 top houses, it has missed, as 
its production cost hardly went over 
$325,000, with the picture hardly 
having any big moments in it which 
would merit its competing with the 
$1,000,000 and over productions now 
being road showed. 


The biggest and most thrilling of 
the many melodramatic portions is 
@ typhoon encountered by the 
“Yankee Clipper” after it rounded 
Cape Horn on its way back from 
China. One sees plenty of water 
splash, lightning, etc., but it seems 
obvious that most of the stuff is of 
the miniature and studio variety, 
with the audience hardly taking it 
seriously outside of the momentary 
impression it will make. 

Story is that of England building 
a fast clipper ship to get the Chi- 
nese tea trade. America at the same 
time turns out the “Yankee Clipper” 
for the same purpose. Both ships 
reach China at the same time. 

Jocelyn, who is out séeinge Foo- 
chow with her finance, is attacked 
by Chinese beggars, with Hal Wins- 
low coming to her rescue. He falls 
in love and finds the villain has an 
affair with a Chinese girl. Chinese 
merchant invites her father, played 
by Louis Payne, to tea with the 
skipper of the American ship. He 
tells them that the first ship to 
reach Boston Harbor with cargo 
will get the tea trade for the world. 

Both ships are ready to sail when 
the girl with her fiance come to 
bid the American skipper good-bye. 
American shanghais the girl and 
throws her lover in the hold, and 
racing for America starts. The 
American ship leads till it hits ty- 
phoon, when it is badly damaged, 
while the English ship goés through 
okay. 

After the typhoon a mutiny takes 
place on “Yankee Clipper” through 





shortage of water. Boy captain and 
his loyal crew overcome mutineers, 
after which it is found that the 
English sweetheart had cached some 
of the water. 

Ship is gotten into shape, pur- 
sves the English boat and sights it 
within five miies of Boston Harbor. 
Wind there is slack, so American 





skipper tells crew to get out blan- 
kots, hold them to wind for breeze 


— 


to keep boat moving while the Eng- 
lish boat is crawling. Of course, 
American siip beats English boat 
into harbor by a nose, and Ameri- 
ca has commercial supremacy of 
sea, with hero winning heroine. 
First 50 minutes, or half of pic- 
ture, very long and draggy. Looks 
as though it were cut very close, 
but some oriental . atmospheric 
scenes good to look at and quite 
impressive, but might be cut to 10 
per cent of its present footage, or 
even be eliminated, and the story 
would be more concise and holding, 
Kick is in last portion of picture. 
Though ending is obvious, action 
holds interest. 

Heavily exploited and with local 
tie-ups from the shipping and pa- 
triotic angle, this one, which has 
plenty of the flag, should not miss 
in the picture houses. Ung. 


LONG PANTS 


Harry Langdon’s third feature 
comedy for First National. 
thur Ripley. 


length 
Story by Are 
Direction by Frank Capra. 





At the Mark Strand, New York, week 
March 26. Running time, 70 minutes. 

The Boy..... ossececcecss++ Harry Langdon 
His Mother.....-+- »»-Gladys Brockwell 
His Father Cooccsecrce Al Roscoe 
The Vamp.........- «e+eeee+-Alma Bennett 
Langdon as small boy.......Frankie Darro 
Priscilla....... ccesee «s++e-Priscilla Bonner 





A bit of a let down for Langdon. 
It hasn't the popular laughing quale 
ity of his other full-length produc- 
tions, principally because the sym- 








pathetic element is over-developed 
at the expense of the gags and the 
stunts that made “The Strong Man” 
a riot. 

By anybody else the picture would 
be hailed as a great production. 
Langdon’s name and work will 
make it a substantial box office 
property. The pull of the name was 
evidenced at the Strand Saturday 
and Sunday, when queues were con- 
tinuous. The point is that the pic- 
ture is amusing and satisfying, but 














Presentation 
Trailers 








Right in the heart of the theatrical 
district—220 West 42nd St.—EHast- 
ern Film Corporation maintains a 
complete, up-to-date motion picture 
studio. Presentation trailers that 
materially. enhance your good-will 
with patrons and box office alike 
are made here. Ideas developed. 
Brilliant photography. Moderate 
prices for superlative service and 
convenience. Call, phone or write. 


Eastern 
Film (i, 


220W.42nd 


Wisconsin 3770 














A Picture House Attraction 


MURIEL 


‘Danseuse of Distinction’ 
Thanks to Mr. PAUL ASH 
for Return Engagement at 
Balaban & Katz’ 
ORIENTAL THEATRE 

Week March 21 


This Week, March 28 
Balaban & Katz’ 
UPTOWN THEATRE 
Direction MAX TURNER and 














PHIL TYRELL 


























Picture Houses, MAX TURNER 





DIRECTION 


: A SENSATION IN A NEW FIELD 


BOB LaSALLE 


NOW PLAYING THE BETTER GRADE PICTURE THEATRES 


HELD OVER SECOND WEEK, BALABAN & KATZ’ ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
WEEK APRIL 11, UPTOWN; WEEK APRIL 18, TIVOLI 
RETURNING WEEK APRIL 25 TO ORIENTAL THEATRE FOR AN EXTENDED ENGAGEMENT 


Thanks to MR. PAUL ASH 


Vaudeville Houses, BILLY JACKSON 
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it is not up to this up and coming 
comedian’s best. 

The opening is exceedingly quiet. 
It is here that the picture seeks to 
build up a sympathetic background 
for the Boy, giving a semi-serious 
twist calculated to heighten its sub- 
sequent clowning. 

Langdon does the boyhood scenes 
in his inimitable style, but the hu- 
mor is a bit fine for the generality 
of fans. 

Later on, when they get into 
rougher material, there are several 
highly effective comic passages. 
One of the best was the incident 
where Langdon, who has unwit- 
tingly helped a woman criminal to 
escape jail in a packing case, sees 
what he thinks is a policeman sit- 
ting on the box. He takes up a po- 
sition across the street and tries 
by half a dozen absurd ruses to 
draw away the cop. 

The picture builds up in speed 
of action when the lady crook the 
hero innocently rescued from jail 
gets into a fist fight with a woman 
cabaret dancer whom she blames 
for her arrest.- Harry all this time 
registers merely his typical nervous, 
futile protest, and for the moment 
the story gets out of his hands. 

A swift finish is used. The whole 
situation, elaborately built up, {fs 
unceremoniously dropped, and Harry 
is seen returning from the nest of 
crooks he has stumbled into to his 
quiet home and his simple sweet- 
heart, This brusque transition is 
rather confusing. 

Besides the incident with the cop 
there is an elaborate comedy situ- 
ation about half way. Langdon has 














And His 


' Brunswick Recording 
Orchestra 


Still Breaking Records 


In Their Fourth Month at 





;and his decision not to carry it 





UPTOWN, LOS ANGELES 














“THE CALIFORNIA CLOWN” 





EDDIE MORAN 


NOW 
SEVENTH WEEK 


STATE 
DETROIT 


With His Pal 


CHARLIE MELSON 


The California Playboy 


Thanks to Mr. Howard O. Pierce 
and My Booster, George Jessel 
Hats by Gus Newman 


become enamored of a woman 
criminal without, of course, know- 
ing her character. While he wants 
to go to her in the city, his parents 
force him into a marriage with a 
village girl. In his absurdly naive 
way he decides the only way he 
can escape is to take the village 
bride out into lovers’ lane and shoot 
her. 

Much laughable material is used 
here in Harry's painstaking but fu- 
tile preparations for his scheme, | 


through when he loses his pistol, 
gets caught in a bear trap and 
jams his hat down over his eyes 
as he takes aim. Some pretty ob- 
vious devices are employed here, 
such as his slipping trousers and 
efforts to control his suspenders. 
The opening shows Johnny, a kid 
in knickerbockers, reveling in su- 
per-heated romances from the pub- 
lic library. When he gets his first 
long pants he starts out to do a 
Don Juan, with such complications 
as may be imagined. Rush. 


WOLF’S CLOTHING 


Warner Bros.’ production, starring Monte 
Blue, with Patsy Ruth Miller, Douglas 
Gerrard and John Miljan featured. Story 
by Arthur Somers Roche. Adapted by Darr- 
ly Francia Zanuck. Directed by Roy Del 
Ruth. At the Roxy, New York, week 
March 26. Running time, 70 minutes, 





MED MENON. co cc ncccccectesens Monte Blue 
Minnie Humphrey.......Patsy Ruth Miller 
Johnson Craigie«..ciccccesesecs John Miljan 
Herbert Candish.....se++++ Douglas Gerrard 
VQRMOU . cc ccccccsnpepeece o+...Lewis Harvey 
Vanelli’s Pal.....ceecoe «+---Ethan Laidlaw 
Hotel Manager....sccsesess sss J. ©. Fowler 
Hotel Doctor..... ecveseede Walter Rodgers 
Hotel Detective..... eccescess Arthur Millet 
Crook “Doctor’’..cccccese John Webb Dillon 
MMO NAITO. 2c rcccccccocccceccces Lee Moran 





This is one of the best Monte Blue 
starring features that has been 
turned out in a long while. For the 
average theatre it may be a riot. 
However, the picture does not meas- 
ure up to what is expected of the 
film fare at the Roxy. Yet a Sun- 
day afternoon audience at the big 
house laughed uproariously at the 
mystery farce, which has it weakest 
point in that it finishes up as one 
of those dream things, through’ the 
aciion having been manufactured 
in the disordered brain of a subway 
guard who has been run down by 
an automobile and taken to a hos- 
pital. One thing about it, though, 
is that the action is fast and never 
lags. Had the titling been snappier 
it would have been a hundred per 
cent picture. 

In support of Blue, Patsy Ruth 
Miller looks great and handles her- 
self cleverly. The comedy charac- 
terization of Douglas Gerrard as a 
society detective of the “silly” Eng- 
lishman type, does much to lift the 
laugh element in the film. The 
balance of the cast, with the excep- 
tion of John Miljan, who plays a 
supposedly crazed youth of wealth 
escaped from a sanitarium and does 
it very well indeed, is sufficient to 
the needs. 

In the regular picture houses 
anything up to a four-day run will 
find this one standing up. Fred. 





Fashions for Women 


Famous Players-Lasky production, made 
on West Coast. Esther Ralston starred, 
for first time. Adapted from the play, 
“The Girl of the House’’ by Armont and 
Marchand into scenario by Percy Heath. 
Directed by Dorothy Arzner, F. P.’s first 
woman director. Raymond Hatton featured 
on film titles, but on theatre program Einar 
Hanson also featured. At Paramount, New 


York, 70 minutes running time. Week of 
March 26. 

Celeste de Givray) ...e.see0+ Esther Ralston 
Lolo Dulay 

Sam DuPont............Raymond Hatton 
, TS eS eee Kinar Hanson 
Duke of Arles...........Edward Martindel 
BM, Alard..i.2% codecoedses Agostino Borgato 
M. Pattibone........ Cocceses Edward Faust 
M6 0940-6 0.0b00000 00604004 Yvonne Howell 
Restaurant Manager........ Charles Darvas 





Corking good picture, flooded with 
ladies’ figures, more fancy clothes 
than have been flashed on the screen 
recently, a swell little plot, good 
acting, good direction, photography 
that makes Esther Ralston look like 
all the world’s beautiful women 
rolled into one blonde, and heart in- 
terest which, if a bit hackneyed, also 
okeh. The point is that as program 
pictures go, “Fashions for Women” 
goes much further. 

















Dorothy Arzner, scenarist and as- 
sistant director for quite a time on 


the coast, has handled her first 
megaphone for F. P.-L. with gen- 
uine skill and with a keen eye to 
closeups of Miss Ralston. Maybe 
on an initial starring venture that 
is okeh. However, Miss Ralston has 
an unaffected appearance on the 
screen and where some of the vet- 
eran grande dames who are still 
doing duty as ingenues get a trifle 
tiresome, Ralston wears well 

Plot is about a celebrated Parisian 
woman, Celeste de Givray, not only 
the best dressed woman of Paris 
but the best loose ‘un. 
agent, Sam DuPont, who operated 
swiftly and well, framed a big stunt 
to draw attention to her face-lifted 
beauty. 

The stunt was to take the gal out 
of town until the final night of the 
fashion fete, then to spring her on 
the mob and with her new face 
(plastic stuff got a good laugh 
through a novel introduction) knock 
all her competitors into the ashcan. 

To go through with the prelim- 
inaries of the fashion show it was 
necessary to get a substitute, so a 
cigarette girl whose name used to 
be Lulu Dooley in New York but 
Lolo Dulay in-Paree, was hired. As 
her aviator, a Vicomte Raoul de 
Bercy was engaged, the angle be- 
ing that the Vicomte had just gone 
broke on the Bourse and as a noble- 
man, plus his rep as an ace, he 
would fit well into the story when 
it broke on the front pages. Now 
the rub was that the cigarette girl 
passed as the real Celeste de Givray 
and the Vicomte, whom she used 
to admire when he came into the 
restaurant where she worked, re- 
fused to have much te do with her 
because of her rep. 

Things were further complicated 
by the press agent, DuPont, an un- 
cdénscionable liar. When it was all 
framed for the real Celeste to blow 
in, things went wrong because Ce- 
leste changer her mind and married 
a Duke of Arles, one of her boy 
friends. Being a duchess, she re- 
fused to go back into the fashion 
show business. This left the little 
cigarette girl up a tree because the 
Vicomte failed to believe she was 
really on the level until he saw the 
papers which announced the decep- 
tion. 

Lovely gowns-are in every foot. 
Ermine negligees; bath in milk, 
numerous underpanties, chemises 
and other intimate items, all of 
which look like a million dollars 
on the svelte littl Ralston figure, 
just round enough. Settings are 
typical examples of studio magnifi- 
cence, the film being well handled 
in that respect, and the injection 
of much action, even in the fashion 
episodes, keeps the film from slow- 
ing down. 

Miss Ralston rates her stardom 
and doing a dual role here, handles 
both with ease. Raymond Hatton 
does his comedy part beautifully, 
neither too rough nor too polite— 
and at the same time leaving off 
so many of the gags which have 
been associated with him in comedy. 
Einar Hanson as the adored man 
hasn’t a great deal to do, but he 
does well, while Ed Faust and Agos- 
tino Borgato do comically as two 
French dressmakers—maybe they're 
kidding Poiret or Patou—it hardly 
matters. 

A good picture and a cinch for 
exploitation. For the usual spring 
fashion shows which many of the 
de luxe houses give in conjunction 
with the department stores in their 
cities, this is a setup and was prob- 
ably made with that idea tn mind. 
At the Paramount no tleup was 
utilized, but this should and prob- 
ably will be tied up right and left 
with the new styles. 


THE NIGHT BRIDE 


P. D. C. release. Story adapted by Zelda 
Sears. Gupervised by F. McK. Willis. EB. 
Mason Hopper, director Marie Prevost 
starred. Harrison Ford featured. In the 
company, Robert Edeson, Frank Pangborn 
and others. At the New York Hippodrome 
week March 28 Running time, 60 mins, 

A picture of mixed aims and pur- 
poses that does get over some hoke 
comedy but misses utterly what 
seems to have been its first design 
—the screening of a witty comedy 
verging upon farce. They have 
managed to get the polite atmos- 
phere in the surroundings and back- 
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grounds, but the story lands uncer- was filled to capacity (2,500) at 
tainly somewhere between a custard | $1.10. top. 
pie revel and a rough knockabout The-picture has nothing to rec- 
farce. ommepgd it to the public at large 

Of wit it has none and depends/|and will only be of limited propa- 
principally upon such devices as/ ganda value. Cannot be compared 


the hero pretending illness to es- 
cape an embarrassing situation, be- 
ing forced to take a dose of castor 
oil. That incident marks the pic- 
ture for its class and grade, mean- 


|; ing net, just another program com- 


edy. 

The entertainment falls in that 
no man’s land between the out-and- 
out roughness comic and the pol- 
ished style represented by the re- 
cent French adaptations used for the 
exploitation of Advipiie sles ou. 
Kither of these two types has large 
possibilities. But there is small ex- 
cuse for the in-between which alien- 
ates the unsophisticated fan who 
wants his custard pie and the dis- 
criminating customer who enjoys a 
witty, clever picture. 

In the instance of “The Night 
Bride” @ fine technical treatment 
has given the story splen‘id back- 
grounds in polite society, but the 
story pattern is more of the 
“Charley’s Aunt” order. . One of the 
high lights was the spectacle of a 
cissified man secretary floundering 
about the house all mixed up with a 
bride’s intimate trousseau. From 
this episode and the castor oil chap- 
ter you can figure out the rest. 

Marie Prevost overplays sadly in 
one of those cutie, tomboy, flapper 
roles, and Harrison Ford was never 
destined to shine as a suave unc- 
tuous comedian. That stopped the 
picture, no matter how exquisite- 
ly they dressed up the star or how 
perfectly they designed the settings 
to reflect the atmosphere of wealth 
in mansion and country club. Har- 
rison trying to make a sleep-walk- 
ing incident funny was not stimu- 
lating. The Hippodrome audience 
laughed intermittently - at the 
rougher knockout, while the long 
flirtation passages were received 
with languor. Rush. 


BREAKING CHAINS 


Cambridge, Mass., March 26. 
Produced by the Moscow Art Film Studio 
and presented in Boston under the auspices 
of the International Workers’ Aid. 








This Russian film shows all the 
crudities of ill-equipped studios and 
poor workmanship. Bereft of any 
semblance of plot unity, the picture 
is noteworthy for the few good 
scenes and the excellent facial 
pantomime of the actors. 

Katja, a young girl of the work- 
ing class, loses her father in the 


revolution of 1917. She is called 
for by her grandmother from the 
country and taken to a little village 
where the workers are just forcing 
the factory owner to sign his plant 
over to them. This owner's son 
was the man who killed Katja’'s 


father. The owner and son flee to 
Paris, and there spend all their 
money. After a time the son re- 


turns to his home, now a com- 
munity center for the workers, and 
tries to get his jewels hidden in a 
room now occupied by Katja. 

The girl has, meanwhile, fallen in 
love with the engineer of the plant. 
She is temporarily won over by the 
polished aristocrat, but when his 
evil schemes come to light she falls 
back on her old fiancee. The villain 
is shot, the father is never heard of, 
the girl never discovers that the 
villain was the murderer of her 
father, and into this confused tangle 
of loosely hanging threads are in- 
jected Lenin's death and loads of 
incoherent. pictures. 

The actors in the film are un- 
named, but they have the usual 
Continental quality of conveying 
their thoughts without aid of titles. 
Although the lighting of the scenes 
was poor—evidently no Kleig lights 
—the faces stood out well enough 
to attract attention. 

As was to be expected, the audi- 
ence went wild over every mention 
of the Soviet, showing that for 
them the quality of the film counted 
for nought. Symphony Hall, Bos- 
ton, where the picture was shown, 





to “Potemkin” or any 
man productions. 


of the Gere 
Gross. 


Thru Darkest Africa 


Sub-titied ‘‘In Search of White Rhinoce 

eros."" Wild animal picture. Presented by 
Captain Harry Eustace, who, with wife and 
natives only humans appearing on screen. 
At Cameo, New York, week March 21. 
Running time, around 45 minutes. 





This is a mild animal hunt pic- 
ture, mostly grazing scenes, with a 
plentitude of titles in an attempt to 
cover up its weaknesses. At the 
Cameo, doubled up with the Chap- 
lin reissue, “Shoulder Arms,” and 
Chaplin picture featured over this, 
the gross at the Cameo, though both 
pictures be held over, will be no in- 
dicator of the drawing strength of 
“Thru Darkest Africa.” 

A sort of story-suspense is ob- 
tained in the animal film through 
the captions pointing toward a white 
rhino, which is the quest. It is fin- 
ally seen and described as the white 
rhino with white-blue sides, leaving 
the auditor to guess what he 
pleases. 

The most interesting point the film 
touches upon is the graveyard in 
Africa of all tusked animals, some- 
thing no one ever has claimed to 
discover excepting a solitary Eng- 
lishman, The picture places the 


(Continued on page 18) 
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JOE 
TERMINI 


Came to New York from 
Detroit This Week 


(March 28) 

TO PLAY 
LOEW’S 
METROPOLITAN 
BROOKLYN 





Alse te Make Arrangements for 
VITAPHONE 


Directed by WM. MORRIS OFFICE 


Returning to Middle West April 6th 
to play five weeks for 
KBITH CHICAGO OFFICS 














“California’s Playboy” 


“MELSONIC” 


The New Word for 
HOT JAZZ 


CHARLIE 
MELSON 


and his PLAYBOYS 
The Jazz Sensation of Detroit 
NOW IN FOURTH MONTH 


AT THE STATE 














PICTURE HOUSE AND PRODUCTION MANAGERS 


Our Record Speaks for Itself 


DANCERS 


One solid consecutive year at the Silver Slipper, New Y ork. 
Back on Broadway at the New York Frolic. 


CARLO »» NORMA 


UNIQUE 


Six Weeks at the Nixon, Pittsburgh. 
DROP IN AND LOOK US OVER 








“VARIETY” (Abel) Says: 


with proper 


“Carlo and Norma, extraordinary dancers, have been developing importantly on the cafe floors and are potential ‘names’ 


exploitation.” 








Appreciation is acknowledged to Jim Redmond and Danny Healy 
Address, Care N. Y. FROLIC, 52d St. and Broadway, N. Y. C. 
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POLICE CHECK- UP ON 


HOUSES PLAYING ACTS; 


Going On Despite Decision in 
Police Court—Sanitary Reg- | 
ulations Important 





Uninfluenced by the ruling af 
Magistrate Liota in Brooklyn, N. Y., 
regarding the status of smaller pic- 


ture theatres playing vaudeville the 
Commissioners of Licenses is mak- 


ing a survey of all houses playing 
acts. 

The investigation has been going 
on presumably “under cover” since 
Magistrate Liota’s disposal of the 
cases against the Globe, Brooklyn. 

The investigation is said to have 
been prompted by complaints 
against the smaller houses from 
vaudeville interests in the imme- 
diate vicinity. 

Several small picture houses 
throughout Brooklyn and Long 
Island which suspended vaudeville 
after police check-up some weeks 
ago restored acts following the 
Liota decision. 

Aside from police interference 
several of the far-out spots have 
been compelled to drop vaudeville 
because of sanitary regulations 
through not having dressing room 
facilities and in some instances 











PAUL ASH 
NOW AT 


BALABAN & KATZ 


New Oriental Theatre 
CHICAGO 





Paul Ash 
Presentations 
Produced by 
‘Louis 











are played not) 
dressing rooms | 


mixed acts 
separate 


| 
| where 
j having 


50 Houses Concerned 
Just what action the license com- 
|missioner proposes taking against 





bee se houses found not ev 
rithin sanitary and other re gula- | 
a requirements for vaudeville is 
not made known 

| Should the present check-up by 
the commissioner of licenses. bear 


sufficient weight to ban vaudeville 
| from the houses at least 50 smaller 
houses in and around New York! 
| would be affected by such an edict. 


Vivian Gordon Excited 
In Hotel—Night in Jail 


Vivian Gordon, 25, Waldort-As-4 
toria, who says she is “in pic- 
tures,” spent a night in WeSt 30th 
street jail and later was brought 
to West Side Court to answer a 
charge of disorderly conduct. Her 
attorney asked Magistrate Vitale 
for an adjournment and she was 
paroled. 

Vivian was charged by Albert 
Goldstone, assistant manager of the 
Claridge Hotel, with creating a dis- 
turbance in the hotel at 6 a. m. 





Saturday. 
According to Goldstone, Miss 
Gordon ran through the halls 


shouting for police, the fire depart- 
ment and others. When finally re- 
strained she told the police she had 
come to visit two men and after 
being in their suite a short time 
discovered she had been robbed 
of $50. » 

When making a demand for the 
return of her money Miss Gordon 
said her friends disappeared. She 
admitted she had had some drinks 
and may have been excited. 

At this point Goldstone inter- 
rupted to say that Miss Gordon 
had smashed a glass top of a 
dresser by pounding on it with her 
hands. 

At this point the attorney asked 
for an adajournment, which the 
magistrate granted. The attorney, 
who said he represented her attor- 
neys in Brooklyn, stated he did not 
know what pictures she had ap- 
peared in, but knew she had lived 
at the Waaldorf for more than six 
months, 





Benny Rubin Marries 


South Bend, Ind., March 29. 
Benny Rubin was married here 
Saturday to Mary O’Brien, of pic- 
tures. 
Besides that, the same Rubin 
started a new act on the stage here 
also. 





“POOR NUT” FINISHED 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

“Poor Nut” has been completed 
by Jess Smith for First National 
release, with the producer leaving 
for New York this week. 

Alexander Hamilton, financial 
sponsor, will go east with the pro- 
ducer. In New York they will set 
their next picture for F. N., to be 
made on the West Coast this 
summer. 





Leatrice Joy Re-Signs 
Los Angeles, March 29. 

Leatrice Joy, despite it was an- 
nounced she would not renew her 
contract with Cecil B. DeMille, has 
affixed her signature to an ex- 
tension of the contract for another 
year. 





for each sex. | 





‘STAGE HANDS HOLD 
VITA OUT OF MINN. 


St. Paul Has Vita Under Ex- 
perimental Period Under- 
standing with Union 





Minneapolis, March 29. 

Discouraged by their failure to 
reach a compromise with local 
stage hands on the scale for Vita- 
phone after several weeks of nego- 
tiations, Finkelstein & Ruben final- 
ly abandoned its intention to play 
Vitaphone simultaneously at the 
State in Minneapolis and Capitol, 
St. Paul. It gave the talking movies 
their northwest introduction at the 
St. Paul house Saturday, the St. 
Paul union having agreed to the 
F. & R. proposal which contem- 
plates further negotiations on the 
basis of the stage hands’ expe- 
rience with Vitaphone after a week’s 
trial. 

No date can be set for the Min- 
neapolis opening because no agree- 
ment is in sight yet. Negotiations 
have not been broken off and there 
still is hope of a settlement of the 
controversy. 

Members of the legislature, Min- 
neapolis and Sct. Paul city officials, 
newspapermen and others were 
guests of F. & R. last Wednestay 
night at a guest showing of Vita- 
phone after the concluding regular 
performance at the Capitol. The 
audience was highly enthusiastic 
and the newspapers came out the 
next morning with glowing front 
page stories. 

The program used was the one 
that Warner Brothers gave in New 
York and Chicago in connection 
with the presentation of “Don 
Juan.” 





Saxe Has Percy Marmont 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Sam Saxe has placed Percy Mar- 
meat under contract to be featured 
in three pictures, to be released by 
Gotham Productions. 

First will be put into production 
this week at Universal, after which 
Marmont will sail on April 30 for 
Europe, to make two pictures while 
there. 





Hopkins, F. P.’s Title Writer 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Bob Hopkins, ace title writer at 
the Warner Brothers’ studios, has 
joined F.P.-L. titling department. 
Hopkins had a five-year contract 
with Warners. It still had fours 
years to go when he left, F.P.-L. 
purchasing the contract. 





Gilda Gray’s “Passionate Island” 
Los Angeles, March 29. 

Gilda Gray’s first picture for 
United Artists, to be made by Sam- 
uel Goldwyn, will be entitled “Pas- 
sionate Island.” 

It is to be directed by Henry 
King. Production is scheduled for 
June 1. 





Arch Reeve Seriously Ill 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Arch Reeve, director of publicity 
for Famous Players. studios, 


home, 
Harold Hurley is 
head of the department. 


is|d@eavoring to force the camera and 
seriously ill with influenza at his|film company to dispose of three 


temporarily | held in idleness. 








“Savages Under the Skin”—Doubtful 
“SAVAGES UNDER THE SKIN” (Drama, Carl Reed, Greenwich Vil- 
lage). Drama of the South Seas, Did not impress as having dramatic 
content for pictures. Might make better picture than stage play with 
scenario properly treated. Tbee. 





“The Spider’—Favorable 
“THE SPIDER” (Mystery Drama, Albert Lewis and Sam H. Harris, 
Chanin's 46th Street). If this play makes its mark on Broadway as in- 
dicated it will naturally create a picture value. Its adaptation to the 
screen, however, will probably require more than ordinary skill in di- 





rection and in writing the scenario. Tbee. 
‘ “Lucky”"—Favorable - 
“LUCKY” (Dillingham, Musical Comedy, New Amsterdam). This 
musical has,enough story “meat” to qualify it for pictures. Coupled with 
that is the show’s hit potentialties. Abel. 





“The Crown Prince” Favorable 
“THE CROWN PRINCE” (Weber-Tragedy-Forrest). 


Despite double 
tragedy finish, “The Crown Prince’ is more 


likely for pictures than 





stage. Greater scope for action is afforded. Abel. 
“Lost”—Favorable ' 
“LOST” (Thomas and Chamberlain, Mansfield theatre). Drama of 


the tropics and of the conflict in a man’s soul. Having supposed himself 
to be wronged at home, he goes out thirsting for blood; only to get 
nabbed by a native gal who kills herself when the man’s wife, who 
proves herself pure and the mother of his child, shows up. Good ele- 
mental stuff for the films, particularly for a male star and a featured 
woman as the native. Plot is familiar but holds plenty of incident and 
action not developed on the stage. 





“Mariners”—Unfavorable 
“MARINERS” (Actors’ theatre, Plymouth). Not even a remote pros- 
pect of in any manner utilizing or adapting this drab, gruesome tragedy 
to any film uses, which no one knows better than the author and pro- 
ducers. - Lait. 





conceded that the commission will 
hesitate considerably before at- 
tempting to prove “attempt to 
monopolize.” 


Federal Trade Decision 


Within Two Weeks 


Washington, March 29. 
Judge Edgar A. McCollough, new 
member of the Federal Trade Com- 
mission, has advised his fellow 
commissioners that he has now 
completed his study of the record 
in the Famous Players-Lasky case 


in which the picture company is 
charged with unfair business 
methods and attempting to monop- 
olize the motion picture industry. 

As previously reported an ex- 
pected early decision following the 
last final hearings was postponed 
in order to permit Judge Mc- 
Collough to participate in the de- 
cision, 

With Commissioner William F. 
Humphrey back in Washington the 
full membership is now here with 
a decision expected within the next 
ten days or two weeks at the most. 

Inquiries by a Variety reporter 
as to the attitude of the com- 
mission on the many reported mer- 
gers of the various companies 
brought a decided switch from the 














JACK NORTH 


The Bounding Banjokster 


This Week (March 26) 
Metropolitan, Boston 


Good for Anybody’s House 


topic of motion pictures to other 
fields. 
One attorney here pronounced 


this “lack of interest” as indicating 
the commission had had enough of 
pictures when seeing, what its own 
attorneys termed an air-tight case, 
blow up. This feeling was further 
enhanced by questions put forth by 





j;members of the U. 5S. Supreme Dir.: WILLIAM MORRIS Offi 
| « ‘ourt when the Eastman Kodak Office 
jcase was argued before that body P.S.—I owe my _ success to 


FLEISCHMAN’S YEAST and 
WILMA NOVAK at the SILVER 
SLIPPER. 


Look her over boys. 


in which the commission is en- 


{laboratories which it is alleged are 





On top of this it is generally 








== 5 ____. 


























THE FIRST ACT TO PLAY RETURN DATE AT 


PARAMOUNT THEATRE, N. Y. 


THREE DENNIS SISTERS 


AMERICA’S FAVORITE HARMONY ARTISTES 
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Personal Management TED BRAUN, 226 West 47th Street, N. Y., Suite 702 
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CHARGED IN. 
FORECLOSURE SALE 


56 Stockholders of Rivoli, 
Providence Go Into Court— 
3 Unauthorized Mortgages? 








Providence, March 29. 

In a bill of complaint, charging 
that the foreclosure and tax sale of 
the Rivoli Theatre property, Charles 
street, was held as a scheme to de- 
fraud the Falciglia Amusement Cor- 
poration and stockholder Vincenzo 
Altieri and 55 other stockholders of 
the amusement company ask that a 
receiver be appointed with an in- 
junction to keep the company intact 
be granted. 

The complainants, according to 
the bill, own 1,197 shares of pre- 
ferred stock at $5 each and 2,635 
common stock valued at $5 a share. 

The bill charges that three mort- 
gages were executed on the prop- 
erty by the officials, and no direc- 
tors’ meeting or stockholders’ meet- 
ing was ever held to authorize the 
action. 

The bill further charges that the 
property was sold at tax sale on 
June 14, 1925, without knowledge of 
the stockholders. No capital stock 
was paid in and no shares issued. 
The bill further charges that the 
corporation (Rivoli, Theatre Corpo- 
ration) was formed for the ostensi- 
ble purpose of enabling the three 
officers and other employes of the 
amusement company to acquire all 
of the property in furtherance of a 
scheme to defraud. 

A hearing on the bill will be held 
this week. 


$3,000,000 STOCK DIV. 


Rudolph Wurlitzer Co. Declare 
Distribution of 150% in Common 











Cincinnati, March 29. 
_ The Rudolph Wurlitzer Company 
has declared a stock dividend of 
150 per cent. amounting to $3,000,- 
000 in common stock, payable April 
1. The common stock is held en- 
tirely by members of the Wurlitzer 
families and some of the depart- 
ment heads of the Wurlitzer organ- 
ization. 
This firm started in the musical 
Instrument business here in 1856. 


Omaha’s Strand Closes 


> . . 
As Rivieria Opens 
Omaha, March 29. 

Coincident with the opening of 
Blank’s new Rivieria, in association 
with Publix, the announcement was 
made of the closing of the Strand, 
Publix’s smallest local house, within 
two weeks. 

Stock at Brandeis may move into 
the Strand with the Brandeis re- 
deemed for road shows. No state- 
ment of the Strand’s future policy 
has been made. 








Turnbull Locating in N.Y. 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Hector Turnbull, producer for 
F. P.-L. and brother-in-law of Jesse 
Lasky, is going to Europe for an 
indefinite vacation in July. 

According to a report around the 
Hollywood lot, Turnbull will not 
return to the local studios. It is 
understood he will continue in the 
¥. P.-L. New York office. 








“SYNTHETIC SIN” BOUGHT 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Frederick and Fanny Hatton have 
sold the picture rights of their lat- 
est play, “Synthetic Sin,” to First 
National. The play had {fits world 
premiere a few weeks ago at the 
Morosco theatre. 

It will serve for Colleen Moore on 
First National's 27-28 schedule, 





Woman Novelist With F. B. O. 

Temple Bailey, woman novelist, 
has been given a 5-year contract by 
Jos, B. Kennedy, of F. B. O. Terms 
provide that F. B. O. automatically 
acquires the rights to film every 
novel written by her for that period. 

The first production will be 
“Wallflowers,” now running serially 
in Good Housekeeping. 





Featuring Warner Oland 
Los Angeles, March 29. 

Warner Brothers have placed 
Warner Oland under contract and 
will feature him first in ‘“‘The Belle 
of Barcelona.” 

It will also mark the return to 
‘American pictures of Betty Blythe. 


————_—$— aE 


PICTURES 





‘Belgrano’ in 2 Versiofis 


Los Angeles, March 29. 


} “Belgrano,” historical drama of the 
| Argentine, now being produced by 


| J. G. Bachmann for Julian Ajuria, | 
| wealthy South American exhibitor. | 


| The American negative will omit 


many sequences of a purely patri-| 


' otic nature interesting to Argen- 
tines. 
Warner Brothers will distribute 
in the U. S. 


SHADUR’S FIRST 
Los Angeles, March 29. 

Arthur E. Shadur, former studio 
manager of Universal recently pro- 
moted by Carl Laemmle to produc- 
tion supervisor, will produce 
“Betty's a Lady” as his first. 

James Flood will direct. 

Story is by the late Gerald Beau- 
mont and adapted by Charles Logue. 





KING LEAVES STERNS 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Charles King, comedian for the 
past three years with Stern Bros., 
who make Century Comedies, has 
quit and is now free-lancing. 





Polly Moran’s Frozen Face 


Two negatives will be made of| 





Los Angeles, March 29, ~ 
Polly Moran, screen comedian, got) 
a touch of cold weather while on/| 
location with Clarence Brown 
around the Continental Divide. She 
left the cast of “The Trail of '98” | 
to return to Holly wood and have 
her face thawed out. Miss Moran 
returned here saying the snow was 
piled 18 feet high, while 3,000 ex- | 
tras were being used in scenes taken 
there for the Chillicott Trail. 
Miss Moran is being attended by a 
surgeon. She will return to location 
as soon as her face is able to go, 





BADGER DIRECTING DIX 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Clarence direct 
Richard Dix in his next picture in- 
stead of Malcolm St. Clair. The 
story will not be “Roughneck 
Gentleman” but one yet to be titled. 
Bebe Daniels, whose pictures are 
directed by Badger, starts on vaca- 
tion this week. This will last un- 
til June 15 when Badger will be 


Badger will 


| tracts, 


| picture as well as the value of the 





free again to direct her. 


One Picture Contract 


For Outsiders by F. P.| 


Los Angeles, March 29 


Douglas MacLean has a picture 


to picture contract with 
Players-Lasky instead of a two- | 


year agreement, for his releases. 
’ 
] 
' 


Famous | 


It is understood Famous with 


| outside producers in the future will 


only make picture-to-picture 
judging by the drawing 


power of the star appearing in the 


con- 


story. 





CLARA BOW NOT ILL 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
The reported ill health of Clara 
Bow is denied. 
Famous Players-Lasky has made 
no change or postponement of its 
plans for Miss Bow. 








Novarro Starred in “Romance” 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Ramon Novarro is to be starred 
by Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer in “Ro- 
mance,” 
John Robertson will direct with 
Joan Crawford In feminine lead. 


| marriage 








Production scheduled for May 2. 


VARIETY 17 


a 


LaRocque-Banky Romance 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
which the 


declare 


A romance picture 


wiseacres will reach the 


degree is on between 
Vilma Banky and Rod La Rocqu 


The latter, who is now between 


pictures at the De Mille studios, 
spends’ most of his time watching 
Miss Banky working on the same 
lot. Their evenings are all spent 
together in public places, 

LaRocque at one time was re- 
ported engaged to Pola Negri. Miss 
Banky, when first reaching Amer- 
ica, was reported to be the fiancee 
of the late Rudolph Valentino. 





Cruzes Used to It 
Los Angeles, March 29. 

Jimmie Cruze and his wife, Betiy 
Compson, are reported to have come 
to the parting of their ways tor the 
third time within two years. 

It is understood that the couple 
contemplate legal separation by 
Miss Compson inaugurating divorce 
proceedings. 
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Thru Darkest Africa 
(Continued from page 15) 
graveyard in a bed of quicksand 
That could say that there has been 


an animal radio working for years 
in the jungles of the Dark Continent. 


It is difficult for anyone to detect 
in a wild animal picture, and espe- 
cially of the hunt or exploring va- 


riety. what may be an insert or an 
assem bl) Through experience of 
viewing many animal pictures, one 
comes to observe that somehow 


whenever the opportunity presents 
itself one or more of the hunters 
manages somehow to get before the 
cami: a, together with the animal or 
animals. When not seen and ani- 


FILM REVIE 














| mals alone only showing, the reason 
lis open to conjecture. It could be 
the dans 
j}instances 

| Mildness of the picture counts 
against it. Action only is suggested 
lin the titles, with expectancy highly 
| worked up through them to see two 
rhinos battle. Another caption, 
lwhen the rhinos were in sight, op- 
posite each other, stated that rhinos 
might glare at each other for hours 
before starting to fight. That is 
what they seemed to be doing on 
lithe screen. Finally one ran off, 
“badly gored” the caption added, 
which was news to those in front. 
An ostrich appeared to have a ball 
playing aim with one leg and seemed 


er or impossibility in a few | 





the explorer, 


has a chance. 


but 


they 
although 


interest at this 


That the Eustaces missed a 








Grateful appreciation is 





acknowledged to the 





following 


Mr. 


JOSEPH PASTERNACK, 


LEW WHITE 


ROXY’S CHIEF ORGANIST 


Takes this opportunity to express sincere appreciation and gratitude to 


R. 8. L. ROTHAFEL CROXY” 


The Outstanding Showman Personality in Motion Pictures, and 


MR. ERNO RAPEE 


Chief Musical Director of the Roxy Theatre 





AT THE ROXY 5-MANUAL KIMBALL ORGAN 


The Largest Theatre Organ in the World 


EXCLUSIVE BRUNSWICK ARTIST 


Now featured with ROXY’S GANG over WJZ and Radio Chain as the Prin- 
cipal Organist—Broadcasting Regularly Every Sunday Afternoon and Monday Eve- 
ning with ROXY and HIS GANG, 


, FIRST TIME ON BROADWAY 


Eight seasons with the Stanley Co. of America. 

Five years at the Stanley, Philadelphia. 

Three years Guest Organist throughout Stanley Circuit. 

(Lew White opened the following Stanley Theatres: Stanley, Philadelphia; 
Stanley, Atlantic City; Stanley, Camden, N. J.; Earle, Washington, D. C.; 
Earle, Atlantic City, and many other Stanley houses.) 


for their invaluable co-operation 
securing my Roxy and exclusive Brunswick recording contracts: Messrs. WILLIAM A. BROPHY, 
and FRANK BLACK of the Brunswick recording Laboratories; 
Chief Musical Director of Victor Talking Machine Co.; Mr. W. B. MILNER of the Kimball Organ 
Co., and. Messrs. JACK ROBBINS and HARRY D. SQUIRES. 


W 


to have hurt Capt. Harry Eustace, lieveable. 
who filmed the pic- 
tures, or his wife, or a cameraman, 
Mrs. Eustace appeared anon, also 
about a dozen native blacks. 

At one time the caption foretold 
of onrushing elephants, 
weren’t seen onrushing, 
with another caption three dead ele- 
phants were on the ground, 

If the captions and expectancy of 
blunted anticipation can support a 
draw for “Thru Darkest Africa,” it 
That is doubtful. 
There have been too many animal 
pictures for a mild one to arouse 
more than cursory 
time. 
capacity water hole is almost unbe- 





in 


er 


’ 
.is that they had summoned a min- j 


| which faithfully produce in effect a 





The first Rainey had a 
water hole, and it since has been the 
stock in trade of all animal pictures. 
This is not belittling the Eustaces 
or that their visit'to Africa was not 
as dangerous and fearless as is that 
of any of these high-nerved hardy 
adventurers, but it must be said 
that commercially “Thru Darkest 
Africa” is far from sensational in 
the animal film line. If inserts have 
been employed to tighten up the pic- 
ture, that was permissible but failed 
to add to its value. Sime. 





Quarantined Rivals 


Feature lengtn rarce made from the 
original by George Randolph Chester, Pro- 
ducer Gotham Productions; distributed by 
Lumas Film Corp. Designated Sam Sax 
production, Director, Archie Mayo, Fea- 
tured players are Robert Agnew, Kathleen 


Collins and John Miljan. In projection 
room, March 24. Running time, 76 min- 
utes. 


Independents do not often try 
a polite screen farce. Knockabout 
comedy or melodrama cost no more 
and are infinitely safer. This ex- 
periment is better than a fair pro- 
gram picture, just missing substan- 
tial commercial] value. Its principal 
defect in the form presented for a 
trade showing is that it is too long. 
An hour and a quarter is a terriiic 
stretch of time to sustain polite 
farce on the screen, 

The earlier footage is tiresome, 
but when the complications have 
been wound up toward the finish 
the day is saved. It does seem that 
shrewd editing of the first four reels 
would cure the flaw. The idea ap- 
pears to be to exploit the name of 
George Randolph Chester, who as a 
magazine writer had a big follow- 
ing. 

Very little of the spirit of Ches- 
ter is left in the screen version of 
his story, which runs into the com- 
plications growing out of a young 
couple in love being marooned in a 
quarantined home with a severe 
mama of the girl, a roughneck 
plumber, a barber and his newly 
married manicure-bride. 
Possibilities here suggested for 
exits and entrances, unexpected 
clashes and inricate maneuvers 
are plentiful. To make it more up- 
roarious the climax comes after the 
mixed household have retired for 
the night, and such comic episodes 
invite the guffaws of the fans as 
the young lover, escaping from the 
venegeful plumber and _. barber, 
takes refuge in mama’s bed, 

Kick comes at the finish when the } 
hero, who was last seen exiled in > 
pajamas to a balcony where he in- 

vited pneumonia, is discovered shar- : 
ing half the twin beds in his sweet- 

heart’s bédroom, the discovery be- ; 
ing made by the girl's hard boiled 
mama. The explanation, of course, 


ister at 3 a. m. who stood in the 
garden and married them as they 
leaned over the balcony. So cen- 
sors of Ohio and points west again 
are thwarted. 

The picture is a conspicuously 
good one in its physical makeup. A 
good deal of truly elegant atmos- 
phere has been put into the settings, 


home of wealth and refinement. The 
acting also is satisfactory, particu- 





larly by the heroine, Kathleen Col- 
lins, a graceful young woman who 
has beauty and character besides. 
She plays with considerable judg- 
ment and is one of the ingenues 
who understand that coquetry is 
not school girl kittenishness, 

On the comedy end it was John 
Miljan as the plumber who stood 
out. Indeed, these two have the 
picture to themselves, Miss Collins 
on the polite side and Miljan for the 
comedy. The leading man, Robert 
Agnew, runs to mugging, playing 
a polite part much as Monte Banks 
would handle a two-reel rough- 
house. Certainly, that wasn’t what 
George Randolph Chester meant. 

Rush. 








BRONCHO TWISTER 


Fox western melodrama with story by 
Adele Rogers St. John and designated a 
Orville Dull Production. Tom Mix starred 
with Dolores Costello opposite. Comedy 
role by Jack Pennick. Dorothy Lilo,d, in- 
genue. Running time, 60 minutes. At Fox’s 
Academy, New York, March 21, 


A typical melo of the plains with 
this riding star at his best. Scene 
is picturesquely set in the plains and 
hills of Arizona, where some tricky 
i}scenic work has been done by an ex- 
| pert cameraman who repeats the fox 
trick of getting remarkable sky and 
cloud effects into the action back- 
grounds. 








Wednesday, March 30, 1927 
making his getaway by a trick and 
his good right arm. 

This episode is the culmination 
of abundant action in the earlier 
footage. Two neighboring ranchers, 
the Mortons and the Bradys, are at 
feud when Tom comes kome from 
the World War. Ilis father has 
been wounded in an ambush and 
Tom goes out after the murderous 
clan. His meeting with the beauti- 
ful heroine, stepdaughter of the 
enemy feud leader, compiicates his 
task, but his difficuitics are made 
into the materials for a first-class 
western thriller, with Toay playing 
an important part, Miss Costello 
making a highly satisfactory Span- 
ish heroine and Jack Pennick, an 
unknown, contributing first-rate 
comedy values as the ex-Marine 
who wanted to be a cow puncher 
but had no talent for sitting in the 
saddle. A shrewd touch given to 
this character was his sudden switch 
from a low comedy tumbler to the 
heroic role of the girl’s rescuer in 
the hero’s momentary absence. 

A good action picture, done in the 
best Tom Mix manner, and war- 
ranted to bring out in full force the 
Mix fans. Rush. 


CHARLES XII 


PART 2 


Second 12 reels of “The Life of 
Charles XII” is a tedious succes- 
sion of military maneuvers, not very 
clear or definite. The Swedes are 
at war with the Russians, then the 
Poles, Turks and, finally, Hun- 
garians. Here the weakness of the 
whole 24-reel production is most 
apparent. To adhere strictly to his- 
torical facts in chronological order 
they have sacrificed interest at the 
shrine of veracity. ‘The historical 
films produced some years ago by 
Yale University had the same fault, 

Battle scenes at times very poorly 
done, notably in the clashes of cav- 
alry. The mounties milled around 
and flourished vicious - looking 
broadswords, but no one was even 
wounded. An extra engaged in a 
hand-to-hand fight with three of 
the “enemy” was plainly laughing. 
"In another case a Swedish gen- 
eral cornered in battle is fighting 
off several soldiers. An extra is 
right behind him with a fixed bay- 
onet, but does nothing except mark 
time and look bewildered as if he 
got into the camera’s eye accident- 
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The RALEIGH, N. C., “OBSERVER” 
said’: 


“Modern 


olics, pré- 
sented By 


ter Sammy 
as the best 
ason on @ 


vaudeville 
Donna Da 
Clark and Hal Dixon, 
act seen so fdr th 


Keith program in thts cify.”’ 
The MACON, GA., “TELEGRAPH” 


said: 
“The Centennial cake of Manager 
Monte Salmon, gave one away last 
night, must go to little Sammy Clark 
of the Donna Darling Revue. He was 


master of ceremonies and his act 
went over big.”’ 
+h 


The JACKSONVILLE, FLA., “TIMES” 
sa : 


“In spite of the decisions of the 
casting directors of the Keith Vaude- 
ville Circuit, it is our opinion that 
the Donna Darling Revue should be 
placed in a stellar position.”’ 


The JACKSONVILLE, FLA., “JOUR- 
NAL” said: 

Donna Darling’s Revue is the class 
of the Keith program at the Palace, 
taking honors from four other acts 
that make this an unusually strong 


bill.” 
Who can tell? Maybe some day 
Harry Lorraine will think we are 
gers enough to play his Tuesday 
Tarrytown! 


DONNA DARLING 


REVUE 
WITH 


Sammy Clark 
Assisted by 
HAL DIXON 
April 1, 2, 3, Grand, 
MONTGOMERY, ALA. 
Watch This Space Every Week 











3 WEEKS AT 
Universal’s Broadway Strand, Detroit 
5 WEEKS AT 
Stanley-Fabian Capitol, 


5 WEEKS AT 


Temple, Camden 


Newark 











This picture will get to the Mix 
admirers, for it is one revel of rid- 
in a whale of a screen situation. 
The hero is in a Spanisi mission 
ranch house tower used for the 
storage of dynamite by the rancher. 
Thither he has brovght the neroine 
to save her from an unwelcome mar- 
riage dictated by her evil stepfather 
A third member of the beleaguered 
party is a comedy buddy of the hero 
and his pal during service with the 
Marines during the war 

The trio are surrounded by shoot- 
ing enemies and protect themselves 
by dropping cans of dynamite upon 
them from the tower balcony. 





tions as the climax of 
hero prevailing, of course 


singie- 





handed , of « rse, 
!against a score or s) of enemies and 





| ing and fighting action, culminating | 





This | 
situation is worked up with varia- | 
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Truth 


with Helene Chadwick and Jack Mulhel 
We Will Rent Your Theatre 
or Play You Percentage 


STATE RIGHTS FOR SALE 


Public Welfare Pictures Corp. 
723 Seventh Ave., New York 
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FILM REVIEWS 





ally. At no time were there aieanl 
extras used to give the illusion that 
there was really an army engaged. 

During the various military 
movements a young soldier is re- 
peatedly wounded, but always re- 
vives with such remarkable prompt- 
ness it grew funny. The angle on 
the boy is that he’s the director's 
gon. 

The second 12 reels, it is under- 
gtood, were made a year after the 
first 12. Immeasurably duller and 
fooks cheaper. 

Whole production impossible for 
the United States; strictly for the 
Swedish public schools. 





(A Review of the first part in [2 
reels of this picture appeared in 
Variety last week). 


Somewhere in Sonora 


First National release produced by Chas. 
i. Rogers. Directed by Albert Rogell. 
Adapted from ‘“‘Saturday Evening Post’’ 
atory by Will Levington Comfort. Star- 
ring Ken Maynard, with Kathieen Collins 
featured. At Loew's New York Circle, 
one-half double bill March 21. 





With great picture possibilities in 
the Comfort novel, this film has been 
brought down almost to the level 
of the usual westerner. 

Would be bad judgment to rely 
on this one alone for results, but 
may do as extra entertainment with 
etrong vaude program. 

There is a time and a place for 
trick horses, but they are not plaus- 
ible in stories of this sort. The 
motif of revenge has always been 
strong for interest, but the “do or 
die” spirit is expressed only in titles 
not in action here. Ken Maynard 
is a little stilted in spots, but shows 


elements, a murder in high life be- 

ing worth two brutal killings and/ 

an elaborate fight in the slums. 
Ought to be a better attraction | 


It has details and atmosphere that | 


the small town will revel in. 
Rush. 


THE BROKEN GATE 


Designated a Tiffany Gem. 





Suggested by 


Emerson Hough's novel of same name. Di- 
rected by James C. McKay; cont inuity by 
John Francis Natteford. Film editor, Har- | 


old Young. In projection room March 25 
Running time, 59 minutes 


BUBGTR EAB. cecccesccces Dorothy Phillips 
7 Bere perperers Wtliam Collier, Jr. 
i. Sh dots ndp cna bnadan os Jean Arthur 
Judge Lueius Henderson, .Phillips Smalley 
IUD MS o60eke6edssnse .Florence Turner 
Ephraim Adamson...... . -Gibson Gowland 
Johnny Adamson........ » -Charles A. Post 
Mrs. Ephraim Adamson.............+s. 
a “Spike” Rankin 
TEs Sdbechdéduneceseseottans Vera Lewis 


Sheriff Dan Cummins. .Jack McDonald 
Constable Joe Tarbush, . ‘Charles Thurston 
Gossip...++.. OP eececccoceeooece Adele Watson 





A tiresome picture about the small 
town lives of small and mean people. 
In its earlier passages drags la- 
mentably and even after it gets into 
melodramatic speed—with a couple 
of murders and an almost lynching 
party—it does not grip. The reason 
probably is that the whole business 
is too theatrical and too false to 
engage sympathy. 

Weighs in for the daily changes 


usual value that goes with these | with 


in the hinterland than in New York. | 


preference for yoking up with 
a stronger attraction for a dcuble 
feature bill. 


The cast makes the picture look 
}important and certainly the excel- 


the value there was in the script. | 
|E ven with this advantage the story 
never gets anywhere. A drab vil- 
| lage as a background argues against 
| engaging atmosphere; it is hard to 
| be interested in cheap, mean char- 
| acters whom the story persists in 
| treating seriously, and finally the 
| whole thing is done in a heavy- 

| handed way that belongs te a by- 
| gone period in the studio. 

Dorothy Phillips plays a mother 
role in a perfect drizzle of tears. 
That is against the picture as the 
role is here played, because endless 
close-ups of tearful mamas never 
get anywhere on the screen. Dull 
rural types are ready made for com- 
edy, but here they are dealt with 
seriously. 


One of the high light scenes has 
to do with a half-witted boy and 
his brutal father arousing the vil- 
lage to drive the persecuted mother 
out of town because she was re- 
garded as an immoral character. 
This, of course, was mere acting. 

Not a moment of the highly-col- 
ored action that was anything else. 
One could no more swallow a village 
milliner being mobbed because she 
was seen to kiss qa young man (her 
son, although the villagers didn’t 








lence of the acting brought out all | 


know it) ae one could observe the 
wi do 


poor her equally poor son 
and a eand je friend depart in one 
of those $6,000 automobiles when all 
the troubles had been cleared away 

They just put the automobile in 
j}and didn't bother to explain who had 
financed it That's the kind of a 
Picture it is. They want a certain 
effect—a confession of murder from 
a subordinate character—to save the 
hero from hanging All they have 
to do is to drag in the subordinate 


character, who can be most 
spared, and have him confess 

It will have to be a pretty dumb 
fan clientele that will take the pic- 
ture seriously. It is one of 
productions that needs a set of trav- 
esty titles to save it. 


easily 





CALIFORNIA IN ’49 


Arrow presents Neva Gerber in ‘‘Call- 
fornia in 49.’" Ben Wilson production 
Story by Karl Coolidge Co-directed by 
Ben Wilson and Jacques Jaccard. At 
Loew's New York as half of double bill, 


one day, March 25. Running time, 63 mins. 
John Augustus Sutter....... Charles Braley 
Arabella Ryan.......es.. eecese Ruth Royce 
Se LOR. cc cbdanesecccoececs< Cc. Coffey 
Ge CONNIE. ks cccensedbesnse vices Ed. C obb 
Robert Marsdon.......... Wilbur McVeagh 
Gee BOR c ocecncsecseanest Neva Gerber 





On the credit sheet it read that 
this picture was shot by four pho- 
tographers. "he way this picture 





jumped and galloped it was a cer- 


those | 


Rush | 


VARIETY 19 
— — _- ea oe 
tainty the four were pretty busy 
‘ranking 

The period was back in 1846 and 
there is no telling when it was 


made It showed plenty of wear. 


As a picture it is for the most part 
out of focus, out of continuity, and 
is incoherent. 

One sits and wonders how can 
pictures get that way The men, 
Sturdy pioneers of the great west in 
the days when all pioneers were 

sturdy and Indians were Indians, 
ire shown in coonskin caps and 
buckskin outfits; fighting the real 
cold weather and rigors of s coun- 
| try full of snow and privations, yet 
one sees them in comparatively mild 
| weather a few minutes later, with 


the trees taking on the first indica- 
tions of an early spring. 
Neva Gerber does a lot of riding, 
;}but her handling of a horse isn't 
| sufficient to lift the head of the one 
i she rides 

The credit lines were right: Four 
cameras shot the picture and they 
shot it to piece Ss. Mark. 


Film Items 


Sterling Pictures has bought pice 
ture rights for “It Might Happen to 
Any Girl,” by Cosmo Hamilton. 

George B. Seitz is to direct “The 
Great Mail Robbery” for F. B. QO, 
Peter Milne is adapting the story. 





Theodore Von Eltz has been en- 
gaged for the lead. 























up well in the fight scenes. 

Starts off with fine exhibition of 
trick horsemanship at a rodeo. The 
pride of the ranch is accused of 
wrecking the rival coach, and to 
spare his employer public shame 
leaves for Sonora, incidentally to 
@eek the latter’s son. 

The girl fights shy of the con- 
quering hero for the first three reels, 
but succumbs when he is wounded 
in a fight with Monte Black’s ban- 
dits. Frank Leigh registers capably 
as the suave but dangerous leader 
of the Brotherhood of Death. 

The rescue scenes are interesting 
only from the action. A free-for-all 
rough and tumble staged in a sa- 
loon constitutes one of the most 
realistic scenes of this sort ever 
shown on the screen. 

If the picture was intended to hit 
the first runs it has shot wide of 
the mark. It is almost totally an 
action picture, none of the people 
in the cast being given any oppor- 
tunities to display trouping ability. 
Why First ational went to the 
trouble and expense of buying the 
gecreen rights to this story is a 
mystery, unless there was an orig- 
inal intention to follow the Com- 
fort novel which was later lost 
sieht of. 

The Brotherhood of Death was 
obviously created by Comfort as an 
additional pulse-quickener. In the 
film it is merely a title for a group 
of bandits. 

A few laughs furnished by two of 
the lead’s cronies and another fn 
which the former makes the girl 
take driving lessons with her arms 
round his neck. 


BURNT FINGERS 


3. ¢. Barstyn production released by 
Pathe. In the cast Eileen Percy, Ivan Do- 
line, Henry Mowbray, Edna Murphy, Jane 
Jennings, J. Roy Bennett, George O'Hara 
and Wilfred Lucas. At Fox's Academy, 
New York, March 2%. Running time, 
minutes. 





Picture of mystery hokum neatly 
laid out with the main purpose the 
preservation and building up of sus- 
pense. Some of the methods are old 
fashioned, but the picture does 
achieve its purpose of piquing inter- 
est. The technical production is ex- 
cellent, with convincing back- 
grounds executed in the best style 
of the studio. 

Grades as a good program picture 
with special appeal to the less 
sophisticated clientele to whom the 
night club life of London should 
have appeal and to whom mystery 
melodrama has a big thrill. Re- 
viewed at the new Fox house it was 
half a double feature, with the main 
billing for Buster Keaton in “The 
yeneral.” That about sets’. the 
weicht and grade of the Pathe re- 
lease. 

Alone it couldn’t support an im- 
portant three-day engagement but it 
is a capital secondary screen offer- 
ing. Complications are built up ef- 
fectively around the murder of a 
night club dancing idol. It is estab- 
lished that the heroine was in his 
apartment on the night of the kill- 
ing seeking to recover from him let-” 
ters which compromised a woman 
friend of hers. 

She is accused, is cast off by her 
flance and berated by her family, 
but befriended by a high govern- 
ment official who moves quietly 
through the action, his interest be- 
ing undisclosed until the denoue- 
ment, when it is revealed that the 
murdered man was a foreign spy 
and he was slain by treacherous ac- 
complices. The night club scenes 
are rather well done for the desired 
effect of rather obvious melodrama 
and spectacle. Indeed, all the hoke 
is skillfully put over. Atmosphere 
ef high life and elegance has the 


Paramount 
strength and stability of 


throughout the world. 











CROSSROADS 
OF THE WORLD 


T the hub of the universe 
Building, 


industry and of its acknowledged leader— 
PARAMOUNT. Today the Paramount Build- 
ing becomes in actuality the headquarters 
of Paramount —chief of our 


towers the 
symbol of the 
the motion picture 
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Woodhall, Pro-Tem. Pres. 
Of M. P. T. 0: Collins Quits 


Although a denial was made by 
past president M. J. Toole of the 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners in 
last week’s Variety that Eli Whit- 
ney Collins, president of the organ- 
ization, was resigning, it transpired 
later that Mr. Collins was stepping 
out, despite a belief that he might 
stay in office until after the na- 
tional convention this spring. 

With Collins’ resignation effec- 
tive at once, tne board of directors 
unanimously chose R. F. (Pete) 
Woodhull to fill out the unexpired 
term, 

Woodhull’s main activities will 
now be centered upon getting as 
big a turnout as possible for the 
convention in Columbus, O., tenta- 
tively set for June 7, 8, 9. 

The sudden withdrawal of €o1- 
lins from the chair proved most 
inopportune in one respect and op- 
portune in another. All the con- 
vention plans were in Collins’ 
hands, with P. J. Wood and Jack 
Harwood, Ohio members, in charge 
ef the arrangements to date. 

The M. P. T. O. has many im- 
portant problems facing it, espe- 
cially through the adverse legisla- 
tion that has cropped up all over 
the United States, with many local 
conditions also demanding a con- 
certed fight on the part of the ex- 
hibitors. 

Among the problems are the 
overseating of sections, the admis- 
sion of children with proper guar- 
dianship, the Sunday closings, tax- 
ation and censorship. 

No reason for the resignation of 
Collins was given out. Collins has 
been relinquishing his theatre hold- 
ings of late by turning over his 
leases to Universal pictures. 

Woodhull will receive all the aid 
possible from Mr, O'Toole, who has 
been spending considerable time in 
New York in the interests of the 
we eo Re Se 


B. & K. Buy from Karzas? 


Chicago, March 29. 

Karzas Brothers are reported 
dickering to unload their North 
Center theatre, also the Aragon and 
Trianon ballrooms here and the 
State theatre at Hammond, IIL, to 
Balaban & Katz and Lubliner & 
Trinz. 

The latter firm is also included 
fin a rumor that involves the merg- 
ing or taking over of Cooney’s 
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Trying to Make Minors’ 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Walter K. Tuller, local attorney, 
on behalf of motion picture produc- 
|ers, appeared before the judiciary 
lecommittee of the state senate in 
| Sacramento this week and suggest- 
ed that a bill prepared by Senator 
P. J. Gray of San Francisco, relat- 
ing to contracts with minors, might 
well be improved. He stated this bill 
provides that contracts made by 
minors predicated upon their em- 
ployment as actors or actresses. 
when affirmed by the Superior 
Court, cannot be disaffirmed when 
these minors reach the age of ma- 
jority. He explained that this 
would cover cases where a girl 15 
or 16 years of age signed a con- 
tract for five years with a picture 
concern, after being developed as a 
star by advertising and advance- 
ment would not be able to dissolve 
a contract when she became 18 
merely on the ground that it was 
made as a minor. 
Tuller set forth that the legal 





Contract Hold Valid 
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affirmation by the State court 
would save picture and theatrical 
people much expense and entangle- 
ment and suggested that it be rec- 
ommended for passage. 


W. C. and Ramish Agree 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

West Coast Theatres, Inc., has 
entered into a partnership agree- 
ment with Adolph Ramish whereby 
it is to operate the new California 
treatre, a 2,000-seat house in San 
Diego, opening April 15) It wal 
built by -Ramish as an eight-story 
theatre and office building, costing 
over $1,200,000. 
First-run pictures and Fanchon 
and Marco productions will be 
brought over to the California from 
the Balboa, the West Coast’s pres- 
ent leading house in San Diego. 
The Balboa in the future will have 
an open booking policy for long-run 
pictures, 








Convention at Pittsburgh 


Pittsburgh, March 29. 

Preliminary plans for the seventh 
annual convention here on April 
24-26 of the Motion Picture Theatre 
Owners of Western Pennsylvania 
and West Virginia were outlined at 
a luncheon of exhibitors in the Wil- 
liam Pénn Hotel last week. 
M. A. Rosenberg was elected gen- 
eral chairman, and Nathan Fried- 
berg, vice-chairman, 

Committee chairmen named: 
Harry Hendel, Morris Roth, John M. 





National Playhouse. 
The Cooneys are in New York. 
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Alderdice, D. A. Herris, William R. 
Wheat and John Newman. 





Leases Small House for 20 Years 
Chicago, March 29. 
Mabel, 655-seat house at Milwau- 


kee and Elliston avenues, has been 


leased for 20 years at $400 a month 
to Abe Gumbiner by George Gumas. 


here, 





“She's My Baby” Cast 


new and Kathleen Myers. 





continuity. 


Gumbiner owns several small houses 


Fred Windemere is to direct 
“She’s My Baby” for Sterling Pic- 
tures. Cast includes Earle Wil- 
liams, Mildred Harris, Bobby Ag- 


Frances Guinan is working on the 
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NOW PLAYING A FEW 
WEEKS FOR LOEW AND 
SUN. BOOKED BY 
EDWARD M. MORSE 
WOODS BUILCING 
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Still the Orchestra 
Incomparable 


Need More Be Said? 





Permanent Address: 


TYRONE, PA. 


Watch This Space 
Weekly 














Pai Lasise ati Shorts: 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Dallas Fitzgerald is making 
“Woman’s Law” for Peerless Pic- 
tures at Universal City. It is the 
first of a series of eight he is to 
make of this type. Pat O'Malley 
and Lillian Rich co-starred. 

Fitzgerald will also make a se- 
ries of 12 two-reelers based on the 
Craig Kennedy detective stories, to 
be released by Art Class. Robert 
Frazer featured, 








Special Building for 
F. P.’s New News Staff 


A five or six story building on 
llth avenue, near 43rd street, will 
house the working staff pf the 
Paramount News unit. Possession 
is to be taken about July 15. 

F. P.-L. is erecting the structure 
which will house the laboratories 
for the short subject matter on the 
eastern end. 

The Chicago office of the news 
boys is also readying, the first issue 
being due in August with the rou- 
tine to follow the style of other 
news outfits in .turning out two 
editions weekly. It is understood 
that some of the cameramen from 
the New York office, currently on 
the sixth floor of the Paramount 
Building, are already out shooting 
stuff. 

The official staff, up to the pres- 
ent time, is as follows: Emmanuel 
Cohen, editor; Albert J. Richard, 
assignment editor; W. C. Park, 
makeup editor; Madeline Bender, 
cutter; David Sussman, laboratory 
manager, and Sidney Cohn, traffic 
manager of the cameramen. 

Emmanuel Cohen is director of 
all short feature subjects, with L. 
S. Diamond as assistant director. 


Wisconsin’s 2 Bad Bills 


Milwaukee, March 29. 

Two bills, both proposed by 
Assemblyman Swanson and aimed 
at the theatre, are before the Wis- 
consin state legislature. While 
there is little fear that they will 
pass, theatre owners here admit 
the “farmer legislators” may slip, 
one over. 

The first of the 
censorship bill. 

If passed it will tie each exhib- 
itor and exchange man hand and 
foot. The film men will lose cash 
each time a film is rented and the 
theatre men will have to pay for 
the censor. 

The other bill which Swanson 
fosters has been dubbed the “nui- 
sance tax bill” by the dailies. It 
provides heavy penalties against 
violators of the proposed 4 per 


cent. tax upon theatres and picture 
houses. 





measures is a 





Mining Town Gets “Sunday” 
Heber, Utah, March 29. 
This week marked the opening of 
Sunday night picture shows in He- 
ber. Mine employees signed a peti- 
tion asking for Sunday shows. 
So far no action has been taken 
by city officials to close the theatre 
Sundays. 





Ross With “Stop That Man” 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Nat Ross will make four addi- 
tional pictures for Universal's “Col- 
legians” series, This makes a total 
of 20. 


After this assignment Ross will | 


direct “Stop That Man,” Universal 
Jewel, founded on original script by 
Hampden del Ruth. 


1 





7 R. I Restrictive Bills 
In Legislature’s Last Week 


Providence, March 29. 

Theatre owners voiced a strong 
protest before the senate and 
house judiciary commiitees against 
seven bills pending in the Legisla- 
ture. which seek to govern the in- 
spection of theatres and other pub- 
lic buildings. They give the state 
police practically unlimited powers 
of regulation over places of amuse- 
ment in the towns, 

The opposition, led by Jacob 
Conn, Edward M. Fay, theatrical 
owners; James S. Powers and 
Claude R. Branch, attorney, cen- 
tered about the age limit require- 
ments for admission of children, 
All the bills were drawn as a re- 
sult of recommendations in the an- 
nual report of Superinténdent E, 
St. John Chaffee of the State police. 

Mrs, Walter A. Peck, chairman of 
the women’s Rhode Island commit- 
tee for law enforcement, noted that 
all the opposition came from city 
theatre owners and suggested that 
the bills might be restricted in ap- 
plication to the towns. Further ace 
tion will be taken on these meas- 
ures this week, the last of the 
present legislature. 








Abramson’s Judgment 


A jury before Justice Isidor Was- 
servogel in New York Supreme 
Court awarded Ivan Abramson’s 
Graphic Film Corp. a verdict for 
$3,480 against Edward Bosler and 
Frank G. Kirby. They purchased 
the European (continental) rights 
to four Graphic pictures titled 
“Wildness of Youth,” “Someone 
Must Pay,” “When Men Betray” 
and “A Child for Sale.” 

The contract price was $6,000, 
half of which was paid. Graphic 
sued for the remaining $3,000 and 
the $3,604.25 judgment total repre- 
sents interest and costs for three 
years, 


PETE SMITH AT HOT SPRINGS 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Pete Smith, coast director of 
publicity for Metro - Goldwyn - 
Mayer, left this week for a month's 
recuperation at Hot Springs, Ark. 
He was accompanied by his family 
physician. . 

Louis B Mayer, head of the 
M-G-M studios here, expects to 
join Smith about April 15 for two 
weeks. 








Barker Directing McCoy 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Reginald Barker is to direct the 
next Colonel McCoy picture for 
Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer. The first 
three of these westerns were di- 
rected by W. S. Van Dyke. 
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I SEE 


TOM McNAMARA 


IS NOW WITH 
F. B. O. 























LEW BLANC 


TENOR SOLOIST AND DRUMMER 
STILL BEATING HIS WAY 
Featured with CHARLIE DAVIS and His Gang. 
of Presentations at the OHIO, Indianapolis. 


Now 30th Week 
WATCH HIM! 














Victer and Vitaphone Artist 


Bernardo De Pace 


MANDOLIN VIRTUOSO 


in “MILADY’S PERFUMES”’ UNIT 


THIS WEEK (MARCH 26) OLYMPIC, NEW HAVEN 
NEXT WEEK (APRIL 2) METROPOLITAN, BOSTON 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS OFFICE 














This Week: 





CAPRICE SISTERS 


Featuring “RAGGEDY ANN and ANDY” Dance 


Just completing ® successful tour of the better picture theatres in Chicage 
Grenada Theatre, Chicago 
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(Continued from page 5) 


producing unit. It has just com- 
pleted its first feature, called “The 
Island of Passions,” with exteriors 
made in Corsica. 

Wardour, principally handling 
German pictures, is also producing 
here now, with Harold Knoles dl- 
recting. 

At present there are not over 12 
pictnwes of English make in the 
making or in sight. 





The Quota Bill 
London, March 20. 

The first reading of the “Film 
Bill” was rushed through the House 
of Commons, also its second read- 
ing. The proposed quota act re- 
ceived rough handling from the op- 
position, led by Ramsay Macdonald, 
prime minister during the -reign of 
the Labor government. He de- 
scribed it as a measure to force 
exhibitors to show pictures the pub- 
lic did not want to see. All along 
the proposed act has been bitterly 
opposed. The Manchester branch of 
the C. E. A. passed an unanimous 
vote against it and circularized a 
protest among members of Parlia- 
ment. 

During the debate Sir A. Cunliffe 
Lister, president of the Board of 
Trade, mentioned that the London 
office (James V. Bryson) of the 
European Motion Picture Company 
had voiced its personal opposition 
by telegraphing members of the 
House asking them to vote against 
the measure. He pointed out this 
was the company which some time 
ago managed to obtain an escort 
of troops for a film, “The Phantom 
of the Opera.” 

The bill deals chiefly with the 
“quota” and “block or blind book- 
ing.” The quota proposed starts at 
the beginning of 1928 at 7% per 
cent. gradually rising by 1935 to 256 
percent. All renters to be licensed 
from Jan. 1, 1928, the penalty for 
not complying with this order be- 
ing $100 a day. Small renters to 
be allowed to combine and those 
with limited territory to be allowed 
to register a film for quota pur- 


| 
| 


poses which is already registered 
In ordinary cases no film to be reg- 
istered more than once. Registra- 
tion of films to begin on Jan. 1, 
1928—exemptions being films for 
trade shows and films exhibited be- 
fore the bill becomes a law. The 
penalty for not registering a tilm 


iis $100 a day. 





Provision is made for high court 
appeal from Board of Trade de- 
cisions. Alterations in film length 
must be immediately notified with 
penalty for default $100 a day. All 
films to be clearly marked with 
registration number, length and na- 
tionality. Each part of a serial to 
be separately registered but a 
trade show only necessary for the 
first three parts. 

From the exhibitors point of view 
trouble starts a year later, Jan. 1, 
1929, on which date they must be 
registered or in default pay a fine 
of $100 a day. 


Defining British Film 

The bill defines a “British Film” 
as one: Made by a British subject 
or British controlled company, all 
studio scenes to be made in the 
British empire except by special 
permission (at the moment many 
producers here make their interiors 
in Germany or France on account 
of cheapness), the story by a Brit- 
ish author, a minimum of 75 per 
cent. salaries to be paid to British 
players, not including the producer 


or one “star” but does include the 
scenarist. 





The clause concerning the studio 
apparently gives the producer his 
choice from about half the world 
but prevents trips to the Conti- 
nent. For false information the 
penalty to be three months im- 
prisonment or $250 fine. An advis- 
ory committee to be appointed con- 
Misting of two representatives of 
film makers, two renters, two ex- 
hibitora, three, including chairman, 
not interested in any branch of the 
trade. 

Exhibs Not Protected 

The bill is a very long complex 
and verbose document, gives no 
protection for the exhibitor against 
the renter who wants to “swing it” 


| 


| 


| film 








on him in the way of “dud” Brit- 
ish films. That is what the ex- 
hibitor chiefly fears and has every 
cause to. From the first moment 
“quota” was mentioned the so0- 
called producers who have killed 
finance began to prepare to 
back and were welcomed by 
a certain class of renter. 


come 


One British firm, handling Amer- 
ican films only, were preparing to 
make two-reelers at a cost of $500 
each. This figure had to cover 
studio, locations and the cost of 
transport, players’ and producers’ 
salaries, and everything else. It can 
easily be imagined what these 
“supers” would be like. 


A Variety representative making 
inquiries of Whitehall officials dis- 
covered that officialdom held no 
illusions as to Wardour street and 
its inhabitants whose sudden pa- 
triotism had quite failed to impress 
those it was meant to do. It is ad- 
mitted the bill will require much 
amendment before it becomes a law, 
if it ever does. 


“Times” Opens Columns 


From the start the proposed bill 
has met with a good deal of oppo- 
sition and latterly has proved of 
sufficient general interest to war- 
rant such papers as “The Times” 
throwing its columns open to the 
controversy. In a letter from the 
Secretary of the Provincial Enter- 
tainments Proprietors and Man- 
agers Association the measure is 
denounced as being “in defiance of 
the majority of those engaged in a 
great trade supplying a popular de- 
mand.” 

The letter further goes on to ac- 
cuse the president of the Board 
of Trade of bringing in a measure 
usurping the control of the show- 
men over their own affairs and pro- 
hibiting contracts which, up to 
now, have been perfectly legal. Fur- 
ther, the writer states an attempt 
is being made to prove that “dlind 
booking” is an offense purely Amer- 
ican. He smashes this contention, 
instancing that the “Battle of the 
Falklands” picture, not yet made, 
has been already offered to exhibi- 
tors at prices 26 percent in excess 
of any yet asked for a first class 
picture. The reason for the high 
price given being that the film is 
under government patronage. This 
he points out is not only blind 





booking but an adv 
because of official recognition 

Herbert Wilcox, one of our best | 
producers sums up the bill “as ar 
admission of failure in the past 
and a lack of confidence in the 
ture.” 

The “Daily 
Lord Beaverbr: 


controls Pathe (London), publishe 


Express,” owned by 
k, who practically 


a cartoon showing a wretched 


couple being marched to a kinema 
between files of heavily 
diers followed by tanks and com- 
manded by “Sergeant-Major Quota.” 
The caption is “After Compulsory 
Films—Com pulsory 


armed sol- 


Filmgoe rs.” 


SEEK CAPITAL HERE 
FOR BRITISH FILMS | 





E. A. Dupont Mentioned With | 


New Producing Company 
in England 





London, March 29. 
B. A. Dupont, German director, 
is concerned in conflicting reports | 
of his future operations in Eng- 
land. A report says he will be af- 
fillated witn a new producer now 
in formation for six pictures. 

British National, with whom Du- 
pont is allied, declares the director 
is about to be signed for several 
more of its features, 

Seelye, who promoted Dupont 
with the British picture makers, 
will not be connected with British 
National Pictures. He is abroad at 
this time and there is no indica- 
tion that he will return at once, 


Financing in U. S. 


The finance company is designed 
to smooth the way for increased 
home production. It is about com- 
pleted, with Hill and Maxwell like- 
ly to sit on the board as the nom- 
inees of British National. 





These new instruments for the 
revival of British manufacture are, 
of course, inspired by the possibil- 
ities of the Quota legislation. There 





is a touch of humor to the situa- 
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ion in relation to the new finance 
int LAKINE 
TI only ney » far subscribed 
r . yy nterpr s $5 ) 
ym I ert M n However 
I I rh is ge to America 
I \ k after Easter for the de- 
i i purpose rang pi- 
il His belies s that h 
ible to raise lf th juired n 
g his trip 
The humor of this operation is that 
th Qu i Bill is designed to re- 
d the amount of American film 


exhibited in British cinemas and to 
increase the 
product. 


showing of domestic 


2 Prov. Neighborhoods 


Providence, R. I., March 29. 
Two new theatres will be con- 
|; structed itn East Providence before 
the close of the present year. 


Alton C. Emery, 
atrical manager, 
50-year 


Providence the- 
negotiated a 
the land and 
buildings at the junction of Water- 
man and Taunton avenues to erect 


a $75,000 picture house, stores, and 
apartments. The 


has 
lease for 


property was 
leased from Raffaele De Angelis, 
172 Knight streef, Providence. 
The other theatre will be at 


Taunton avenue and James street, 
operated by Abraham A. Spitz, 
Providence. The cost of erecting 
the theatre, owned by Eden H. 
Bigney, contractor, 49 Weybosset 
street, Providence, is estimated to 
be $150,000. 





Town Votes Against Sunday Shows 


Forest City, Iowa, March 29. 

After two opposing petitions in- 
volving Sunday motion pictures 
were presented to the council, the 
city fathers passed the buck to the 
citizenry, which voted 505 to 363 
against Sunday shows. This sus- 
tains the blue law of the state. 


Windemere with Sterling 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Fred Windemere has been signed 
for two pictures by Sterling Pro- 
ductions. The first is to be “She's 
My Baby” and the second “Poor 
Fish.” 
Windemere formerly 
Charlie Chaplin and others, 


directed 
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9 | A woman single who also had 
ODD BOOKING: PUBLIX T ( ST been sent out from the east did not 
xs find the going so good when coming 
. ito Los Angeles from San Fran- 
leisco. She was on a bill with Ben 
| Black and submitted to him her 
a gescorcn ale bye ee res woman Receiver for Portland Telegram | as many copies as the publisher 
word is no good?” Cornbleth had, Variety that neither Cornbleth nor | nad were unfamiliar to Black, so A receiver was appointed Monday | could have hoped to sell otherwise. 
No reply, and he walked away. Goldstein is connected with his or- far as the Moret catalog was con- | at Portland, Ore., for the Telegram, But it is reported that both the 
Answered for Partington | ganization and had nothing to a0! nerned she said. Upon appearing in| evening daily formerly owned by pubidtiers Gnd the dpedusra of thes 


' 
Walton sent Partington a wire) 
asking him for the reason or jus- 
tification 6f terminating the en- 
gagement of the boys after playing 
one week when Harris had agreed to 
give them three weeks. This wire 
was sent March 21. The next day 
Walton received an answer to the 
wire he sent Partington, signed by 
Mort Harris. It said: 


“Cornbieth instructed to try and 
place Quartet after this week, ow- 
ing to congested bookings. I did 
not guaranteé length of engage- 
ment in Los Angeles. But did say 
would try to use them three weeks. 
This impossible now, however Will 
do very best to get them placed.” 

Frank L. Newman is the manag- 
ing director of the Metropolitan and 
is supposed to have control over the 
stage and screen there. Instead of 
notifying Newman about the Cam- 
pus situation, Harris delegated the 
matter of Publix business to Corn- 
bleth, who is not on the Publix 
payroll. 

Cornbleth, during the talk he had 
with Walton, told the latter that 
he knew all of Harris’ business, as 
he had sent the telegrams to Paul 
Ash regarding the Foursome and 
had signed the name of “Mort Har- 
ris’ to them and therefore felt he 
should be reimbursed. 

While Cornbleth was doing the 
so-called big things for the good of 
was seeing that nothing got by 
them so far as 10 per cent was con- 
cerned, Last week from each of 
the girls in the chorus at the Metro- 
politan who earn from $25 to $35 a 
week he saw to it that he got his 
$2.50 or $3.50 a head in commission. 

Though Frank ‘Newman informed 





be 








IN CHICAGO 
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HENRI A. 


EATE 


Solo Organist 
Balaban & Katz’ 
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| with the framing of the shows, it | the show he found that Black did 
|was ascertained that Paul Oscard, | not give her time to take a bow be- 


who came from the east to stage |» ween numbers, until she protested. 


the presentation for “Sorrows 
Satan,” opening this week at the 
Million Dollar, had all of his cast 
selected for him by Goldstein, and 
that Newman, who is the nominal 
Publix theatre, his aide, Goldstein, 
head of this theatre, did not sug- 
gest anyone, nor was he present at 
rehearsals. Goldstein was the 
whole boss of this show. 

Oscard had chosen a man named 
Ray, who does fire eating to play 
the part of the “Devil” in the prolog. 
He so told Goldstein. It did not 
seem to mean anything to the agent 
as he hesitated with Ray, and after 
having the latter in his office for 
over three hours, one night gave 
him a slip which is said. to read 
“Okay. One week Jack Ray. ‘Sor- 
rows of Satan’.” No salary was 
named. 

This picture is scheduled for 
three weeks at that house while 
the contract made out for one. It 
is understood that Ray had been 
told by Goldstein to stall off some 
contracts he had pending in the east 
to appear in the prolog of either 
“Sorrows of Satan” or “The Fire 
Brigade.” 


Producer Hampered 


Oscard is reported to ve handi- 
capped by the way things are oper- 
ated here. He was selecting 10 girls 
for a number and in selecting them 
a girl known to be a “tipster” for 
Harris was the 10th one selected. 
This did not please the young 
woman’s vanity and she walked out. 
However, the next day she was back 
in the line and continued with the 
rehearsals. Oscard did not say 
anything regarding this as he did 
not want to offend Harris, it is 
said. 

Actors engaged in the east and 
upon whom Cornbleth and Gold- 
stein have not been able to levy, 
assert that they were not accorded 
the same civil treatment while 
working in the Publix houses on the 
coast as they were accorded in east- 
ern houses. Bob Nelson, booked 
direct from New York, and who was 
released from his contract, claimed 
that he was not given the same aid 
by the producers here that the coast 
guest conductors were given, that 
his publicity was curtailed and that 
as a result he felt he was an in- 
truder in a strange family. 


of } 


On the other hand she claimed that 
Black could not find time between 
shows to give her a musical re- 
hearsal for the following week, but 
had time for another woman singer 
on the bill who was using a num- 
ber published by his concern. 

Moret is said to have published 
several songs that Partington is re- 
ported to have written with the 
title page bearing the name of 
“Jack Patten” for Partington and 
“Ben Schwartz” for Black. 

When Cornbleth heard that Wal- 
ton had been seen in the company 
ofa Variety reporter, it is said that 
Cornbleth offered to write out a 
receipt for Walton for $50 which 
would cover the share of the money 
which Walton's son of the Four- 
some, he said, owed as his share of 
commission. Walton refused to ac- 
cept the receipt, claiming that his 
son owed nothing. 





Some mionths ago Variety printed 
a story from San Francisco which 
intimated that Jack Partington ap- 
peared to favor Ben Black. It men- 
tioned also that Partington had had 
some songs published by Black's 


music publishing concern, Vilet 
Moret, Inc., of San Francisco. 
Upon his recent visit to New 


York, Mr. Partington denied any 
favoritism had been shown Black 
through the song publishing asso- 
ciation; he had written several 
songs, said Partington, it was his 
hobby, and Black would not have 
accepted them unless he deemed 
them meritorious, without thought 
of favors in return. 

Partington suggested the story 
from San Francisco bad been in- 
spired by competing picture cir- 
cuits. 

Ben Black of Vila Moret also 
wrote in, alleging the story was 
malicious and that Vila Moret as 
an advertiser: in Variety was en- 
titled to more consideration. 

In reply to a request by Variety 
in. New York of its San Francisco 
correspondent as to the source of 
the story and whether it might 
have been inspired from other 
sources than the correspondent’s 
own, & reply was received stating 
the story was but a reflection of 





the general trade talk in and around 
San Francisco. 
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Mort Blumenstock 





TITLED: 
“Subway Sadie” 


“Mismates” 
“Paradise” 
“Twinkletoes” 
“Perfect Sap” 
“Easy Pickings” 
“Sunset Derby” 


’ 





ADAPTED: 
“Help Yourself to Hay” 


Mary Astor—Lloyd Hughes 
‘Once There Was a Princess’ 


Billie Dove 


for 
First National Pictures, Inc. 








to feature 


to Star 


the Wheeler Brothers, who pur- 
chaseg it from the Pittock Estate. 
The Saitek owns the morning Ore- 
gonian in the same city. 

Report in Portland is that W. R. 
Hearst may take the Telegram over 
within 90 days. 





McGinnis on Scenarios 


James C. McGinnis, who formerly 
conducted a column in the New 
York “Evening Post,” has signed to 
write scenarios for Fox at the 
Hollywood studio. 





Wells Hawk, Critic 
Wells Hawk is at last a dramatic 
critic. Hawk will cover the new 
plays for “Motion Picture Classic,” 
the fan monthly, and also contrib- 
ute theatrical pieces. 





The Shubert System 

Al Spengler, dramatic editor of 
the “Evening Enquirer,” New 
York’s only Sunday paper, is the 
latest to fall under the Shubert ban. 
While d.e. of the “North Side News” 
(Bronx daily), Spengler wrote a pan 
on the Shubert-produced “My Coun- 


try,” following with a review on 
“The Nightingaie” in the same 
tone. Claude Greneker, Shubert 


publicity chief, refused Spengler 
entry into the Shubert houses, and 
the ban has continued even with 
Spengler’s shift to the “Enquirer.” 





Irv Cobb’s Daughter 

Elisabeth Cobb Chapman, Irvin 
Cobb’s daughter, has followed her 
famous father’s footsteps and has 
turned author. Her first work, a 
novel, is entitled “Falling Seedsg 
published by Doubleday, Page 
& Co. 





Sharp “Dun” Letter 

Probably no more sharply toned 
dunning letter has ever been sent 
out than the one by a collection 
concern for over due subscriptions 
for “The Literary Digest.” It 
states that all manner of means 
will be taken to force payment and 
mentions using the mails to de- 
fraud. As a “dun” it’s a bear. 





Anne Nichols’ Syndication 
Anne Nichols will be the writer of 
the serial and book on “Abie’s Irish 
Rose.” Wheeler will attend to the 
syndication and Harper’s publish 
the book. 
Miss Nichols is now in London, 


where she will shortly present 
“Abie” after producing it over 
there. 





Committees @hoosing Book 

The book-reading public is wising 
up to the book-of-the-month clubs 
which, since the start of the first 
about a year ago, are springing’ up 
in large numbers. These organiza- 
tions each have a number of lit- 
erary people as its committee to 
select the “best” book of the month 
to mail to its subscribers, who pay 
in advance and at the regular rate. 
In other words, the subscribers rely 
on the committee to select for them 
the best reading matter of the 
month. 

While they may have started al- 
truistically, various book interests 
have forced themselves into the 
clubs, for the book publishers now 
realize that each of the clubs can 
make a success of any one book by 
picking it as the best of the month, 
thus assuring it a wide sale at a 
minimum of cost. 

As, for instance, one of the book- 
of-the-month clubs which took over 
the entire issue of a biography and 
sent 30,000 copies to as many mem- 
bers. That was perhaps three times 


perticular club got theirs aplenty. 





Irvin Cobb will earn expenses for 
his forthcoming trip around the 
world, having arranged for a syn- 
dication of daily articles pertaining 
to his travels in a humorous vein. 





“Zest,” fiction magazine of a new 
sort, has discontinued publication. 
It was sponsored by Robert Hardy, 
New York story and play broker, 
who saw in the publication of a 
magazine a certain way to use some 
of the material on his hands, 


Md. Censor Bill | 


Baltimore, March 29. 

The local amusement world is ine 
terested in legislation pending in 
the Maryland Assembly now in 
session at Annapolis. The state 
now has a board of picture censors 
that works rather -harmoniously 
with the Maryland film exhibitors 





and distributors, the percentage of 
rejections being comparatively 
small. 


Under the terms of a bill intro- 
duced in the Senate last week by 
Senator McCardell of Frederick 
County future state censors boards 
would be nominated. by the boards 
of education of the state and the 
city of Baltimore, at least one of 
the nominees being required to 
possess a Ph. D. McCardell de- 
clared that a group of Baltimore 
women are back of the proposed 
legislation which, under the. terms 
of the proposed bill, would become 
effective June 1, this year. 





Jacksonville House Opening 
Jacksonville, March 29: 

The Florida theatre, a new Pub« 
lix operated house, is to open 
April 8. 

A crew from New York is now 
on the job arranging advance blast 
for the inaugural under the d@irec« 
tion of Jack Pegler. 











- .BETTY 


TAYLOR 


and 
LOUISE 


LAKE 


“Two Song Birds” 


Held Over for Second 
Week with 


PAUL ASH 


at Oriental Theatre ~ 
Chicago 





Thanks to MR. PAUL ASH 
































ANCHON 3. 
MARCO IDEAS 


MARCO 


is in New York this week on the 
lookout for new talent to add to 


the F. & 


M. “IDEAS” in 


West Coast Theatres, Inc., Houses 
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PICTURES 








COAST STUDIOS 


Emory Johnson's next for U will 
be “Shield of Honor,” written by his 
mother, Mrs. Emilie Johnson. 


“Wild Beauty” will star “Rex,” 
horse. Human cast includes June 
Marlowe, Hugh Allen, Scott Seaton, 
Hayes Robinson, William Bailey 
and J. Gordon Russell. Henry Mc- 
Rae directing for U. 











Otto Matiesen, Nigel de Brulier, 
Otto Fries and Daniel Makarenko 
for “Crimson Hour,” U. Edward 
Sloman directing. 





Jack Daugherty featured in U 
serial, “Trail of the Tiger.” 





“Spring Fever” will be the first to 
star William Haines under th new 
arrangement with M-G-M. hHopart 
Henley, not Sam Taylor, will direct. 





Hal Le Seur, brother of Joan 
Crawford, signed by Metropolitan. 
od will be known as Richard Craw- 
‘ord, 





Tom Kennedy added to “Drums 
of Desert,” Zane Grey-F.P.-L. John 
Waters direction. 








Complete cast for “Chinese Par- 


— 
_— 


rot.” U: Hobart Bosworth, Sojin, 
Albert Conti, Edmund Burns, Ma- 
rion Nixon. Paul Leni directing. 





Harrison Ford and Phyllis Haver 
by Metropolitan for “Rejuvenation 
of Aunt Mary.” Erle C. Kenton 
director. 





Peter B. Kyne’s “Bread Upon the 
Waters” to be adapted for Hoot 
Gibson. U. Del Andrews to direct. 





Complete cast for “Small Bache- 
lor,” U: Andre Beranger, Barbara 
Kent, Ned Sparks, Lucien Little- 
field, Carmelita Geraghty, Vera 
Lewis, Tom Dugan, Gertrude Astor 
and William Austin. William A, 
Seiler directing. 





John Goodrich and Ethel. Doherty 
writing adaptation of Jack Lait’s 
“Ten Modern Commandments,” 
starring Esther Ralston. .F. P.-L. 





Earle Williams, Betty Baker and 
Arthur Gregor for “Say It With Dia- 
monds,” Starring Betty Compson. 
Chadwick. 





DeWitt Jannings added to “Two 
Arabian Knights.” U. A. 





Lilyan Tashman added to “Stolen 
Bride.” Billie Dove starred, ist N. 
Michael Cordo to direct. 





Edmunds 


Burns for “Chinese 
Parrot.” U, 





Natalie Kingston for feminine 
lead opposite Milton Sills in “Dia- 
monds in Rough,” ist N. Charles 
Brabin to direct. 





Complete cast for Clara Bow’s 
(Ff. P.-L.) “Rough House Rosie”: 
Reed Howes, Douglas Gilmore, Ar- 
thur Housman, Doris Hill, John 
Miljan, Henry Kolker. Frank 
Strayer directing. 





Alfred Green to direct “Iwo Girls 
Wanted,” Fox. 





Jack Ackroyd and Roscoe Karns 
added _” “Whirlwind of Youth,” 
FP. P.- 








Ned Sparks added to “Small 
Bachelor,” U. William Seiter di- 
recting. 

Grace Gordon added te Fox's 
“Carmen.” Directed by Raoul 
Walsh. 





George K. Arthur for male lead 
opposite Lois Wilson in “Gingham 
Girl.” F. B. O, 





Frances Lee, Carl Miller, Adele 
Watson; Charles French and Duke 
Greem.for Buck Jones’ next star- 
ring vehicle for Fox, “Good as 





Gold,” which Scott Dunlap is direct- 





ing. 

Greta Nissen replaced Dolores 
Del Rio for feminine lead opposite | 
| Charles Farrell in “Prince Flazel,” 


Fox. 





added to cast of 
Warners, 


Kathleen Key 
“The Climbers,” 





Malcolm MacGregor and Dolores 





Costello for “Noah's Ark,” Warners 
Michael Curtiz will direct. 
David Kirkland to direct “The 


Gingham Girl.” F. B. O. 





George Sidney, Sharon Lynn and 
Jack Luden for “Clancy’s Kosher 
Wedding,” F. B. O. Gil Pratt di- 
recting. 





Josef Swickard added to “Dying 





for Love,” F. P.-L 
Sally O'Neil, Lawrence Gray, 
Marie Dressler, Eddie Gribbon, 


Gertrude Olmstead for “The Calla- 
hans and Murphys,” M-G-M, 





Luther Reed is directing Florence 
Vidor in “The World at Her Feet,” 
F, P.-I. Arnold Kent in male lead. 








Support for Norma Talmadge in 
“The Dove,” to be her first U. A. re- 
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lease, include Gilbert Roland, Olga 
Baklanova, Michael Vavitch, Erville 
Alderson, Fritz Feld, Kala Pasha, 
Noah Beery, Harry Meyers, Eddie 
Borden, Evelyn Selbie, Charles Dare 


vas, Alice White, Michael Mark. 





Arlette Marchal for feminine lead 
in “Drums of the Desert,” F. P.-Ia 


Opposite Warner Baxter Directed 
by John Waters. 

Betty Jewell, feminine lead oppoe 
site Gary Cooper in his second stare 


ring Western, 
FE. P.-L. 
phone, 


“The Last Outlaw,” 
Wallace Fox at megae 





James Parrot ts directing Charltle 
Case in two-reel comedy for Hal 
Roach. Support includes Gale 
Henry, Erick Mayne, Lupe Delez 
Latter under long-term contract for 
Roach, who recently saw her in 
musical revue, 





Dorothy Phillips, free lancing 
since leaving M-G-M, under con- 
tract for Columbia. 





Archie Mayo directing “The 
Climbers,” Irene Rich's next. Ware 
ners. 


_-- 


U has an original story, “Patents 
Pending,” by Harry Hoyt. Directed 
by William Craft. 
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West Coast Motion Picture Directory of Players, Directors and Writers 





MARION AINSLEE 


Titles: 
“THE TEMPTRESS” 
“FLESH AND THE DEVIL” 
“ANNIE LAURIE” 


M.-G.-M. 


DON ALVARADO 


NOW PLAYING 
in “CARMEN” 


A WILLIAM FOX PRODUCTION 


J. GRUBB ALEXANDER 


Under Contract to Universal 
In Production 


“CHINESE PARROT” “MIDNIGHT ROGE” 
UNIVERSAL J JEWELS 
Starting on Adaptation and Script 
“THE MAN WHO y LAUGHS” 
Forthcoming Universal Super-Jewel 


GRAHAM BAKER 

Just Finished Scenario for 

“WHITE FLANNELS” 
WARNER BROTHERS 


AL BOASBERG 


FAMOUS PLAYERS, 
HOLLYWOOD 





SVEN-HUGO BORG 


UNDER CONTRACT TO M-G-M 
Translated 
“The Torrent”; “The Temptress” 
FOR GRETA GARBO 


MALCOLM STUART 
BOYLAN 


SUPERVISING EDITOR 
Titling Department 
WILLIAM FOX 
WEST COAST STUDIO 





HOWARD BRETHERTON 


DIRECTOR 


“Hills of Kentucky” 
Starring RIN-TIN-TIN 
WARNER BROS. 


EMILE CHAUTARD 


Now Playing 
PERE CHEVILLON 


in 
“THE SEVENTH HEAVEN” 
FOR FOX 


HOLLYWOOD 
Ox 6463 or Hollywood 3540 


ARTHUR CLAYTON 


WITZEL 


“WHITE CARGO” 


AT LIBERTY 
Hollywood, Cal. Granite 5264 





MAX COHEN 


Under contract to UNIVERSAL 
Supervising: 
TRICK TesOeR Ares 


MINIATURES 


SAMMY COHEN 
~ FOX 





FRANK CURRIER 


Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer’s Leading 
Character Man 


Under Contract te 
METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 


RAY ENRIGHT 


Now Directing 
“TRACKED BY THE POLICE” 
Warner Bros. 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYEB 


JACK CUNNINGHAM 


JUST FINISHED 
‘CAPTAIN SALVATION’ 


On Another Big Special 
Now 


AL COHN 


New adapting for the screen for 
UNIVERSAL 


“WE AMERICANS” 


ANTHONY COLDEWEY 


WRITER 
“THE FIRST AUTO” 
WARNER BROTHERS 





RANDALL Hi. FAYE 


WITH FOX 


Now Adapting 
“MACUSHLA” 





JOHNNIE GREY 


WARNER 
. BROTHERS 





JAMES GRUEN 


WRITES COMEDY 
with 


WILLIAM A. SEITER 
t 
UNIVERSAL 


JAMES S. HAMILTON 


SCREEN PLAYWRIGHT 
NEXT RELEASE 
“ANKLES PREFERRED” 


NOW FREELANCING 


BYRON HASKIN 


Now Directing 
“MATINEE LADIES” 
WARNER BROS. 





LEON HOLMES 


Manag’t Lichtig and Englander 


Just Finished 
“SLIDE, KELLY, SLIDE” 
For M-G-M 
Phone Hempstead 8187 


CHARLES KENYON 


Now Adapting 
“THE SHOW BOAT” 


For 
UNIVERSAL 





HELEN KLUMPH 


ROBERT N. LEE 


ADAPTATIONS 
Just Completed 
“UNDERWORLD” 
F.P-L. 


GLADYS LEHMAN 


WRITER 
Now with 
UNIVERSAL 


ALBERT LEWIN 


SCREEN PLAYS 
M-G-M 


CHAS. A. LOGUE 


Supervisor of 
DRAMATIC SCRIPTS 


For UNIVERSAL 





THEODORE LORCH 


Just finished C. B. De MILLE’S 
“THE KING OF KINGS” 


Hollywood, Cal. Hempstead 8486 


ALICE D. G. MILLER 


FREELANCING 
Now Adapting 
“PEOPLE” 
A MONTA BELL SPECIAL 
for M-G-M 


LORNA MOON 


“MR. WU” 
“ANNA KARENINA” 
M-G-M 


EDWIN MYERS 


WRITER 
UNIVERSAL 


ELIZABETH PICKETT 


Current Fox Variety 
“THE SALMON RUN” 
Directed, Titled, Edited 





GILBERT W. PRATT 


Just Finished 
“WISECRACKERS” 
F. B. O. 
Preparing for 
“CLANCY’S KOSHER WEDDING 
All-Star Featare F. B. 0. 


ERVIN RENARD 


Heavy in “Eagle of the Sea” 
¥. P. L.—Frank Licyd 


Spanish Captain in “Rough Riders” 
¥. P. L.—Vie Fieming 


BEN REYNOLDS . 


CAMERAMAN 
Vinthing 5-year contract with 


AT LIBERTY JANUARY 16, 1927 
Sasteaee Norma Shearer 
for Past Year 
Other Pictures inciude: “Ben-Hur,” 
ry.” “Tia Hats,” 


“Greed,” “Hie Secreta 
Cireus,"’ “Slide, Kelly. Stide.” 


JOHN J. (Jack) 
RICHARDSON 


4 Years Mack Sennett 


AT LIBERTY NOW 
HO, 4200 HOLLYWOOD 


L. G. RIGBY 


SCENARIST 
FREELANCING 


NOW WITH M-G-M 





J, WALTER RUBEN 


STAFF SCENARIST 
‘FAMOUS PLAYERS - LASKY 


CHARLIE SAXTON 


NOW WRITING 


“AN AMERICAN 
COMEDY” 


RICHARD SCHAYER 


HAROLD SHUMATE 


Just Completed 
“WHISPERING SAGE” 


Scott R. Dunlap Production 


EARLE SNELL 


SCENARIST 
Now Doing 


“THE FOUR FLUSHER” 
For UNIVERSAL 





GENE TOWNE 


Under Contract to 


FIRST NATIONAL 


COMEDY TITLES and 
COMEDY CONSTRUCTION 





JESSY TRIMBLE 


Under contract with 


METRO-GOLDWYN-MAYER 
Specialist in the Criticism of Stories 








BEATRICE VAN 


ORIGINALS - CONTINUITIES 
ADAPTATIONS - TITLES 


Now With Unlversal 


LEO WHITE 


SANNBALLET in “BEN-HURB” 


Just finished in 
“MEET YOU IN JAIL” 





A First 








National Production | 


Tel.: He. 4161. 


Hollywood, Cal, | 
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VITAPHONE 


SELWYN, New York 

At $2 top Warners recently 
e@pened their third Vitaphone pro- 
gram with another John Barrymore 
and Dolores Costello picture 
(“When a Man Loves,” version of 
“Manon Lescaut”) at the Selwyn on 
West 42d street. It’s not a well 
laid out Vita bill. 


Names are an asset to Vita or 
any theatre, but even names may 
be made tiresome through monoto- 
nous similarity of material. Here in 
six numbers of this Vita unit are 
three highly keyed grand operatic 
selections and another operatic 
singer, Mary Lewis, stretching out 
two southern melodies to a tire- 
gome length. The live bits of the 
bill are Waring’s Pennsylvanians, 
one of the best of jazz and versa- 
tile orchestras, scoring heavily here 
and mistakenly placed to open the 
program, while the other number 
consists of Van and Schenck, an- 
other hit, next to closing. .Closing 
fa the quartet from “Rigoletto.” 

Immediately after the opening is 
Miss Lewis, followed by Charles 
Hackett, and Beniamino Gigli, all 
mames operatically and each in suc- 
cession until even the greatest 
lovers of class music must holler 
quit. 

In vaudeville such bill spotting 
would be called murder. Vita is 
canned vaude. At least the Penn- 
sylvanians should have been placed 
midway between all of the opera, 
even though not placed to close 
where they belong. The quartet, or 
Gigli number, both of the produc- 
tion sort, should have opened. Van 
and Schenck might have been 
placed between Hackett and Lewis, 
with Miss Lewis’ “Virginny” song 
eut to one verse and chorus. If this 
unit remains intact at the Selwyn 
some such shifts of parts should 
be made. It is preferable, however, 
to substitute for Hackett and Gigli 
on this bill, to secure more variety. 

Warners may have been misled 
into believing that names mean 
more than entertainment. That 
may be so on the billing, but not 
on stage. The kick back here 
will that people will leave the 
house where this bill plays saying 
it’s a poor show. At present the 
novelty of Vita can stand off an 
overfiood of names, 

Marion Talley, Jeanne Gordon, 
Beniamino Gigli (repeated) and 
Guiseppe de Luca may have their 
august sound as the quartet, but 
they had to follow Gigli, with M. 
Pico and Mme, Minna Egener, be- 
sides the Metropolitan chorus in 
numbers from “Rusticana,” 


white 


Action, lightness and variety ap- 
pear the most appealing to Vita 
patrons. At best the talking picture 
is but a composition of shadows and 
echoes. That ever to the fore fact 
must be forced to the rear, not ad- 
vanced. Sime. 





| SOUSA’S BAND (52) 

| Band Music 

27 Mins.; Full Stage 

Paramount, New York 


John Philip Sousa and His Band 
—the highest priced act ever booked 
into a picture house, the considera- 
tion being $9,500 weekly plus trans- 
portation! Previously Paul White- 
man’s band at $9,500 flat held the 
mark, 


Sousa was a revelation and a riot 
at the second show Sunday after- 
noon in the Paramount. Those who 
had heard his organization before 
wondered whether this apparently 
listless conductor, who eschews 
showoff methods, would click with 
picture house audiences, who have 
been used to seeing conductors who 
twisted their collarbones, ears and 
elbows out of whack to make it ap- 


was hard to conduct. 


But here is Sousa, as always, with 
that great flexible musical instru- 
ment which is called his band, play- 
ing as softly and as loudly as the 
music demands, but always with the 
virtuosity which has made it a 
band among bands—a leader against 
competition furnished by such fine 
c-~eregations as Pryor’s, Vessella’s, 
etc. And here also is that Sousa 
who has written the majority of the 
world’s marches—the man who has 
composed stirring tunes to which 
millions of people annually parade, 
while other millions cheer as the 
strains of “El Capitan,” “Stars and 
Stripes Forever,” etc., ring out. 


Patently, then, a great attraction. 
After the audience has watched 
Sousa for a few moments and has 
become convinced that his sole ex- 
pressive gesture in all his conduct- 
ing is that made to the white-haired 
bass drummer for a “big Boom” in- 
stead of a “little Boom,” they are 
quite convinced that the organiza- 
tion and its conductor are so much 
an entity that he has no need to 
stoop to more directorial display to 
“sell” himself. 


The Paramount program lists four 
selections. Sousa plays’ eight. 
Opening with “Washington Post,” a 
two-step written in honor of one of 
the newspapers in Washington, he 
quickly did his “Gridiron Club” as 
an encore. (This number's title 
should explain that it is in honor of 
the famous club composed of the 


Hackett (Chicago Opera) did three Washington correspondents of news- 


numbers, in a setting, from “Rigo- 
letto.” 

Vita must bear in mind that these 
standards have been done to death, 
not only in vaude, but in the picture 
houses in person. 
might be more suitably received, 
with a musical comedy chorus. And 


once in a while a real chorus girl 


act. 


if Vita programs become loaded 


up with heavy stuff, the lack of re- 


lief will assert itself. There were 


laughs here with the 


songs and business, but 


papers the country over.) Then 
came “The Lost Chord,” with which 
the pit organ worked and in which 
John Dolan, cornetist, did a solo. 
Jesse Crawford, out of sight but 
billed, handled the organ. An en- 


Light operas |eorg followed, “U. S. Field Artillery,” 


which brought out a trombone quar- 
tet for several passages. 

Marjorie Moody, soprano soloist, 
next, doing “Italian Street Song” 
frgm Herbert’s “Naughty Marietta,” 
a number which illustrated, by the 
contrast of its coloratura passages 


Pennsylva- | with the pianissimo of the orchestra, 
bians and Van and Schenck, through 


that unlike other bands which pro- 


that’s.| duce stirring noise. the Sousa band 


hardly enough variation from class |can produce quiet music of any type, 


singing in six numbers to a unit. 


In production, Vita outdid itself. 
Each of the ensemble numbers is 
sumptuously produced and pictor- 
ially happy... Miss Lewis looked the 


best in close-ups of all of the sing- 


even symphonic, though looked upen 
musically as “brass.” This number 
was followed by an encore, Miss 
Moody singing “There’s a Merry 
Brown Thrush,” a short number 
which ‘meant little and which would 


ers, although it seemed a strain for|send her off better if a substitute 


her to animate before vacancy, as 
she nicely did. The Pennsylvanians, 
youthful looking boys, in a group 
with the letter “P” on their fronts, 
presented a likeable presence, and 
Van and Schenck also looked well. 
Whoever takes care of the make-up 
in the Vita studios evidently knows 


his business up and down. 
Mechanically this 


and music sounded 


is ‘far below that of the first bill at 


Warners. In the quartet, while Miss 
Gordon’s voice synchronized per- 


fectly, 


the whole bill. 


Lewis’ looks or voice. 


The Pennsvivanians had as their 
P House” and 
Where Do You Worka, John?” the 
last a lively number turned into 
Miss Lewis sang “Dixie 
Land” and “Carry Me Back to Old 
Virginny,” given a production set- 
man- 


proerram, “White 
comedy. 


tine of a southern colonial 
sion’s exterior with a party fete on 


Very nice, but it seemed as though 
Bhe never would get through with 


*Vircinny,” a very slow 


Too.” 


“Gertie,” 


Feller, formerly the house muisiesl 
director at Warner’s on Broadway. 


unit not s0 
g00d. The whirr of the record was 
heard continuously in the center of 
the theatre, while at times voices 
tinney, as 
though the mechanism had removed 
all of the melody. This recording 


were selected. 

Then the blow-off—‘“Stars and 
Stripes.” First the melody, then a 
fife corps to the front of the stage. 
Then a cornet corps, plus the trom- 
bones. Then these men lined up, 
put their brasses to their mouth and 
played like the devil, closing the 
short program to rousing enthu- 
siasm. 

It is superfluous to talk much 
about Sousa and His Band. 

For years one of the greatest con- 
cert attractions in the world, it 
would seem that the six weeks he 
has booked in the Publix houses 
might break some records once he 
gets away from this gosh-awful 
competition along Broadway —a 


it did not directly locate | competition which is being indulged 
seemingly apart from the singer, 
who was seated. She was the only 
instance of this sort, however, in 
Hackett, outside of 
his name, was a total loss here. He 
couldn’t follow on any stage or 
screen, singly, the elegance of Mary 


in with the faint hope that a few of 
the mob besieging Roxy’s for ad- 
mission will drift to the other the- 
atre. 

At the Paramount Sunday after- 
noon it was after 3 o’clock before 
capacity was registered, and even 
at 4 o'clock, with the show over, 
the lobby crowd waiting was de- 
cidedly moderate and no line what- 
ever outside. It’s questionable if 
this may be wholly blamed on the 
wet weather. 

One alibi, perhaps, is that it is the 
most difficult thing in the world to 
get publicity on an act in a movie 
.| house, no matter what its cost or 
reputation. The movie editors will 
argue that they are handling pic- 


number | tures only; the dramatic editors will] 
anvway. Van and Schenck did “Me 
“Because I Love 
You” and “She Knows Her Onions.” 
the snappers in the lvrics of the lat- 
ter esnecially well liked bv a licht 
audience last Thursday richt. Ac- 
comnanying each and the picture 
(on the films) was the Vita Svm- 
phany Orchestra. lead bv Herman 


refuse to touch it with a 10-foot 
pole; the music editors display no 
interest for the simple reason that 
they don’t pay any attention to the 
movie house attractions. So actu- 
ally there is no place to plant pic- 
ture house publicity on the act. 
Therefore the thertre itself must 
do all the publicity work—and that 
means huve ads. And with Para- 
mount still plugging its theatre and! 





wasn't really aware that Sousa was 
playing at picture house ~rices. 
Sousa occupied but minor space in 
the Paramount's ads. 

Whatever the reason for the slack 
attendance Sunday, 
certain—if they let people know 
Sousa is coming, business will be 
done. That fact has been an axiom 
of show business for years. 


but with other houses selling their|the good old 
show. it may be that the public| Gagging that Philly is birthplace of 


: “p ” , toffice attraction, 
pear that “Poet and Peagant, say, solely to ratio 


Versatile Orchestra 
20 Mins.; Three 
Fox's, Philadelphia 


drug, George Olsen, 


orchestra of 18, 
theory. Olsen will 
singled out as one of 


pro-theatre theorem. 


exceptionally well © received 


Philadelphia 


engineering experts attest. 


sults than WEAF. 


Accordingly, Olsen had 


town (two, in fact). 
matinee check-up, 


turnover as a result for 


the rest of that day. 


to' managerial intentions. 


shrewd selling. 


Olsen’s huge draw. 


favorites, “Who” from 


pated nursery rhyme. 


is the farewell choo-choo 


number, “Going Home Blues,” 


Whiteman for instance. 
A full brass team 


instrumentation, 


Following “Who” and 


combinations demonstrated 
niceties of solo and 
trumpeting. 


score, 


the impromptu 


ture house audiences. 


proficiency to improvise a 


ment. 


A-sharp, 


result, 





GEORGE OLSEN and His Music 


Whatever may be said about 
radio as a box office stimulant or 
making his 
picture debut with an augmented 
disproves every 
probably be 
radio's 
strongest witnesses to support the 


No question about Olsen’s box 

ari traceable} ed by Clarke Morelle, Taylor and 
Olsen could not 
have wanted a more auspicious oc- 
casion to inaugurate his film house 
premiere than 3f. this Philadelphia 
heuse because, as he proved last 
fall with a limited dance tour 
through the coal section of Pennsyl- 
vania, his WJZ radio rep had pre- 
ceded him and advantageously. By 
some quirk of the ether, WJZ ha 
n 
and adjacent terri- 
tory, being well within the 100-mile 
radius of that station, as the B pe 
t so 
happens that where some portions 
of that radius might be “dead” to 
WJZ, Pennsy picks it up very 
easily, more often and to better re- 


the| delays. 
“breaks” on his debut. His ether 


rep, seemingly very favorably 
established, reacted sensationally 
at the gate. 


It was this. unusual business that 
prompted a special trip to Quaker- 
The Saturday 
at the early 
1:30 frolic for the first de luxe per- 
formance, saw a densely populated 
attendance, with a double capacity 


This approaches the sensational; 
mark established by Jack Gilbert 
with the “Monte Cristo” revival the 
week before in the same house. 
Olsen is holding over this week 
and may stay a third or return 
soon thereafter for a run according 


Olsen’s $4,000 for a debut-orches- 
tra, despite his radio and Victor 
record rep, was frankly deemed no 
bargain, and interpreted as more 
to the credit of William Morris’ 
Both to Olsen's 
and the Morris Agency's credit, the 
Fox people are frank to concede 
they were pleasantly surprised at 


Olsen has four distinct radio 
trade-marks to re-create in person, 
three of them interlocking. They 
are that unique and extraordinary 
vocal trio (Bob Rice, Fran Frey 
and Bob Borger) and with it, their 
“Sunny” 
and “Hi-Diddle-Diddle,” the synco- 
The fourth 
train 
as} pieces, 
standard with Olsen on the radio 
as the “Rhapsodie In Blue” is with 


of four 
trumpets, four reeds, three violins 
and two pianos are included in the 


“Hi- 
Diddle,” with trio interludes, brass 
the 
ensemble 
In between Borger 
tenored “Close to Your Heart” 
sympathetic style, for an individual 


A novelty for stage orchestras is 
“song-writing” 
number, a heritage from “Sunny” 
and a whale of an idea for the pic- a Sh a 
Olsen talks} « ‘ ” 
about the new American music and FOLLIES OF Sar" 
the modern orchestra’s adaptable|55 Mins.; Full (Special) 
full! Tivoli, Chicago 
melody from any three given notes, 
and not only develops the motif 
extempore but also fills in with in- 
strumental coloring and arrange- 
It’s an Ingenious idea, well|/at their backs. 
developed. A sample of what they 
asked for at one performance was! personality and versatility. 
B-flat and F-natural, a tita Owin set herself in strong 
weird combo but the tougher the 
assignment the more effective the! comedy song. 





—_— 


entertainment over everything else, | program is a free arrangement of 


“Zampa” overture. 
freedom and liberty, he takes 
advantage of the srtuation and 
presents a free version of the clas- 
sic overture. It was rousingly re- 


this much is| ceived and is theatrically effective. 


Olsen has an ideal picture house 
band act, including a personnel 
and personality that permits for 
almost anything. If his Strom- 
berg-Carlson Tuesday night radio 
concerts permit traveling away 
from New York, Olsen will be 
enthusiastically welcomed in the 
cinema houses where, if his forth- 
coming network radio exploitation 
will not carry far enough, his 
Victor records will stand him in 
good stead, Abel 





“MR, JAZZ HIMSELF” 

Stage Band Production 

50 Mins.; Full (Special) 

Oriental, Chicago 

Paul Ash and orchestra, support- 


Lake, Muriel Kaye, Frank Blascoe, 
unbilled minor specialties, and bal- 
let of ten girls. Production by 
Lou McDermott. 

Nondescript setting for this pres- 
entation, something like “Living- 
room of the Van Der Swell country 
home” in a musical comedy, minus 
furniture, Staircases on each side 
of. stage provide entrances from 
regular stage or the raised stage in 
the rear. Musicians outfitted in 
little orange coats instead of regu- 
lar tux. 

Unusual number of spots held by 
the band, with specialties occupy- 
ing very little of the time. With 
none of the support sensational, 
there were none of the customary 
Starts off with band doing 
a classic while ten-girl ballet flits 
in veils. Ash enters from the front 
and interrupts with a jazz whoop, 
which starts the musicians into a 
hot one and makes the girls shed 
their veils and do a version in bras- 
siers and panties. 

With so much of this Black Bot- 
tom around, Muriel Kaye, first spe- 
cialty, took a different slant at it 
by going through a similar routine 


the| on her toes. She did the whole 
matinee, and capacity sell-outs for| routine without one drop to her 
Joe Inser, the 
house manager, attested to an esti- 
mated $8,400 for Saturday alone, 
with a gress of $33,200 for the 


heels, making a short and snappy 

start for the rest of the talent to 

follow. , 
Then followed, somewhat mildly, 


week. Monday clocked $4,800;/ rank Blascoe, an obese singer who 
Tuesday, $4,500; Wednesday, $5,100; a1s0 shows what a hefty young fel- 
Thursday, $4,600; Friday, $4,800. 4 


low can do in the way of dance 
if he tries, looks new to the stage. 
He dcesn’t let his voice go, and 
his dance, while good for a weighty 
guy, still isn’t so much. Clarke 
Morrelle, staff tenor, sounded sweet 
in two slow numbers and would 
have shown better if there was 
some antidotal pep among the 
others, 

The last announced act, Taylor 
and Lake, femme singing team, had 
original harmonies with topical 
numbers. The girls are neat in 
looks, dress well, and should be 
working quite a bit in picture 
houses. 

On the production end were two 
routines by the chorines, similar but 
supplying needed pep. The closing 
ensemble also brought in a colored 
dancer, probably “Jellybean” John- 
son, and an accordion team who 
played just a few bars. This col- 
ored dancer should have been given 
a better position as he had the life 
that could have been used earlier. 

The band had five solo spots for 
an unusual number. In 
one of these Ash gave his “can- 
nings” a plug, bringing out a phon- 
ograph and playing his latest re- 
lease, with the band taking it up 
for a close. Vocal choruses are 
also used in the numbers, Paul 
Small being employed for the job. 
Mr. Small isn’t so hot, but to make 
it worse, thinks he is. 

All master of ceremonies stuff 
handled by Ash, who has excellent 


in comedy help in Al Qvale, his first 


saxophonist. Qvale takes care of 
the band while Ash is away, and 
does it with credit. 

Average presentation for the 
Oriental, Loop. 


Band and Specialties 


Much of everything in this one, 
with everything good. 

Seems that they can’t very well 
miss with Bennie Krueger’s band 
That band is a 
darb, on its music and on Krueger's 


with a dance after an opening 
She came back later 


in the performance, minus the 





The piece de resistance of Olsen’s|makeup and garbed in a classy 


——= 


orchid costume, to a reception. 

Lang and Voelk, ‘seen plenty 
around town the past two months 
or s0, are too strong on the comedy 
end this week. Entrance from the 
pit in gelfing attire and with a 
meaningless gag tacked on failed 
to get a laugh. What they did 
later on their harmony, in spite of 
the unfavorable start, is nobody’g 
business. Picture house audiences 
are partial to harmony teams, good 
or bad. They got an average one in 
Lang and Voelk and they seemed 
to close their eyes and think of 
Van and Schenck. 

Williams and Ross, long’ and 
short, comedy dancers with a slow 
motion routine, rely principally 
on tight pants and two trick steps, 
The hoke dance business has been 
stretched to the limit locally with 
nothing new in the line and only 
a few exceptions since Hal Sher- 
man started ’em off. They followed 
in a deluge, with the present con- 
dition as a result of lack of 
originality. Williams .and Ross 
were liked though not as they 
might have been qa year ago. 

Someone saved the best of this 
presentation for the last with a 
superb finish resulting. Roy 
Smeck, string wizard, tied them up 
and still had them roped after 
yells for encores. Roy was once 
a member of Bennic Krueger’s or- 
chestra, according to Bennie’s an- 
nouncement,. Bennie also called 
him “The Vitaphone Soloist,” that 
not for the benefit of the local 
musicians’ union. 

Several orchestra numbers were 
fine. Joey Stoole and Bobby Allen, 
staff songsters, chorused in two 
for nice effect. 

Staging not of the flashy sort 
usual here, but fitting and easier 
on the eye. 

Presentation, on strength of an 
uncommon quality of talent, rates 
as the best seen around in several 
months. Loop. 





“BERLINIANA” (8) 
Songs and Dances 
7 Mins.; Full Stage : 
Eastman, Rochester, N. Y. 

Ludwig yon Beethoven and Irving 
Berlin were stacked up against each 
other at the Eastman, and the re- 


sult seemed to show that Beethoven” 
is a pretty fair composer, too. His 


“spotlight number” was the last 
movement from his “Fifth Sym- 
phony,” played by the Eastman Or- 
chestra as an overture, followed by 
a tableau of a gigantic bust of the 
composer, before which a feminine 
figure in white bowed in homage, 
all contrived to help commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of Beethoven's 
death, 

Beethoven also gets a big chance 
in the score arranged by Guy Fraser 
Harrison as an accompaniment to 
the feature picture (John Barry- 
more in “The Beloved Rogue’), as 
some of his best efforts are repre- 
sented, including excerpts from the 
Seventh and Third Symphonies and 
the “Coriolanus” overture, 

Berlin only got seven minutes of 
the program, but it’s all he needs. 
He answered the Beethoven chal- 
lenge with “Blue Skies,” “Remem- 
ber,” “All Alone” and ’‘Always,” 
with singers of the Eastman Com- 
pany to help put him across, and 
with Thelma Biracree to give a 
dance that Beethoven could never 
have composed, 

The vocal soloists were Philip 
Reep, Martha Atwell and Rose 
Quigley. For a touch of color a 
quartet of dancing girls in jazzy 
costumes to assist in the “Blue 
Skies” number, 

The act bore the title of “Bere 
liniana,” Sanderson. 





“H. M. S. PINAFORE” 
Operetta 

18 Mins.; Full (Special) 
Forum, Los Angeles 

Though the human portion of this 
presentation is not of the calibre 
in ability and talent that would do 
justice to the old Gilbert and Sul- 
livan scores, looks as though a re- 
vival of this sort of stuff in con- 
dens@d form would be _ sure-fire 
at this time for picture houses, to 
replace the revues and tab pres- 
entations hurled week in and week 
out at the customers. 

William G. Stewart, who did the 
stage directing at New York Hip- 
podrome for many years and w 
is called a “G. & S. scholar,” put 
this one on. He no doubt endeav- 
ored to put on as near an approach 
to the old-time productions as he 
could. But seems to have been 
handicapped in production as well 
as type of people. Among the 
principals was only one outstand- 
ing, Marie Horgan, who did “Little 
Buttercup.” Henry J. Schegel as 


Sir Joseph, though possibly a stu- 
dent at one time of the © 


& 8. 





(Continued on page 62) 
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VARIETY 25 
This was hoisted for the finale. Big | bet block ty in the ads to tell the dley of pular numbers again 
ROXY hit. & ock type in o te STATE medley po 


(NEW YORK) 


New York, March 25. 

The second program presented at 
the new Roxy theatre beginning Sat- 
urday shows a decided improvement 
over the inaugural presentation. It 
is, however, nothing more or less 
than a revival of what S. L. Roth- 
afel did during his days at the Cap- 
itol, except in this instance it is 
produced more elaborately with a 
greater number of people and with 
the assistance of thé more modern 
facilities of the new house. That 
means it looms up with the “bigger 
and better” ideas that held forth in 
the field of motion picture produc- 
tion several years ago. The best 
that they did was to make ‘em big- 
ger but not better. 

A general slant on the whole bill 
can be arrived at when it is noted 
that Erno Rapee, musical director, 
selected for his opening overture the 
“13th Hungarian Rhapsody,” which 
has not been done on the street since 
he did it at the Capitol. The ballet 
had Mile. Gambarelii executing “The 
Swan” with the assistance of the 
Roxy Chorus. It was done beauti- 
fully, but the spot light operator al- 
most gummed up the works at the 
finish and practically ruined the late 
afternoon performance on Sunday. 
The big flash was a tab version of 
Victor Herbert’s “The Fortune 
Tellier.” It was colorful in its set- 
ting and costuming, in fact the pro- 
duction was better than some of the 
musical comedies of the regular 
Broadway theatres, but still there 
was nothing new about it. 

The one feature that suggested 
something different was the presen- 
tation of “Barrack Room Ballads,” 
with a male chorus of about 36 
voices in a setting representing an 
officers mess and the men clad as 
English ‘“Tommies.” This feature 
was heartily applauded and the 
bright red coats of the men stood 
out. Two numbers were offered 
here. 

In addition to the above there 

Was the organ at the opening and 
Vitaphone, which closed, presenting 
the quartet from “Rigoletto,” one of 
the weakest of the Vitaphone’s oper- 
atic subjects. 
_In the screen division there was 
a rather fair mystery comedy, 
“Wolf's Clothing,” starring Monte 
Blue and released by Warners. The 
picture is far and away one of the 
best that Monte Blue has had but 
it is not the type of production, ex- 
pected at the Roxy. The Pictorial 
Review held eight subjects, four of 
whieh came from Pathe, three from 
Internationa' and one from Fox. A 
Grantland Rice Sportlight, entitled 
“Water Sprites,” was a single. reel 
of rare beauty, and the trick swim- 
ming brought many hands. 

The performance ran about two 
hours and fifteen minutes, consider- 
ably over the usual allotted time 
even though several numbers were 
cut from the i2 originally scheduled 
to be done as part of “The Fortune 
Teller.” 

On. Saturday and Sunday of this 
week there was a new policy, that 
of giving five de luxe performances, 
in which respect the house is fol- 
lowing the Paramount. It was dis- 
covered that the Roxy could not be 
cleared until five full shows were 
given, as the supper show attend- 
ance would hang over for the first 
full night show. This policy is to 
be held to on Saturdays and Sun- 
days in the future. Fred. 


PARAMOUNT 


(NEW YORK) 
New York, March 27. 
Big show and a good one this 
week, with Sousa’s Band as the big 
noise and a corking picture, “Fash- 


fons for Women,” as the follow-up. 

Opening, a very short orchestra 
prelude (two minutes) led into the 
news reel, remarkable because it 
held no Fox and Pathe clip, depend- 
ing entirely on International and 
Kinograms subjects, and because 
the Magnascope device used in the 
showings of “Old Ironsides” was 
utilized to set off several of the 
more novel subjects. This tremen- 
rous screen and its equally large 
projected picture went well every- 
where except in the mezzanine, 
where even in the front row a third 
of the picture was cut off by the 
balcony line. In the back row of the 
mezzanine, where the house screen 
is always cut by the balcony line, a 
half of the Magnascope screen was 
obscured. The irony of this is that 
the mezz seats are the most expen- 
sive. Five Kinograms and four In- 
ternational clips. 

Dennis Sisters, three girls doing 
harmony songs, followed with an 
elaborate setting of brown drapes, a 
glass window flat at the back cen- 
ter and the huge white and gold 
house piano on the stage. They did 
slow ballads, “Love Sends a Little 
Gift of Roses” and “Dear Old Pal of 
Mine,” getting off to so-so applause. 

Following Jesse Crawford took the 
organ for 12 minutes, opening a 
“Blue” concert, first with “Rhap- 
sody in Blue” and then witha waltz, 
“So Blue,” written by Mrs. Jesse 
Crawford and played, after the first 
time, by the pair, Mr. Crawford 
working the pit orchestra and Mrs. 
Crawford handling the twin console 
on the stage, the twin being first 
revealed through the scrim drop 
upon which organ pipes are painted. 








A short reel, “Speed,” prepared by 
Castle Films from library stuff, was 
@ nondescript but lively hodge- 
podge combining fast horses, traffic 
(speeded up in the old Lyman 
Howe comedy fashion), automobiles, 
trains, etc., and allowing for some 
good work from the orchestra. This 
short acted as a bracer to a show 
which began going a mile-a-minute 
when the next turn, Sousa’s Band, 
held the stage for 27 minutes. Big 
hit, of course, and followed by the 
feature, “Fashions for Women.” 
About 70 minutes, completing one of 
the best—probably the best—all 
around program Paramount has had 
since opening. 


RIVIERA 


(OMAHA) 


Omaha, March 26. 

The newest link, and a big, bright, 
shining one in the Publix Theatres 
chain, was added today when the 
beautiful Riviera at 20th and Far- 
num opened. 

Its premiere was held last eve- 
ning, an invitation affair, and the 
most important event in mid-west 
amusement circles of the year. 
Those present included the elite of 
Omaha and Nebraska society, state 
and county officials and a large 
party of prominent officials of both 
Publix and Paramount, together 
with many exhibitors from neigh- 
boring cities. “ 

The new amusement palace was 
promoted and is under the direc- 
tion of A. H. Blank. It seats 3,000, 
and represents an investment of 
two and a half millions. Designed 
by John Elberson, it is the very 
latest thing in atmospheric thought 
and of Italian architecture, with the 
most improved appliances. 

The opening was made a great 
event in this western prairie city. 
For a week preceding it the streets 
were decorated day and night. The 
morning of the opening there was 
a Grand Pageant of Progress, with 
bands and soldiers from the neigh- 
boring fort, regiments of high 
school cadets, with numerous civic 
and industrial units in the parade. 

Eugene Zukor, of Publix, stated 
before the local Chamber of Com- 
merce that ideas from the Riviera 
would be used in the construction 
of nine new theatres in New York. 
The premiere last night was 
quite formal, with congratulatory 
speeches by the Mayor, theatre offi- 
cials and others. Hundreds of tele- 
grams were received from “names” 
of the screen. 

Adolphe Menjou’s “Evening 
Clothes” was the feature, but the 
first picture to hit the sheet was a 
news shot (Kinograms). 

The stage show, special for open- 
ing week, consisted of “An Indian 
Legend” by William Hollander, 
staged by Frank Cambria. It was 
a tribute to the Indian chieftain, 
Logan Fontenelle, prominent in the 
early history of Omaha. Special 
scenery with the solo parts sung 
by Edward Molitore and Camille 
Tendora, with a ballet of 10. 

Other stage turn was the’ “In- 
augural Banquet,” with White and 
Manning, Charlie Calver, Helen 
Cahoon, Arch Cannon and the 
dancing ballet. 

House orchestra of 20 conducted 
by Nathaniel W. Finston, general 
director of music for Publix, but 
regularly will be under the direc- 
tion of Frederick Schmidt. 

At the consul of the organ George 
A. Johnson scored the individual 
hit of the evening with “Organs I 
Have Played.” It was the Jesse 
Crawford novelty and _ stopped 
things for a few moments. An- 
other innovation was the perfect 
Publix service rendered by the 
corps of snappy appearing ushers 
and attendants, strictly a la Para- 
mount, New York. 

The Riviera will be under the 
personal direction of A. G. Stolte, 
and will play the Publix stage 
show. The first regular unit will 
be “Opera vs. Jazz,” starting next 
Saturday. 

Among those present for the oc- 
casion were: A. T. Botsford, J. 
Chatkin, Samuel Benbow, William 
K. Hollander, Harry Marks, J. D. 
Spring, Stuart Doyle, Harry White, 
FE. Seery, Eugene Zukor, Parney 
Balaban, Herman Lieber, Ace Berry, 
Sam Morris, Morris Sufier, Skovras 
Brothers, Herbert L. Stern, Floyd 
Brockell, Nathaniel Finston, Frank 
Cambria, Morris Petrof, Nate 
Frudenfeld, David Flam, John 
Etberson and A. H. Blank, the man 








who put ft over. Hughes. 
(Variety’s Kansas City Corre- 
spondent) 
ORIENTAL 
(CHICAGO) 


Chicago, March 22. 

Paul Ash 1s back. 

From Florida, for the benefit of 
those not in the know. He went 
there to slice off a rest for himself. 
Like Joe Frisco, he gets tired now 
and then. 

The Oriental dropped over $5,000 
in gross a week while Ash was in 
the hurricane city. Split this into 
half-bucks and it represents 10,000 
members of the Paul Ash Every 
Week Club who were playing hookey 
while their president’s back was 
turned. No wonder they use alpha- 


members he’s back. 

But there’s another gent at the 
Oriental who's ‘immortalizing him- 
self with the younger generation. 
He is Henri Keats, the organist. 
There is no one known with his par- 
ticular method of utilizing 10 min- 
utes in a solo spot. 

Keats’ doodad this week is called 
“Let's Have Some Harmony.” 
doesn’t get it, but he gets enough 


time Harvard plays Princeton 
Starting off by testing the various 
voices individually in order to get 
basses and tenors wise to their sta- 


tus, Keats brings "em together on 
“Sweet Adeline.” It’s murder but 
vigorous. Other attempts prove 


similarly inharmonious, but the pep 
increases. And when he finished off 
by having them go through a famil- 
iar topical number the customers 
are shouting so hard Mr. Keats lets 
them go through a chorus without 
accompaniment. 


His trick of making community 
singing famous has been studied by 
several allegedly, learned minds with 
little results other than make Keats 
come to the conclusion that he’s 
worth more dough. Discounting for 
the favorableness of his hookup with 
Ash, Keats is still worth money to 
any picture house. 


Ash's presentation this week, pro- 
duced by Lou McDermott, is “Mr. 
Jazz Himself” (Presentations). 
There have been better and worse, 
this one ranking about in the mid- 
@e. Lack of class in its specialties 
is the weakness. 


The showing of “Bind Alleys” in 
this house, where pictures aren't 
counted on, speaks for the quality 
of the picture. Additional films 
were “Aesop’s Fables” and Kino- 
gram newsreel. 

Capacity business early Monday 
afternoon. With seats available in 
the balcony around noon, people 
were standing in the lobby prefer- 
ring to wait an hour and 45 min- 
utes for a seat nearer the stage. 


MARK STRAND 


(BROOKLYN, N. Y.) 


Brooklyn, N. Y., March 27. 

The current show here is a wow 
for value, size and entertainment. 
E. L. Hyman, managing director, 
could cut 25 percent and still not 
cheat, but the extra value standard 
has been responsible for cinching 
this house. Besides, it’s good stuff 
to offset impending competition. 
Already they are laying foundations 
in the vicinity for houses under 
Publix and Fox management. 


Sunday night with the last show 
starting at around 11 p. m. and let- 
ting out long after midnight, they 
were standing out in the lobby for 
this fifth performance. 


Tom Brown and his Merry Min- 
strel Orchestra, including the Six 
Brown Brothers, came on close to 
midnight, but the response did not 
smack of a late Sunday night at- 
tendance. Allan Prior, the Aus- 
tralian tenor, on just a few minutes 
before, did two numbers and al- 
most forced the Vitaphone-George 
Jessel reel to stop. The applause 
continued for a solid minute, drown- 
ing out Jessel’s opening chatter. 


The house orchestra was given 
prominence in a Hyman-created 
“Spring” ballet with the 12 Sonia 
Serova dancers and Sascha Kindler, 
the concert master, featured in the 
presentation. A novel variation on 
the straight ballet stuff was a cir- 
cular screen background against 
which was projected appropriate 
scenic screen shorts of babbling 
brooks, swaying trees, etc., all in 
keeping with the awakening of 
spring theme. 


Lilly Kovacs, staff solo pianiste, 
was welcomed back after several 
months’ retirement following her 
marriage. Miss Kovacs’ “Hungarian 
Fantasy” flatteringly reintroduced 
her to the patrons. Harry Breuer 
completed the trench unit’s contri- 
butions with a “Rio Rita” medley 
on xylo and vibraphone. The screen 
had Prior scheduled for another bal- 
lad which may have also prompted 
the audience's expectation of an ad- 
ditional recall, but his impression 
merited every part of the unusual 
enthusiasm. Prior can stay in the 
picture houses as long as he likes. 


Jessel and Elsie Janis were the 
Vitaphone presentations. Some- 
thing lacks in the Strand’s ver- 
sions of the Vitaphone. It’s the 
acoustics or the mechanics. The 
rasping of the needle on the record 
can be heard for one thing. The 
mechanical impression from start to 
finish is never lost. Somehow the 
Warners, with their specially de- 
signed presentations at their Broad- 
way houses, have in a measure been 
successful in imparting a more flat- 
tering illusion, but at this house, 
the phonograph sense is the strong- 
est impression. Jessel'a voice 
seemed particularly muffled. 

Following the news reel, Tom 
Brown, the originator of the Six 
Brown Brothers, with an augmented 
orchestra of 15, walloped across a 
sizeable hit. Corinne Griffith in 
“Three Hours” was the feature. 





Sousa and Band are being gen- 
erously ballyhooed for next week. 
Hyman has special Navy nights, 
Chamber of Commerce nights, etc., 
scheduled, the Brooklyn Navy Yard 








being natural exploitation material 
for the Sousa tieup. Abel. 


He | had many of the earmarks of a lav- 
| ish Broadway musical show and af- 
extra noise to take care of the next' 


(MINNEAPOLIS) 


Minneapolis, March 25. 
In conjunction with a leading 
loop department store, the State, 
ace Finkelstein & Ruben house 
here, staged its semi-annual style 
revue with a flash production that 


forded a wealth of entertainment 
,even for those male customers who 
|}might not be interested in the 20 
| beautiful models wearing the latest 
| spring modes—if there are any such 
; masculine individuals. As a result 





business hit on all eight. 

The setting looked like a million 
dollars and reflected considerable 
credit on the taste of the concern’'s 
producing department. It some- 
what resembled the familiar posters 
of Coral Gables and might be said 
to have represented the outdoor 
gardens of an exclusive Florida 
hostelry, A promenade  ba'cony 
with a railing extended lengthwise 
across the rear of the stage, and 
on one side into the upper floor en- 
trance of the building. On the op- 
posite side a wide, winding stair- 
case led from the balcony down to 
the stage. The models, stepping out 
from the hotel, paraded across the 
balcony, down the staircase to the 
footlights and over to the hotel. 

The girl “blues” singers, seated 
at one of the tables on the balcony, 
remained there for their number. 
Another young woman soprano, not 
hard to look at, also occupied a 
seat at a balcony table. 

Below the balcony, ranged against 
a stone wall drop, were 13 members 
of the regular State orchestra, com- 
prising a jazz orchestra and in tux- 
edos. Eddie Dundstedter, house 
organist, was at a grand piano, con- 
ducting. They played the newest 
popular numbers, while the models 
paraded, and also furnished the ac- 
companiments for the vaude which 
filled the periods while the models 
were off-stage making changes. 

After the models’ initial parade 
a pair of colored tap and clog danc- 
ers, niftily attired in white bell hop 
uniforms to carry out the hotel idea, 
did a corking number. More exhibi- 
tions of styles were followed by the 
girl “blues” singers warbling “Sam, 
the Accordion Man,” and “Raggedy 
Ann.” This led into a dandy “Rag- 
gedy Ann” dance by the regular 
State chorus of eight girls made up 
to represent “Raggedy Ann” dolls. 
Climaxing this was an exceptionally 
good eccentric knockabout dance by 
a girl and boy team. The girl was 
thrown about in Apache dance 
fashion. 

Following another fashion display 
came a song number by a girl so- 
prano who boasted good looks 
along with a pleasing voice. This 
song paved the way for a ballet 
number by the State’s dancers in 
filmy, silk-like creations of various 
hues and wearfng .vari-colored 
wigs. More fashion exhibition, and 
then the grand finale with all the 
models on the stage joining in the 
chorus of a song number. 

The show opened with the “Ri- 
enzi” number, well played by Nel- 
son and his orchestra. The style 
revue was preceded by Interfiational 
news reel and a Krazy Kat cartoon, 
followed by the feature, “Blonde or 
Brunette,” well liked. 

The entire show, run off in snappv 
style, lasted about two hours and 
10 minutes and gave the best of sat- 
isfaction. 





PALACE 


(WASHINGTON, D. C.) 
Washington, March 27. 

Carnival Week is not so forte. 
Suffering in comparison with the 
preceding week, but wiil improve 
considerably with playing. 

Colby Harriman, who has been, 
and is, doing a fine job of the 
staging, has not the material to 
work with in the present line-up. 
Four amateur girls dancing cannot 
measure up, and when they are 
utilized for both the opening and 
closing these two all important 
spots naturally suffer. 

Jack Sidney starts first with a 
pop number and then a sob affair, 
the latter only made acceptable by 
the clever use of a scrim with a 
courtroom scene behind it. The 
customers ate this up. 

Sidney has a more than pleasing 
way about him. After things were 
{interrupted by reverting to the 
screen for a “Fables,” he proceeded 
to keep everybody on their toes 
wiih his Introductions. 

The carnival idea is portrayed by 
the stagé orchestra, as well] as Sid- 
ney, attired in costumes of such 
events—setting, too, in the spirit 
and well done, 

Drena Beach, peach of an acro- 
batic dancer, was held over. This 
time she does a leopard routine 
entering a cage. Highlight of the 
presentation. 

Tommy Christian, thongh using 
music stands, through personal 
showmanship very successfully sells 
a straicht dance band as a stage 
attraction. Dance rhythm is main- 
tained throughout with many op- 
portunities lost as a result. The 
drummer’s double votee comedy 
specialty is deserving of more than 
passing note. 

In addition to “Fables” the acreen 
shorts consisted only of the Inter- 
national News. 

Tom Gannon‘s orchestra with a 





clicked. 

With “The Show” as a feature @ 
two-hour entertainment was put 
across that pleased one continuous 
lock-out. If they can be pleased 
after standing the way that audi- 
ence did today, never less than am 
hour, then the house is selling what 
they want. Meakin. 


STRAND 


(NEW YORK) 


New York, March 27. 

Joseph Plunkett elects as the 
presentation features to support the 
new Harry Langdon comedy fea- 
ture, “Long Pants,” this week, am 
almost straight vaudeville specialty 
bill. Billy Jones and Ernest Hare, 
who have a host of radio fan fol- 
lowers as “The Happiness Boys” are 
emphasized in the billing. Another 
number is the always popular violin 
soloist, Fredric Fradkin, in a series 
of straight numbers. 

A production bit opens the pres- 
entation program. Toward the end 
of the overture, Oriental selection, 
the curtain rises to disclose a broad 
dias accupying the whole stage, with 
the Strand ballet corps grouped 
about its steps and with Edward 
Albano, baritone, posed at the top 
as an Eastern ruler. His solo is 
“Yasmin,” following which the 20 
gris and the principal dancers geo 
into one of those Oriental ensem- 
bles. All sightly choreography, but 
nothing of striking novelty in the 
arrangement. 

Fradkin, with three semi-popular 
numbers and an old ballad for an 
encore, had no scenic backing, but @ 
striking stage picture was 

for the Happiness Boys. Piano was 
raised on a low platform against 12- 
foot screen of vivid, illuminated 
grass green, the whole being set 
against a back drop of audacious 
brick red. It sounds wild, but the 
effect is really rich and arresting. 

A brief introductory prologue by 
Pauline Miller and Robert Stickney 
led to the feature. The news reel 
had as it feature a series of views of 
the Chinese uprisings from the In- 
ternational service, together with 
clips from Fox and Pathe, including 
views of the new British speed auto 
in action in Florida, a new sport of 
balloon floating in England, shots of 
boys boxing with barrels hung from 
their shoulders, and Fox scenic clips 
of the cherry tree blossoms in 
Washington. 

A short Pathe scenic magazine 
subject ended the bill with a variety 
of brief bits including color scenes 
in Korea and a series in black and 
white of marvelous sunset effects In 
the mountains and lake districts of 
Wisconsin. Rush. 





FORUM 


(LOS ANGELES) 


Los Angeles, March 23. 

Selling a program picture at $1.5@ 
top made it essential for the man- 
agement to go beyond itself in pro- 
viding the presentation and mis- 
cellaneous program for the premiere 
of “The Yankee Clipper.” 

It got the first run of the Will 
Rogers travelog, “Dublin,” and i 
attracted as much attention and 
possibly gave the audience as much 
satisfaction as the main screen 
feature. The figured the Rogers 
would be an out and out comedy and 
were surprised and pleased when 
they saw the type picture it was. 

Presentation was a condensed 
version of Gilbert and Sullivan 
operetta, “H. M. 8. Pinafore.” It 
ran 18 minutes with a cast of 26 
men and women. It was staged 
by William G. Stewart. He may 
have been handicapped when it 
came to proper voices to supply 
volume in the chorus, especially in 
the male division. Another handl- 
cap was lack of pieces in house or- 
chestra, 

Though it impressed, this prolog 
did not do justice to the ability of 
Stewart and the memory of Gilbert 
and Sullivan on account of the 
economy. House orchestra under 
Lou Gottschalk, new leader here 
besides providing music for presen- 
tation, rendered an overture come 
posed of original themes that the 
director provided for “Broken Blos- 


soms,” “Orphans of the Storm,” 
“Four Horsemen” and “Three 
Musketeers.” The musical medley 


seemed a bit too heavy and droll, 
besides not getting the rendition 
a score of this sort is expected to, 
due to the shortage of orchestra 
timber. 

Gottschalk also provided a must- 
eal score for picture, possibly hure 
riedly assembled from a large He 
brary without efforts to show ang 
individual strain or theme. 


Ung. 








TIVOLI 


(CHICAGO) 


Chicago, March 21. 
Plenty of show in two and a half 








hours here. Good show, too, for the 
admission. And a great show as 
compared to that offered in a nearby 
vaude house at the same scale. 
There are sides for the neighbors 
and sides for the neighbor's chile 
dren, the younger generation get~ 
ting the edge. This show ts a shine 
ing example of what today's andi- 
ences want. It had everything. 





(Continued on page 27) 
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CECIL CUNNINGHAM (1) 
Impression Songs 

14 Mins.; One 

Palace (St. V) 

Cecil Cunningham is stfll_ the 
game stunning looking redhead, 
sumptuously gowned, she was upon 
her last vaudeville appearance sev- 
eral years back. In the interim 
she has been handling floor shows 
in cabarets and road houses. 

She returns to vaudeville sans the 
special songs always more or less 
a trade-mark with her in seasons 
past. Depending upon pops she 
opens with an impression of a girl 
member of a song and dance team 
singing “Nothin’,” a good number 
and deliciously sold with a strong 
sense of character. 

Her second was a Main street 
gal who returned from New York 
and was telling the peasants all 
about it down at the post office. For 
the character she dons a trick hat 
and cheater. The song “Onions” 
went over well as handled by her, 
but a strong special would have 
suited her delivery better. 

An Irish story which followed 
should be dropped immediately. For 
a repeat she gave an impression of 
one of her own cabaret girls sing- 
ing a pop song, clicking nicely, and 
for an encore she sang a colored 
boy’s “History of the U. S. A.” An- 
other unhappy selection. It was 
much too long and not modern. 

With the two rifts in her rou- 
tine repaired Miss Cunningham will 
find a definite place waiting for her 
in vaudeville. She has ¢ ppearance, 
personality and a knowledge of 
character delineation that is be- 
coming more and more rare now- 
adays. Her “Onions” sung in pure 
Yiddish was one of the high lights. 

They liked her immensely at the 
Palace spotted fourth. Con. 


MR. AND MRS. HARRY GIRARD 

and Co. (15) 

Choir Singing, Dancing 
20 Mins.; One and Three 
Riverside (St V) 

This act of 16, including Harry 
Girard conducting from the orches- 
tra pit, Orpheumed@ its way east 
from California, where the male 
member of the troupe is a singing 
teacher. The vocal ensemble of 15 
(14 girls and Mrs. Girard) are his 
pupils, 

Girard brings east a departure in 
vaudeville presentation. Eschew- 
ing an air of professionalism, his 
showmanship consists of intermit- 
tently facing his audience with an 
air of jovial good-fellowship, 
pardonably proud of his protegees. 





LOU TELLEGEN and Co (3) 
“His Bridal Night” (Comedy) 
16 Mins.; Full Stage 

Palace (St. V.) 


Edgar Allen Woolf wisely au- 
| thored a sketch which if it does 
| sothing else will capitalize Telle- 
gen’s rep as a great lover on and 
| off. The new playlet is draped 
around the story of a bachelor 
| (Mr. Tellegen) who is playing three 
lfrails at the same time, keeping 
them split out and satisfied until 
he is forced to become engaged to 
a millionaire’s daughter to secure 
money to save a pal from disgrace. 
The girls arrive singly to upbraid 
him about his forthcoming mar- 
riage, He assures each she is the 
only woman he ever loved and 
hides her away from the others. 


One is a divorcee, another a 
widow and the third, a chorus girl. 
As he is giving the last a replica 
of his famous kiss, the other two 
step out of adjoining rooms and 
catch him. He has given each a 
golden key to the apartment. One 
cooks him waffles for breakfast, 
one kidneys for lunch and the 
third, tripe for supper. 


He even talks his way out of this 
predicament by assuring them he 
has the blood of Don Juan and 
Casanova coursing through his 
veins and that women are so won- 
derful he can’t be satisfied with 
one. A phone call informs him his 
pal is out of trouble and the mar- 
riage is unnecessary. He leaves 
with his three sirens to celebrate, 
repeating a story of his war ex- 
ploits which he has told to each 
one in three different versions. 


The playlet sags at first but 
picks up after a few minutes and 
holds the interest until the fina) 
solution. 


The support is fair. Monita 
Gray’s chorus girl is out of bounds. 
Kathryn Butler as the widow who 
has murdered her first husband 
with half-cooked kidneys, for love 
of Count Bernay, will suffice for 
vaudeville. Margaret Booth as the 
divorcee was the most convincing. 

Woolf has fitted Tellegen’s limi- 
tations well. The dialog is not 
sparkling all the way but has a 
very fair average and it’s all up to 
‘current vaudeville standards which 
are as tall as a caterpillar’s beard. 

Con. 





“PARISIAN RED HEADS” (13) 
Girls’ Band and Specialties 
Swiss Garden, Cincinnati 

While booked for - week at Swiss 





The understanding is that what- 
ever favorable impression the as-: 
sorted 14 girls of various ages 
make is wholly te his credit for tu- 
toring and training. Most all are 
young and pleasing in ensemble. 

Girard is a middle-aged man of 
somewhat, imposing appearance, 
wearing pince-nez spectacles and 
wiclding a vocal director’s baton 
with which he is quite free in wav- 
ing and sharply exercising to indi- 
cate fortissimo or pianissimo as de- 
sired. He also essays a vocal solo 
in nice barytone. 

The girls are consistently in ab- 
breviated attire, although making 
a few changes for various ensem- 
bles. Towards the end, Mrs. Gir- 
ard, an uncertain soprano, enters 
for her session. 

It’s a different enough act in 
presentation and a question how the 


Garden, cafe, this attraction was 
created for presentations. It’s a 


.darb combination, with flash, pep, 


novelty and, more than all else, a 
girls’ band with something, 


Small stage and limited lighting 
effects at Swiss Garden naturally 
deprived the act of some of its 
colorfuf opportunities, yet it reg- 
istered. 

Whether by neture or due to the 
wig-maker’s art, all of the girls, 
save Betty Moore, baton wielder 
and mistress of ceremonies, sport 
sorrel tops. Betty, in velvet jacket 
and trousers, employs plenty smiles 
and lively hoofing in selling her 
end. The rest of the girls wear 
evening gowns of varied hues and 
have the appearance of refinement 
that goes with higher musical edu- 
cation, further indication of which 
is reflected by their individual and 





average neighborhood customers 
would accept this one. Maybe all 
right for the class houses. The re- 
action -here was spotty; some en- 
thusiastic, some bored. The bookers 
will have to keep the type of neigh- 
borhood in mind, Might do for pic- 
ture houses, Abel. 


JOSEPH DISKAY (1) 
Singing 
20 Mins.; One 
Orpheum, Los Angeles 

Joseph Diskay has had plenty of 
concert experience. He is a vocal- 
ist of the Continental school. After 
playing clubs and gaining im- 
mense popularity via the radio, he 
made his vodvil debut aided by 
Frank Konyi, pianist, in a class- 
fcal repertoire. It consists of one 
aria from an opera in Italian and 
“Night of Love” and “Song of 
Songs.” Knowing the volue of dra- 
matic rendition of musical compo- 
sitions, Diskay loses no time in 
dispensing his routine of six or 
60 numbers. His voice today is 
as clear, forceful and impressive 
as it was a number of years ago. 

Hither vaude or picture houses 
right now for the Hungarian tenor 
@hould be a setup, as he has built 
wp quite a following via two radio 
stations as weil as being able to 
count on some of his disc-admirers. 

No. 4, following a quiet bill, he 
stopped the show after 16 minutes 
and had to continue for another 
four. Ung. 


ensemble playng. 


Grace Brown, saxophonist, late 
of “Engenues” in vaude, clicks in 
two hoke dances. Gene Pierson 
solos to a big hand on the xylo- 
phone. Margaret Wheeler and Ruth 
Hutchins get in sweetly on the 
harps. Judy Fay, formerly with 
Paul Ash, playing melody on the 
ukelele, is sure-fire. Martha Trip- 
peer is pianiste and soprano prim. 
Claudia Peck is first fiddler, and 
how. 

This attraction is as hot as its 
name and should have no difficulty 
in attaining foremost rank as a 
girls’ band. Kolling. 





FOX and MAYBELLE 
Comedy and Song 

20 Mins.; Two (Special) 
City (V-P) 

Dutch comedian who has played 
around the country extensively. Has 
switched from male to flashy fe- 
male partner, who shows up rather 
well. : 

Fox's makeup consists of slightly 
reddened nose, wide trousers and 
college cut coat. Material, with ex- 
ception of one or two lines, is of 
historical vintage but may not 
have been spilled to Fox house 
audiences to date. Vocal) efforts are 
pleasing and account mainly for 
heavy applause. 

Fox has a well-trained comedy 
dialect now being wasted em poor 
stuff, 





TYLER MASON 
Blackface Monolog 
One 
5th Ave. (V-P) 

Tyler Mason appears to have too 
much assurance to be altogether 
new, and he removes his gloves at 


the finish to dispute the cork. It’s 
not required, 
Somewhere Mr. Mason must 


have seen a photo in costume of the 
late Honey Boy Evans. That and 
a cigar are all that recall Mr. 
Evans, although the lines otherwise 
of the chatter and songs go with the 
blackface, as did Mr. Evans’, al- 
though Evans’ were not the same 
as this. 
And when Mr. Mason asks the 
orchestra leader if his coat is too 
short and the leader answers yes, 
Mr. Mason shouldn't say, “It will 
be long when I get another.” The 
right answer is, “It will be long 
enough before I get another.” Un- 
important, of course, but merely 
proving that sometimes even a 
monologist’s best memory may slip. 
Mason has a voice suited to a pop 
vaude audience. They liked the voice 
at the 5th Ave. and some of them 
applauded lightly but sufficiently 
for two encores. Served ’em right. 
If Mr. Mason will get some talk 
that’s smart or bright and try for 
the mammy thing in song, placing 
80 per cent of the burden upon hjs 
singing, he should be able to play 
along wherever he has been play- 
ing. As a blackface talker and 
singer he'll be a while working 
himself into important notice unless 
securing a break through paying 
regular money to a corking writer. 
If not too late in the week when 
Mason may lamp this, he could 
profitably look and listen to Sinclair 
and LaMarr on the same bill, in- 
quiring of Miss Sinclair where she 
gets her fly dialog, how much she 
pays for it and when? Most of 
Mr. Mason's talk now, sounds as 
though he had made it up himself. 
es Sime. 
CHARLES DORNBERGER and 
His Victor Recording Orches- 
tra (10) 
26 Mins.; Full Stage 
Palace (Pcts), Washington, D. C. 


Coming into the east after quite 
a lapse of time, Charles Dorn- 
berger is presenting an entire new 
orchestra, an aggregation of musi- 
cians that can supply the hot stuff 
without blasting as well as ren- 
dering the sweet symphonic num- 
bers more than acceptably. 

With the regular routine con- 
siderably revised for the current 
engagement, the orchestra, placed 
as a part of a night club revue with 
constant interruptions for the ap- 
pearance of others, faces a hard 
assignment. That Dornberger could 
bring the attention back each time 
speaks well for his showmanship 
as well as the musicianship of the 
combination. 

Announced as “the new St. Louis 
Blues,” a special arrangement that 
could not be stronger on the hot 
angle, brought a strong finish even 
after two dancers had completely 
stopped everything just previously. 
Incidentally, the number gave a 
flash of what the personnel of the 
band has in reserve on its own as 
entertainers, 

Dornberger acted as master of 
ceremonies and did it well, also 
scoring in his sax solo, “Souvenir,” 
by Drdla. 

The orchestra is playing but two 
weeks for Loew now, here and at 
the Century, Baltimore, and then 


Million Dollar Pier, Atlantic City. 
A good buy for both picture and 
vaudeville houses. Meakin. 





WILDA BENNETT and Peppy De 
Albrew (8) 

Music and Dancing 

18 Mins.; Full Stage (Special) 
Palace (St. V) 

Wilda Bennett and Peppy De 
Albrew have learned considerable 
about vaudeville since they last 
appeared for one week at the Hip- 
podrome, New York. In the cur- 
rent act Miss Bennett isn’t singing 
and is confining herself strictly to 
dancing. 

Opposite the graceful De Albrew 
she does three routines, one a waltz, 
onestep, and the finish a tango in 
which Miss Bennett is quite a dish 
in a fetching black chantilly Span- 
ish costume. 

The pair have also added Carlos 
Corbian's Argentine Orchestra of 
seven, and Jose Moriche, tenor witha 
ventriloquial top note thai register- 
ed in “A Little Spanish Town,” sung 
in half and half English and Span- 
ish. A piano accordionist soloed to 
results also. 

Wilda is set with Peppy in her 
new act. She is a beautiful girl 
and a graceful dancer, possessing 
about the same qualities that ponu- 
larized Irene Castile. Con. 





opens for quite a stay at Young’s 


PALACE 


(8t. Vaude) 
Batting order had been well 
shaken up after the matinee and the 
Palace layout played like a real big 
league bill at night. 


After the scramble Burns and 
Allen had been switched from third 
down to second after intermission; 
Lou Tellegen had moved from 
fourth to third; Wilda Bennett had 
switched from closing the first half 
to opening the second half; and 
Coram, ventriloquist, moved up 
from opening the second half to 
closing the first half. Outside of 
that, no switches. 


Elsie Janis, holding over for her 
second week, was again the out- 
standing hit. She used the same 
impressions as last week, but 
changed songs. She had to do a 
full act, running to a speech and 
then being pulled out for her dance. 
If she hadn't alibied and introduced 
the closing act, Paul Bros., they 
would have played to the ushers, for 
Elsie held the rostrum from 10:30 
until after 11. What an artist. 
After looking at synthetic vaude- 
ville for a season, she’s like a trip 
to the distillery. 

Another outstander was Coram, 
who has become as American as 
Elmer Gantry. The Englishman is 
now doing straight gagging and has 
picked up enough American slang 
to make his cross-fire sound legiti- 
mate enough for 47th street. His 
new stunts are an alphabet routine, 
and very nice, too, a duolog with 
the dummy in which the Peter Pep- 
per picked a peck of pickled peppers 
is used to illustrate voice control, 
ete. The peasants ate it up and 
applauded heavy. Coram goes back 
to England in a few weeks, but 
he’s a pipe on this side, as often as 
he cares to come. He copped the 
outstanding hit of the first half of 
the bill. 


Mme. Ella Bradna opened the eve- 
ning in her beautiful high school 
and trained dog act. Assisted by 
four males in clown attire, the 
madam works two beautiful trained 
gee-gees in a graceful equestrienne 
routine and then the dogs do their 
stuff. Her finish is a pretty picture, 
with the rider seated in a carriage 
surrounded by her dogs and pigeons. 
It’s a flash sight act and could have 
gone down later. 


Reed and Duthers goaled them 
and ran to a speech in the deuce 
position with the snappiest routine 
of tap dancing seen at the Palace 
this season. These kids have made 
the grade fast and are putting out 
a sweet routine. The boys wear 
clothes well in addition. They 
breezed all the way. 

Lou Tellegen (New Acts) next 
fluttered the females in “His Bridal 
Night,” new sketch by Edgar Allan 
Woolf. Woolf has capitalized the 
great lover rep of Tellegen in the 
new turn. 

Cecil Cunningham (New Acts), 
back in vaudeville after a long ab- 
sence, went heavy, following. Miss 
Cunningham looked immense and 
finished impressively. Her routine 





“REVUE FANTASY” (9) 
Dances and Songs 

12 Mins.; Three 

State (V-P) 


An attractive special curtain 
holding the figure of a girl looking 
at a program, gives the sequence 
of the three scenes in this so0- 
called revue by means of illumin- 
ated letters. The first scene is “The 
Enchanted Garden,” next a Swiss 
barometer, and lastly “Sunset.” 


The first two named sections are 
in “three” or full stage. Warblers 
prelude the dancing of the minuette, 
seen behind a grille. The feature 
of the first part is the work of 
Nicholas Casa and Elsie Lehn, 
adagio dancers and excellent work- 
ers. For a time they gyrate upon 
a glass platform, with the lighting 
from below. The Swiss bit is more 
a cover for the concluding Dit, 
though the team work well in an- 
other type of dancing. 


For “Sunset” there is a vocal 
quartet which furnished pleasant 
harmony and doubtless for picture 
houses the songsters will do more. 
Sammy Krevoff suddenly appeared 
with a ene-foot spinning exhibition 
that won him the applause honors 
of the act. A dancing finish found 
the curtain. 


“Revue Fantasy” is well lighted 
and doubtless framed for picture 
houses of the major class. It will 
do nicely there or in vaudeville for 
it is a song and dance flash. 

Idee. 





ROSE and JARMEN 
Dancing 

12 Mins.; One 

City (V-P) 

Average two-spot hoofers with 
nothing in the way of novelty. Put 
their stuff over neatly, bow with 
becoming modesty to the brief 
spatter of applause and disappear. 

Register in the negative for any- 
thing better than small time with 
present material. 
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isn’t quite set, but it clicked all the 
way here. 

Wilda Bennett and Peppy de Al- 
brew (New Acts) opened the second 
half. They found no rough spots 
and closed to heavy returns, also 
flowers. 

Burns and Allen next mopped up, 
The pair had been moved down and 
deserved the journey. They have 
a gagging routine worked out along 
the lines popularized by Ryan and 
Lee and also sing and dance. The 
girl has developed into one of the 
cleverest character comediennes in 
vaudeville, and Burns has smoothed 
out into an excellent feeder. They 
have gained assurance and finesse 
and are ready for the fastest com- 
pany. 

Had the Palace bunch eating out 
of their hands after the opening 
fag and never lost them. Material 
is credited to Al Boasberg. Some 
of it is and some if it isn’t, but 
Boasberg wrote the original act, the 
skeleton of which remains. The 
dizzy stuff is sure fire and handled 
in sure fire style by the girl. The 
pair dance well, and have two neat 
routines inserted. The finish is a 
funny and original bit in which 
they both do a break and finish on 
the wrong foot, finally giving it up 
in disgust. A real vaudeville turn 
and took one of the hits of the bilL 

Paul Bros. battled against over- 
whelming odds and partially suc- 
ceeded in checking the exit rush in 
the closing spot. It’s an excellent 
perch combo and deserved a better 
fate. Con. 





STATE 


(Vaude-Picts) 

They were standing up early 
Monday night, and patrons still 
fringed the rear when the vaude 
was nearly over. A big percentage 
of the audience remained for the 
feature film, ‘“‘The Show,” with John 
Gilbert, Rene Adoree and Lionel 
Barrymore. 


Eva Puck and Sammy White head- 
lined a bill that was good enough 
but not punchy. The team has been 
going it in legitimate for some time. 
Recently they closed with “The Girl 
Friend,” in which they were finan- 
cially interested, and Loew got ’em 
by paying their salary. They really 
opened with the theme number from 
the show. Their best laugh was in 
the more or less familiar marital 
scrapping bit, when Miss Puck 
cried: “I want to love you, but 
you’re never home,” The grotesque 
dancing of White registered, as it 
always does, 

Mike Ames, the University of 
Michigan female impersonator who 
gave up studying engineering for 
the stage, made a very good No. 4. 
Rather neat way he has of intro- 
ducing himself, first appearing in 
civies, then running a short film 
picturing him dolled up in fancy 
feminine stage costumes while he 
changed to his first personal show- 
ing. He seems to have the form 
feminine o. k. and gestures, with a 
girl’s grace. As to voice he is not 
so forte, but there is no attempt to 
deceive. Ames looked especially 
nifty in a jet evening frock, also 
in a Spanish outfit. The encore bit 
as a present-day flapper, without 
wig, looked like the real thing. 


Quite a dance flash was made by 
the Revue Fantasy (New Acts), 
which closed the show. Fred Pi- 
sano and Jack Landauer, the wop 
and Swede, went over in third spot, 
It is a repeat for them at the State, 
but they got away with it easily. 
Pisano shot across a Peaches 
Browning gag: “No dough, de oh do 
de oh do,” that should have landed 
better than it did. 


Myrtle Boland, who has broadcast 
from many stations, took care of 
No. 2, rating herself as the melody 
maid. Miss Boland is using pop 
numbers, but builds them up with 
talk of introductory lyrics before 
the choruses. She did best with 
that style of number with “Just 
Around the Corner” and “Mary 
Lou.” The latter was somewhat 
dramatic, well done, and it earned 
her an encore. Kay, Hamlin and 
Kay, three-man casting act, opened, 
with the clown getting attention. 

Ibee. 


RIVERSIDE 


(St. Vaude) 

A whale of a laugh show, and 
doubtful if it can be topped or even 
parred by any contemporary K-A 
layout around town this week, the 
Palace included. 

The excellent impression is 
wholly to the credit of the last three 
acts comprising the last half, more 
than substantially offsetting a 
couple of negative entries in the 
first stanza. For all the tepidness 
of Mr. and Mrs. Harry Girard and 
Co. (New Acts) or the frank bore- 
dom of Kaufman and Kaufman, No. 
2, the three solid comedy howls that 
punctuated the bill made up for any 
shortcomings. 

With Joe Smith and Charles Dale, 
supported by Frank J. Corbett and 
Ben Bernard as the now Avon Com- 
edy Four, the show was assured one 
solid wow. The “Hungarian Rhap- 
sody” and Dr. Kronkhite scenes 
registered solidly, and despite the 
general familiarity of theme and 
lines, the returns seemed greater 
than ever. This is an act that mel- 
lows with the advancing seasons 
and still is a sure-fire comedy 
smash. Smith and Dale should for- 
eet all about librettists and “Vani- 
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ties” and care nought about the 
glory of productions if that’s a 
sample of their consistent impres- 
sion. Monday night's laugh score 
probably equaled their gross for a 
week in “Vanities,” as much a com- 
pliment to their standard vehicle as 
a refiection on the Carroll revue's 
authors. 

Reopening the second half was a 
distinctive comedy entry, Naughton 
and Gold, British funsters. They are 
intelligent performers obviously, 
quick to take advantage of the usual 
locals for native consumption. In- 
cidentally, they're drawing 


the adjacent attendance. 


Edith Clifford broke up the male 
comedy wows with her own type of 
The comedienne has 
been richly outfitted with restricted 


vocal comedy. 


song material by Roy Ingraham and 
Bryan Foy. It is almost actor- 
proof. Miss Clifford 


not a 
few British customers, according to 


knows her 
groceries in sellings the lyrics, and 


{ 
| Although his singing seemed to | 


| stand up here, so much so it might 
suggest he sing only and stop talk- 
ing, unless with better talk. 

Fair attendance Monday evening. 

Another contest announced for 
April 11. To make it look genuine 
the announcer mentioned three peo- 
ple are now professionals who had 
|}appeared on the Sth Avenue stage 
;as amateurs. He neglected to men- 
| tion how many amateurs the 5th 
| Avenue had suffered for and over. 

Feature picture, “Sensation Seek- 
ers.” 

At the State Monday night Ibee 
sat through the vaudeville show and 
picture, too. What that guy must 
have been thinking of! Sime. 


HIPPODROME 


(Vaude-Picts) 


Improved attendance Monday 


she made her 15 minutes stand up | 2!sht to be attributed to the pres- 


and out. 
The first stanza was not so hap- 
pily gaited. 


matter. 
that depariment alone. 


Kaufman and Kaufman (not to 


Ed and Jennie Rooney 
opened well enough with the double e 
trapeze stuff. The woman is above ati a oan 
par on puichritude among dumb] 2113) Pa 
acts, or others not so dumb, for that . 
She heips sell the turn in 


revue production. Chaz Chase con- 
tributed substantially to the comedy 
which, except for 
items, was typically 
Short on women, the 
Rooney-Bent display of plump 
Squabs. being figured sufficient for 
this detail. Weakness of the show, 


be confused with Irving and Jack |** usual, in the feature, a nonde- 


Kaufman, despite that radio open- 


script polite comedy-farce-knock- 


ing) were slow in the deuce. The about smear from the P. D. C. fac- 


boys tried hard enough, but proved | 1: 
wearing too 


painfully unfunny, 
much ok the audience's patience. 
The other Kaufmans are standard 


Sylvia Loyal and Co., mixed «ni- 
mal animal and gymnastic turn, 
opened, Act has nice setting. In- 


radio and record artists, hence the troductory parade, with girl in ham- 


distinction, 


mock, which later turns out to be 


As bright a one-act comedy as a slack wire for her brief feats. 


has been seen around in the varie- 


Best is the use of dogs and pidgeons 


ties is “Almost Single,” by C. H.|!@ Spectacular effects, the doves fly- 


O'Donnell, played _ mer eam ie flocking into a dovecote or coming 


O'Donnell and Co. 


ing to perches on the pups’ heads, 


done excellently and gets plenty. |*® "est upon the shoulders of the 


It’s a slice of domestic life on the girl. 


She also juggles hats briefly 


. : d gives bits of other specialities. 
half shell, humorously presented in | 224 “ 
somewhat broad fashion, although Brisk, sightly opener. . 


consistently faithful. 


Mme. Pompadour is a single wom- 


Came Trahan and Wallace (Al|®" Singing a routine of operatic 


and Vesta), and proved that some- ’ 
body around the K-A booking floor tne Pesaaa oo 4 
knows a good act when it sees one. ompadour style, 


numbers in a high and singularly 
She dresses in 
with hoop 


T-W are understood to be under | Skirts and high, powdered wig, mak- 


one of those three-year contracts; 
K-A should padlock them. 
a long time since straight vaude- 
ville wished itself inte such a com- 


’ edy classic. 
/ Mr. and Mrs. Harry Girard and | the instrument. 


ing a _ satisfactory | picture. Got 


It’s been |2¥@8Y to a good applause finish by 


taht old vaudeville trick of pre- 
tending to play a violin and hum- 


Simple turn, sim- 


Co. (New Acts) closed the first half. | Ply and satisfactorily handled. 


y Warren and O’Brien are another 
Show good; bie bad. Ave. \act who mix things up. They are’ 
almost acrobats, almost dialect 

5TH AVE. comedians and almost specialty 
dancers, but yet none of these 

(Vaude-Pcts) things outright. Their comedy is 


-—Monday evening the bill was a 
Yost over before it started at the 
6th Avenue. “Sinclair and LaMarr |2Fomptly and frankly, 
did it with rattling chatter that’s 
still sailing, most of it. The girls 
take a couple of chances, but get 
away, although the wet spot on the 


bathing suit is out. 


Whoever wrote their stuff should 


n - ing a capital step in a complete 
be billed so the girls wouldn't be/ pirouette instead of the foot-over- 


foot movement.- They also have an 
acrobatic buck and wing that was 
an applause getter near the end of 
the act. The shorter comedian has 
a bit of “Dutch” dialect talk, not 
badly done for a turn of the sort, 
hoofer dialect talk being ordinarily 


eredited as too smart. They are in 
“one” before an Atlantic City drop, 
and carry a male excess for a line. 
It might be funnier to try a stage 
hand. 

After them and closing the vaude 
was Nicola, illusionist. From Nico- 
la’s remarks about escaping from a 
strait-jacket ia front of the theatre 


heavy on small-time knock- 


a cue to their style. 
is best, especially an acrobatie rou- 
tine, with one of the men introduc- 


pretty morbid. 
Chaz Chase enlivened things for 


Tuesday, he must be working on the | his 12 minutes or so. Here is a pan- 
outside, and his inside stuff calls for|tomimic comedian in the Joe Jack- 


something extra. 


For his informa-j|son class, although working a dif- 


ence of Rooney and Bent in their 


ming the air in the vibrant note of 


about. They/ get into their stuff 
with the 
comic appearing in travesty prima 
donna get-up. Later both men wear 
chorus girl work rompers, which is 
Their dancing 


clever footwork that put them over 
| strong. 

Olive Brisco and Al 
enhanced the comedy salient in fol- 
low-up with snappy repartee and 
with Rauh’s boob doing the usual 
service in sewing them up. Miss 


——w 


numbers adequately and harmonized 
| with Rath to good returns. 

| George Broadhurst, back from 
| burlesque, and supported by two fel- 
| lows and a girl, registered heavily 
|with burlesque bits and dancing. 
|The Broadhurst turn is practically 
|the same as when the comic was 
|}last around except for having un- 
| dergone the pruning process. That 
gets the comic down to business 
more speedily than before. 


Broadhurst as an~ inebriated 
chump falls into a gyp night club 
and grabs his early laughs through 
paraphrasing confab of a mixed 
couple and interspersing the usual 
wisecracks. 


The girl fires over a snappy vocal 
with Broadhurst beating a rhythmic 
tatoo on plates and glasses with 
spoons. It seemed a novelty for 
those in but he has done it pre- 
viously in burlesque. His souse 
dance was also another factor in 
planting the act for an out-and-out 
show stopper. 

Healy, Reynolds “and Saxton, 
mixed trio, cut loose with slapstick 
hokum that also panicked. The 
travesty on jazz bands, eccentric 
make-up of the comic and nifty 
dancing of the fem member of the 
trio set them pretty for one of the 
hits of the bill. 

Jock McKay, comical Scot, back 
after several years abroad but stilb 
doing practically his old routine held 
next to shut nicely. Some of Mt- 
Kay’s chatter would make a Mu- 
tual wheel comic seem like an evan- 
gelist, but the “bluer” he got the 
better this mob liked it. As if the 
preceding cracks were not sufficient 
McKay encored with a_ ukelele 
number that, was a pip for double 
entendre but which also was em- 
braced with open arms. Jack ran 
Broadhurst a close race for show 
stopper honors but finished second 
at this session. 

Selbini and Albert closed with a 
novelty offering, including instru- 
mentals, acrobatics and cycling that 
won meritorious response. 

“The Scarlet Letter” (M-G-M) 
followed. 








bill with plenty of entertainment 
and one of the neatest caught at 
this house this season. Edba. 


TIVOLI, CHICAGO 


<{Continued from page 25) 


And it looks like coin. More coin 
laid out than the four-a-day 
“grinds” take in. Money begets 
money. The Tivoli was packed ona 
Monday night. 

So much for that—an epitaph on 
vaudeville in Chicago, a city in 
which vaudeville has become a mere 
word, 

“Venetian Glass,” Publix preser- 
tation, started the show strong. 
It was reviewed in New York and 
has not changed since then. Its re- 
action on the audience here was 
favorable, Beautiful eye stuff; it 
would bring out the artistic sense 
in an usher. 

Regular house stage show, with 
the Bennie Krueger band and a raft 
of specialties, titled “Follies of 1927” 
(Presentations), followed a _ short 





| Briscoe handled a couple of comedy | 


' 


i 


Rauh also 


| 





From all slants a well balanced | 
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This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago 
Variety takes no credit for these news items; 
each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 
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NEW YORK 


Federal Judge Moscowitz has 
signed 15 padlock decrees for pe- 
riods of from 4 to 12 months in 
Brooklyn. 


— -——_- 


March 30 is the day set by Judge 
Thomas B. Thacher for the hearing 
in Federal court of the contempt 
charge against Texas Guinan. 





The Brandt's Theatre Enterprises 
of Brooklyn have purchased the 
Terminal theatre at Fourth avenue 
and Dean street, Brooklyn, for 
$500,000 from Small & Strausberg. 





The Theatre Club, composed of 
600 women, held its sixteenth anni- 
versary luncheon and entertainment 
at the Hotel Astor March 22. tob- 
ert Emmet Sherwood was guest of 
honor, 





Margaret Anglin, actress, re- 
ceived the Laetere Medal of Notre 
Dame University for her services to 
dramatic art. 





- Three hundred departed safely 
from the Strand theatre, Trenton, 
N. J., when the film became jammed 
in the machine and took fire. 





Alice Szapira, 22 years old, who 
says she is an actress, was placed 
on trial on two indictments charg- 
ing manslaughter in the second de- 
gree. Two little boys were killed 
by her automobile. 





The American Academy of Arts 
and Letters will award Edith 
Wynne Matthison, actress, with its 
gold medal for good diction on the 
stage. Miss Matthison is the sec- 
ond person to receive the medal 
since February, 1925, when it was 
awarded to Walter Hampden. 





Shroder & Koppel purchased the 
home of Blanche Bates, actress, at 
105 Kast 39th street. 





Fox las issued its statement for 
nine months ended Sept. 30, 1926, 
showing net income of $2,572,936, 
= taxes and charges were set- 





Judge Levine denied separate 
trials for John Cort and Clarence 
William Morganstern, producers of 
“Sex.” They will be tried with 24 
others associated with the play. 





Austin Strong, author of “Seventh 
Heaven,” will sail for Budapest on 
April 23 to be present at the pre- 
miere of “The Lady of Forty-two 
Romances,” which he has written. 





Fire which started in the pro- 
jection room of the Lyric theatre, 
Third avenue and 180th street, the 
Bronx, sent an audience of 200 out. 
None was hurt. 





a 


Ventura and Rosa Raisa’s maid, Ida 
Boci. 





“Judy,” headed by Queenie Smith 
and Charles Purcell, is set for the 
Studebaker Easter week. 





Mildred Harris will share in the 
estate of her father, the late Harry 
R. Harris, killed in a taxicab acci- 
dent in 1924. Harris left no will, 
disposal of the estate being left to 
decision of the Probate Court. Prin- 
cipal item is the $1,000 claim grant- 
ed by the Checker Cab Co, at Har- 
ris’ death, Two sisters of the dead 
man live in Chicago and probably 
will share with the daughter. 








Thomas Kelly, proprietor South 
tnd Club, and’ Julius Berg, walter, 
are held for Federal jury under 
bonds of $1,000 each. The club was 
raided by prohibition agents, who 
testified they were served liquor in 
the place at $1 a drink. 





State Attorney’s office indicted 
14, one a woman, for operating slot 
machines. 





“The Vagabond King” closes at 
the Great Northern April 9. “The 
Nightingale” follows the 17th, 





A huge picture projector has been 
perfected by the General Electric 
Co. The projector will throw pic- 
tures in the air, clouds to be used 
as screens. 





Norma Wasser, 20, actress, re- 
fused to reveal a motive after swal- 
lowing poison. At Columbus hos- 
pital it was said she will recover. 
Until recently the girl lived at the 
North Park Hotel. 





Jean DeLaunay, recently chef at 
the Blackstone Hotel and the Opera 
Club here, will open a cafe of his 
own on Lake Shore drive. 





Three women bootleggéers were 
arrested while peddling the alco- 
holic contents of suitcases to sail- 
ors at the gates of Great Lakes 
naval station. Laura Hegenez, 
Mary Simons and Pearl Cooke are 
the names, 


LOS ANGELES 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

An action by Gerard de Merveaux, 
French fencing master, against J. 
Stuart Blackton, picture director, 
continued all last week before Su- 
perior Court Judge Walter 8. Gates. 
Merveaux is asking $25,000 damages, 
charging that on April 9, 1925, he 
was horsewhipped by the director. 

Attorneys for Blackton sought to 
besmirch Merveaux’s character by a 
series of charges and insinuations 
that the swordsman had attempted 
to extort money, had planned to 
kidnap Virginia Blackton, the direc- 
tor’s 16-year-old daughter, and was 
unbalanced mentally. 

Merveaux on the witness stand 











CHICAGO 


testified that as a result of the pub- 
tion, inthe dime museums they are] ferent line, more on the order of | 24 the news reel. Pp 





exposing the Indian basket trick by 


Toto. He gets a capital entrance 


paying 10 cents extra for the priv-]in his grotesque semi-tramp make- 


ilege. Accordingly, if 


Nicola is|up on a dirge-like introduction by 


sticking to the th Avenue type of} the orchestra for a surprise. He 
house he will play before many of | gets into the silent comedy prompt- 
the summer imus®umgoers, and thatjly with a cigaret-chewing trick, 
basket trick can take the air. A|goes into the business of eating 


couple of the others are more mys- 


matches, then his stiff shirt front 


tifying, although one of those is of ]#nd finally a trick violin handed up 


: ssi 4 1 “stretch- from the pit. 
eee See Se greens turnAs his dancing, made laughable 
from the fact that his trousers are 
not only wide but long enough to 
Closely 


ing” trick. It’s so well 


among magicians that to do an im- 
possible trick is to say it's a trick : 
Nicola | hang 


and stop the thinking. 


But the trick of the 


below his shoes. 


should try to avoid that. It’s knitted comedy act, rich in expert 


all right to wonder how it’s done, showmanship. 


but not so good to wonder why it's} Pill next to closing. 


done. 


Best thing about Nicola is that 


The Rooney and Bent, assisted by 
Pat 3d—and how—was a repetition 


Specialty hit of the 


Krueger switches weekly from 
the Tivoli to the Uptown. At the 
former theatre he has become a 
genuine draw, especially with the 
gals. Situation presumably the 
same on the north side, Bennie is 
first a musician, then an actor. He 
plays any instrument as well as any 
given man in his orchestra. Krueger 
never misses with his saxophone, 
piano or violin, though he does muff 
his lines. Still, he’s young but has 
looks and personality and has im- 
proved appreciably over the master 
of ceremonies he was four or five 
months ago. 

The presentation held Rita Owin, 
Lang and Voelk, Williams and Ross, 
Roy Smeck and two staff songsters, 


Frances Thompson has filed suit 
for $50,000 against the Hotel Con- 
gress Co, because, she says, two 
employes of the hostelry forcibly 
prevented her from visiting a friend 
who was a guest there. 





Eva Wright, 134 North Cicero 
avenue, dance hall “instructress,” 
was arrested in the company of two 
alleged robbers when police found 
a quantity of stolen drug store sup- 
plies in the car in which they were 
riding. The girl said she accepted 
the men's offer to take her home. 





The Minturn-Central is dark, 
“One Man’s Woman” having com- 
pleted a freak run of six months, 





licity in connection with the horse- 
whipping incident he found the 
doors of Hollywood homes closed in 
his face and his means of support 
as a fencing instructor shut off. 
Merveaux made several veiled 
references to a note he alleged\to 
have received from Mrs. Blackton 
which he hinted was the cause of 
the horsewhipping incident. This 
note was in the form of several 
words scribbled on the edge of a 
newspaper. The defense claimed 
these words were a translation of a 
Spanish song made by Merveaux 
from a phonograph record and 
copied down by Mrs. Blackton, The 
latter was not in court, but wired 
from New York an explanation to 


that effect. 
: ape = ' ‘lof the “Old Home” week this vet- | Joey Stoole and Bobby Allen, Beat ‘ 
a een he age wage Bad — eran pair have enjoyed about town. | that for 60c. or a buck! — A new type of Pullman car, for] 4, os ae ee ie 
aan wts H hee nd gpl son thea Bright and slightly little production Orchids and Ermine,” picture, | sleeper jumps only, will be placed in 


Two girl assistants look well. Ni- 
cola himself is remarkable for a lot 


running nearly 40 minutes, and 
making the show both on the stage 


and accountable as part of the draw 
on the Colleen Moore name. 





service on the Michigan *Central 
between Chicago and Detroit, and 


ination Merveaux cried out, “I am a 
gentleman and not a blackmailer.”’ 


Fe Leis Later Merveaux became hysterical 

the Pennsylvania ¢ . & O., 1 
mostly himself, but does it all rather ond at the Sex office. Rush. hetireen Chica po ms Washinton under the gruelling questioning. The 
well and ee oe a ait AHEAD AND BACK this week. The new car contains 14 ee as Poekcnn nee 
eign accent. e’s built up a pretty sinaie bedrcoms with atattenne : . rain his 
Sa gum akens Uaalaen a ae Oe AMERICAN ROOF gle bedros i y 


and should be careful not to lose it. 
His outside work often has started 
panics with the opposition houses. 


Opening were Vivian and Walters 
Furnam 


not caught, followed by 
and Evans, a two-mixed act in No. 


2 that will be fortunate to hold that 
spot on any kind of time unless 
now 


bracing up their turn. It 


(Vaude-Pcts) 

Plenty of comedy on the first half 
show with five of the seven acts 
carded displaying laughing material 
and the remaining two also packing 
less potent comedy wallops. ; 

Another packed house doubly re- 
markable for Monday and Lent, with 
little support figured for the screen 


sounds like the two mixed teams of | feature, Lillian Gish in “The Scarlet 


Harry B. Nelmes, treasurer of the 
Belmont, New York, which is dark, 
is company manager with “The 
Pirates of Penzance.” 

Clarence Taylor, press represen- 
tative, Gustav Bloom enterprises. 

Mare Lachman, press work for 
“Yours Truly” (Gene Buck). 

3ernard Sobel, general press rep- 





beds of standard length and cannot 
be made up into a day chair car. 
Cora McNeal, 18, who said she Is 
a cabaret entertainer without men- 
tioning the cabaret, had the Shef- 
field avenue police aroused by a 





story about an unknown man forc- 
ing his way into her room at 610 
Briar place and strangling and 


composure, 

After much evidence had been of- 
fered by a series of witnesses it was 
still vague as to the exact position 
in the Blackton household Merveaux 
held prior to the horsewhipping. He 
claimed he was a guest on salary to 
teach Blackton's daughters swords- 
manship. It was brought out that 
he ate in the kitchen and not with 


resentative for A. L. Erlanger; | slugging her, but who later ad-| the family. 
15 years ago did and the same style | Letter,” through two previous re- | Sobel is now in Europe looking over | mitted her bruises were the result t rs sar Panag rrage gn a 
of songs. leases at pop prices following its| shows for A. L. jof a mutual fight between her and oy Seortae « had admitted being 
» Eddie Pardo is back with his gar-|long run at the Central on Broad- Horace Mortimer goes ahead and | ® Mr. Markham, with whom she |‘ ate t pte rit 4 ‘. 4 1 ae 
den set act, with Gloria Archer fea- | way. ‘ ‘ |had made the rounds of south side |® thief and describe oe 


tured and a couple of other girls. 


The turn commences when Eddie] quate start from the opener, Toney | 


sings after that. It rfeds strength- 
ening in the early portion. 
carried it over at the finish and 
nicely. 


around New York if there are 


The giggle department got ade- 


and George, male balancers, who 


Pardo | grabbed laughs on the comic’s stroll- 


on and the comedy stalis of the pair 
before getting down to their bal- 


then stays back with the special 
company of “Broadway” opening at 
| the Cass, Detroit, April 17, for a 
; run, 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 





Frederick C. Schanberger, Jr., 





whisper lows. Police are holding 
the girl pending word from her 
parents in Ziegler, Il. 

Four members of the Chicago 
Civic Opera Co. were among the 129 





master’s reputation in Hollywood as 
“bad.” McLaglen, who is English, 
testified that at one time he was 
chief of police in Bagdad during the 
military occupation of that city. 
Blackton did not deny the assault, 





| tion 


Tyler Mason (New Acts) is 4/ancing and gymnastics. (has closed a deal with Edwin| Persons taking oath of allegiance to but — ei fers ye o — 

; ‘ singe ‘ . P fer . the United States in naturalization | described the whip used 4s a child's 

: blackface singer and talker who Chester and De Vere, colored | Knopf whereby a dramatic stock i nat t toy, Thies differed from the seabtin- 
should do very well at matinees] chaps, next, also contributed an es- proceedings before Judge Cliffe, | *?-- ; ; 





@pough children in the audience. 


sence of comedy in their singing and 
jdancing routine, 





but it was the 


| company will open at the Audito- 
rium, Baltimore, May % 


bask. 


They are: Attico Bernabini, violin- 
Vittorio Trevisan, Lodvvice 


given by Merveaux, 
(Continued on page 62) 
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FOX OFFERS OLSEN 6 


WEEK RUN AT HOUSE! 


Otherwise Eddie Cantor May 
Fill in for Week—Cantor’s 


Tonsils Out 
Eddie Cantor is remaining east | 
until April 16, when his second F. P. | 


picture, “Special Delivery,” opens at | 
the Paramount, New York. The 
comedian will make personal ap- 
pearances the opening day and then 
return to the coast. 

Cantor got out of the New York 
Eye and Ear Infirmary, New York, 
this week, following an operation 
for the removal of his tonsils. He 
will rest in Atlantic City for a 
couple of weeks unless pressed 
into service at Fox's, Philadelphia, 
April 5. 

The circumstances depend on 
George Olsen's acceptance of Fox’s 
offer for a six weeks’ stay at their 
Philly house. Olsen is holding over 
this week at $4,000 a week, having 
turned down a three-week stay. 
Since then, on the strength of the 
business, Fox has offered Olsen a 
six weeks’ run and the April 5 date 
is the only hitch. That falls on 
Tuesday and marks the orchestra 
leader's first radio performance on 
his new Stromberg-Carlson Tele- 
phone Mfg. Co. contract via the 
WJZ network. 

If a direct wire broadcast cannot 
be arranged from Philadelphia to 
New York, and thence for re-broad- 
casting, it will mean that the Ol- 
senites will have to forego their last 
two shows in Philadelphia on Tues- 
day. Cantor has agreed to step in 
and substitute for his protege if 
that is agreeable to the Fox people, 
of which there is no doubt. 

All this is contingent on Olsen’s 
decision to stay more than two 
weeks at Fox’s, Philadelphia. 


Cannefax Benefit Sunday 


A committee of Friars are giv- 
ing a benefit performance Sunday 
night (April 3) at the Ambassador, 
New York, for Bob Cannefax. 

Bob is the former 3-cushion bil- 
liard champion. He is ill in Ari- 
zona, where he has been for some 
time. 

One of the strongest benefit bills 
announced for some time is listed 
for the stage entertainment. Tick- 
ets are available at the Friars’ 
Club, 110 West 48th street, or at 
the Ambassador, 


Imhoff on Pan Time? 


Another standard vaude turn may 
be induced to leave the straight cir- 
cuits by Pantages. The Roger Im- 
hof act is reported considering a 
Pan offer. 

Imhof has been a steady eastern 
player without having gone west for 
the past three years. He is said to 
have passed up Orpheum offers. 














West as Fox Comedian 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Arthur West, formerly with pro- 
ductions in New York, is a picture 
actor. 
Fox has him under contract and 
he is now playing a comedy role 
in “Two Girls Wanted.” 


Elizabeth Hines, 1st Time 


Elizabeth Hines is adventuring 
into vaude, for the first time, under 
the direction of Charles Morrison. 

In support of Miss Hines will be 
Snow and Columbus, dancers. 








NONETTE BACK HOME 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Nonette, who formerly did a 
vaudeville single, has returned to 
her ,home after three months’ ill- 
ness in the Hollywood Hospital 
from an attack of influenza. 
After recuperation it is likely she 
will play vaude engagements. 





ANN LUTHER’S PLAYLET 


Ann Luther, pictures, will make 
her vaude debut shortly in “The 
Settlement.” by Tommy Swift. 

Wilfred Lytell will appear in sup- 
port of the sereen actress, 

Lew Fields Stages Act 

Dewey and Gold of “The Girl 
Friend” have been booked by the 
Keith-Albee Circuit in an “office” 
turn. . 

John Schultz handled the ar- 


ranyements. Lew 
Staged the turn. 


Fields wrote and 





‘Variety’s’ Story in | 
Keith-Albee Houses 


Syracuse, N. _s March 29. 





At the local Keith's is being 
handed to patrons the leaflet 
given out in the Keith-Aibee 
houses shortly after Variety 
printed its story of E. F. Albee 
linking his name with that of 


| a A the circuit’s 
title. 


Variety printed the story in 


Keith's on 


its issue of Dec. 24, 1924. It 
was shortly thereafter re- 
printed by K.-A. in folder 


form and sent to all of the 
circuit's theatres for distribu- 
tion. 

The leaflet above a picture 
of Albee, reads: 

“*Variety’ Pays Tribute to 
Keith Head.” 


ILL. BILL AGAINST 
ANIMALS ON STAGES 


Seemingly Aimed for Racing 
Dog Tracks—Drama and 
Outdoors Included 














Springfield, Ill., March 29. 
Performers whose meal ticket 
hinges on the antics of a trained 
dog, birds, seals or other animals 
will be out of luck in Illinois if a 
bill introduced in the state senate 


by Senator John Denvir, Chicago, 
becomes a law. The bill prohibits 
the use of dumb animals in vaude- 
ville,, public performances and 
pleasure resorts. 

Three fracks where dog racing is 
in vogue, Crete, Riverside and East 
St. Louis, would be put out of bus- 
iness by the bill. 

Theatres showing indecent plays 
are placed under a state ban by 
the provisions of a bill offered by 
Senator Roy C. Woods, Chicago, It 
provides that upon application to 
the state’s attorney, a cummission 
of five persons may be named to 
witness a play, and if it is found 
to be indecent the show house may 
be closed by injunction for one year, 
but owners of the building are 
given permission to reopen the 
building by abating the nuisance 
and giving a suitable bond. 

The bill is practically the same 
as the Adams act passed many 
years ago and directed against 
dramshops. 

Senator Denvir, continuing his 
introduction of reform measures, 
introduced a bill that prohibits cane 
racks, punch boards, knife racks 
and other forms of gambling usually 
seen in connection with carnivals 
and county fairs. 





K-A’S WEST, MORE HOUSES 


Expected Humphrey Will Book More 
Houses Than Association 








Chicago, March 29. 

It seems probable that the Keith- 
Albee Western booking agency here, 
under the direction of Tink Humph- 
rey, will book more time next sea- 
son than the Association. 

K-A local has taken over some of 
the southern Wilmer & Vincent the- 
atres, removing them from the 
agency’s New York offices. 

From present outlook Humphrey 
will have at least 14 weeks with the 
commencement of the new season. 





Repeating for Pan 


Daisy and Violet Hilton (Siamese 
Twins) have been signed for a tour 
of the Pantages Circuit, opening in 
Minneapolis April 23. The girls 
will play independent picture house 
dates until swinging over to Pan. 

The current booking will make 
the fourth season for the twins re- 
cruited from a carnival sideshow. 
Opening on the Loew Circuit and 
repeated, the girls were next 
grabbed by the Orpheum Circuit 
and are now repeating west for 
Pantages. 











Eased Dancer Placed 


Feon Van Mar, eased out of Le- 
Maire’s “Affairs” because of Char- 
lotte Greenwood’s objection to the 
,dancer because of the same “high 
kicking” qualities, is doubling be- 
tween the Ross-Fenton Club and 
George Olsen’s private club. 

The Phelps Sisters are also new 
4at the Olsen place. 











DENO AND ROCHELLE 


While at Keith’s the 

BOSTON “HERALD” said: 
“Deno and Rochelle present one 
of the best dancing acts seen in a 
long while. They are finished 
artists and keep their act moving 
at an unusually fast pace. An ex- 
hausting Apache dance was quick- 
ly followed by the same thing done 
in Charleston and Black Bottom 
tempo, which carried them off to 
an excellent wind-up.” 
April 4- 6, Poli, Bridgeport 
April 7-10, Poli, Waterbury 


Direction JOE -SULLIVAN 








BEN BERNIE WORKING 
HARD THIS WEEK 
Doubling hada tides Show 


Into K-A Houses—Cafe 
and Recordings 





Playing for the Shuberts in “Gay 
Paree” at the Winter Garden, and 


doubling for Keith’s this-week at 
the Fordham and the Jefferson, is 
the unusual case of Ben Bernie and 
His Orchestra. 

Bernie is doubling from the Shu- 
bert revue (where he does 25 min- 
utes) into Keith-Albee vaudeville. 
After theatre, Bernie returns to the 
Ross-Fenton club in the Winter 
Garden building, in which the Shu- 
berts are also interested. 

The Bernieites are doing their 
sleeping in taxicabs this week while 
chalking up what is probably a rec- 
ord for prolific performances and 
gross income. 

Bernie is co-starred with Sophie 
Tucker in “Gay Paree,” each for a 
limited engagement of three weeks. 


Norma Terris’ Divorce 


Norma Terriss is reported to have 
secured a divorce a few weeks ago 
in White Plains, N. Y., from Max 
Hoffman, Jr. They were married 
about four years ago. Young Hoff- 
man is the son of Max and Ger- 
trude Hoffman. 

Miss Terriss’ apartment is the 
place where it was alleged Georgie 
Price “beat up” Katherine Ray, af- 
ter Price had accompanied Miss 
Terriss to her home, following their 
performance in “A Night in Paris.” 











Helen MacKellar Abroad 


Helen MackKellar, in the tabloid 
version of “The Mud Turtle,” has 
been booked for a tour of the Moss- 
Empire Circuit, London, upon con- 
clusion of its present K-A Circuit 
route, by the Blanchards. 

Miss MacKellar and her support 
cast will sail for London April 15. 





Vera Gordon, Films Only 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Vera Gordon will conclude her 
Orpheum vaudeville tour at the 
Hill Street June 12 and then settle 
in Hollywood to do picture work 
exclusively. 





“Felix” In Act 

Maurice Whitney has closed a 
contract with Pat Sullivan, car- 
toonist, and will produce his “Felix 
the Cat” idea in vaudeville. 

Barl Wellman and little Genevieve 
Tighe, picture actress, will head 
the turn now in rehearsal. 





Richard Carie With Miss Winter 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Richard Carle is reported ready- 
ing an act for vaudeville with Wi- 
nona Winter. It will be a mirtature 
musical revue. 





————3 


INSIDE STUFF 


ON VAUDEVILLE 





At the Fox, Philadelphia, last week, the George Olsen orchestra re- 
ceived a salary of $4,000 and was held over for this week. Last week 
Phil Baker, a hold-over then, received $2,000 for the week, giving a 
cost of $6,000 for the two acts besides the incidentals to the bill and 
the feature picture. Last week Fox’s played to over $30,000, an in- 
crease of $11,000 from the week previously, when the gross was $19,000, 
as against $33,500 the week before that, showing the elasticity of the box 
office in a picture house and the value of an attraction that can take 
up the margin. An ordinary week at Fox's finds its stage show costing 
around $4,500 or $5,000. 

It's not a single instance, Fox's. Any large picture theatre de luxe 
goes through the same experience. As another instance, when Paul 
Whiteman played the Paramount, New York, the house did over $80,000. 
Week before last it did $67,500. The opposition of the new Roxy counted. 
Paramount paid Whiteman $9,500 and this week is paying Sousa over 
$10,000. Whiteman and Sousa, however, suffice as a unit in the Para- 
mount, a Publix house that plays stage units, costing it a substantial 
amount, besides other items on the same bills eliminated through the 
heavy name attractions. 
This will eventually lead the Publix possibly to make a decision, 
whether it prefers to favor the name attractions or to continue with the 
unit shows, which are home-made productions. 

Publix now has booked the Minnevitch harmonica band at $1,900 
weekly. It will operate as a unit over Publix houses, saving Publix an 
actual cash outlay in salary besides the cost of production for a unit. 





A piece of press work that stood up and came back on the rebound 
a year later was that put over by Frank Burke, publicity specialist for 
the Orpheum, Minneapolis, using Frankie Heath ag the centre with her 
song, “Butter and Egg Man,” for the target. A local produce dealer 
brought a damage action through Miss Heath singing the song in Min- 
nesota. He also alleged his industry, of which Minn. is a large part, 
was being damaged. That was that for the front pages, as the dealer 
asked for $100,000. 

Last week when the trial was called there was no response, with the 
court directing it be removed from the calendar. More front page stuff, 
the dailies recalling the action when started. 

Clean stuff, well handled, without suspicion generally. Much better 
than the attempt at the same time by a theatre manager of another 
northwestern city, in announcing he had received some thousands by 
mail, unknown and possibly “conscience” money. That got over quite 
nicely, but the manager apparently wanted more from it. Recently he 
let loose it had been a plant, that he had mailed an envelope of blank 
paper to himself, and, of course, got another story. Just the difference 
between the professional and amateur publicist. 





Dr. Landis, of the House of Health, exposed by Variety some time ago, 
has had his license to practice revoked by the County Medical Society 
of New York. The Landis Health Institute advertised liberally in the 


It had also advertised in Variety until Variety was advised of the ex- 
perience of Effie Weston (Kerr and Weston). At that time the Landis 
Institute was informed its advertisement had been thrown out of this 
paper and the story of Miss Weston was printed. 


called at the Institute. Following an examination she was informed that 
tubercolosis threatened. Alarmed, she and her husband, after preparing 
to spend the winter there, went to Saranac, N. Y. In Saranac a specialist 
examining Miss Weston said there was not a sympton of the disease. 

When a Variety reporter called at the House of Health for an ex- 
planation a doctor there asserted that “anyone is Hable to an error in 
diagnosis.” 





The clash between the east and west is reported as on in the Keith- 
Albee and Orpheum offices since the return of Eddie Darling. The K-A 
booking chief had been away from his desk for several months recover- 
ing from a stomach ailment. 

During his absence Max Gordon, Orpheum circuit’s general manager, 
is said to have projected himself into K-A’s eastern booking affairs 
and has been deferred to considerably by the younger eastern bookers. 
With the return of Darling Gordon, from reports, will become less 
prominent in eastern bookings unless the pending merger of the two 
circuits gives authority to him. 

One matter said to have brought things to a head between Darling and 
Gordon, it is reported, was the salary question. Heretofore the east has 
always arrogated to itself the adjustment of salaries without regard to 
any arrangements made with acts by the Orpheum circuit. During 
Darling’s absence this situation is said to have reversed itself, 





Sully the Barb may go to Italy and with his own wife, Agents in the 
Palace theatre building have offered to subscribe $50 each to get Sully 
out, Sully had it arranged to leave under his right name, which is 
Saccarola, Rivioli, or Maccaroni, Sully couldn’t remember which, and 
then returns as Sully, the Barb, just for a gagger, Sully said. 

After Sully thought the money was put up and he was safe, the Barb 
told them what boat he wanted to go on. His contributors replied they 
would pick the boat—he was lucky to get out of the country wearing 
civilian clothes. Sully said the boat they picked he didn’t want, no 
matter what boat it might be, whereupon he was informed the money 
put up had been drawn down, and if he wants to see Italy this summer, 
he’d better walk. 

Sully threatened to teli Pat Casey but he can’t find Pat. After listen- 
ing to and staking Sully for years, Pat now has 650% of his barber shop. 





When Sophie Tucker and Ben Bernie opened last Thursday at the 
Ross-Fenton nite club, in the Winter Garden building, Lee Shu- 
bert is reported to have watched them sullenly, with finger nails 
badly damaged by his own teeth. The annoyance came through Soph 
announcing guest entertainers for the evening, starting with Ted Lewis, 
whom she named her co-star, with Lewis to premiere Monday night 
with LeMaire’s “Affairs,” a little detail Soph didn’t forget. Nor did she 
overlook the same information when introducing Lester Allen, also with 
the same show. When Soph brought forth Margaret Young, she men- 
tioned Margaret was at that time headlining at Loew’s State. 

There were also others, but only one or two besides the main attrac- 
tions of the nite club appearing in any Shubert attraction. 





On the opening night of “Lucky” at the Amsterdam, New York, the 
parents of Keller Sisters and Lynch (two sisters and brother) were in 
the audience to see the debut of the children in their first Broadway 
production. It was a big night and the three-act got its full share 
of the generous rewards extended to principals. Among the latter was 
Paul Whiteman, who invited the entire company to attend Whiteman’s 
after the performance to celebrate. ; 

All of the company happily accepted the invitation, excepting the 
Keller Sisters and Lynch. They went as usual to their apartment be- 
cause it was a wedding anniversary of their folks and they preferred to 
spend it in the customary way, quietly at home. 





Fred Berry, 73, former champion “bones” player, who was found desti- 
tute and later disappeared, has returned to Hartford, Conn., from Spring- 
field, Mass. He claims to have been ejected from his dingy rooming 





(Continued on page 34) 








New York papers and apparently attracted a profitable line of clients, “’ 


Not feeling well Miss Weston was attracted by the advertisement and ~ 
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MONEY AND ALIMONY WRENCHED 
FROM TOM BROWN BY MRS. TOM 





Mrs. Geo. Harer’s Exhibit 


—Fred Blake in 1921 Lost Wife and $7,000 Cash | 


A for Divorce Were Scars 


—Viola Le Masters’ Knockout Hubby 








Chicago, March 29. 

Tom Brown, saxophone magnate, 
must part with a $10,000 insurance 
policy, $5,000 im cash and $400 
monthly hence in alimony—all be- 
cause Mrs. Theresa Brown con- 
vinced Judge John P. McGoorty 
that Tom was entirely too ardently 
anti- Volstead. 

Mrs. Brown was also given cus- 
tody of their son, Tom, Jr., 13. She 
fixed her husband’s income at 
$3,000 a month and his personal 
fortune at $100,000. The now de- 
funct marriage was in effect 14 
years. Tom, the originator of the 
Six Brown Brothers, saxophone 
band, is head of the Tom Brown 
Music company here. 

George Harer (vaude) carried on 
something fierce with his wife, 
Elsie Raynor, atcording to a com- 
plaint filed here. The trial before 
Judge George Fred Rush bordered 
on a “show ’em what you done to 
Philadelphia Jack O’Brien” trav- 
esty, when Mrs. Harer exhibited 
several scars, attributed to disagree- 
ments with the comedian. Judge 
Rush indicated a divorce would be 
granted. 


Walked With Man and Money 


Fred Blake (Beck and Haynes) 
eécured a divorce from Nellie Mc- 
Geehan through Attorney Ben Ehr- 
lich. Blake claimed that Nellie 
made a permanent exit in 1921, and 
that the desertion was even worse 
than it sounds, inasmuch as Nellie 
had another man on her arm and 
Blake’s $7,000 savings. The Blakes 
were married in 1911. 

Viola LeMasters Bernstein, who 
dances for her admirers nightly at 
the Granada theatre, also emerged 
from Col. Ehrlich’s divorce mill 
with a crisp divorce decree in her 
hand. 

Jack Bernstein, husband, was 
much too playful in a knockout 
way, she asserted. She was at the 
receiving end of a K. O. blow only 
once, she explained, but there were 
wrist wrenchings and semi-K. O.’s, 
@lmost as bad. 

Mrs. Bernstein waived alimony, 
¢ontent to leave the home which 
she identified as her husband’s 
training quarters. 

In an appeal to the Domestic Re- 
lations court Mrs. Lola Pickett 
Blake (non-professional) com- 
plained that, although her husband 
toots a sax consistently at White 
City for $55 a week, he has con- 
tributed less than a week's salary 
to her and their baby during the 
past four months. Husband is Ja- 
¢cinto Blake. 


Big Tess on Vita 


Aunt Jemima (Big Tess Gar- 
Gella) has been signed by Vita- 
phone and by the Loew Circuit. 
Tess will make a record of her 
Vaudeville specialty for Vitaphone 
before opening for a tour of the 
Loew Circuit, April 4. 

For the Vitaphone record, two or 
more, she is receiving $5,000. Wil- 
liam Morris handled both bookings, 

The Loew Circuit has also routed 
the Ritz Bros. for a tour opening 
April 18, through the Morris of- 
fice. Both Aunt Jemima and Ritz 
Bros. have been working almost 
exclusively for Keith-Albee. The 
Loew tour will be Tess’ first ap- 
pearance outside of the K-A and 
Orpheum Circuits, except in mu- 
Bical comedy. 











Miiler’s Stage Marriage 


New Orleans, March 29. 
Don Miller will marry Charlotte 


, Brant, of this city, on the stage of 


the Palace Thursday night. 

The groom is with Jeanne Miller 
and Company, at the Palace, last 
half of this week. 





EDDIE FOYER GAGGING 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Eddie Foyer has deserted vaude- 
ville for the time being and is now 
writing gags for Metre-Goldwyn- 
Alayer, e 
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“Direct From Pantages” 


When Vesta Victoria opens 
next week at the Palace, New 
York, as the headliner the 
Keith-Albee house could bill 
the English singer as “Direct 
from the Pantages Circuit.” 

Miss Victoria was at the 
Pantages theatre in Toronto, 
when engaged for the principal 
house of the K-A circuit. 


‘GARDEN MIRTH’ FOLKS 
GUILTY OF ASSAULT 


Rufus Armstrong, Mor., and 
Four Others in Jail at Altoona 
Awaiting Sentence 

















Altoona, Pa., March 29. 


Rufus Armstrong, manager. his 
wife, Virginia Armstrong, Edith 
Black and Lela Lamotte, of the 
“Garden of Mirth,” were- found 
guilty of felonious assault and 
robbery in the local ourt in con- 


nection with the attack on Thomas 
Dailey, hotel clerk, on Dec. 18, 
1926. 


Harry Hart, proprietor of the 
Brant House, local theatrical hotel, 
in which the attack took place, and 
Dr. W. P. Harlos, local physician, 
were also found guilty of felonious 
assault. 

With the exception of Dr. Harlos, 
all of the defendants are held in 
jail awaiting sentence. It will be 
passed late this week. Harlos was 
able to furnish bail. Appeals are 
being prepared seeking a retrial of 
the case. 

All of the members of the 
“Garden of Mirth” were held in 
connection with the case with bail 
being furnished for them. All but 
the above four were discharged on 
the opening day of the trial. 

Dailey was seriously injured in 
Armstrong’s room at the Brant 
House. He was unconscious for a 
number of days in the lecal hos- 
pital. 





Willie Collier’s Start 


Wiilie Collier will debut in vaude- 
ville Aprii 11 at an out-of-town 
Keith-Albee house in “Good Time 
Charley.” 

Marty Forkins and Charles Mor- 
rison are jointly acting as the 
agents. 

Collier ts’ reported receiving $2,- 





Chinese Revue—Sad 


Arthur §. Lyons has given up 
his all-Chinese revue for good 
Following its flop as a legit revue, 
he condensed it for vaudeville and 
tried it out independently last 
week, to sad results. 

It has also proved a fizzle on the 
cafe floors despite general opti- 
mistic hopes as an entertainment 
novelty. 





MAURINE’S MARRIAGE VOID 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Maurine Holsey Carison, vaude- 
ville dancer, was granted a writ of 
annulment of her marriége in 1924 
to George Carlson. 


The annulment was granted by, 


Superior Court Judge Summerfield 


on the grounds ‘that the girl was} 


15 years old and married without 
parental consent, 


: L. M. RUBENS ILL 


Joliet, Ill., March 29. 
Louis M. Rubens, director of the 
Great States Theatres, Inc., 


~— 


Princess theatre here and is now in 
St. Joseph’s hospital under the care 
of three doctors. 


was | debut. 
stricken ill last week while at the | 


| 





ED. LOWRY 


STILL SMILING 
“THE ENCORE” says: 
“Ed Lowry remains from 
week. Billed as ‘smiling,’ he justi- 
fies this and performs snatches of 


last 


everything. His voice, of which he 
jokingly makes little, is decidedly 
attractive to listen to; his instru- 
mental work, apart from the comic 
business, sets us wondering what 
else he can play, whilst the few 
eccentric steps he performs only 
whet the appetite for more. As a 
raconteur he is delightful, his 
stories obviously getting over more 
by his telling than by their own 
merit. Ed is a certain American 
success for England.” 


— 


Hoity, Toity, Fannie Brice 
Dramatic Actress Only 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Fanny Brice is not going to be a 
screen comic after all for F. B. O. 
in “The Callahans and the Mur- 
phys,” going inte production under 
the direction of Gil Pratt this week. 

Miss Brice, after signing a con- 
tract for $1,500 a week and a spe- 
cial role had been written for her, 
finding it was a comedy part, is 
said to have refused to play it. She 
informed F. B. O. officials that she 
was a dramatic actress and wanted 
to do screen versions of something 
like “My Man.” 

Fanny told the folks that she felt 
her reputation and standing would 
be affected by appearing in a 
comedy and asked for her release 
from the contract, which was given. 


Charlotte Awarded $7,500 


Chicago, March 29. * 

Charlotte, the German skater, 
was granted a $7,500 judgment 
against the Morrison hotel in her 




















of contract by the hotel manage- 
ment. 

Through Attorney Benjamin H. 
Ehrlich the skater charged that 
after opening in 1917 at the Ter- 
race Garden, restaurant in the ho- 
tel, she was dismissed after six 
weeks of her 20-week contract had 
been played. She was receiving 
$1,500 a week, payable in advance, 
the claimed the money was not 
forthcoming at the start of the 
seventh week and her dressing- 
room was occupied by another act. 

In defense the hotel claimed that 
Charlotte was not dismissed but 
walked out. 





Agnes Hunt Marries 


Agnes Hunt, secretary to E. F. 
Albee, was married March 17 to 
Joseph Mackay. 


enter business. 

Miss Hunt succeeded Mary Mc- 
Kenna, following the latter’s- raar- 
riage to Billy Sullivan of the K-A 
jenefit Department. Miss McKenna 
had succeeded May Woods, now in 
charge of the K-A Family Booking 
Department. 








Chas. Gilpin for 12 Mins. 


Charles Gilpin, colored legitimate 
artist, has been signed for a six- 
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Another Neb. Grouch 


Jimmy Hussey, back from 
playing mid-western vaudeville 





dates, spoke of Lincoln, Neb., 
made famous by Walter C. 
Kelly. Hussey recalls audi- 
ences dotted with college boys 


with big 30's on their sweaters. 
It was a three-day date. Mon- 
day night the manager came 
back and told Hussey he was 
going to hold him over for the 
full week, quite a departure. 


> 


THE BOB WARRENS ARE 
STRANDED IN UTICA 


_Last Stand, Penn Yan, Yielded 
$27.50 Gross—House De- 
manded Its 50% Share 





Utica, N. Y., March 29. 
Yesterday morning found Mr. 
and Mrs. Bob Warren stranded 





Jimmy replied hurriedly, “No 
chance.” 

Then he received a telegram 
from Danny Simmons offering 
four days at Ann Arbor on the 
way back, but Hussey was 
tired of looking at collegiate 
makeups and wired back, “Ac- 
cept if you finish out the date 

; here, salary no object.” He 
| said the town wasn't so bad 
| except it has no hotel. 


GEAR, AERIALIST, FALLS 


Not Seriously Hurt—Fell During 
Performance at Empire, Law- 
rence, Mass. 

















Lawrence, Mass., March 29. 

Ed Gear, acrobat, fell from the 
trapeze to the floor of the stage of 
the Empire three minutes after he 
made his prop speech, “I kill a 
piano player every three days and 
this is the 21st day.” 

Gear is in the Lawrence General 
Hospital, suffering from fractured 
ribs and abrasions about the body. 
His condition is not serious, but 
he will be confined to the hospital 
for some time. 

The acrobat’s fall horrified a ca- 
pacity audience at the Empire and 
threw a pall of gloom over the re- 
mainder of the performance. Some 
of the women screamed and had to 
be helped out of the theatre. Most 
of the patrons left. 

Gear was swinging in an are 
of more than 30 feet, about 15 >eet 
above the audience. when he sud- 
denly hurled through the air. He 
was depending on his toes for sup- 
port and it is believed his rignt 
foot slipped. 


DANCE COPYISTS MAY 
LOSE MORE TEETH 


London, March 20, 
There have been many ways of 
stopping stage plagiarism, but none 
more effective has ever been devised 
than taking the law into one’s own 














suit for $30,877 for alleged breach { 


hands. Nervo and Knox, a pair of 
English boys, have for some years 
been identified with a burlesque on 
.\a classic ballet dance. 

The Jerez Brothers, Spanish lads, 
who used to do a balancing act, 
devoted not a small amount of their 
spare time, of which there was 
plenty, to watching Nerve and 
Knox’s work,, and have ‘now in- 
‘cluded a burlesque ballet dance in 
their act, clairned to be a replica of 
that portion of the Nervo and Knox 
turn. 

Outside the stage door of the 
Holborn Empire the other night, 
zone of the Jerez lads had several of 
his teeth knocked out with a 

romise of more teeth extraction if 
they persist in the burlesque ballet. 
he Jerez brothers still retain the 
fourlesque and have taken out a 
isummons for assault against Nervo 





The couple left for }; 
South America, where Mackay will 


land Knox, 


Bernie’s With Pan 


Ben Bernie will open a tour of 
the Pantages Circuit with his band, 
opening May 14. The Bernie road 
show will follow the Sophie Tucker 
foaa show over the Pan time, Sophie 
epening at Minneapolis May 7. 

Bernie will play a two weeks’ 
engagement at the Congress Hotel, 
Chicago, before opening at Minne- 
apolis. In the interim he will con- 
tinue at the Winter Garden and 
the Ross-Fenton Club, New York. 











week tour .of the Keith-Albee 
straight vaudeville houses. He will | 
appear in a talking and singing act, 
“Twelve Minutes With Mr. Gilpin,” 
produced by the Bianchards. 

It will be Gilpin’s vaudeville | 








Mary Nash’s Return 


Mary Nash will re-enter vaude- 


| 


| who ‘ booked 


Minnevitch With Publix 


Minnevitch with his mouth or- 
gan orchestra has been booked by 
Publix, opening at the Paramount, 
New York, April 23. 

It-is said that Willian» 
the act, 


Morris, 


weekly salary of $1,900 for it. The | 
orchestra will ‘tour the Publix 
houses as a unit, taking the pres- 


secured aj, 


and penniless in a local rooming- 
house, following a series of heart- 
breaking experiences exceptional 
even in a business where bad 
breaks are not unusual. Lady Mis- 
fortune attached herself to the 
Warrens in Penn Yan, where Mr. 
Warren and his company put on a 
bill of dramatic stock and vaude- 
eyille at the Sampson opera house, 

@ company played one day in- 
stead of an expected three. 

First Lent cut in. Then the 
house manager of this Schine Cir- 
cuit house said he didn’t know 
Warren was coming for the three 
days and wouldn't let him have the 
picture house. Finally, as a marked 
favor, the manager gave Warren 
the house for Friday only, insist- 
ing on a 60 per cent split. A Sat- 
urdy performnce was refused. 

No Saturday Show 

Friday night receipts were $27.50. 

“We played to 13 people and a 
child,” Warren said. “fhe house 
manager insisted on his 50 per cent 
share, and though I pleaded fdr 
some sort of a chance, begged him 
to let us have the house on Sat- 
mrday, the only good day in town, 
he refused. We paid for every- 
thing” continued Warren, “and it 
left us flat broke.” 

Warren and his wife arrived here 
Saturday. Their belongings have 
been sent to New York for stor- 
age and a trunk is in Syracuse, 
where the couple hope to get in 
touch with one of the two stock 
companies opening there, 

Mr. and Mrs. Warren have been 
doing . dramatic stock for eight 
years, breaking into vaudeville oc- 
casionally. About 12 years ago Bob 
was doing a monolog in vaudeville, 

The last play presented by War- 
ren was “Out of the Past.” In ad- 
dition to Mr. and Mrs. Warren the 
cast included Marjorie Lane, Frank 
Shannon, G. Siliman, M. P, Grimm, 
Florence Pence, Chester Novak, 
Joseph P. Rawlins, Shannon Baby 
and Stanley Blair, assistant man- 
ager. 


St. Vaude, Small Minority 
Nowadays, Says Rogers 


Portiand, Ore., March 29 

Will Rogers was met at the train 
here by nearly all artists at the 
Pantages, Orpheum, Hippodrome 
and other houses. Newspaper re- 
porters, cameramen and_ special 
writers, together with prominent 
folk of the city, :arned out to greet 
him, 

Surprise came when one of the 
reporters inquired of Rogers if he 
liked vaudeville better than con- 
cert halls, to which the humorist 
replied: 

“As to straight vaudeville houses 
it looks like they are in the small 
minority nowadays. If my future 
plans materialize, I am through 
with vaudeville for awhile. 

‘Td rather work around the 
country giving a full program alone 
and receiving top billing than be 
starred or headlined in any theatre, 

“However, should Mark Loew, 
E. F. Albee or Alex Pantages come 








consider. $10,000 per week, solid 
booking, with “no cuts,” circus 
billing and the “next-to-shut” po- 
sition,’ do you believe I would say 
‘No’? 





MISS LAWRENCE POSTPONES 


Margaret Lawrence has  sus- 
pended rehearsals of her vaude act 
“Quits” pending xecovery of her 
mother, who is ill in Philadelphia, 

Miss Lawrence’ canceled her 
opening date next week and will 
remain with her mother until she 
is reported out of danger. 





ee 


Franks and Townes Dissolve 
The vaudeville team of Art 
Franks and Harriet Townes have 
dissolved partnership. Franks jas 
| teamed with Margie Barron 
| Miss Townes in private life is the 
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ONDON'S REAL BOX OFFICE ATTRACTION 








LIVERPOOL “DANCE RE- 
VIEW” (Jan. 16): 


“Ben Blue, who recently ap- 
peared at the Holborn Hmpire, 
and whose turn at the Princes 
wae well appreciated, should be 
seen by readers whenever oppor- 
tunity offers. He is aptly de- 
scribed as cyclone comedy dancer 
and his balance control is per- 
fect. The turn is a laugh from 
beginning to end, and while en- 
joying watching him recently, I 
marveled at ‘the clever skating 
effect he so ably performs. One 
can almost visualize a most per- 
fect surface of ice, rather than 
the stage, when seeing the clean 
'| gliding movements of this clever 
artist.” 








LONDON “ENCORE” (Jan. 27): 


“After the Victuria Girls had 
given an excellent dancing act 
the curtain rose on Ben Blue and 
Frank Adey. Ben is possessed 
of a pair of unruly legs, which 
lead to many comical results. 
Frank has a good baritone voice 
and sings ‘Blackbird’ very nice- 
ly, rounding it off with an acro- 
batic dance. Anon Ben treats us 
to another dance in which he 
deftly imitates a man skating— 
exceedingly cleverly done, and 
absolutely unique in its concep- 
tion.” 


EN BLUE 
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LONDON “DAILY CHRON- 
ICLE,” Dec, 22): 


SKATING DANCE 

“Two of the cleverest cabaret 
turns now being done in town 
are the skating dance and the 
‘Charlie Chaplin on the films’ 
study by Ben Blue at New Prin- 
ces’. At his first night, this 
week, most of us shared the feel- 
ings of-the Duke of York, who 
stood up the more closely to ob- 
serve the dancer, and who ap- 
plauded as enthusiastically ag 
anyone present.” 








LONDON “SUNDAY HER- 
ALD” (Dec. 26): 


* “The latest dance I have seen 


does appear to be thief-proof. It 
by Ben Blue, who at New 
ces’ has introduced a novel 
ting dance that must take 


months, if not years, to achieve 
and even then it would surely be 


‘banned in the ballroom.” 

















WBDSTMINSTRR “GAZETTE” 
(Jan. 1): 

“A new style of comedy dancer 
with the unassuming name of 
Ben Blue is at the Holborn Bm- 
pire this week. His dancing imi- 
tation of skating is clever, while 
his grotesque movements are 
really funny. His partner, whose 
name is not on the programrhe, 
pcssesses a fine voice and uses 
it to perfection.” 














LONDON “DAILY MIRROR" 
(Dee. 2): 


MAGICAL FEET 


“Of all the visitors from the) 


other side who have come over’ 
to show us how to dance, Ben’ 
Blue is second to none. His rapid 
dance, performed again as in 
slow-motion picture, ie convine- 
ing and remarkable, while his 
turn with Dolly Day as the best 


dressed woman brings down the 
house,” 
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LONDON “ERA” (Jan. 26): °* 


“Ben Blue’s cyclone of comedy 
dancing is proving as popular on 
the halls as in cabaret. Certain- 
ly the audience here on Monday 
revelled in the act, in which Ben 
ig ably assisted by Frank Adey. 
Some amusing stories, the sing- 
ing of ‘Bye, Bye, Blackbird,’ by 
Mr. Adey, and Ben’s final amaz- 
ingly clever ‘skating’ dance are 
all features of this fine show.” 














LONDON “STAR” (Dec. 12): 
The Duke and the Cabaret 


“The Duchess of York was one 
of the keenest of dancers at the 
New Princes’ last night. She and 
the Duke, with a large party, oc- 
cupied a couple of tables at the 
cabaret, and were frankly de- 
lighted with the antics of Ben 
Blue, the American skate dancer. 
The Duke applauded as loudly 
as anyone, and was so interested 
that he left his table afid stood 
up to get a better view.” 

















LONDON “THE STAGE” 
(Sept. 2): 


“Ben Blue, with Frank Adey 
to assist him, repeats here the 
success he has scored at other 
West End halls, his comical 
manner and his clever skating 
dance being particularly well ap- 
plauded., 











DEC. 15, 1926, FOR SIX WEEKS 


LONDON “THE STAGE” 
(Jan. 6): 

“Well away from the artistic 
sphere of these well-accrediteé 
British artists is Ben Blue, an 
American performer, who ts 
surely one of the smartest com- 
ical and eccentric dancers seer 
in London for many a long day. 
He shines as a comedian, too: 
but it is as a dancer, and par- 
ticularly as a dancer imitating 
the actions of a man on skates, 
that he scores most. This spe- 


cial feat of his brings instant ap- 


plause, but there are other fea- 
tures of Mr. Blue’s act that are 
scarcely less original. He is part- 
nered by a young gentleman 
whose role, although clever and 
bright, is palpably that ef a 
feeder; the combination serves to 


throw into prominence Mr. Blue’s 


special gift as a comedian and 
dancer.” . 








OPENED PRINCES’ CABARET, LONDON’S MOST EXCLUSIVE NIGHT CLUB 


After First Performance Engagement Extended to 


Twenty-Four Weeks 


my agent. 
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SINCE MY OPENING HAVE DOUBLED AT ALL LONDON’S VAUDEVILLE HOUSES OF NOTE 


NOW HEADLINING FOUR WEEKS’ RETURN ENGAGEMENT AT THE LONDON COLISEUM AND ALHAMBRA 
ALSO RETURNING VICTORIA PALACE AND HOLBORN E MPIRE 


. 
Thanks to THE PRINCES’ CABARET MANAGEMENT, SIR OSWALD STOLL, MR. CHARLES GULLIVER, SIR ALFRED BUTT, 
MR. R. H. GILLESPIE and MR. JOHN HAYMAN for pleasant engagements and return dates. And, of course, to WILLIAM MORRIS, 
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MINNEAPOLIS ORPHEUMS, MINN. 
WHIPPED BY FILMS AND PANTAGES 





Hennepin and 7th St. Helpless Against Opposition— 
Orpheum Cuts Scale and Changes 7th St. Policy 
—Grosses Have Fallen Off by Thousands 





Minneapolis, March 29. 


The two local Orpheum circuit 
hhouses, Hennepin-Orpheum and 
Seventh Street, have lowered their 
prices in an effort to put the brakes 
on skidding grosses. 


Hennepin-Orpheum has been sac- 
rificed on the altar of poor shows. 
Generally adverse business condl- 
tions have been something of a fac- 
tor in its terrific slump, but the 
decline is also attributable in con- 
siderable part to the fact that the 
quality of its entertainment of late 
has been far under that of recent 
years—probably the poorest in the 
theatre’s history, and couldn’t com- 
pete with the picture houses. 


MARION 











ORPHEUM CIRCUIT 








“. . . is more than her name 
implies . . . an irrepressible 
young person who sings and 
talks and dances about and 
otherwise gives vent to her 
lyrie and humorous energy. 
° She is sunshine, pep, 
personality and still a lot 
more pep.” 

—SAN FRANCISCO “CHRONICLE.” 




















Sledding has been tough all sea- 
son, the takings being anywhere 
from $3,000 to $5,000 a week under 
those of the corresponding period a 
year ago. Last week the house re- 
duced its Sunday night balcony ad- 
mission from 75 to 50 cents, from 
where it had been raised last fall. 
During the winter the house has 
been fortunate to fill six balcony 
rows On Sunday nights. Last week, 
with the price back at the former 
level, 15 rows were taken. 

Lately the bills have contained 
one or two good headliners, but in 
nearly every instance the calibre 
of entertainment has been low on 
account of the presence of other 
mediocre small-time acts and sec- 
ond-rate feature pictures, which the 
public evidently doesn’t regard as 
being worth the 99 cents charged 
for a considerable portion of the 
main floor. 

Pantages Too Strong 

The Seventh Street has suffered 
from the great improvement in the 
quality of shows at Pantages, its 
chief competitor, which has been 
doing better than last season. 

To turn the tide, the Seventh 
Street recently announced a split- 
week policy, using considerable 
space to tell about the two new 
bills weekly. But the new policy 
did not pan out, the shows being 
even worse than before. After but 
three weeks of the new policy, the 
house changed back to its old policy 
of a full week. At the same time, 
the week-night admission price was 
lowered .from 50 to 40. cents. 
Large newspaper and billboard ads 
proclaimed that there would be 
bigger and better shows at reduced 
prices. The number of acts, how- 
ever, has been cut from seven to 
six. 





BOOKING 11 U HOUSES 


Pacific Interstate Circuit Adding to 
Present 3 Weeks in Northwest 








Portland, Ore., March 28. 

Eleven of the Universal’s Mult- 
nomah picture houses have been 
placed with the Pacific Interstate 
Vaudeville Circuit for bookings of 
acts, 

The Pacific was organized here 
by Joe Daniels, San Francisco 
newspaper man. It is now book- 
ing acts for three weeks. 





N. E. I. A. Convention 
The annual convention of the 
New England unit of the I. A. T. 
S: E. will be held in Hawthorne 
Hotel, Salem, Mass., April 24. 





GUS SUN AS AGENT 
RELIEVED OF LIABILITY 
Morris & bernard Must Sue 


Theatres Where Booked— 
May Amend Complaint 





In a breach of contract suit 
dating back to Sept., 1923, Justice 
Hatting in New York Supreme 
Court has absolved the Gus Sun 
Booking Exxchange, Inc., of lability 
in the $4,767.63 damage claim by 
Morris & Bernard, Inc., burlesque 
producers. It has been ruled that 
Gus Sun was only an agent in war- 
ranty and that the party to be pro- 
ceeded against, if any, were the 
theatre owners for whom Sun 
booked Morris & Bernard's “Step 
Along” in 1923. 


Accordingly, the complaint against 
Sun was dismissed and an amended 
complaint ordered filed against the 
S-A Amusement Co., Inc., of which 
Hyde Smith is president, controling 
the Bradley, Putnam, Conn.; Orph- 
eum, Danielson, Conn., and Palace, 
Rockville, Conn., among other the- 
atres. 

Morris & Bernard’s show was to 
have played these three houses for 
an aggregate sum of $3,442.42, the 
difference up to the $4,767.63 sued 
for being for traveling expenses, 
fares, baggage, etc. 

Sam Morris, of the plaintiff, was 
in Montreal with his show at the 
Gayety (Mutual) last week and 
upon his return to New York, a 
new complaint will be drawn by 
Dineen & Dineen, M-B’s attorneys. 

Action will take another three 
years to reach trial. 





8 Orpheum Units 


Eight more units are being pro- 
duced by the Orpheum Circuit for 
next season. These will include 
No. 2 companies of Jerry and Her 
Baby Grands, Wright Dancers and 
Follies La Rouge. 

The units will be launched dur- 
ing the summer. 


PLAYING TABS 


Pusiging Out Vaude Under Per- 
centage Deal 


Tabs playing on percentage have 


policy for independent houses. 

In most instances the tabs are 
being booked through regular book- 
ers and with the booker figuring in 


for the usual five per cent fee on 
the tabs’ percentage with the 
house, instead of tab producer, 


paying the commish. 

At least 20 houses booked out of 
New York will embrace a tab pol- 
icy beginning Holy Week. 


“Kut” Kahl Must Know 
What Producers Pay 


Chicago; March 29. 

Prior to the setting of any sal- 
aries, producers of acts for the 
Ass'n will have to submit players’ 
contracts to the general manager of 
the circuit in the future. The pro- 
ducers were so ordered at a meet- 
ing last week. 

Though the “submit to the gen- 
eral manager” ruling seems to 
mean R, J. Lydiatt, who holds that 
office, it is known to really mean 
“Kut” Kahl, to whom the order 
empowers the initial look at all con- 
tracts and the authority to set sal- 
aries for all performers accepting 
Ass'n time. 

On top of that order, which prac- 
tically places Ass’n bookers in the 
office boy class by relieving them 
of their chief power, that of setting 
salaries, there is the current rumor 
of a revolutionary change in book- 
ers on the circuit to take place 
within the next few weeks. 


Houses Opening 


State, Pawtucket, R, L, has re- 
verted to vaude and picture policy. 
Four acts on a split week, booked 
through Walters Agency, Boston. 

Jack Birman, formerly of the Na- 
tional Vaudeville Exchange, Buf- 
falo, has formed a connetcion with 
the Plimmer Agency, New York. 
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PAN'S BOOKING CENTRE 
NOW IN NEW YORK CITY 


The publicity department of the 
already displaced vaudeville’ in | Pantages Circuit, heretofore lo- 
many spots They again loom up| cated on the west coast, will switch 
as a possible spring and summer | 


to New York City. This week Dud- 


ley Burrows, newspaper man, as- 
sumed charge of all program bill- 
ing, general exploitation and gen- 


eral publicity for the circuit. 

The former plan of Alexander 
Pantages ratifying all contracts 
from the west coast now only holds 
good in the case of headline at- 
tractions. For the body of the bill 
and ordinary standard attractions 
Ed Milne, New York Pan's book- 
ing head, okays contracts. 

The New York office has become 
the booking center of the Pan- 
tages Circuit. It has been func- 
tioning without the necessary pub- 
licity. A local touch was needed 
with the Pantages new policy of 
playing the biggest and best acts 
obtainable. 





Jack McKeon, Acme Agency 
booker for the Stanley houses, is 
on vacation in Florida. 











Nine Versatile 
Music-Entertainers 
NIGHTLY AT THE 


Knickerbocker Grill 


B’WAY and 42d ST. 


DROP IN! 
Look Us Over 








Also Doubling m 
Vaudeville 
with 
Vanessi 


















































LOU TELLEGEN 


EDGAR ALLAN WOOLF 


B. F. KEITH’S PALACE, NEW YORK 


Management of ROSE & CURTIS 


(IN PERSON ) 


Presents His New Sketch 


(WEEK OF MARCH 28) 

















THE HUNGARIAN ARTISTE 


“STAR OF STARS” 


ELSA ERSI 


TRIUMPHED IN THE WEST 
A REVELATION IN CLASS AND JAZZ 


A SUCCESS IN THE EAST 
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“VARIETY” DENVER “POST” 
“Miss Ersi is a beautiful Hungarian blonde. She has just If you chance to visit the Orpheum before the opehing week's 
| enough accent to make the cute grade. Miss Ersi just about sets bill is finished, you will take one long, lingering look at Miss 
,the act for vaudeville or picture houses. She removes it from a Ersi and need no further explanation of why ‘GENTLEMEN 
straight musical classification, and does a big league job at ¢lori- = =prinreR BLONDES.’ Miss Erst is personality plus, a clever 
fying. A natural blonde of high coloring and quite a dish. and = qareer and possesses a VOICE THAT IS REMINDFUL OF 
should be A PROSPECT FOR A SCREEN TEST. She's a pip for ALMA GLUCK.” 
the deaf-and-dumb factories.”’ Con. 
CHICAGO “EXAMINER” 
LOS ANGELES “RECORD” “The most startling portion of the program is provided by the 
“Elsa Ersi lived up to all advance notices with her brilliant beautiful and flaxen Miss Ersi, the Hungarian delight, who will 
performance. Net only has she a lovely voice and a generous some day surely be a ‘STAR OF STARS.’ She con pletely cap- 
share of pulchritude, but she DISPLAYS A PERSONALITY tured the packed Sunday night house. Miss Ersi comes from 
WITH AS MANY FACETS AS A RARE-CUT GEM. The roles the Hungarian land that gave us Mitzi and the Second Rhapsody. 
of the quaint little Hungarian peasant girl and the ‘RED-HOT Miss Ersi has the piquancy of the one and the speed of the 
MAMA’ are here with equal facility and effectiveness.” other 











Scored an Individual Success at Palace, New York, Week of Feb. 7, 
and Again Last Week (March 21) at Albee, Brooklyn 


THIS WEEK (MARCH 28), KEITH’S, BOSTON 
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PHILADELPHIA 

1228 Market St. 
DET ROIT 
1020 Randolph St. 


CINCINNATT I 
TOT-8 Lyric Theatre Bidg. 
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€ The World” 
G and HARRY WOOD 
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Orchestrations 
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276 Collins St. 


138 Charing Cross Road. 
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CHICAGO 
167 No, Clark St. 
MINNEAPOLIS 
433 Loeb Arcede 








LOS ANGELES 
4\|7 West Fifth St. 


KANSAS CITY 
Gayety Theatre Bidg. 











34 VARIETY 
1. A. ROAD CALLS 
e 
The official road call list of the 
L A. T. S. E. includes the follow- 
ing: March 11, Local No. 344, Ave- 
mue theatre, Vancouver, B. C.; 
Local 345, Capitol and Strand the- 
atres, Atlantic City; March 12, 
Local 346, Auditorium, Tampa. 


Acts in Mid-West Houses 


Chicago, March 29. 
State, Hammond, Ind., and North 
Center, Chicago, Karzas houses, 


will go into a combination policy 
with vaudeville booked by Johnny 
Jones. 

Both houses have been playing 
Vitaphone and films for several 
weeks, converted to that from 4 
picture presentation-stage band 
policy. The new policy calls for 
pictures and three acts with one 
aplit weekly. 








To our pal who, when he lost 
his best pal, did a veritable Pag- 
liaccit. The audience screamed 
with laughter and little dreamed 
that FRANK VAN HOVEN, 


who was entertaining them, con- 


cealed with his artistry and prat- 
tle an aching heart. 


MORTON and BETTY 


HARVEY 











LASTFOGEL-ARMS 
Agent Marrying “Single Turn” 
April 6, Next 

Abe Lastfogel and Frances Arms 
are to be married April 6. Miss 
‘Arms is the vaudeville single act. 
|Lastfogel is in the William Morris 
| office. 
| tecently Miss Arms appeared in 
ia unit assembled by Lastfogel, 
iheaded by Benny Rubin. The unit 
played the Interstate Circuit and 
then dissolved. 

Lastfogel is one of the most 


active of the younger vaudeville 
agents. He has booked many 
“names” in vaudeville and picture 
houses. 

Miss Arms will continue in the 
show business, following her mar- 
riage. 





Houses Opening 


Stanley Sobelson’s new Eleanora 
(N. J.) theatre opens March 31 
with five acts on a full week. Seats 
1,800. Booked by Fally Markus. 

The newly opened Caroll, Brook- 
lyn, N. Y., has pictures and presen- 
tations. Owned by Nelson and 
Reaner, with J.. Evans house man- 
ager. Booked by Fally Markus. 

The Regent, Kearney, N. J., 
vaude five years ago, will reinstate 
vaude starting April 9. 

Bensonhurst, Brooklyn, N. Y., has 
split week presentation policy. 

Playhouse, Hudson, N. Y., is to 
use four acts last half, starting 
next week. Formerly picture house. 

The Palace, Lakewood, N. J., 
adds vaude, playing four acts Fri- 
days and Saturdays, booked by 
Jack Linder. 
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Lauder’s Check-Up System 
To Make Old Acts New 


A new check-up system on acts 
| playing the Keith-Albee Circuit has 
installed by Ted Lauder in 


an effort to compel acts to change 
material when it becomes passe. 

The system requires each house 
manager on the circuit to report 
as to the freshness of material 
used by acts; whether the act can 
repeat without change, and whether 
the audience received the act as 
well as when the material was 
new. The former plan was to let 
the bookers worry about the mate- 
rial, but this was found not to 
work out. A harrassed booker try- 
ing to fill a spot at the last minute 
was not in the mood te. quibble 
about material if he could pick up 
the type of an act he wanted, 

The new system has become nec- 
essary also, due to the loss of many 
standard acts and the necessity of 
repeating acts and having acts 
double. 





been 





RUSHING THE SEASON 
Cedar Rapids, Ia., March 29. 

With the central Iowa farmers 
unable to get into the fleld because 
of the late spring, the Majestic 
(vaudeville) announced its “sum- 
mer” policy this week. 

Split-week bills were suspended 
and the house is playing pictures 
for the next three weeks, after 
which three-act bills and feature 
films will continue. Prices have 
been cut, 
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NAT PHILLIPS, 


3918 Beverly Blvd. 
LOS ANGELES, CAL. 


THERE IS ONLY 


ONE 
. PAUL WHITEMAN 


ONE 
VINCENT LOPEZ 


ONE 


IRVING AARONSON 


HENRY SANTRE 


AND HIS BAND 
WITH 


HARRY ANNA SEYMOUR 


ONLY 3 MORE WEEKS 


BEFORE THEY LEAVE AUSTRALIA 
FOR THE GOOD OLD U. S. A. 


Mer. 


WM. MORRIS, Rep. 
1560 Broadway 








NEW YORK CITY 
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INSIDE. STUFF ON VAUDEVILLE 


(Continued from Page 28) 


house when the BS Tha was turned upon it recently and spent his last 
few cents on a trip.to Springfield where he earned small sums playing. 
A home has been found for him in Hartford until he hears whether he 
will be able to go with a daughter in Maine. 





Around Asheville, N. C., there stilt is curiosity as to why Jake Wells 
made away with himself. The only reason that appeals to the show 
people of that section is despondency from long illness. Reports that 
the dead man had lost his wealth or suffered large realty set-backs are 
said to be erroneous. Wells owned two theatres and-one hotel at Hen- 
dersonville, N. C., at his death, besides considerable acreage in the 
vicinity. He had previously disposed of two hotels down there. His 
brother, Otto Wells, was enroute to join Jake when the latter shot him- 
self, Otto was going there to cheer him up. 





The investigation ordered into the death of Kate Emmett, one-time 
star, who died on her little farm near Benton Harbor, Mich., did not 
surprise those who knew of her circumstances. Suicide as the result of 
despondency at 68 was indicated. Her possessions had dwindled. Once 
the farm was a large tract with hundreds of horses and cattle, and at 
the time of her husband's death she had $100,000 in jewels. She was 


the widow of “Crazy Bill” Emmett, who owned the Academy of Music, 
Chicago. 





Albert Snyder; the murdered art editor of Queens Village, L. I, was 
a’ brother of George Snyder, of Snyder and Buckley, former standard 
comedy musical act in vaudeville. Some time ago the turn dissolved 
with the partners going into commercial business. George Snyder is now 
with a downtown New York bank. 

This is about the nearest that cold-blooded murder comes to the show 
business. Although Mrs. Snyder, undoubtedly the engineer of the entire 
affair, may be classed with the other Beautiful Bums. 





Proteges of Maurice and Clifton Webb, are currently featured in the 
smart night places on the east and west part of New York respectively. 
Maurice’s protege, Charles Sabin, who was split from Helen Lyons, is 
currently at the Ambassador hotel, teamed with Edwina St. Claire. 

At the Club Lido, Webb's proteges, Lora Foster and George Marshall, 
are dancing nightly, co-featured with Frances Williams. Morton Downey 
is out at the Lido and now at the Frivolity. 





Jimmy. Hodges is playing picture houses. With him are his wife, Irma 
Lane, Jr., and his brother, Ollie, and seven girls. Jimmy found the film 
houses a satisfactory haven when his club and revue near Miami, Fla., 
blew up. 


Hodges tried for six weeks to regain his old business down there but 
had to give it up, 





Not long ago Joe Jackson, the pantominist, saved the life of a child 
in Santiago, snatching her from beneath a motor truck. In doing so he 
fell, snapping off three teeth at the roots, It was not until he returned 
to New York that he summoned up enough cotirage to face a dentist 
for the extraction of the roots. 








"HERB? WILLIAMS 
Reminiscences 


THIS WEEK 13 YEARS AGO 


POLI’S, SPRINGFIELD 
(Full Week—Two-a- Day) 








FORUM 


; New York, March 25. 
Editor Variety: 

Please correct an error that you 
made in thig week’s Variety in the 
review of “The Pioneer,” at the 
Broadway. 


.I am not doing any Jiu Jitsu 
stunts, the wrestling that I am do- 
ing is G-L-I-M-A, the national 
sport of Iceland, 


As a native and champion of Ice- 
land, I have represented our na- 
tional sport, Glima, in foreign coun- 
tries since 1908, 


I am proud of my nationality, and 
as my duty to Iceland and myself, I 
Object to having our national sport 
mistaken for Jiu Jitsu. 

In the first place it is very dif- 
ferent and in the second place it is 
at least 500 years older than Jiu 
Jitsu. 








» EMILIE SISTERS 
MAE FRANCIS 
- SAM BERNARD, JR., & CO. 
. JIMMY HUSSEY and AL LEE 
- CHING LING FOO 
“HERB” WILLIAMS and HILDA 
WOLFUS 
- DERKIN’S DOGS 


2 Super 





THIS WEEK 11 YEARS AGO 


KEITH’S, CINCINNATI 
(Two-a-Day) 




















1. SYLVIA LOYAL’S DOGS 
Your criticism on how the present 2. JOE COOK 
. THOMAS SWIFT & CO. 
= is framed is your own business. 4. WM. and MARG. CUTTY 
ut you might have known: who|] 5. OLIVER and OPP 
was doing this kind of fighting, as|| 6 WILLIAMS and WOLFUS 
I have been alone in the amusement % ome ame ery >) My unm 
field in this kind of work for 19 
years. Played 165 years in this OPENING BILL, 
ese 4 = Ras WEEK MARCH 17, 1919 
STATE-LAKE, CHICAGO 
MAYBERRY-STERLING AGAIN 1. VAN and BELLE 
; ee ° an ANN 
Mayberry and Sterling have re- |! §° TInLiAN FITZGERALD 
united for vaudeville after several 4. EMMA HAIG and LOU LOCKETT 
» 5. LOU HOLTZ 
years separation. 6. “FOR PITY’S SAKE” 
Alma Sterling quit vaude thrée 7. TRIXIE FRIGANZA 
years ago to enter pictures, which || 8 WILLIAMS and WOLFUS 
split the team. 9. BRODBAN and SILVER MOON 





























CECI 


KEITH'S PALACE 


The Mistress of Ceremonies 


CUNNINGH 


SINGING COMEDIENNE 


, NEW YORK, THIS WEEK 





RETURN TO VAUDEVILLE 





(MARCH 28) 


Direction CHARLES MORRISON 
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1 —An Open Letter From AL SHAYNE— 


DEAR FOLKS: 


THANKS TO YOU ALL FOR THE SENSATIONAL RECEPTION TENDERED TO ME AND MY 
GANG UPON OUR OPENING AT THE WORLD-FAMOUS 


PELHAM HEATH INN 
PELHAM PARKWAY AND EASTCHESTER ROAD, PELHAM, N. Y. 


WHICH WAS ATTENDED BY ALMOST EVERY CELEBRITY OF THE THEATRE, CINEMA AND 
SONGLAND. SINCERELY, 


YOUR LOVING SON, “AL.” 


“NEW YORK’S MOST POPULAR ENTERTAINER AND A GREAT ARTIST.”—“ZIT’S” 
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GENNETT RECORD C0.’S 
CONSENSUS 


“it does not matter whether 
it is New York’s Broadway or 
California's promenade, 
amusement lovers immediately 
know the name of Al Shayne 
when announced. He is like 
Jolson and other stars, hailed 
as soon as seen. Gennett 
records are proud to announce 
the acquisition of this famous 
entertainer, Baron of Broad- 
way’s Gay Row and chief < 
reveler in New York's cele- 
brated Pelham Heath Inn. He 
has succeeded admirably in 
transplanting the personality ! 
and appeal in his voice to the 
wax with marvelous results 
and his records are creating 
an unprecedented demand.” 


NEW YORK “EVENING 
GRAPHIC” 


By WALTER WINCHELL 


“Al Shayne, one of the most 
popular entertainers in town, 
is the star at Pelham Heath. 
‘Your loving son, Al,’ to use 
the vernacular, does not have 
to take his hat off to anyone 
when it comes to putting over 
a song. He has youth, good 
looks, a great sense of humor, 
appearance, personality and a 
tremendous appeal in his 

- voice. He commands your in- 
stant attention and will soon 
be among the topnotchers.” 











PHONE 


PHONE 
WESTCHESTER 6619 


TALMADGE 2027-1018 


NIGHTLY AT PELHAM HEATH INN 














DENVER “POST”: “This organization, by virtue of ability, originality and characteristic melody and rhythm, has set the world of music 
afire. Eleven youths, who stepped from the University of Kentucky into the calcium of music as the most popular modern day entertainers, 
comprise the noted orchestra. Featured in their welcoming program are many novelties which their radio followers have never seen; char- 
acter acting and singing, trios, quartets—even octets. The 12 music masters double to the extent of handling 34 instruments during an 
average concert. A saxophone sextette and brass sextette complete their repertoire.” 


SPECIAL THANKS TO 
HARRY BERNSTEIN GORDON SOULE DAVEY BRONSTEIN “TAPS” 
(“The Pride of St. Paul’’) (“The Soul of the Gennett Record”) (Our Daddy) (Our Sponsor) 
¢ THANKS ALSO FOR THE MANY THEATRE, PICTURE HOUSE AND CAFE OFFERS 
Summering All Season at PELHAM-—-THANK YOU!!! 
All communications to “TAPS,” 1587 Broadway, New York, or AL SHAYNE, PELHAM HEATH INN, Pelham Parkway, Pelham, N. Y. 
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Gees for Cancellation 





Chicago, March 29. 
Suit has been started against 
Henry Goldenberg, manager of the 
Empress, Milwaukee, by the Jack 
Levine acrobatic trio for salary 
claimed due. Goldenberg closed the 


act after it had played one day. 
When the house was turned over 


to a local show Goldenberg asked | 
acts on the bill to finish their date | 
at Sheboygan, Wis. Levine refused, 
and when his act was ordered 


closed started suit for $150 claimed 
due for the rest of the engagement. 





AUTOMATON ON INDE. TIME 


Radiana, the Automaton, import- 
ed by the Keith-Albee Circuit and 
which played one week at the 
Hippodrome, New York, has been 
booked for a tour of the Chamber- 
lain houses through Pennsylvania, 
opening at the Victoria, Shamokin, 
Pa., March 28. 

The act was placed through the 
Alf Wilton office, after turning 
down an offer of further K.-A. 
bookings, following salary dif- 
ferences. 








NEW HOTEL ANNAPOLIS 


Washington, D. CO. 
R. H. FATT, Mgr. 


In the Heart of 
Theatre District 


11-12 and H Sts. 





|fice here had not 


Looe’ s Ta Office 


Getting Houses Weekly 


Chicago, March 29. 
Loew's western 
Johnny Jones, is 


Marcus 
through 
| uing its drive 
recruits weekly. 

Two latest are the Colony, Frank- 
fort, Ind., and the Liberty, Peru 
Ind. Both formerly were in the 
Carrell office They play vaude- 
ville on a last-half policy, using 
three acts. 

Until last February the Loew of- 
solicited new 
houses. When Jones started the 
drive he annexed 11 houses the first 
week. 





JUDGMENTS 


Cantor Comedies, Inc.; Internat. 
Film Service Co., Inc.; $1,054.35. 

Lewis Cantor and Wm. Brandell; 
same; $473.19. 





Gene Buck; 
$535.74. 

Magazine 
Frolic Pub. Co., Ine.; 

Connie’s’ Inn, Inc.; 
Press, Inc.; $25.49. 

Yiddish Playwrights League et 
al.: Amalgamated Bank of N. Y.; 
$173.13. 


B. Cunningham; 


Dist. of Am. 
$1,480.11. 
Kennerley 


Inc.; 





BIRTHS 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Connolly, at 
Columbia Hospital, Washington, 
D. C., March 27, son. The Con- 
nollys have a daughter. Father is 
Washington representative of the 
Will Hays organization. 

Mr. and Mrs. Chas. A, Rosskam, 
at the Westerly Hospital, Westerly, 
R. I., March 4, son. Father is with 
the Chicago Stock Company. 














BERT LEVEY CIRCUIT 














OF VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 
New York Chicage 
Main Office: 

226 ALCAZAR THEATRE BUILDING Woods 

t W. 47th St. SAN FRANCISCO Building 
Kans. City Detroit Seattle L. Angeles Denver Dallas 
Chambers Barium Buprees Lincoln Tabor 0.H. Melba 

Bldg. Bidg. Bldg. Bidg. Bldg. Bldg. 








ACKERMAN & HARRIS 


EXECUTIVE OFFICES: 
THIRD FLOOR, PHELAN BLDG. 


MARKET, GRANT and O’FARRELL STREETS 


SAN FRANCISCO 


ELLA HERBERT WESTON, Booking Manager 


LOS ANGELES—62¢ CONSOLIDATED BLDG. 














A VAUDEVILLE AGENCY WHICH PRODUCES MORE THAN IT 


PROMISES. 


CONSISTENT, EFFICIENT SERVICE SINCE 1913 


The Fally Markus Vaudeville Ageney. 


1579 Broadway 


Lackawanna 7876 


New York City. 


office, 
contin- | 
for new houses with 











. . NIBLO and SPENCER and Co. 


In “A Thousand Miles from Nowhere” 


By ALLEN SPENCER TENNEY 


Playing Keith-Albee Theatres From Now On 


Management: 


HENRY 


BELLIT 











MYRTLE 


This Week (March 28), 





BOLAND 


THE MELODY MAID 


Loew’s State, New York 


DIR.—WM. MACK 


Wednesday, March 30, 1827 








RE py Bnbbousadiidens 


NEW YORK 
Chopsticks Productions, New York 
| city, vaudeville, comedy plays, | 
motion pictures, $3,000; Sidney 
Kalfus, Frank J. Friedman, Bertha 
Safier. Filed by Kendler & Gold- 


| stein, 1540 Broadway. 

| Message Productions, New York 
city, music, literature, musical H- 
braries, entertainments, 
common no par value; 
King, Eva Parkoff. Filed by L. L. 


| Green, 1564 Broadway. | 
| Tenner Theatrical Enterprises, 
New York city, theatrical perform- | 


ances, stage plays, $20,000; Samuel 
Rubin, Joe Tenner, Henry Israel. | 
Filed by Joseph G. Barron, 152 West 
42nd street. 

International Musical Service Co., 
New York city, hire and furnish all 
kinds of musical talent and enter- 
tainers, $5,000; Louis Werner, Louis 
Rosenberg, August Schroder. Filed 
by Benjamin D. Rose, 1540 Broad- 
way. 

United Actors, New: York city, 
theatres and motion pictures, $20,- 
000; Frederick W. Murphy, David 
L. Fultz, Maurice Siegel. Filed by 
Murphy and Fultz, 165 Broadway. 


Hollywood on the Hudson, Albany, 
motion pictures, musical and dra- 
matic plays, $100,000; J. H. Cun- 
ningham, L. E. Sahlem, H.. C. Bor- 
tell. Filed by H. J. Cunningham, 
Albany. 

Upstate Amusement Co, New 
York city, motion pictures, theatres, 
100 shares common no par value; 
Louis W. and J. Myer Schine, 
Maurice A. Shea. Filed by Sieg- 
fried F. Hartman, 46 Cedar street. 


Wolfsohn Musical Bureau of New 
York, New York city, agency for 
vocal and instrumental music and 
performers, 10,000 shares common 
no par value; M. G. Adams, E. C. 
Toffler, Robert H. Linderman. Filed 
by Joseph B. Uniacke, 120 Broad- 
way. 

Lathal Amusement Corp., Brook- 
lyn, theatrical, musical, operatic, 
motion pictures, 100 shares common 
no par value; Esther Abend, Ruth 
F. McKeown, Ida Nemser. Filed by 
Louis L. Lavine, 215 Montague 
street. 


Rygarmo Holding Co. Lacka- 
wanna, Erie county, amusement, 





200 shares | 
Mavtin BI 


ILL AND INJURED 
Harry Snodgrass_was injured in 
an auto accident gnear Hannibal, 
| Mo., last week. He was driving to 

Trenton, Mo. His car skidded off 
of the paving and he was severely 
cut on the forehead. 

Irene Nelson (Billy and Irene 
Nelson) at the American hospital, 
| Chicago, recovering from an opera- 
tion. 





Alfred Harding, publicity repre- 


| sentative for Equity is at the Mar 


hattan Eye, Ear and Nose hospital, 
under treatment for mastoiditis. 

Mrs. Johnny Dooley was taken ill 
Friday with pleurisy and complica- 
tions, just about as the Dooleys 
were to move to their new home in 
Scarsdale, N. Y. 


Ambrose Wyrick, concert tenor 
anil formerly with the . Chicago 








opera, was badly injured in a taxi- 
cab accident in Chicago. 

Churchill Ross, screen comedian, 
confined at Hollywood Hospital. 
Hollywood, 

Natacha Nattova, adagio dancer, 
teamed with M. Rodion, tore a liga- 
ment in her left foot while appear- 
ing at the Club Richman Monday 
night. It is the seventh similar ac- 
cident in the past 14 months she 
has been on this side, 





PLIMMER’S NEW 4 


Walter Plimmer Agency gained 
four additional stands last week. 
The acquisitions include the 
Schenectady (formerly Proctor’s), 


Schenectady, N. Y.; State, Sche- 
nectady, N. Y¥.; Opera House, Co- 
hoes, N. Y., and Orpheum, Kingston, 
N. Y. 

The first two of the group are 
playing five acts on a split week. 
The other two have suspended 
vaudeville until April 18 when they 
also will play five acts on a split. 
4 





MARRIAGES 


Ponzi Crans, trombonist, Charles 
Dornberger Orchestra, to Yvette 
Mandler, concert pianist, in Wash- 
nigton, D. C., March 24, 

Max Balaban (Balaban & Katz, 
Chicago) and Dina Sakanof, non- 
professional, March 23 in Chicago, 

John Spingold, son of Harry Spin- 
gold, Ass’n agent, was married six 
months ago to Frances Mosely, also 
of Chicago, in South Bend, Ind. 
Parents of the couple have just 
been informed of the marriage 
Both are non-professional. 

Benny Rubin of vaude to Mary 


O’Brien, pictures, March 26, at 
South Bend, Ind. 


Walter Greene, picture agent, to 
Frances Klein, non-professional, at 
Santa Ana, Cal., Nov. 12. 

Margit Hedigus, violiniste, to Doe 
nare Cave, of Frivolity Five, at 
Shreveport, La. The newlyweds 
have been appearing on a unit bill 
over the Interstate Circuit. 





All English Called Off 


The Keith-Albee Circuit has called 
off the contemplated All-English 
bili scheduled for the Palace, New 
York, next week, due to the impos- 
sibility of lining up enough acts of 
British extraction. 

Vesta Victoria and Will Fyfe were 
the only acts available, the others 
either having returned to England 
or booked by outside circuits. 

Neville Fleeson and Norma Ter- 
ris have also been added to next 
week’s Palace bill. 


PAUL SAVOY 


AGENCY 


112 Madison Avenue 
Phone: Randolph 1915 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


Fastest growing agency in the Middle 
West. Standard acts, wire or write. 
































entertainment, 2,000 shares common 
no par value; John W. O’Connor, 
Martin T. Ryan, Bernard A. Mc- 
Donnell. Filed by O’Connor, New- 
ton & Doyle, Buffalo. 

Cast Producing Corp., New York 
city, operas, stage plays, $10,000; 
Carlton Macey, Isabel Dawn, Edwin 





bien, 1440 Broadway. 

Druban Producing Co., New York 
city, theatres, $1,000; Fannie Cohen, 
Rose Feldman, Charles’ J. Morgan. 
Filed by Brill, Bergenfeld & Brill, 
299 Broadway. 

Goodart Pictures, New York city, 
motion picture films, machines, $10,- 
000; Harry Kerer, Henry Sonen- 
shine, Filed by 
West 42nd street. 

Fayette Productions, New York 
city, manage theatres, opera houses, 
$10,000; Oscar F. wer, Frank Mc- 
Donnell. Filed by Joseph B. Finkel- 
stein, 2 Lafayette street. 

Paul Whiteman Publications, New 
York city, general music publishing, 
100 shares common no par value; 
Paul Whiteman, J. J. Robbins, Abel 
Green. . Filed by Miller & Miller, 25 
West 44th street. 

Cserepy Film Productions, New 
York city, theatrical plays, motion 
pictures, $20,000; E. <Arzen De 
Cserepy, Dave Kannengiesser. Filed 
by Max S. Seidler, 291 Broadway. ° 
city, manage theatres, 100 shares 
common no par value; Ellen S. 
Matthews, Frances Hoffman, Adolph 
Schimel. Filed by Siegfried F. 
Hartman, 46 Cedar street. 


Name Change 


Motion Picture Publications, 
Brooklyn, to E. V. V. Corp. Filed 





by Davies, Auerbach & Cornell, 34 








Nassau street, Manhattan. 


Redding. Filed by Heimann & Ru- | 


EB K. Ellis, 152) 





| 











|Marcus Loew 
BOOKINGAGENCY 


g LOEW BUILDING 
ANNE X 


160 WEST 46"ST: 
BRYANT: 9850~NEW YORK CITY 


J. H. LUBIN 


GENERAL MANA MANAGER 


MARVIN H. SCHENCK 


BOOKING MANAGER 
TL 
CHICAGO OFFICE 


604 WOODS THEATRE B’LD'G 
JOHNNY JONES 


IN CHARGE 
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TO ALL OWNERS, MANAGERS AND BOOKERS OF THEATRES AND SHOWS OF ALL KINDS 


“THE SHADOWGRAPH” 


(AS PRESENTED IN “ZIEGFELD’S FOLLIES” WITH RED AND GREEN SPECTACLES FOR THE AUDIENCE) 








“ 








if you see this SHADOWGRAPH being done in any theatre NOT booked by KEITH-ALBEE, ORPHEUM and AFFILIATED CIRCUITS, please wire me immediately. 


LEGAL WARNING 


IS PATENTED 


U. S. A. PATENT NO. 1,481,006—CANADA PATENT NO. 243,735 


TAKE HEED! BEWARE! 


or who have used, this Shadowgraph effect. 


GORDON BOSTOCK 
225 West 46th Street, New York City ' 


P. S—To My Artist and Manager Friends Throughout the Country: 


I have purchased these patents together with all rights to claims for past and future infringements. 
It is booked exclusively with the KEITH-ALBEE, ORPHEUM AND AFFILIATED CIRCUITS. 
My Attorneys, GOLDIE & GUMM, 1540 BROADWAY, N. Y. CITY, have instructions to start immediate suit against any who may use, 
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, ‘Mathews Agency Closed RADIO'S MANAGERIAL CONTRACTS. mand for certain tried and Ei April 5 with its first hour. N. B. C. 
radio-famous artists. lalso plans to farm out Olsen to 
Chicago, March 29. The N. B. c has been exacting | other commercial radio advertisers, 
‘ J. C. Mathews, one of the best ancy Reeves Ser 1s Wealent eae i) Radical and Fancy 
known showmen in the middle cidentally doing a terrific business | 
west, has closed his agency and (Continued f | on -—e- von é atage” commissions The $119,000 wholesale contract is 
gone into promotion, sponsoring : nuce trom page 1) end of the radio-show business - rimarily an altruistic work, in-|a radical departure, Hers tofore, no 
contests. for various fraternal or- | Panes of the N. B. C., permanent! The booking business has 4d tended more for the benefit and co-/| radio station dared assume this ob- 
ganizations. stock organizations, Such artists; veloped to such great extent that) °P*r’tion of the commercial ad-| ligation, staggering considering the 
fod gg a o- . Senia| it has grown beyond the National gem na ge pays $600 per hour| precariousness, at first thought, of 
ielins uiseppe di Benedetto,| Broadcasting Company's expecta-| °° “™ Mities of each radio sta-| sufficient bookings. Experience has 
' No. 1’s Machine Balloting | Frances Paperte, Jessica Drago-| tions. From a staft of five the rine tion, it reached proportions where |taught radio otherwise, however, and 
' When the New Y>: vk Theatrical | Mette, George O’Brien, Justin) two months has seen it developed pong advertiser need not be worried.| instead of paying for talent from 
Protective Union No. 1 (affiliatea | Laurie, Norman Clark, Arcadie!| into 19 people who are onneernad the ad. tirms are getting theirs | week to week, this contract ties up 
| with the I. A.), holds its annual| Sirkenholz, Adele Parkhurst, et al.,| solely with booking radio talent for) 6° US" ‘Y® Many artists making) a high-grade group for 52 weeks 
election of officers May 8 the bal- | @"¢ included in this unit of 22. | private functions, clubs, societies! ee ee further dis-/ at an average pro rata salary of 
loting for the first time will be A third contract of no known|#nd others desirous of staging en- see ee the name and fame of | $5,400 each. 
done by voting machinery. figure, but guaranteeing George) tertainments for a profit. ‘eae sander tyagasiags i Considering that at no time will 
Present No. 1 membership is| Kelly, the playwright-author of} An idea of what the Artists’ me | wd Booking Units | their services be more than one 
about 1,900. “Craig’s Wife,” etc., places Kelly|reau gets for its artists is derived | The Artists’ Bureau of the N. B.| hour per night, and probably not 


At this time there is little talk | under exclusive N. B. C. contract 


from the booking of George Olsen C. on the other hand, has found it] three nights a week, it's quite a 
as to any unusual politics in the|for lecture’ tours 


at colleges,|}and his orchestra to be augmented expedient to book out certain set] fancy scale of remuneration. 











officeship. churches and halls, and will eventu-| to 33 men for four days, June 6-9, penis: of ental ge It was qupnnensitmeiaii 
ally call for a permanent dramatic | inclusive, for $8,000. Mario Cham- 1ese miniature road shows that 
> , ; , ‘_| fostered the idea of concentrating} John A. Brown, district baggage 
° stock company to tour with Kelly,|lee will be the opening night's ; rete Pee 
Canavan Dinner presenting one of his successes : added attraction at $3,500 for “that exclusively on that type of booking. co aayt el aah aaa tox pe 
A testimonial P ‘ Fak, - Hence Olsen for dance music; | '44, has been in New York making 
dinner was given The N. B. C’s plans further cal} Me Concert. : 


' Gol Se ke a : f diligent search for Madame 
et midnight Monday (March 28) in ; c A radio show booked for the Goldman for straight concert band | * . 
Senoused’s vestaurant. Newark or Edwin Franko Goldinan, the 


: Kiwanis Club_ entertainment | music; Kelly for lectures on the| Y#c@Pl. The Japanese professional 
(1011 Broad street) to William F, | ‘“™0US bandmaster, who is being! springfield, Mass. May 16-18, Pos theatre; the grand and light oper-|/¢ft New York Jan, 3 last on her 
Canavan, president of the L A. T- nagesates for exclusively. clusive, costs $9,000. It Goahintinn | atic troupes for versatility, way south, and her trunk was 
8. E., and Harry Sherman, retiring eae! N. B. C. is frank iM/the Record Boys, Graham Mc- Olsen will be guaranteed $50,000 a broken into en route. The Illinois 
assistant president. ng it hopes to book talent of] Namee and Milton Cross, WEAF| Year and it will be the task of the Central took up the trunk matter 
The midnight hour was chosen so | °UCh “libre as to be suitable for| ang WJZ announcers respectively,| N. B. C. to farm out the maestro as|®"4 Row has Brown seeking the 
that all the boys in New York shows — Metropolitan Opera Co. and for Bonnie Laddies, and an Anna/ Well as his orchestra. This con- apes whereatouts of Madame 
might attend. Plates were $8 per, |‘“i% Purpose a special scouting trip| Byrnes dance band. tract is exclusive of Olsen's $2,500| ¥@¢#P!. 
abroad will be made. S. L. Ross with Louis Tapee as-| per hour per week agreement with 
Phil Baker joined the cast of “A Managerial Contracts sisting has the bureau in charge.| the Stromberg-Carlson Telephone Gordon Kahn is now personal rep- 
Night in Spain” at Pittsburgh this The radio broadcasting syndicate’s|It is garnering a flock of contracts; Mfg. Co. of Rochester which starts resentative for Allan K. Foster. 
week. Baker played two weeks at placing of desirable radio talent un-| for the N. B. C.’s radio artists. The 
Fox's, Philadelphia, after turning der exclusive contract, is a veering| service is more for the advertisers 
down a K-A offer at short dough. from the booking to the managerial; who hire the N. B. C.’s broadcast- | 
ing facilities, since the artists’ per- | 
sonal appearances are considered | 
an additional plug through the 
medium of the performers. 
The radio “made” names, here- 
SECOND WEEK BY POPULAR DEMAND tofore of unknown quantity, have) 
- been commanding fancy salaries | /® 
Keith-Albee Palace, New York everywhere and ofttimes, because of | ff 
picture house or production con- 
(MARCH 21 and MARCH 28) tracts, certain “names” have not 
been available whenever the ulti-| 
mate consumer requested them with | 
a “price no object” notation. These | 


. private show managers have learned | 
in the past two or three years—the | , 
Pennsylvapian Railroad’s various! — 


benevolent associations have been 
i booking WEAF talent for four | 
in “IMPRESSIONS”—aAlbert King at the Piano yeare—that the ether “names” are| 
good attractions in the disposal of) 
their tickets, hence the insistent de- | 
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surns. and Allen (Geo. N. and Grace) in 
“Lamb Chops,” by Al Boasberg, second after 
intermission at Keith’s Palace, New York, this 
week (March 28). Direction Tom Fitzpatrick. 
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THE REPORT . 
that I have signed with Mr. Ziegfeld 


IS UNFOUNDED. 


) : Have only signed contracts for a limited vaudeville tour, ending May 1 


JOE COOK 


Address Communications 


LANDING, NEW JERSEY 













































































































































Loew's State (25) 























Aeroplane Giris 
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Vale & Stewart The Monkey Talks Ist half (4-6) Al Abbott Cameron Howard Marks & Ethet o« 
PRESENTATIONS ILLS Don Miller “Smoke Eaters” Maximo Tayler Tr Perry Mansfield Hamid: Bey - 
—B Stanley Chapman Rose O'Hara - . 
‘Underst’d’g Heart’ PHILADELPHIA | Kelly & Knox BAY RIDGE, N. ¥. NORFOLK, VA. TORONTO, CAN, How 
‘ Fays (27) Herb Williams © Loew State (4) Yon Van 
LOS ANGELES . ten “ ge St. (4) a 
THIS WEEK (March 28) Boul eaP Fulton & ParxerRv | ® + gee Roses | Ist half (4-6) Diaz’ Monkeys Hubert Dyer Co wy: 
NEXT WEEK A il 4 asove Raym'’d & Caverly | . bo tinis : Powers 2 Freeman & S’ym*ur]| 4% Rozellas Bob 
( pri ) 2d haif (30-2) Adams D&A B ac Thompson & Kemp | Winnte Baldwin Geo Morton R 
| Lynn Cowan Ba Foster & Peggy ae o— Benséee & Baird Frank D’Armo Co | Kimberly’ & P . 
i) ri F & M Specialty | Freehand 3 Whit” . iltard | DeMeaux & H Rev | Hughie Clark Ce Earl Lindsay's Te o 
. , Orchids & Ermine’! “Upstream” irt of Sync (Ome to fill (One to fill) ays Rey 
Shows carrying numerals such as (27) or (28) indicate opening this; ga nnay Cirel Stanley (27 (Onp te 85) 24 half (7-10) adem WOODHAV'N, L4, 
week, on Sunday or Monday, as date may be. For next week (3) or (4) | ar 7 aaiey (5%) Orpheum Perez & Marguerite PROVID'NCE.. B.-L Willard Bot 
with split weeks also indicated by dates. ~~ —¢" | fag meng nag ist half (4-6) } Jackson & Taylor neery.. © Ist half (4-6) Bu 
, Laughlin's Glory June Maye Noel Lester Co Chabot & Tortini Palermo’s Canines | Florinis cil! 
An asterisk (*) before name signifies act is new to city, doing a neW) 4 noia Glazer Duley 2 Barr & Cross Pat Daley Co Cor 
turn, reappearing after absence or appearing for first time. Anita Pam Co (One to fill) PaaS Se — 
< : ee Harry Breen BIRM’GH'M. ALA EXCLUSIVELY DESIGNED 
Pictures include in classification picture policy with vaudeville or| OFFICIAL DENTIST TO THE N. V. A. Gilbert & Avery Ry , ‘| GARMENTS FOR 
presentation as adjunct. 24 halt (1-10) Temple <) GENTLEMEN 
DR. JULIAN SIEGEL — Pee Togan & Geneva , 
‘ *hester Jere Fay & Milliken 
PARIS iia ee 1560 Broadway, New York Renard & West Kelly Jackson Co 
3 --- poaply Stickney Caits Bros ; Bet. 46th and 47th Sts. Moore & Mitchell Joe Browning Cc 
This Week (March 28) song Pants Women-Diamonds This wk: WM. COHAN, B. A. ROLFE Frank Farnum Co]! Wilson Sis Rev 
Casino de Paris Empire CHICAGO Garden (28) ——- — State (4) BOSTON, MAS6. 
Maurice Chevalier Singer's Midgets Belmont (28) L Stoutenburgh Co} wit Stanton “New York” Clown Rev Orpheum (4) 1632 B’way, at 50th St.. N. Y¥. City Gi 
Lorraine Sis Doume! Art Kahn Bd Flying Henry Kosioff'’s Dancers . Nelidofft 4 Renter 3 — Ag 
Jane St Bonnet Clarel Proper & Maret Barrett & Cuneen | ‘what Price Glory’ PITTSBU RGH Brooks & Nace Ed Blum & Sis a". (Oo 
Yvonne Vallee Zoiga & Rachel Frank Hamilton Russell & Marconi Adeline (28) Teck Murdock Co Copelend & Bene Fenwick Girls Carey Ellsw’th & M 
L Tiller Girls Les Goliath Lee Evans R Fielder Co Egyptian (Indef.) Halt K Orch Corbett & Barry Fein & Teanyson Donovan & Lee Hyams & Evans 
Dutard lies & Walter Fenton McEvoy ‘The Denver Dude’ | Grauman Prologue] ¢ “aaieeane sins Guiran & Marg Co) aunt Jemima Hawthorne & Cook | Rice & Newton 
—— Sheets Chom Deo New (28) 100 Years Ago Mills & Shea Victoria Geo Schreck Co Al Moore Be Frank Farnum Co 9 
ae Campara Gould bot ee Nell Roy Co ‘Old Treasides’ “Love of Sunya” ist half (4-6) BUFFALO, N. Y. 8. ANT’NIO, TEX. - 2a half (7-10) A 
Champs Elysees | Aitilio Zetty “Blind Alleys” Pessy = Figueroa (25) , idee tl Perez & Marguerite State (4) Empire (4) “tia. rds M 
Morace Goldin Jossiin wuise Scheerer S$ Santaella Orch = ie Murray & Irwin Sates ° 3 « 
Daiciers John & Partners Capitol (2) “Love "Em Wild” “White Gold” Faust Renard & West 3% Arleys va ae Seats tie pe ay 
Otaga Bill Tony French Vitaphone Rivoli (28 ' Grand (27) Margaret Young Athlone Jack Goldie Rev omg roy Ce » 
Yvonne George Franck Ho Del Delbridge Bd ) Forum (Indef.) ion Wells Fay Rev Roeland Travers Co . ) 
Hank the Mule C de Lilde Eddie Mathews Ruth Glanville t, Gattechatk Ge | Orem Oe 2d half (7-10) Rogers & Donnelly | { 4 
Hai Yung Tr Blanche de Paunac Pinafore Kiss in a Taxie” | Gorgalis 3 Al Lentz Orch 
Ghezzy Bros Les Blee Rios eee | WH Roger PROVIDENCE Elsie Lang ; , 
na a ads ATS AL OMENSMCN EET as Kelly & Knox ay 
Leo Bill Manuela del Rio , Hays (28) Ferris & Ellis State (4) 
Jadex Lina Loti 1 MIGNON Criterion (indef.) Dainty Marie ‘ V Lopez Orch Monroe Bros 74 
Maud Loty Chambard J j Vaugh Comfert Co Ww 
Geo lastry De Roze { a eee Carnival Capers Sears aeieonaeeraeae ms —— NEWARK, N. J. Perman & Sheliey 
Maurice Preval Jules Cheroy R E N E Donehue & Barrett Pantages (4) Seminary Scandals 












































































































































) Sylvia Loyal Co pa 
LONDON | —and— Gene Morgan. Ba | “Husband Hunters’ LANDRY & SHELD Russell & Marconi | MAPsean Tr 
iy ' fF & M Idea I Sp Tue SPOKANE, W 
This Week (March 28) ROBERT Pepite SF. LOUIS, ILL. PRESENT Deteasean. &.: Cale er , WASH, 
See Pyramié Giris Ambaseader (27) , Alexander Santos tages (4) 
FINSBURY PARK Victoria Palace Harvey Karels Gertrude Ederle DAVE BUFFALO, N. ¥ Stanieys — 
Empire Dwethy seemtate ) “p aa “The Taxi Dancer” | “The Silver Tiger’ P 9.2" . Se are Sees 
ouston Sis | ' ES : aneages ennedy Co 
eS ae Will, Somers { om ANC | Metropolitan (25) | Grand Central (27) Deno Sis-@ Th'b'it| Kemper & Baird 
Robb. Wilton od a tat Just Closed 8 Successfal Weeks | Ben Black Ba Gene Rodemick Or ' George Goula Co Brewster Pomeroy 
Selma 4 ells brady ‘ Wedding Betis Hills of Kentucky ‘ Yacopi Tr SEATTLE, WASH. 
Charles Austi Sins Carrie & Pix | Davis Island Country Club eg iy Missourt (27) The Popular Nut Comedian (Two to fill) Pantages ta) 
ay enderson | . , 
8 Bradieys Harry Gunn ' TAMPA Loretta Duvat Chinese Jade ANNOYED BY N’@’RA F’LS, N.¥.| Giyon Vai Jean 
NEW CROSS | Clay Stearas 6 Pashes Loui Pantages Covan & Walker 
HACKNEY NOW AT Kddie Magill Tamire ouise Massart and Sam Mass lst halt (4-6) | Shurom & DeVries 
Empir Empire ' y Metropolitan Girls | A@a Forman \ Welby Cook Ci Gordon & Pierce 
@niint “ei Glad Eyes Rev Coral Gables Inn “Afraid to Love” | Ave Bombarger KEITH-ALBEE CIRCUIT Karly & Tatght Weldanos 
nters Rev enadeag 
— SHEPH’RDS BUSH MIAMI Million Dollar tenes at Venice” GEORGE POLI ere eg Clayton V’NCOUVER, B. ©, 
LONDON Empire obby Henshaw 
one Exelusive Management Gnéet.) UNIONTOWN, PA. Night im Venice Pantages (4) 
Alhambra a Leo Forbstein Bad ° 4 
: ry oer Ptnr China Bound Stat m . - half (7-10) Stanley & Atree 
Bernt am" Whit Cuntiffe ALF r. WIL { ON Remis & Brown 24 half (31-2) af Fe @ Chaaw’ SrCny op etmams 
Dick Hend Mona Gre Jack Pennywell Mile. Andree Co BRSORIES Hal} & Rogess Verna H ay met : 
Raymond Newell 2 Stuarts . 1560 Broadway Frank Shaanes Bedford Johaay Barry Co Crichicla san are pe >< ner 
’ a 0 way 
Debroy Somers Bd | De Haven & Page : eS WASH’GTON, D.C.] ist nait (4n6) | Frank Devoe Po | (One to fill) - 
Larry Kemble Haig & Escoe Suite 1508 Bryant 2023-8 Stee ee ee nonx | Metropolitan (83) | Lyla Campus ried wei BLGM'M, WASH, 
Ben Blue STRATFORD Belcher Girts Vitaphone weDowee Maly &Q DALLAS, TEX. RONTO, CAN. Pantages (4) 
@diecum Empire “Tell the Marines” | Breeskin — tom” a yom Sa sep Melba (4) D Pantages (4) Alexander & Kent 
=“ vu - “Sorrows of Satan (One to fill) Gordon & Day on Valerio Co Harry Rappe 
The Asas ng Rags Rev ptown (25) en =eonene i tim 4 Ceovans Langford & Myra 
Idris Daniels . Dolores & Eddie 5 Rollickers Abe Lyman Orch Palace 2a half (7-18) Cea *¥ | Compim’ts of 8’s'n| Babcock & Doll 
Nervo & Knox WOOD GREEN | Chas Bennett “The Sea Tiger” ‘Wrong Mr Wright’ | Carnival Week Toney & George Ails & Paiiman Cecil Alexander O'Brien 6 . 
Josephine Trix Empire Len Butler 2 Jack Sidney Berdie Kraemer = ‘ate nd Bartee Sis Prin White Cloud 
Kareavina Go Irish Folties Kerenoff Giris Valencia (28) M’RG’NT’WN, W.V.| Drena Beach McCoy & Walton oscoe Alls Ba 
“The General” Misha Guterson Metropolitan T Christian Orch | Parisian Art EVNSWLLE, inp,| M4MILTON, CAN.) TACOMA, WASH. 
PROVINCIAL Chi (28) “Tell the Marines” 2a half (31-2) Dick Latest (One to fill) Tivoli Pantages (4) Pantages (4) 
BOSTO ASS » SS. Gates v 
ENGLAND noth iting: Metro nd c (27) “ainediieg 4 a) Ist ote 4 ‘ Watkins Cir Bobby Carbone Kelly ‘% Forsythe 
u ing etropolitan (27) | NEWARK, N. J tds - 49 yo Har’ gt ii 
5 si “Demi-B - +o Russell , gton Reynolds | Ariine & Seals 
ARDWICK GREEN HULL ee Jack North Branford (26) | 708E Woiert orch eeisee E tener | Beene & Wilson = pe lina Lucie Breck 
Empire Palace Granada (28) Clarion Micen bates Don Alvin Co Caits Bros Pat Daley Co Wilkens & Wilkens esley Barry Co Dr Thompsen 
Coane cece Mustard Club Rey men Senet Bd “Cabaret” ’ “Blind Alleys Sete? ‘ ee Bat = Clinton & Rooney | DETROIT, MICH. | PORTLAND, ORE. 
ee ior (9) Mosque (26) a wid , vo HOBOKEN, N. J. Miles (4) Pant 
Harry Herbert LAVERPOOGL Caprice Sis Sousa Orch pe Joseph Cherney 2a half (7-10) Siete chin ages (4) 
Harry Allister Tak Wah Ahon rson Co Dick Leibert Geo Stan Lyric obin ood Zieglers 
cory lg = oe Empire Taylor & Hawks State (28) Aaheie, 6 “Fhe General” al ew: & Sis let half (3-6) Raymond Bond Willis & Whiting 
Dinks & Trixie British Opera Co | Ming Toy Girls Irving Aaronson Or | Time & Gherarcy Riake (27) Gilbert & Avery Rvy| Gaines Bros wae 6 ee Smily Earle Ce 
BIRMINGHAM MAXCHESTER | oO” Cogest .& Mette eckiee & mrmiay Rex Rommica” | Ctwe te All) ane eee Ce 
“Nj are “Reseurr Curtis & I aS —_—_—— 
Empire ‘ Harding (28) Night of Love” awrence BOOKED 
Hippodrome ‘ Terminal (2 (3) Melba Rich & Cherie 
Khaki Burlesque Folies Bergere wrt |g Sg BUFFALO, N.Y. | ters & ab 6) a Se Pres n ist half (4-6) Bickford Family TH 
Grand yt Euffalo (27) ; Z Francis 3 2d half (7-10) 
Palace Novelle Bros ‘ i ie ’ ae St s Vase 
Jumbles Rev Gasties in the A! A & L Walker Stone Age Follies |: j Berlin —s < _—— 2 LOU CAME 
BRADFORD asties in tne Alf! Gould Dancers Walter Pontius j Holden & King abalone al Taylor RON and CO. 
poweiann NEWCASTLE “Marines” ‘McFadden’s Flats’ | | Loew (Two to fill) namie ogy 4 B MADELINE PATRICE 
Princess Charming Empire Oriental (28) Lafayette (27) { wie = (7-10) (One to fill) FORD and PRICE 
7 ao > ry , Teni j iss « ‘ 3 4 
BRISTOL The Blue Train + alma sama ot Veuice } | .tagie Campus JAMAICA, L. I Direction MARK J. LEDDY 
Hippodrome semana wrate 8 Vitavhone NEW YORK CITY | Ferris & Ellis eye ed Kemp Hillside 226 West 47th St. Suite 901 
Tapp & Habel Bryan & Rehan Rv jen st half (3-6 = 
Claude Alba Empire ————— 1 American (One to fill) 5 Musical Roses Weiss 3 ( ) p ey ; ——oo 
Norman Carrol Glad News Rev DR. ALBERT S. EPPS POE an Ly Be | basset, (7-10) (One to fill) Bigelow & Lee coe oo 00 ) nae ae 
Patti Loftus aHoen & Dupr’ce Metropoli rown & LaVelle of = - 
att . . = ; 4 Bel politan (4) ad ri . -etley 
Paani pe Surgepn Dentist ete & Breen « Bellbor ad Kay Hamlin . K ‘ton to fill) ms ——— oe 
* CARDIFF imp re . B Morri 3 oys Will ; r ’ 4 o ) Dall: 3 8. FR’CO'SC ~ 
- ¥en 1576 BROADWAY, NEW YORK . asey [0 G Broadhurst C wine © Ward 2d half (7-10) re | 8. FR'C'SCO, CAI, 
Empire ee ae ee Publicity Building Phone: Chickering 0015 | Ae a age’ O° (| -Rubinoff ° | Smith & Sawyer | Casting Campbells Barbier Simms | Faatases <4) 
. . s oO are ‘a sind Ardell c aves e . § 
oa oe Royal This Week: Fred Rich; Ben Selvin | Rubinoft elbint & Albert { buck & White McDevitt, Kelly an) re Saket | Geen 
EDINBURGH Dawn Rev Bronson & Edw'ds Grand Modern Rev Bensee & Baird Hazel Green, Bd Jimmy Walker 
Empire ; eect: 2a half (7-10) lst haif (4-6 DeMeaux & H Rev TOLEDO Manning & Hall 
soe Mig — hon pia ay = oe ae een et nen & eter ee Waitin’ 1st half (4-6) LONDON, CAN Pantages Po lane i aeons 
Dorris Dene oya CiAtK BOrene 7 . ‘radd’k & Shadney | Tuck & Cinn ae r . ae ne y 
The Midgets None but Brave Taylor & Blake CLEVELAND, 0. | Rich & Cherie Thornton & Squices Winnie & Dolly Loew's Norris, Monks Joyce's Horses 
Johnson & Clark Paul Small Allen (27) Sid Hall Orch Ruth Roye ry ed Kraemer Ist half (4-6) Morten Harvey —— ™ “ 
Albert Whelan SALFORD ween = eel onal In China seroma & Evelyn Parisian Art pir: Pl: ns Pligg Ninez & Kabin ae Bree poet L. ANGELES, C'I, 
. « le ti : u1 & Squi : : re £. f 
Hans Graft 3 Satine Adler Weil & H net Re Baty my 2d half (7-10) (One to fill) Dunn & Half rep Si more Pantages (4) 
Revell & Syd Piceadill Vivian Glenn Martha Pryor Co Th Verna He azeys 
LAS Eccles Amt'r B8'ct’y lily (28) Willie Robyn Gautier’s Toy Shop ohh ain gg: 2d half (7-10) 2d } + hep ter Ge r Al Golem 
GLASGOW : Al Short Bd Steve Wenizer Bigelow & Lee Manning & Class | yy ¢@ ag (7-10) INDIANAPOLIS | Grindell & Esther 
Alhambra ‘ SHEFFIELD Ted Leary Me Wu Avenue B Myame & Evans Birdman & Rowl'@/ johnny ming Pantages (4) Lewis & Amos 
Jack Hilton's Bd Empire Memes San Ber, tet half (#-6) | Cyas Ahearn Go | B Haraitton c Harry Keester Rey | J J Collins mare» ad A aad 
Tex McLead Lyric & St Clair Loves Mistake Broadvue (27) Manning & Class as Ahearn Co B Hamilten Orch eester Rev B & S Matthe Mann’s Bd 
Rodney Hudson@'ls | Leslie Sarony Senate (28) Eva Fay B’rdman & Rowl’d Greeley Sa. (One to fill) MEMPHIS, TENN. Vaudeville shows at 
Hengler Bros Fred Barnes “New York” Moore & Mitchell ist half (4-6 Premier State (4) Dave Vine SAN DIEGO, CAL, 
Wesley & Aldous | 6 Concy Islanders | oom? Peete we Swift & Gibson Rv | wore ) 1 Royal Pekin T Pantages (4) 
Willy Woltard ge 6 Buck & Bubbles Metropolitan (27) (One to fill) wre: - he oon half (4-6) ae & Todd y ekin Tr 
Empire Lily Morris — R meas | re ner 2a halt (7-10) Kherassan 4 B ry Alimat & Gai a Sa Burke & = 
Piccadilly Rev Stella Ptne Sophie Tilden ecese Sts Gaines Bres Nielson & Warden | Chabot & Tortini Frances White passages. (6) Vadie Dancers 
HANLEY SOUTHSRA —_ ~~ aia Libby & Sparrow mada Bete Van & Schenck 
Grand King - » SSncere ——— | MILWKEE, WIS Insign (One to fill) 
Top Gear Rev What's His Name a WHEN JAC K - . LIPSHI J | é ORDER Miller (4) ; 7 ~~ Tne 
LEEDS SWANSEA eridan (28) MONDAY; Leach LaQuinlan 3 A NOVELTY 
. — Grace LaRue PLAYING Tracey ; JACK SHERMAN 
Empire Empire Abott Girls 908 Walnut St FINISH fooan Bae i with LEW FIELDS’ 
Safety First Rev Mirthquake Rev W Blaufuss Bd PHILADELPHIA ad SATURDAY Wm aaa -~ Matal THE DECK” 
, S — oa nn — Earl & Bell SEE SEE / 
a4 Royal Filipino Or | Bernard Wet : ; A Sigil 
P 2d half (30-2) a eber Co}! Harry Hines VI . MON ; ‘an H 
Pi tu The tr Gardai te Grate sae eee yo aang gh J Rev| Zastro & Whites potent ot foge or : 
M De os (Two to fill 
IC re a es ae, Gay Old Bird” 2d half (7-10) 2d half (7-10) Mitchell & Darling Strand Theatre Building 
a Japs acaieateeaht guna Boulevard Thos Fullner Co McCall Bros Rinaldo , Bway & 47th St., N. ¥.-C 
=. baste had Capit 1 jo ¢ ie = hati Berlin : Vice ei fg ie Ward & Wilson Eackawenen 0000 ve 
—* oy XV Rae adhit Wan ol (2 artinis erlin vs Liszt aber McIntyre | Cook & Oatms = 
NEW YORK CITY Roxy (26) lp ae Charles Irwin Ardelle Cleaves hae Lynn r Morrissey Co McIntyre a ee a a —_ 
Capitol (26) Vitaphone “Marines” Leibling 6 G Broadhurst Co ett's Seais one to fill) Japonette Mdwards | F —S a he in 
sehas ticked | whites & Specks arene eddie Nelson Pisano & Landauer | (One to fill) eum ; dwards Aaa acl Co ; L’G BEACH, CAls 
J iess Douglas Stanbury Uptown (28) Chas Jolley (One to fill) Lincoln AGO, ILL, NEWARK, N. J. oO — ee Ss Pantages (4) 
_— i agen Bela’ Gypsies Bennie Krueger Bad | Trevor & Harris 2a half (7-10) let hed Sq. Rialto (4) State (4) pees , Emily Darrell 
Capitol Bal Corps | Leo Staats pre ll “Mr Wu” BR & G Carmen Rigi: a (4-6) Rathburn 3 Elaine & Marjorie MINNEAPOLIS Lucky Stiff 
Chester Hale Girls | Maitre de Ballet K ‘o Wiss Ori oy Murray & Irwin Casting Campbells | Clifton & Brent Goss & Barrow Pantages (4) Hal! Ermine & B 
‘The Fire Brigade’ “Wolf's Clothing” King & King ; rient (27) Nielson & Warden Gold Medal 4 N & G Verga Chas F Seen” - zs Dante 
gade Strand (26) oe kag ey arl Ed Loughton Herb Williams Co MeCoy & Walton Al Herman Nora Bayes — Me E> Mystic Garage ? 
Paramount (26) ik and Abies etl a : ei Colonels (One to fill) (Two to fill) Kikutas Japs (One to fill) Cun‘gh'm eee SALT LAKE 
, + a 4 10 enetian Glas “The First Night’ . g PARE Bel : 
Dennis Sis George Kidd “Ore EB os 8 > s _2d half (7-10) . : . Al’x'nd’ . x 
Sag ee Georse Ridden Orchids-Ermin« seaks ie Delancey St, aheeh Lastie Go ATLANTA, GA, | N. ORLEANS, LA. | 4 eudex & Elmore ; Pantages (4) 
John Dolan Happiness Bers BALTIMORE, MD. Charies Met Ist half (4-6) Tuck & Cinns Grand (4) State (4) Esther 4 
Marjorie Moody Dave Kaplan Century (28) maaie Meme | Cuastes Carmen — | Philbrick & DeVoe | Santiago 3 4 Readings oa ae Se = 
fasuious for W'm’ i. Paulipe Miller c I rt | —— se - : y Breen Potter & Gamble Vv L - Pant 4 She: illips 
Dormberger Or 'J & L Morgan | Cook & Vernon Zastre & Whites Marie Sabbott M & A Clark Gene wertes Ge Geet ‘Yeneae. 








Gene Tunney 



























































(One to fill) 


» Lincoln Hipp . 
2a half. (30-2) 
Gautier’s Pony Boy 


Majestic (27) 
Raffin’s Monks 
R & A Hall 
Burns & Kissen 

















THIS WEEK 


KAY, HAMLIN & KAY 
Loew's State, New York 
HARRY BREEN 
National and Greeley 
JACK and RETA LA PEARL 
Empress, Danbury 
Direction 


CHAS. J. FITZPATRICK 


160 West 46th Street, New York 





——_ - ——— 





Rubeville 4 
Johnston's Cadets 
(Two to fill) 


Majestic (27) 
Bee Ho Grey 
Saxton & Farrell 
All Wrong 
Marie Stoddard 
Tabor & Green 
(Others to fill) 


AURORA, ILL. 
Fox 
2a half (30-2) 
Davis & McCoy 
BL’M’GTON, IND. 
Majestic 
2a half (30-2) 
Ross Wyser Jr Co 
Jimmy Allard Co 
(One to fill) 
CHAMPAIGN, ILL. 
Orpheum 
2d half (30-2) 
Bteward & Olive 
Jones & Rea 
(One to fill) 
DAVENPORT, IA, 
Capitol 
2a half (30-2) 
Howard's Ponies 
Wright & Dietrich 
Danny Murphy Co 
Thos J Ryan Co 
(One to fill) 


DECATUR, ILL. 
Empress 
2a half (30-3) 
ll Wrong 
ahon & Cholet 
Mildred Andre Co 
DES MOINES, IA. 
Orpheum 
2d half (30-2) 
Fitch’s Minstrels 
EVANSV’'LE, IND. 
Grand 
2d half (30-2) 
Ergotti & Vance 
Hoffman & Lamb’t 
Masters & Grace 
Sylvester & Vance 
Jewell’s Manikins 
GALESBURG, ILL. 
Orpheum 
2d half (30-2) 
Brooks & Powers 


Odiva 
(Three to fill) 


MINNEAPOLIS 
7th St. 
24 half (30-2) 
Forbes Prout Co 
(Others to fill) 


PEORIA, ILL. 
Palace 

2d half (30-2) 
Burr & Elaine 
Geo Yoeman & L 
Gene Green 
Dave Apollon 
(One to fill) 


QUINCY, ILL. 
Washington 
2d half (30-2) 
Jean Boydell 
(Two to fill} 


ROCKFORD, ILL. 
Palace 
24 half (30-2) 
James Thomson 
Angel & Fuller 
Jack Kneeland Bd 
(Two to fill) 
8ST. JOE, MO, 
Electric 
24 half (30-2) 
Yodling Troubad’rs 
Jones & Elliott 
(Three to fill) 
8T. LOUIS, MO. 
Grand O. H. (27) 
Bobbe & King 
Sandy Shaw 
Toby Wilson Co 
Quinn Binder & R 
Luster Bros 
(Three to fill) 
8ST. PAUL, MINN. 
Palace 
2d half (30-2) 
Centennial Rev 
(Three to fill) 
SIOUX CITY, IA, 
Orpheum 
2a half (30-2) 
Ulis & Clark 
Sir Tahar Co 
(Three to fill) 
80. BEND, IND. 
Palace 
24 half (30-2) 
June Purcell Co 
Small & Mays 

















CHARLIE 





ADAMS 


“The Two-Man Quartette” 


Direction 
EDDIE 


LEW GOLDER 


RASCH 








_— 





Bobby Jackson Co 
(One to fill) 
GR. ISLAND, NEB. 
Majestic 
2a half (30-2) 
Gordon's Dogs 
Joe Freed Co 
HASTINGS, NEB. 
Kerr 
2a half (30-2) 
Johnny & August 
Chrisse & Daley 
JOLIET, ILL. 
Rialto 
2a half (30-2) 
Jane Johnston Co 
JOPLIN, MO. 
Electric 
2d half (30-2) 
4 Bradnas 
Seymour & Cunard 
(Two to fill) 
KAN. CITY, KAN. 
Electrio 
2d half (30-2) 


Balkan Ser 
(Two to fill) 


SPR’GFIELD, ILL. 
Majestic 
24 half (30-2) 
Davey Jamison 
Benny Rubin Co 
(Others to fill) 


SPR’GFIELD, MO. 
Electric 
2a half (30-2) 
Bird & Cloud 
La Varr Bros & P 
TOPEKA, KAN, 
Novelty 
2d half (30-2) 
Hilton & Chesleigh 
Harry Brown 
B De Graves Co 
(One to fill) 
WICHITA, KAN. 
Orpheum 
2d half (30-2) 
Marget Morel Co 
W & B Burke 
3 Meivin Bros 
(Two to fill) 








Interstate 








ATLANTA, GA. 
Kelth-Albee (3) 
@enaro Girls 


i= & W St Claire 
Stone Edler Co 
Racine & Ray 





White & Tierney 
Guy Voyer Co 


FY. WORTH, TEX. 
Majestic (3) 

Cuble & Smith 

Wilton Sis 

Al Tucker Orch 

Johnny Murphy 

Florrie Le Vere 


GALV’STON, TEX. 
Majestic (3-5) 
(Same bill plays 
Austin 2d half) 

The Pickfords 

Gallarini's 

Meehan & Newman 

Pilcer & Douglas 

Dooley & Sales 


HOUSTON, TEX. 


Majestic (8) 
Ducalion 
Kafka Stanley & M 
Bazazian & White 
Herbert Faye 
Karavaeff -« 
(One to fill) 


L’LE ROCK, ARK. 
Majestic 

Ist half (3-5) 
Fauntleroy & Van 
Lady Oden Pearse 
White & Tierney 
Guy Voyer Co 

2a half (6-9) 
The Briants 
Adams & Rash 
Jack McLallen 
DeWolfe & Kindler 
(One to fill) 








Sensational Togo 
Ernest Hiatt 

Parker Babb Co 
Pearson N & P 
Mason & Keeler 


TULSA, OKLA. 
Orpheum 
ist half (3-5) 
Tiptoe Rev 
Art Frank 
Gracie Deagon Co 
Margaret Padula 
7 Collegians 
2a half (6-9) 
Ketch & Wilma 
Horry Hayden 
Cody & Day 
(Three to fill) 


WICHITA, KAN. 
Majestic 

let half (3-5) 
Russian Art Circus 
Seymour & Cunard 
Bob Capron Co 
Cody & Day 
(Three to fill) 

2d half (6-9) 


Bradnas 
Edwards & Dean 
Coscia & Verdi 
May Miller Co 
(One to fill) 


WICHITA FALLS 
Columbia (6-9) 
(Bame bill plays 

Amarillo ist half) 

East & Dumke 

New Wayburn Co 

(Others to fill) 





Emma E Harvey 
Neal Mack Co 
Hillard & Pillard 
FT. WAYNE, IND. 
Palace 





Wysor Grand 
24 half (30-2) 
Weadick & Larue 
Lim Reynolds 
Mack & Earle 





Little Pipafax 

















JOHN J. KEMP 


Theatrical Insurance 
33 West 42nd Street, New York 











2a half (30-3) 
Harry Carroll 
(Three to fill) 


HAMMOND, IND. 
Parthenon 


24 half (30-2) 
Spencer & Wil'ms 
Happy Harrison 
(Two to fill) 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Palace 


2d half (80-3) 
Lomas 
Walsh & Bilis 
The Vaudeville Dr 


T. HAUTE, IND. 

Indiana 
34 half (30-2) 

Wills & Holms 

Freddie Lightner 

Doc Baker Rev 

Myra Lee 

(One to fill) 


WINDSOR, ONT. 
Capitol 
2a half (30-2) 
3 Silvers 
E & J Moore 
Carl & Inez 
Danc’g McDonalds 





(One to fill) 





Keith- Albee 








_— > 








1560 Broadway 





MAX HART 


Books Picture Houses 


New York 




















CHICAGO, ILL. 
Diversey 

2a half (30-2) 
Nite in Nite Ciub 
H Timberg Co 
Somth’g for Noth’g 
Rosita 
The Rebellion 


Palace (27) 
Hardeen 
A Aylisworth Co 
Joe Cook 
Jack Redmond Co 
(Others to fill) 


Riveria (27) 
Carr & Parr 
Any Family 
Diero 
Jos Stanley Co 
Louis Wright 
Lane & Traveler 
Chicago Ensemble 
(One to fill) 


State-Lake (27) 
Brown & Whitaker 
Braile & Pallo Or 
Lorimer & Howard 
H & J Reyes 
Francis Kelly 
Joe Frisco 
Jasper Watson 
Bert Shepperd Co 
(Two to fill) 


Tower 
2a half (30-2) 
Roy Cummings 
Pair of Jacks 
Knox & Stetson 
Joseph Stanley 
Walter Brower 


DENVER, COL. 

Orpheum (27) 
Irene Bordoni 
Ketch & Wilma 
Zilda Stanley 
(Others to fill) 


KANS. CITY, MO. 
Orpheum (27) 
N Wayburn Show 

Carr & Parr 
Carl McCullough 
(Others to fill) 


LOS ANGELES 

Hillstreet (27) 
Mayo & Lynn 
Big Rosie 
Gaston & Andree 
Envy 
Jean Jayson 
(One to fill) 


Orpheum (27) 
Fay Bainter Co 
Doe Rockwell 
Frankson 
The Merediths 
Handier & Miller 


Bandy Lang Ce 








Mr & Mrs Barry 
Jed Dooley Co 


MILWAUKEE 

Palace (27) 
Frank Faye 
Bevan & Flint 
Ralph Greenleaf Co 
Sybil Vane 
The Takatas 
Vera Gordon 


MINNEAPOLIS 
Hennepin (27) 
Ida May Chadwick 

Boreo 

Mme Herman 
Harry Conley Co 
Ace & A Queen 
(Two to fill) 


OAKLAND, CAL. 
Orpheum (27) 

Les Follies Rouge 
Fern & Meai 
Ray Wilbert 
Chas De Roche 
(Two to fill) 


PORTLAND, ORE. 
Heilig (27) 

Du For Boys 

Duncan's: Collies 

Hasautria 

Joyner & Foster 

Arthur Byron 

Sampsel & Leonard 

Lannetti Sis 

(One to fill) 


8ST. LOUIS 

Orpheum (27) 
Hello Goodbye Rev 
Jean Bedini Co 
Irene Ricardo 
Hurst & Vogt 
The Digitanos 
(Two to fill) 


St. Louis (27) 
Vv & E Stanton 
Van Lane 
Judson Cole 
The Digitanos 
(Two to fill) 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Golden Gate (27) 


Fanny Ward Co 
Marion Sunshine 
Talent & Merit 


Wheeler 3 
Cannon & Lee 
Trovata 
Orpheum (27) 
Dunninger 


Robt Warwick 

The Lockfords 

2 Daveys 

Haley & Fields 
Chapelle & Carlion 
Robt Chisholm 


NEW YORK CITY 
Broadway (28) 
Ruby 8 
Brems Fits & M 
Murphy Bros 
Walter Walters Co 
Bert Hanlon 
Joe Howard Rev 
Allen & Canfield 
Nat Nazarro Gobs 
Bernard & Kellar 


Coliseum 


24 half (31-3) 
Reynolds & White 
Will Hay 
Odalia Careno 
Will Mahoney 
(One to fill) 


Sist St. (28) 


The Vampires 
Smith & Strong 
6 Mongadors 
Claudia Colemaa 
Yorke & King 
Ed Janis Co 


Sth Ave. 

24 half (31-3) 
A & M Havel 
Mary Mariow 
Dodge 2 
DeKos Bros 
(Two to all) 

56th st. 

$4 half (31-3) 
Dalton & Craig 
4 Mortons 
Wilton & Webder 
Hines & Smith 
Lea & Jones 


Healy & Cross 
(One to fill) 


125th 8t. 
3a half (31-3) 


Lloyd Nevada 

Hope Vernon 

T & D Ward 

3 Valies 

Helen Groody Co 
Palace (28) 

Ella Bradna 

Reed & Duthers 

Lou Tellegen 

Burns & Allen 

Bisie Janis 

Coram 

Bennett & Peppy 

Cecil Cunningham 

Paul Bros 


Dixte 4 

Edith Clifford 
Fred Berrens 
Will Fyffe 

& Backs 
(Others to fill) 


Regent 
24 half (31-3) 
Van Tyson & Van 
Medley & Dupree 
Ludwig Satz 
Marino & Martin 
Arthur Corey Co 
(One to fil!) 


Riverside (28) 


B& J Rooney 
Kaufman & K'fm'n 





Nash & O'Donnell 
Trehan & Wallace 








ao and LEGITIMATE 
h Teichner Studios 
322 W. writ St. Chickering 10373 


| SCENERY 








Fordham 


84 half (31-8) 
Vivian & Walters 
Sinclair & Lamarr 
Ben Bernie Bd 
Fleeson & Terrias 
(Three to fill) 


Franklin 


24 half (31-8) 
Rogers & Wynn 
Nazimova 
Tyler Meson 
(Three to fill) 


Hamiltea 


24 half (31-8) 
Arena Bros 
Harm & Nee 
Henry Hull Ce 
Jean Granesse 
Sheldon Heft & L 


Hippodrome (28) 
Sylvia Loyal 
Mme Pompadour 
Warren & O’Brien 
Chas Chaze 
Rooney & Bent BR 
(One to fill) 

(4) 
& Jansieys 
Merdi Gras 
Act Beautiful 
W &J Mandell 


Jefferson 


24 half (31-8) 
Jackie Collier & B 
Jerome & Gray 





Harry Gerard 
Naughton & Gold 
Edith Clifford 
Avon Comedy ¢ 
(One to fill) 
(4) 
Jerome & Gray 
Margaret Romaine 
Will Hay 
A & T Stedman 
Jack Norworth 
3 Verses 
(Three to fill) 
Royal 

34 half (31-8) 
A & J Corelli 
Stan Btanley Co 
Music Box Giris 
(Three to fill) 
CONEY ISLAND 

Tilyou 

34 half (31-3) 
Bush Bros 
Niblo & Spencer 
Buckley C & Ing 
The Pioneer 
(Two to fill) 


FAR ROCKAWAY 
Columbia 

34 half (31-3) 
Bryson & Jones 
Helen MacKellar 
George Beatty 
Hunter & Percival 
Castie of Dreams 


BROOKLYN 





Louisville Loons 
Hilbert & Hertman 


Albee (28) 
Raymond Hitchc’k 


Moore’s June Buds 


(Three to fill) 


Orpheum 

24 half (31-3) 
Jackie & Billie 
Sally Beers 
Jimmy Ryan Co 
Cc & M Dunbar 
Lyons & Wakefield 
(One to fill) 


Prospect 
24 half (31-3) 
Jim McWilliams 
M'L’ghiin & Evans 
John F Conroy 
Mickey Feeley 
(Two to fill) 


Rivera 
2a. half (31-3) 
Harris & Holley 
Solly & Thomas 
Gautier’s Dogs 
(Three to fill) 


AKRON, 0O. 
Palace 

24 half (31-3) 
Ora 
F Richardson 
Brooks & Rush 
Beverly Bayne 
Sylvia Clark 
Mimi & Pomme 


ALBANY, N. Y¥. 
Proctor’s 
24 half (31-3) 
Sandy McDonald 
Coogan & Casey 
Bob Murphy 
Visions 





Racine & Ray 
The Ingenues 
Genaro Girls 
(One to fill) 


BOSTON, MASS. 
New Boston (28) 
F & D Rial 

Frank Mullane 
Tom Reilly 
Wayman Debs 
Green & Austin 
(One to fill) 
Gordon’s Olympia 
(Scollay Sq.) (28) 
Elsie Clark 

H & G Ellsworth 
Koehler & Edith 
John Keane 
Demarest & Doll 
Toby Wells 3 


Gordon's Olympia 
(Wash. 8t.) (28) 
Whitey & Ford 

Al Garbell 
Harrison & Dakin 
Peal & Covan 
(Two to fill) 


Keith (28) 
Chevalier Bros 
Ray Huling & Sea) 
Bert Errol 
Johnny Hyman 
Frank Sinclair 
H'rington & Green 
Elsa Ersi Co 
Nan Halperin 
Dippy Diers B 


(4) 
Haynes & Kaiser 














Ernie & Ernie 
Janet Kippen 
Brown & C 
Henry Regal 
Dashington's Dogs 


CLEVELAND, 0. 
105th St. (4) 


Girls 


Grey & Byron 
Russell & Wyn 
Frank X Silk 
Garden of Melody 
(One to fill) 


G. RAPIDS, MICH, 
Ramona Park 











AL FREEMAN 


ARTISTS’ REPRESENTATIVE 
Booking With 


LOEW 


And Independent Circuits 
ROMAX BLDG. 














Mitchell & Dave 

The Hollanders 

Willie Hoppe 
alace (28) 

T & V Patts 

3 Vagrants 

Paul Decker Ce 

Dora Maughn 

Billy & Newell 

Hackett & Delmar 

(4) 


Robey & Gould 
Ledova 

Valerie Bergere 
Hollener & Nichols 
Bchett's Wond'ett's 
(One to fill) 


COLUMBUS, 0. 
Keith 








Suite 906 


HERMINE SHONE 


INCORPORATED 
BOOKING FOR KEITH-ALBEE 
AND ORPHEUM CIRCUITS 
1660 BROADWAY, NEW YORK 
Bryant 2996 


24 half (31-3) 
The Hannefords 
Mills & Hunter 
Mitchell & Dove 
Rhea & Santoro 
Rose & Thorn 
Fiddiers ve Jazz 


DAYTON, 0. 
Keith 


24 half (31-3) 
Modern Marion'tes 
Castieton & Mack 








w a&J Hale 
(One to fill) 


ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Colonial 

34 half (31-3) 
Pearson & And’son 
Sargent & Lewis 
4 Camerons 
Colonial 6 
(One to fill) 


ALTOONA, PA. 
Rialto 

- 34 half (31-3) 

Miss Marcell 

James Kennedy 

Quintette Rev 

(Two to fill) 


ASBURY PARK 
St. James 
24 half (31-3) 
Hunter & Bailey 
2 Southern Girls 
Phil Bennett 
Moriche & Cronin 
“(One to fill) 


ASHEVIL’E, KN. C. 
Plaza 

24 half (31-8) 
Reed & Lucy 
Joy & Gloom 
Ruby Latham 3 
Pall Mali 
Stephen's & Hol’r 


ASHTABULA, 0O. 
Palace 
24 half (31-3) 
Old Homestead 
(Others to fill: 


ATLANTA, GA. 
Keith (28) 
R Williams 
London Paris N Y¥ 
(Three to fill) 


ATLANTIC CITY 
Grand 

84 half (31-8) 
Warings Orch 
Thrillers 
Lavine & Dale 
Marino & Martin 
Allan Rogers 
Bits of B'way 


AUBURN, N. Y. 
Jefferson 

24 half (31-3) 

Wilbur Sweatman 

Norman & Norman 

Barr & laMarr 

(Two to fiii) 


BALTIMORE, MD. 
Baltimore (28) 
Ryker & M'Dougal 
Gitz Rice 

Nevins & Gordon 
Adele Verne 
Heymour & H'ard 
Seanlon D & 8B 
Florence Moore 

& Bracks 

(One te Ait) 








Chas Withers 
Moss & Frye 
Wilkens 2 

Cardini 

Blossom Seeley 
Ford & Price ad 
Helen Higgens 
Frank Frason 


BRADFORD, PA. 
Bradford 
34 half (31-3) 


A & P Gypsies 
(Others to fill) 


BRIDGEP’RT, 
Palace 
24 half (31-3) 
Edwards & Grant 
Marty Dupree 
Packard & Dodge 
Carr Bros & Betty 
(One to fill) 


Poli 
24 half (31-3) 
Anderson & Graves 
Jack Joyce 
Thompson Sis 
Jean Upham 
Ted Shaw & Sis 


BUFFAIA, N. Y. 
Hippodrome 

24 half (81-3) 

3 Golfers 

Let’s Dance 

Cole & Snyder 

Haynes & Beck 

Pat Henning 

E & M Beck 


BUTLER, PA, 
Harris 
24 half (31-8) 
Masked Voice 
(Others to fill) 


CAMDEN, N. 
Tower 
24 half (31-3) 
Rodero & Maley 
Radio Fancies 
Rice & Newton 
El Cleve 
Alberts & Reilly 


CANTON, O. 
Lyceum 

24 half (31-3) 
Fountain of Dance 
Bob Hall 
Paul Kirkland 
Webb's Ent 
La Petite Jennie 
(Three to fill) 


OH’STON, W. VA. 
Kearse 


24 half (31-3) 
Majon Dancers 
LeGroths 
Busse & Case 
Gertrude Barnes 
(One to fill) 


CINCINNATI, 0. 
Keith (28) 


Page & Ciass 
Desmonde & Grant 


oT. 


. 


Saul Brilliant 
Paul Essiey Rev 
Weston & Hutch's 
Jean Adair Co 

ist half (4-6) 
Jimmy & Henry 
B & E Newell 
Dixie Hamilton 
Jimmy Lucas 
(Two to fill) 

2a half (7-16) 
Dora Naugham 
Reed & Ray 
Geo Lioyd Rev 
Clifford & Marion 
Dancers Clownland 
(One to fill) 


DETROIT, MICH. 
Temple (28) 
A Robbins 
T & A Waldman 
Owen McGivney 
Hackett & Delmar 
Parisian Arts 
Uptown 
24 half (31-3) 
Beege & Qupee 
Reed & Ray 
Roberts & Valie 
Lydia Barry 
Colgate Orch 


245 W. 47th Street, New York 
TELEPHONE LACKawanna 7960 
— 
Bob Hall 24 half (31-3) 
H Catatano Co Jungieland 


T & A Waldman 
Stutz & Bingham 
O’Dunn & Day 
Duffy Sweeney & @ 
Forest Festival 

Ist half (4-6) 
Lydia Barry 
Hadji Ali 
Bardelanaga 
Kramer & Boyle 
Kramer & Fields 
(One to fill) 

24 half (7-10) 
Stanley & Birnes 
Patricola 
R & J Velie Co 
Brooks & Rush 
Roth & Drake 
Carl Rosini Co 


GR'NFI’LD, MAS4, 
Victory 

24 half (31-8) 
Dandy & Belle 
W & I Purcella 
Moran & Warner 
Howard Girls 
Bayes & Speck 


GR’'NSBURG, PA, 
Strand 

24 half (31-8) 
Reck & Recktor 
Bronck & Bel'd’me 
Morning Glories 
Cc & L Gerard 
Francis & Hume 


H’K'NSACK, N. 4, 
Keith's 
24 half (81-8) 
owes & O'Mary 
R & B la Rue 
(Three to fill) 


HAR’SBURG, 
Btate 
24 half (31-38) 
Kelso & DeLisile 
4 Flashes 
(Three to fill) 
HARTFORD, Of. 
Capitol 
24 half (31-8) 
Bert Lytell 
Moss & Fry 
M'Ginty 
D & R Ryan 
Nelson's Katiand 


HOLYOKE, MAB6, 


PA. 





Victory 
24 half (381-3) 











THE MASTER JUGGLER 
(with Doris Whiteley) 
Playing Pantages 








DUNKIRK, NX. 
Capitol 
24 half (81-3) 
Scragold 
O14 Homestead 
Paul Kodack 
(Two to fill) 


EASTON, PA. 
State 
24 half (31-38) 
Bard & Avon 
Bobby O'Neil 
ist Nighters 
Gardner Champs 
Seed & Austin 


ELIZ’BETH, NWN. 
City 


24 half (81-3) 
Huber & Francis 
Shean & Cantor 
R & D Dean 
(Two to fill) 


ELMIRA, WN. Y. 
Keeney’s 
24 half (31-3) 
6 Jansieys 
Rome & Gaut 
(Three to fill) 
ERIE, PA, 
Erie (28) 
Edith Mae Capes 


Y. 





Philson & Duncan 
Roy Byron Co | 
Lord & Wills 
(One to filb 








Barton Bros Cir 
(Others to fill) 


HORNELL, N. 
Shattack 

24 half (31-8) 

Adams & Grifith 

Ed Martin 

Kordon Sis 

7 Stylish Steppes 

(One to fill) 


H’T’GTON, W. VA. 
Orpheum 

24 half (31-38) 
Markwith Bros 
Lioyd & Lane 
Richard Wally 
Harrington 
Orph Com #4 


INDIANAPOLIS 
Keith (28) 


Joe St Onge 3 
Btanley & Birnes 
The Fakir 
Venita Gould 
Ledova & Co 
EK Ross 
Schichtl's Wonders 
(One to fill) 

(4) 


Diero 
Kilayamas 
Freda & Palace 
Paul Decker 
Rea Samuels 
Shadowgraph 
Ballet Caprice 
(One to f'l) 


(Continued on page 62) 
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AH KA : 
OGDEN, ~~ = CITY | The Ingenues M. ORLEANS, LA. SEATTLE VANCOUV'R, B. C.| Pau! Yocan (4) Pasquali Bros (4) ' 
a ) At ore ages (4) BATON R’GE, LA. Orpheam (3) Orpheum (27) Orpheum (27) Jean LaCrosse Dodge 2 Powers & Wallace | Stutz & Dingham 
Howard ous ster & Irving * Bentel & G oie | Long Tack Sam Harry Hahne Patricola | Dave Harris Co : 
Van & Vernon Baby Cecil Columbia (3-4) Runaway rome Gus Edwards Rev ee Pollard | A & F Stedman Petite Rev Grant Mitchell Mills & Hunter 
i e y | Francis Renault (Same bill plays ¢ Coyne & French Deso Retter = hf ie we | Jack Norworth Kelso & Dermonde | Freda & Palace | Buddy Walker 
; Wyatt's mo & Mack & Tempest Pn en Pa é Feys 3 Swifts a — | Oscar Lorraine Jack Smith Thelma Arline (One to fill) 
ob Albr edini 4 veport, 6; » . 3loasom See! Co! (Oth to fill 4) 
‘ en . Texarkana, 7-8) | Chatley Foy Wanser & Palmer | Bobby Adams Porgy ee oy Gastleten & Mack | AIN'T. W. Va» a 
! MEMPHIS, TENN. | Meehan's Dogs (One to fill) pn & Strize A Frank Wilson (4) | HMippedreme (28) Sylvia Clark Fairmont 
OMAHA, 7 Pantages (4) Country Club Girls | OKLAHOMA CITY j COgaas Qavrs ! Cage 42 a) | Eva Clark Siamese 2 Dancing M’Don'lde| 94 half (81-9) 
es ohnnie erkes Elsie Janis | Morg: Lak Silvertown Orch ’ “ 
wenyg- Do oueeee 3 Joe Marks Co Orpheum | Sig Frise. =. Ba | ag en “~ Co Jerome "Vann | nme 
Palle. Curtis Celia ‘Loftus Sun Fong Lin Co ist half (3-5) K ° W (Others to fill) | Florence Norrie Shaw's Dogs Greates & Davis 
Busch Sis Ray Hughes & P | BIRM’GHAM, ALA.| W°"Seret Morrel eith- estern Bushwick eetutces (One to aly | Gertrede Ris 
cliff Nazarro Rosemont Revelers Majestic (3) Bobt Vv -~ q 2a half (21-3) B’VE F Pr (One to , Ed Carr 
Con Colleano The Gob ntete ail Co ‘ : m "1s, A. Palace (28 : ww 
P Remos Midgets Coscia & Verdi ; | Kitamura Japs Regent ) GERM'NTO'N, PA, 
~ Fisher & Gilmore 3 Melvin Bros CLEVELAND, 0O. George Brown Co | ed Kelly Co ea half (31-8) Roth & Drake Germantown 
Margit Hegedus 34 half (6-9) Read’s Hipp (Others to fill) Cool & Dooin MAit ’ | Wyeth & Wynn 
> - | Libby Dancers | Claude DeC ‘rafts & Do 24 half (31-3) 
Association J Ane Ray Tip Toe Rev itd Balt (30-2) LEXINGTON, KY. | (Two to fill) | Saat, Soter . twee ee Lees Bee 
’ Art Frank e Kitayamas Ben All iv | Jimmie Lu Alf Grant 
DALLAS, TEX Seacte Deagen ee 2 welem Cc 24 noe (30-2) Wiatbesh ‘Tes to fill) Seanaies cor Keeler Sis 
. Margaret Padula wen McGivney Co sells | $4 half . jok (Two to fill) 
CHICAGO, toity & Wild * Majestic (3) 7 Gukesiens Belle Montrose Co pred + uf iw Robins | B’G’HMTON, N, Y¥. —, nn GI FLS, %. % 
can n eG , orga , , . . on iL’ &, : 
“American 2) = oe Hal — PINE BL’FF, ARK. ya A al Walt Sharples Co a k,l hs a 7 Binghamton latbene soos Rialto 
a . | A eee , 2a half (31-3 ae cress oF 
Gifford & Holms em, am. | See Saenger O DETROIT, MICH. LIMA, O. | ¢ Kimball Young | yack Lavier | G¢0|N Brown 24 half (31-3) 
Agrenoff, Rev Liberty - oward | Fauntleroy & Van Faurot O. H. ola Sylvia | Carter Cornich De Libertos Stacey & Faye 
Gretta Ardine Grand Riveria (27) Boyd & Walien : Kessler N 1 trolls 
(Others to fill) 2d half (30-2) Oo Lady Oden Pearse ta if (30-2 (Three to fill) essier & Morgan Holland Dockrill 
(One to fill) White & Tierney Jinks & Ann D hg “2) | Bryson & Jones Beth Cholis | O'Connor & Va'gha 
Englewood paneee wen FT. SMITH, ARK. | G¥7 Voyer nee Se, Seeuertiie ogy Rang ison Co Greenpoint BI'M’GHAM, ALA. | M'Carthy & Moore | (Two to fill) 
“ - a 4 "| (One to fil ar ales -_ —_ ‘ 
Ethel malt (30-3) | wadie Schubert Co ole (3) Souboe ne Frank Baxter Co | Lloyd & Bryce 24 half (31-3) ne CL'KSB'G, W. VA | GL’V'SV'LE, N. ¥. 
Louis London Faunt! 8. ANTONIO, TEX. Melville & Rule Levan & Bolles 2a half (31-3) Robinson Grand ; 
Kelly & Mackay + Rg eroy & Van La Salle Gardens Ed Lavin N & W St Clair — Glove 
Alma DuVall Co = Sue H Berry & M Majestic (3) MUNCIE, IND. | tom swift Grace Edler 24 half (31-3) 24 half (31-3) 
Moscow Artists MILWAUKEE Lady Oden Pearse 2a half (30-2) om Swift , 


wwe ere 
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BURLESQUE 
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STOCK BURLESQUE TWO WHEELS’ {impersonator in Chorus 
STRONGEST OPPOSISH AT PRESENT 





May Be Stronger Next Season—Condition Was Un- 
foreseen and Unprovided for—Stocks Appear to 


Be Money Makers—Growing Rapidly 





ST a 

Throughout this season in 
the chorus of a Mutual wheel 
burlesque show has been @ 
female impersonator doing 
chorus girl work and collect- 
ing for it. 

Two reasons are set for- 
ward as to why: that the boy 
needed the money, and that 
burlesque choristers have been 
scarce. 














The rapid growth of stock bur- 
elsque this season and its attendant 
popularity in New York and other 
cities has visibly affected business 
on the Columbia and Mutual wheels. 

Many stands discarded by the or- 
ganized circuits as unprofitable for 
the touring shows have installed 
stock burlesque and are carrying on 


successfully with the resident com- 
pany policy. Unless there is an 
unexpected wane in present popu- 
larity it will continue so long after 
both circuits call it a season. 

The Columbia circuit is practic- 
ally calling it a season April 2 save 
for a few big stand sure money spots 
where repeats of strong shows will 
prolong ‘it an additional week. 
Many drop outs on the Columbia 
since the opening of the season and 
the general switching around of 
shows has been responsible for the 
early closing this year. Columbia 
has too few attractions strong 
enough to stand repeating. After 
several producers rating winners 
this season are reported as having 
been sounded on the repeat idea, all 
declined with thanks with exception 
of several who will operate for run 
dates in New York and elsewhere. 


, Mutual Later 
The Mutual will officially call it 


“a season two weeks later than the 


- 


Columbia with some of the Mutual 
shows playing additional dates, 
handled direct between producer 
and house manager and with the 
Mutual not figuring in these ex- 
tended dates. 

From current survey the Mutual 
wheel fared better financially than 
Columbia, through the former's 
cheaper hook-up on production and 
the guarantee arrangements. The 
heavier expense burdeng and shar- 
ing terms of Columbia will be the 
subject of much discussion among 
producers and Columbia officials be- 
tween closing of this season and 
opening of the next. 

Some of the successful swingovers 
from legit to Columbia circuit will 
continue after the season, mostly 
as independent road attractions, 

With inroads of the stock or- 
ganizations, their increased popu- 
larity and drain upon burlesque 
talent, both circuits will necessarily 
have fo step livelier with stronger 
attractions next season. 

New York and surrounding ter- 
ritory has seven stock organizations 
currently operating. Two of the 
stands now holding stocks were 
formerly housing traveling attrac- 
tions. List includes Minsky’s two, 
Apollo, Harlem, and National Win- 
ter Garden, downtown; Chelsea, 
New York; Gotham, Brooklyn; 
125th Street, New York; Hurtig & 
Seamon’s, Harlem, and Yorkville, 
86th Street and Lexington Avenue. 
The latter two are controlled by 
Hurtig & Seamon interests and 
formerly played Columbia wheel 
shows. 

The possibility of another stock 
burlesque being installed at the 
West End, also on 125th street, 
would make the fourth stock house 
in that locality and with the only 
remaining circuit house being Al- 
hambra (former K-A house), re- 
cently taken over by the Mutual, 

Harlem Overloaded 

The overcrowded condition of 
buriesque in Harlem is naturally 
being somewhat felt all around and 
and has resulted in a general slash- 
ing of gate fees, temporarily if not 
permanently. With so many houses 
\fround one spot it is but natural 
that the competition has made in- 
roads on those formerly having the 
patronage seemingly tied up. Before 
the invasion of the Mutual Circuit 


into the uptown territory the stocks | 


were getting $1.65 and $2.20 tops. 
Since Mutual opposition set in at 
the Alhambra most have sliced to 
conform with the Alhambra’s $1.10 
top scale, * 

The 125th Street tried price cut- 
ting some wéeks ago, also slashing 
the shows to tabloid size running 
an hour, but have since changed 
back to the two-hour burlesque 
show and at the former prices. 

With the stocks increasing with 


+ 
vv 


STOCK TAME, CLOSED 


The stock burlesque policy has 
closed at the Grand Street, New 
York, with the house scheduled to 
revert to pictures and vaudeville 
next week. 

The downtown stock enjoyed a 
rush of business during its early 
weeks but after sloughed by the 
police and a “disinfecting” man- 
date following, the shows proved 
too tame to attract. 


Accused Murderer Held 


Erie, Pa., March 29. 
Arraigned Friday before Alder- 
man George Moser on a charge of 
murder growing out of the death of 
Virginia Gibney, 36, of the chorus 
of “Land of Joy,” Mutual Wheel 
burlesque, whose body was found 
in the Reed House here March 18, 
Karl H. Bechtel, 25, corset sales- 
man of Buffalo, was held for the 
May term of the grand jury. 

Nine persons, including other 
members of the company, were 
summoned as witnesses. 











Stock Competition 


Keen burlesque competition on 
125th street, where four houses 
playing that type of attraction are 
located, is being felt by some. 
Following Hurtig & Seamon’s 
alternating its stock burlesque com- 
pany with its Yorkville, on 86th 
street, the Apollo has lowered its 
admission scale and the New 125th 
Street theatre, with tab burlesque, 
is instituting special jazz band con- 
tests and amateur frolics. 





Mutual in Loop? 


Chicago, March 29. 

During the several hours he spent 
in Chicago Saturday, I. H. Herk 
of the Mutual wheel made prelim- 
inary arrangements to secure two 
more houses here. At present Mu- 
tual has only one house in Chicago, 
Kmpress, in the Loop. 


COLORED GIRLS WITH ‘LUCKY’ 
Hyacinth Curtis, who recently re- 
turned from London, where she ap- 
peared with the Florence Mills 
show, has joined the colored contin- 
gent with “Lucky.” . 
Incidentally, Bessie Allison, Billie 
Kane, Lida Webb, Rosie Singleton 
and Ruth Walker, formerly of the 
“Club Alabam” night club show, are 
also with the Mary Eaton show. 


ail 
NEW AT CHELSEA 

A number of changes in the per- 
sonnel of the stock burlesque at 
the Chelsea, New York, this week 
has sent in practically a new 
roster. 

Newcomers include Jack Ormsby, 
Max Coleman, George Brennan, Vic 
Hallen, Al Peaches, Mildred Cecil, 
Claire Stone, Katherine Exton, 
Kitty Starr and Marie De Voe. 


FRANK FINNEY WITH HILL 


Frank Finney, veteran burlesque 
comic, has been appointed general 
stage director for Gus Hill. 

Finney in his new berth will di- 
vide duties as director and “doc- 
tor” of the Hill attractions. 














Sadie Banks in Vaude 
Sadie Banks is switching back 
from burlesque to vaudeville and 
will shortly open in an act with a 
male partner. 





Abbott’s 6-People Act 
Charles Abbott, burlesque com- 


six-people act. 





Al Allen has replaced Harry 
Beasley as straight man with Eve- 
lyn Cunningham's Own Show (Mu- 
tual). 





due rapidity out of New York as 
well as in the regular circuits have 
found themselves in for unforeseen 
opposition this season, ard it may 
be stronger next season. 





edian, will enter vaudeville in a 


WILL KING SHOW 
“His Wedding Night” 
Portland, Ore., March 24. 

Will King and his excellent com- 
pany, together with his versatile 
brother, Hermie, who directs the 
orchestra, is giving Portland enter- 
tainment never before seen in this 
town for the admission fee asked. 
Since their debut at the Music Box, 
operated by Warner Brothers, King 
has been clicking consistently for 
over twenty-four weeks. It is doubt- 
ful if playing yet to a week of less 
than $8,500, which gives King, as 
well as the Warners, a nice net 
slice. 
Another reason why the show has 
caught on is that dt has good, clean 
comedy instead of cheap hokum, 
which the average theatregoer of 
this type is accustomed to expect. 
This week King has a musical 


extravaganza entitled “His Wed- 
ding Night.” King is Ikey Les- 
chenski. 


Plot is easily understood. It is 
a mixup of husbands. 

Hermie King and his orchestra 
give the show a great start by a 
15-minute concert in a combo syn- 
co-classical style. Hermie has the 
town talking with his syncopated 
numbers. His individual piano play- 
ing is probably one of his greatest 
assets. 

As a special feature, Hermie pre- 
sents a local college kid in a special 
eccentric dance with the orchestra 
coming in ensemble for a hot jazz 
finish. The dancer, Ed Cheney, has 
excellent style for legmania. 

Sylvia and Clemence, two girl 
dancers, have won a following dur- 
ing their local stay. They do soft- 
shoe, tap and eccentric dancing. 
Don Smith, local, as the juvenile, 
has personality, pep, and above all 
a good tenor voice. Garret Price 
has a blackface monolog. Bee 
Montague and Fred Pierce appear 
in a comedy song and dance. 

The chorus, 20, delight the optics. 
Trained by Nell Harding they come 
through flying. Their ensemble work 
can be compared with some of the 
big road shows. 


COLUMBIA’S CLOSINGS 


The official closing date for the 
Columbia Burlesque Circuit has 
been set for week of April 4. Sev- 
eral of the shows will play extend- 
ed bookings after that date. 

“White Cargo” will open for a 


summer run at the Gayety, Boston, 
the same week and Fred Clarke's 
“Let's. Go” will start its summer 
run at the Columbia, New York, 
Saturday night, April 16. Bozo 
Snyder will follow “White Cargo” 
into the Gayety, Boston. 

The Mollie Williams show, “Kon- 
go” and “Watermelons” will con- 
tinue to play until May. “Kongo” 
may go into Pittsburgh for a sum- 
mer run. 

Closings set before April 4 are 
the Lena Daley show at Detroit, 
April 2; “Gorilla” at Cincinnati, 
April 2; “Merry Whirl” at Provi- 
dence, April 2; “Round the World 
Revue” at Worcester, April 2, and 
“Red Kisses” at Miner’s Bronx this 
week, 

Among the next batch to close 
will be “Broadway Brevities” at 
Pittsburgh, April 9; “New York to 
Paris” at Newark, April 16, and 
“Talk of the Town” at the Col- 
umbia, New York, April 9; “Slid- 














Boston, April 9; “Give and Take” 
at Providence, April 16; 
Woman and Song” at Pittsburgh, 
April 16. 


the week of May 2. 





BILL AGAINST WHIPPETS 


Springfield, Ill., March 29. 
Senator John Denvir, 


racing. 


other 


motives when 


dog run slow by 
Tracks at Homo, near Crete, River- 





would be directly hit by the meas- 
ure, 


ing” Billy Watson's show at Casino, 


“Wine, 


“Aloma of the South Seas” opens 
for a summer run at Philadelphia 


Chicago, 
has introduced a bill in the State 
legislature to do away with dog 
“Thousands of dollars are 
gambled on these events,” he said 
in presenting the bill and hinted at 
he added, 
“there are ways of making the best 
overfeeding.” 


side Park and at East St. Louis 
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INSIDE STUFF 


ON SPORTS 





i. 


natives up there. 


ported. 


Racing in Doubt at Saratoga 

Racing this summer at Saratoga is in doubt. It results from the politi-« 
cal feud at the Spa last summer, when the meet had to be suspended 
for four days during August because of it. 

That political broil has not as yet been adjusted, with the same ele- 
ments liable to again interfere. This time the August meeting may be 
called off if betting is not permitted. 

Saratoga lives the year ‘round for August. 
the racing days cannot be calmly thought of by anyone who knows the 


What it would do without 





Keeney and His $375,000 in Paper 

Paul Beacom is reported as the hardest hit of those suffering through 
the closing of the Florida race tracks. He was particularly interested 
in the Pompano track. To what extent is not reported. 

Another probably taking a decided loss is Frank A. Keeney. When 
Keeney sold his tracks he took paper (notes) and is said to hold about 
$375,000 of them. Whether they were negotiable or issued with the 
proviso that the tracks must remain open, as quite likely, ig also unre< 








| BURLESQUE ROUTES | 
‘COLUMBIA 


April 4 
Aloma of the South Seas—Em- 
pire, Newark. 
Big Sensation—4-6, L. O.; 7-9, 
Colonial, Utica. 
Bozo’s Show—Olympic, Cincinnati. 
Bringing Up Father—Plaza, Wor- 
cester. 
Broadway Brevitles—Gayety, 
Pittsburgh. 
4-11-44—Empire, Brooklyn. 
Give and Take—Miner’s 
New York. 
Kongo—Casirio, Philadelphia. 
Kosher Kitty Kelly—Casino, 
Brooklyn. ‘ 
New York to  #aris—Orpheum, 
Paterson. 
Powder Puff Frolic—Empire, Prov- 
idence. 
. Sporting Widows —Gayety, Buf- 
alo. 
Rarin’ To Go—Empire, Toledo. 
Talk of the Town—Columbia, New 
York. ‘ 
Watermelons—Palace, Baltimore. 
Watson, Sliding Billy — Casino, 
Boston. he 
White Cargo—Gayety, Boston. 
Williams, Molly—Hyperion, New 
Haven. 
Wine, Women and Song—Gayety, 
Washington. . 


MUTUAL 


Band Box Revue—Gayety, Balti- 
more. 

Bathing Beauties—Gayety, Mont- 
real. 

Bright Eyes—Gayety, Milwaukee. 
Cunningham and Gang-~Hudson, 
Union City. 

Dimpled Darlings—Empress, Chi- 





Bronx, 


cago. 

Finnell, Carrie—Mutual, Kansas 
City. 
Follies of Pieasure—Gayety, Louis- 
ville. 
French Models—Trocadero, Phila- 
delphia. 
Frivolities of 1927—-Garden, Buf- 
falo. 

Ginger Girls — Academy, Pitts- 
burgh. 

Good Little Devils—Mutual, 
dianapolis. 
Happy Hours—Garrick, Des 
Moines. 
Hollywood Scandals—4, York, Pa.; 
5, Lancaster; 6, Altoona; 7, Cum- 
berland, Md.; 8, Uniontown, Pa.; 
9, Washington, Pa. 
Jazztime Revue—C orinthian, 
Rochester. 
Kandy Kids—Star, Brooklyn. 
Kuddling Kuties—Gayety, Minne- 
apolis. 
LaMont, Jack, Gayety, Omaha. 
Laffin’ Thru—4, Allentown; 5, Co- 
lumbia; 6, Williamsport; 7, Sun- 
bury; 8-9, Reading, Pa. 
Land of Joy—Savoy, Syracuse. 
Midnight Frolics—L. O. 
Moonlight Maids—Gayety, Wilkes- 
Barre. 
Naughty Nifties—Empress, Cin- 
cinnati. 
Nite In Paris—Howard, Boston. , 
Parisian Flappers—Alhambra, New 
York. 

Record Breakers—Mutual, Wash- 
ington. 

Round the 
Louis. 

Sky Rockets—Music Hall, Akron. 

Smiles and Kisses—L. O. 

Speed Girls—Majestic, Paterson. 

Step Along—State, Springfield. 

Step Lively Girls—Gayety, Scran- 
ton. 

Stone and Pillard—Cadillac, De- 
troit. 

Sugar Babiles—Empire, Cleveland. 

Tempters—Park, Erie. 

Vamps of 1927—Lyric, Newark. 


Radioing Daily Ball Games 


° 
Chicago, March 29. 
Ball games in the American and 
National League parks here will 
be broadcast daily this season. 
The idea is to build up baseball 
interest among the women. WMAQ 


will transmit, with Hal Totten an- 
nouncing. 


In- 


Town — Garrick, St. 











|racing months, Sundays out. 
| Board of 


EDDIE DIGGINS KILLED 
IN CLUBROOM BRAWL 


Charles Meehan Held—Wives 
of Both Men in Hollywood 
Picture Colony 





Los Angeles, March 29. 

Eddie Diggins, former light« 
weight boxer was stabbed to death 
during a brawl March 25 at the 
Crescent Athletic Club, Hollywood, 
a hangout for picture. people, 
Charles Meehan, alleged bootlegger, 
was slightly wounded during the 
battle. He is being held in the in- 
quiry to establish responsibility for 
the death of Diggins. 

Meehan is the husband of Irene 


Dalton, picturé actress. Miss Dal- 
ton was present at the time of the 
fight. Others on the spot included 
Lloyd Hamilton, screen comic; Jack 
Wagner, scenario writer; Jimmy 
Sinclair and Billy James, actors 
and stunt men, and the proprietors 
of the club. 

Hamilton and Mrs. Meehan fled 
from the establishment after the 
stabbing but returned to aid Mee- 
han and. Diggins. The latter died 
from a wound above the heart 
within a few minutes after the 
stabbing. 

Police state that the death of 
Diggins was the indirect result of 
a nasty battle of drunken men and 
women and that they do not be- 
lieve Meehan responsible, despite 
Meehan had started an argument 
with the murdered man, who was & 
friend of his. 

One woman called up the au- 
thorities and explained that Dig- 
gins was’ stabbed accidentally 
when the lights were snapped out 
by a man who was trying.to get 
somebody else. Meehan will be re- 
leased as soon as he is discharged 
from the hospital. The battle 
wrecked the club premises. 

Diggins was 38 years old. Funeral 
arrangements will be handled by 
the Catholic Film Guild of which 
he was a member. His wife, Marian 
Diggins, who survives, is a script 
writer at one of the Hollyweod 
studios, ; 


Racing Measures in Md. 


Baltimore, March 29. 

Race track legislation now before 
the Maryland Legislature includes 
a bill proposing to levy a daily 
county tax of $2,000 on the Havre de 
Grace track, 

Delegate Wilmer C. Cronin, of 
Harford county, is sponsoring the 
bill. It would be in addition to the 
present assessments against the 
track. Fifteen per cent of the pro- 
posed fund would go to the state, 
$5,000 would be turned over to the 
Harford County Fair Association, 
and the remainder would go to the 
county road fund. 

There is also a bill before the 
Maryland assembly that would au- 
thorize a pari-mutuel system of bet- 
ting on dog races. The entire Bal- 
timore county delegation is back of 
the canine bill, which proposes to 
incorporate the Maryland Grey- 
hound Turf Association. June, July 
and August would be the annual dog 
The 
County Commissioners 








would supervise the racing, and the 





county would collect $109 daily, plus 
| (4% per cent of the net profits of the 
} association. 

road building. 


This would.also go to 
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COST SAMMY FADER $25: 
FLIRTATIOUS ON B’WAY 


Mrs. Morin Told Him to Beat 
it, But Sammy Doesn’t Be- 
lieve Everything He Hears 





When Sam Fader, 32, diamond 
polisher of 32 Ludlow street, goes 
window shopping he will never at- 
tempt to flirt. Fader had to pay 
the clerk of West Side Court $25 
for flirting with Mrs. Minnie Morin 
of 314 West 70th street. 

Mrs. Morin was looking in a 
window near the Strand Theatre 





on Broadway. Fader looked into 
the same window. “Don’t you know 
me?” Mrs. Morin quoted Fader as 
gaying to her. She replied, “No, I 
don’t, and you had better go on 
your way.” 

When Mrs. Morin saw that Fader 
was insistent she started across 
Broadway at 47th street. She tes- 
tified Fader followed her. He 
geized her arm, she told Magistrate 
Rosenbluth. That was enough. She 
grabbed the diamond polisher by 
the nape of the neck and turned 
him over to Patrolman Dan Mullin 
of the West 47th street station. 

Mullin with Mrs. Morin and a 
large theatre crowd went to the 
police station. In court Fader said 
that Mrs. Morin, he thought, had 
flirted with him through the plate 
glass of the show window. He paid 
the fine from a big bank roll and 
hastened from court. 


Marie Reede, Hotel Beat, 
6 Months to 3 Years 


Marie Reede, who claims to be a 
Russian actress, known profession- 
ally as Thais La Pe, was sentenced 
to «che Penitentiary to from six 
months to three years in Special 
Sessions following her conviction 
for petty larceny. The complainant 
against Miss Reede was the man- 
agement of the Hotel McAlpin. It 
claimed the young woman had 
swindled the hotel out of a board 
bill for $27. 

According to detectives and pro- 
bation officers Miss Reede had 
gained a reputation of having lived 
at the biggest hotels in the country 
and always neglecting to settle. 
She came to this country three 
years ago, according to hotel de- 
tectives, arriving at Seattle. 

She immediately began to prey 
on the hotels from Seattle to Los 
Angeles on the coast and then 
Chicago, Washington, Newark and 
finally became a pest to the man- 
agers of the Alamac, Belmont, 
Manger, Commodore and the Mc- 
Alpin in this city. 

It could not be learned who she 
was connected with in the the- 
atrical profession if anybody. 


Mission at St. Malachy’s 


The 13th annual mission of the 
Catholic Actors’ Guild in the Ac- 
tors’ Chapel in St. Malachy’s 
Church, on West 49th street, began 
last Sunday. The mission will be 
conducted by the Passionist Fath- 
ers and will last two weeks. 

In order that actors may attend 
Father Alexis Cuneen and his staff 
will conduct services noontime. 
Father Edward F. Leonard is pas- 
tor of St. Malachy’s. Father Cu- 
neen will be assisted by Fathers 
Burke and Horgan. 

The chapel was jammed at last 
Sunday’s services. Father Cuneen 
touched upon the mission and ex- 
plained its benefits. Brandon Ty- 
nan, president of the Catholic 
Actors’ Guild, and Harry K. Mor- 
ton acted as ushers. Among those 
present were Fritzi Scheff, Frances 
Upton, Pedro Cordova, Lida Kane, 
Zella Russell, Marguerite Padula, 
Maude O’Dell, Ruth Hazelton and 
Mrs. George Van Namee, wife of 
the Governor’s former secretary. 
Among tke men folk were Murray 
Hulburt, John Corrigan, Congress- 
man John M. Morin of Pennsyl- 
vania, Peter Lang and many others. 


- 

















Beer Shortage 


There is shortage of beer around 
the Times Squares “speaks.” 


The explanation is that officials | 


are watching the sources of sup- 
ply, i. e.: the breweries. Hence the 
difficulty in filling orders. 

Those whisper-lows that have a 
supply on hand are retailing} 
“shells” at 26 cents, the charge for 
the usual seidels. 


L. A. Bar Ass’n Warns 
Attys. on Press Agents 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

A Hollywood press agent has 
been circularizing lawyers for their 
“publicity accounts.” The Bulletin 
of the Los Angeles Bar Association. 
in commenting on the circular let- 
ter, warns attorneys that the hir- | 
ing of a press agent by a lawyer is | 
extremely unethical. The press 
agent’s sales letter reads: 

“Mr. Lawyer—You know what 
publicity can do for an attorney— 
and for cases. Do you know how 
to get this publicity? Do you know 
how to get the utmost value from 
every bit of news that passes 
through your hands? How to keep 
to the lowest possible minimum the 
sort of undesirable publicity you 
wish to avoid?” 


BARRING ICE 


(Continued from page 1) 
cooled by ice furnished by the 
waiters, 

The order against the Davis en- 
terprise was reported to have fol- 
lowed observations of plain clothes 
men who claim they saw waiters 
openly assisting the patrons, with 
many of the latter leaving thg place 
in an intoxicated condition. 

The injunction caused consider- 
able consternation here, as it was 
believed it is but the opening move 
in a campaign against all such 
night places in Washington. No 
charge was made against Davis that 
he was selling liquor, 

The situation was further compli- 
cated with the making public of the 
United States Court of Appeals de- 
cision in Chicago hinging on the 
word “kept” in the prohibition law. 
This decision stating that whether 
liquor was dispensed by the owner 
or carried inte his cafe it was being 
“kept” on the premises. One justice 
dissented, stating the case should 
be rushed to the U. S. Supreme 
Court with the least possible delay. 

Meantime Davis, in a letter to 
Gen, Andrews, asked how he could 
serve ginger ale without the neces- 
Sary glasses and ice, Also stated 
that he had always abided by the 
law and did not wish to jeopardize 
his business by having waiters 
“snooping” into every glass on a 
patron's table. 


PADLOCKED ONTO STAGE 


(Continued from page 1) 
Buck declared Anatol went the 
limit, assisting his customers in 
and out of the class joint. Anatol 
answered it might have been as he 
was ill for some time, and who can 
tell what happens when the boss 
is away? 

When William Morris told Ana- 
tol the film theatres were crying 
$3,500 for him, Anatol sent a wire 
of thanks to Buckner, saying he 
had been pushed into more salary 
than the gross of the 54th street 
place ever was, excepting opening 
night, 

Anat61 may change the billing to 
Anatol Friedland’s Night Club. At 
present his press stuff says: “They 
padlocked us in New York, so we 
come to you as we were,” or some- 
thing like that. 











Chicago, March 29. 
Chicago carbaret men have or- 
ganized to carry the hip flask case 
to the U. S. Supreme Court. Fred 
Mann has been elected president 
and Otto Singer, secretary. 


CHAPLIN DEFENDED 


(Continued from page 1) 
gette Leblanc, actress, and several 
others. : 

“It is not the government; it is 
the people of America who are to 
blame, especially the women... . 
To continue such a campaign will 
dishonor free America, and cover 
American womanhood with ridicule. 

“A similar note was struck by 
Pierre Seise, writing in the satirical 
weekly, ‘Le Canard Enchaine’ (‘The 
Chained Duck’). In it the author 
ironically says that Charlie Chap- 
lin has only got what he deserved, 
in creating works of such fantasy 








among a people so bigoted as the} 


Americans. 
“To escape from Puritan prose- | 
cution, M. Seise invites Charlie 


Chaplin to come to France; here 
he will be left at peace, his art will | 
be loved, and he can commiserate | 





with the French, who also are suf- 
fering from the implacable tyranny | 
of Puritan America and are likely | 
to do so for s*« * time to come.” 


“VARIETY’S’ BROADWAY GUIDE 


(Changes Weekly) 








_ For show people as well as laymen, this Guide to general amusements 
in New York will be published weekly in response to repeated requests. 

It may serve the out-of-towner as a time saver in selection. 
Variety lends the judgment of its expert guidance in the various 
entertainment denoted. 

No slight or blight is intended for those unmentioned. The lists are | 
of Variety’s compilation only as a handy reference. 

PLAYS ON BROADWAY 

Current Broadway legitimate attractions are completely listed and| 
commented upon weekly in Variety under the heading: “Shows and 
Comment.” 


In that department, both in the comment and the actual amount of 


the gross receipts of each show will be found the necessary information 
as to the most successful plays, also the scale of admission charged. 








SPECIAL PICTURES WORTH 
“Beau Geste” 


“Old lronsides” “Slide, Kelly, Slide” 
“The Fire Brigade” “What Price Glory” 
“The Rough Riders” ’ 


Vitaphone Shows (at Selwyn, Warner and Colony) 


SEEING 
“Big Parade” 





BEST NEW FEATURE PICTURES OF WEEK 
Capito!—“Fire Brigade” 
Paramount—“The Telephone Girl”; Sousa and Band. 
Rialto—“Metropolis” (Ufa), in for a run. 
Roxy—The new show place of Times Square. 
Strand—“Long Pants” (Harry Langdon) 


NIGHT CLUBS 
((“Popular” Type Cafes) 
Parody Club—Jimmy Durante, Lou Clayton and Pddie Jackson doing 


sensational business, upsetting the “dope” on the room being too big. 
Radio plug a business getter. 


Small’s Paradise and Cotton Club—The high spots of the Harlem 
black and tans. Cotton Club has one of best floor shows seen around. 
Make a note of this one particularly. 

Paul Whiteman’s—Don’t miss the new Paul Whiteman’s at 48th street 
and Broadway, Whiteman music in person. No couvert for dinner; 
$2.50 table d’hote scale; $2.50 couvert after 10; $3 Saturday nights. 
Aimed for mass play and pop prices; comfortable capacity permitting 
the modest scale. A quick click as a favorite dine and dance spot. 
Those Sunday nights are THE thing. 

. Helen Morgan’s 54th St. Club has Miss Morgan presiding. $2 and $3. 
Now the new professional rendezvous. 

Silver Slipper is a big money maker in the pop priced night clubs. 
Gets a good play and the crowd helps the merriment accordingly. 
Frivolity and Everglades ditto; both feature ultra nude revues. 

Frolics—Former Cameo Club under Jim Redmond’s direction with 
elaborate revue; another very worth-while spot to take in. 


(“Class” Night Clubs) 


Mirador—One of ultra rooms; “dress” essential. Good dance team, 
the return to New York of the Yacht Club Boys, and the unique 
“Fuzzy” Knight; Johnny Johnson dance music corking. $4 couvert. 

Club Richman—The debonair Harry at the neim with excellent show as 
money’s worth for $4 couvert. 

Montmartre—Delaune and Revel, dancers, and Miller and Farrell, 
among popular features. $4. 


RECOMMENDED DI$K RECORDS 


Victor No. 20417—Get a load of The Revellers’ version of “All Alone 
Monday” from “The Ramblers,” with that novelty quintet syncopating 
the production hit into a new song almost. The Revellers’ distinctive 
rhythms and handling of their vocal assignment is done in their best 
style. 

Columbia No. 14192—There’s something always appealing about pop 
indigo stuff, particularly if created and rendered by colored talent. Clara 
Smith lives up to her claim as “the world’s champion moaner” with this 
insinuating couplet titled “You Don’t Know Who’s Shakin’ Your Tree” 
and “Cheatin’ Daddy.” Those indigo motifs are ever interesting even if 
familiar in the same two-time standard of kindred dittiesy What dis- 
tinguishes them is the many different manners they can say the same 
thing; and with each version comes forth different thought and catch- 
phrases. And Clara—how she can moan! Ziggity! 

Okeh No. 40769—Johnny Marvin strums em hot and pretty with 
“Since I Found You” and “Ain’t She Sweet?” The “Honeymoon Lane” 
uke strummer twangs a mean chord—string and vocal. 

Brunswick No. 3432—For a sample of ultra arranging, Frank Black and 
his orchestra with the “Peggy-Ann” music rates among the leaders. 
“Tree in the Park” and “Where’s That Rainbow?” are the numbers with 
vocal interludes to fox-trot tempo. 

Victor No. 20459—Jesse Crawford once again; always welcome. “Blue 
Skies” and “Falling in Love With You” the numbers; fox and waltz and 
okay for dance as well as concert renditions, 

Columbia No. 887—Paul Ash couplet with vocal variations. The waltz 
is “What Does It Matter?” and fox-trot, “You're the One for Me.” 





RECOMMENDED SHEET 
“School Day Sweethearts” 
“Wistful and Blue” . 
“Still Waters” 


MUSIC 

“Dear Heart, What Might Have Been’ 
“Love Is Just a Little Bit of Heaven” 
“At Sundown” 


ON THE SQUARE 


And Now “The Spider” 

History repeats again. The same run of ancedotes can be caught 
now anent “The Spider” as pervaded Broadway following the click of 
“Broadway.” To wit, 75 per cent, of the piece was offered one man, at 
least— and he a professional and successful buyer-in on shows, for about 
$2,000, which he could have gotten back out of the Swiss rights had he 
accepted. 











Softening Toward Earl Carroll 
Broadway turned soft-hearted toward Earl Carroll when it finally 
became palpable that the producer was booked for Atlanta. Numerous 
notables wrote and wired Judge Goddard, pointing out Carroll’s war 
record, the severity of the sentence without imprisonment, and the 
otherwise ameliorating circumstances, asking that the actual punishment 
be suspended. It didn’t help. 





Flashlight Harry, From Left to Right 
“Flashlight” Harry Hershfield, the most photographed man in New 
York, outside of Mayor Jimmie Walker, is now suspected by unkind souls 





|} Rivoli, 


of purposely standing or sitting at the extreme left of all group pictures. 
They suspect that the caption “seated from left to right” with “Flash- 
light” Harry’s name topping a string of celebs has something to do 
with it. 

It became noticeable the last few times, mostly recently recorded (al- 


though Harry’s camera specialty occurs almost daily) being at the 
Cartoonists’ dinner when Hershfield was following by such also-rans 
as Irvin S. Cobb, James Montgomery Flagg, Rube Goldberg, et al. 





A few days sufficed for the naval recruiting station tn Times Square 
that resembled “Old Ironsides,” a little farther up Brordway, in the 
No one knew any more about its removal than its arrival 





GEO, WILSON, DANCER, 
HELD ON GIRL’S CHARGE 
Accused of Seria Offense by 


Fredricka Ford, Another 
Dancer 





George Wilson, 19, dancer, of 124 
West 134th street, was arraigned in 
West Side Court before Magistrate 
Abraham Rosenbluth on a serious 
charge and held in $1,000 bail for 
the action of the Grand Jury. 
Wilson was unable to furnish the 
surety and was taken to the Tombs 
to await trial. 

The dancer was arrested by De- 
tectives McDonnell and McConae 


chie of the West 68th street sta- 
tion. Wilson told reporters that he 
had played in “Lulu Belle” and 


other shows. 

Fredrica Ford, 19, dancer, of 232 
West 68drd street, charged Wilson 
with a serious offense on March 15 
last. Following the alleged assault 
Miss Ford notified the detectives. 
Wilson denied the charge. He 
stated that he had known Miss 
Ford for several years. 

He said they had appeared as 
dancers together and asserted his 
arrest was pure spite work on her 
part because of his attentions to 
another young woman. 


AFTER “BOSTON GANG” 


Captain Lennon Leads Haid—Five 
Men Taken in Comfort Station 











Determined to clean up the “Bos- 
ton Gang” that gathers m restau- 
rants on Broadway near 47th 
street, Police Captain Edward Len- 
non, with Plainclothesmen Owens, 
King and Donohue of the West 
47th street station, descended upon 
the public comfort station at 47th 
street and Broadway and arrested 
five men, 

The raid occurred in the early 
hours of the morning. The round- 
up was caused by complaints from 
the Broadway Association. 

The prisoners gave their names 
as Daniel Keegan, 45, 105 West 47th 
street; Thomas Francis, 19, clerk, 
of 601 South Hampton street, Bos- 
ton; Charles Scully, 25, vellhop, of 
107 Bryant ‘street, Philadelphia; 
James Coyle, 24, elevator operator, 
Bushwick Hospital, Brooklyn; 
John Lordan, 21, bellhop, of 448 
West 5ist street; Thomas Gorham, 
29, laborer, of 43 Fulton street, 


Brooklyn; Howard O'Neill, 28, la- 
borer, of 205 Howard avenue, 
Brooklyn, 


The raid occasioned much excite- 
ment. Captain Lennon told report- 
ers that the gang have done much 
“lush” work lately. 

Captain Lennon in West Side 
Court explained to Magistrate 
Abraham Rosenbluth the trouble 
he has encountered trying to break 
up the gang, that has caused him 
no end of trouble. The court or- 
dered the men fingerprinted. 

They denied that they were re- 
sponsible for petty thievery and 
assaults, They stated that they had 
just entered the station. They 
were found to have no previous 
record and the court sentenced 
them to five days in the workhouse, 


IODINE IN ERROR? 


Jeannette Urdine Thus Explains— 
Found in Restaurant Washroom 











After swallowing the contents of 
a small bottle of fodine in the 
washroom of the St. Remo restau- 
rant, 6th avenue near 42nd street, 
Jeanette Urdine, 29, waitress, 27 


West 94th street, declared it was 
an accident. 
Other employes going to the 


room discovered the waitress lying 
on the floor, her lips seared with 
the poison. While awaiting the ar- 
rival of an ambulance doctor she 
was given an emetic. She told the 
doctor she had mistaken the iodine 
for medicine. 

Police learned the young woman 
had been employed at the restau- 
rant the day before and had not 
been re-engaged when returning 
the following day. How sné hap- 
pened to have the iodtne in her 
possession she did not explain, 
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15c for Hubert’s 


. Hubert’s Museum, 





Times Square’s 





/ only side show, has tilted prices to 


l5e. and is currently working with 


' @ triplicate scale. 
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WHERE -TO-SHOP-AND - DINE 








ACCESSORIES 


FABRICS re 


PROPERTIES 





ASTOR HOSIERY SHOP 
HOTEL ASTOR 


We specialize in opera length hose; 
gloves and lingerie. Will dye hose 
any color within 24 hours. No extra 
charge. 


UNCLE SAM UMBRELLA SHOP 


UMBRELLAS and CANES 
101 W. 45th St. Bryant 8871 





“EE. D. MENDELSOHN & CO. 


THEATRICAL AND DISPLAY 
FABRICS 
Bryant 4167 





We Make ‘Anything = Stopes Effects 
Mosaic—Papler 
asta “ALEX HALL 
STUDIOS 
$15 W. 47th St. Lengacre 7036 














112-118 W. 44th St. 
FEATHERS 


Furniture and Furnishings 





Every Color Feather Co., Ino, 
Manufacturers of 
OSTRICH NOVELTIES—FANS 
23 W. 45th St. Bryant 0997 








BEAUTY PARLOR 


FOOTWEAR 





“De L’Opera Beauty Shop, Ino. 
Permanent Waving—Special Rate, $10 
Nestle Circuline Our Own Method 
1562 Breadway 


PERMANENT WAVING 
FLAT OR DEEP WAVE 
Which Do You Prefer? 














SPIRO’S $f West ieth Stress 
= CLEANERS 
OVERNIGHT 


The Overnight Cleaners 
225 W. 46th St. Chickering 5387 


Cleaner and Dyer 
Work done overnight 
Goods called for and delivered 


225 W. 47th St. Lackawanna 3893 
COSTUMES 


EAVES COSTUME CO. 
Costumes of Every Description 
For Every Occasion 
110 West Forty-Sixth Stree 


MME. RAE 
THEATRICAL COSTUMES 
112 W. 44th Street Bryant 5510 




















Jack L. Lipshutz Costume Co. 
Incorporated 
MARIE BREIVOGELLE 
GENE LANKES 
728 Ith Avenue Beyant 1654 
= 
DANCING 


CLIFF JEROME 
Dance Routines Arranged; Buck, Tap, 
Soft Shoe, Etc. Specializing in the 
BLACK BOTTO 
Cirele 9121 











1658 B’way, at Sist 


GENRWK VESTOFF 
RUSSIAN BALLET SCHOOL 


Classic, Interpretative and Toe 
Private and Class Work for. Adults and Children 
1658 Broadway 


DRAPES 
BEAUMONT SCENERY 


A full line of painted and drapery sets 
CYCLORAMAS - FRONT CURTAINS 


For Rental or Purchase 
Special Designed Sets to Order 


443 West 47th Street 


I. WEISS & SONS 


Curtains — Denperies — Furniture 











— 











ANY REQUIREMENT 
508 W. 43rd St. Lack. 1629-30 


SCHNEIDER STUDIOS, Ine, 
‘ Draperies — Scenery 
Drops, Cycs, Groundcloths 
Vaudeville Settings 


127 W. 47th St. = Bryant 1168 


HENRY HAUG, Inc. 


Theatrical Curtains 
Draperies of every description 
for all interior decoration 
512-516 W. 4ist St. Longacre 1996 


Z FABRICS 
MAHARAM TEXTILE CO., Inc. 


Unusual 
SCENERY and COSTUME FABRICS 
our own mills. Bryant 2511 
107 W. 48th St. Opp. Friars’ Clab 


MENDELSOHN’S Textile Corp. 
THEATRICAL FABRICS 
Silks — Tinsels — Plushes 
156 West 45th Street 




















OMEN'S Smart Footwear 
Ww specially priced at $4.90 $4.90 
and $6.90; guaranteed 
values up to $15.00—-Take Elevator. 
N 


EWMAR’S BOOT SHOP 
600 Fifth Avenue, at 42nd Street 


GOWNS BOUGHT 
MME. NATFAL 


Estabilshed Over 35 Years 

We buy and sell slightly used evening 

and street dresses, wraps, furs, etc. 

We also rent to professionals and amateurs 
69 West 45th Street 


JEWELRY 


BARTON BROOKOV. Estab. 1905. 
Original and unusual designs made 
from your discarded jewelry; dia- 
monds set in your presence; fine selec- 
tien all precious stones. 
way, 47th St. Lack. 9179 


1643-4 BRYANT 


E. HEMMENDINGER, INC, 
JEWELERS 
33 West 46th Street 


TAILORS 


N. A. CEROTTA 
CUSTOM TAILOR TO MEN 
710 West 45th Street 
Murray Hill 0764 


SAMUEL JACOBS, INC. 
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146 West 44th St. Bryant 2477 


TAILORS TO PARTICULAR PEOPLE 


ON TAM BIRNS 


$17 W. 37th St. 








RHINESTONES 





Anything in Rhinestones 
254 West 40th St. 


The LITTLEJOH NS Rhinestones 


Chickering 7725 








SCENIC STUDIO 


pre — 
Painted Scenery , ond ee 
in sage 4 Materta 
for Vaudeville, Leg 
THEODO. 











Legitimate ~' Theatre 





Vail Scenic Construction Co. . 
GRAND OPERA HOUSE 
$20 West 24th St. Chelsen 0744 








STAGE EQUIPMENT 





PETER CLARK, INO. 
Steel and Asbestos Curtains 
Counterweight oy 

Traps and 


Organ, Orchestra, 
Chickering onal 








534 West 30th St. 
THEATRICAL SHOES ~ 


~ JOSEPH BREGMAN 


Mente ond Women's Castem Tapes 
Riding Boo: 
14 W. oat Bt. 





Bryant 8774 


Shoes 
Repair Work Done 











TRUNKS 





_-— + 





LADIES’ TAILOR 
J. TUZZOLI, 27 W. 46th Street 


makes a suit for $65.00 which cannot 
be duplicated under $125. Quality and 
material faultless in make and fit. 
New models now ready, Furs re 


Tho standard trunk of the protection 
Fall Line of Leather 
TAYLOR’S 
727 Beventh Avenue 





TAYLOR’S Theatrical TRUNKS 





SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc, 








LIGHTS 
SPOT-LIGHTS 


or mk watt bobling 





This spot has every feature 
for practical use. For 2560 


502 W. ith St. itn se. 97-90 


Hartman Trunks 
as" ACCESSO 
ses a Avenue 


Agents oF H. & M. Professional Trunks 








SUPPLIES 





FRANK DETERING 
STAGE LIGHTING 

Mechanical Specialities 

. 440 W. 42nd St. Longacre 9364 





Stage Lighting Electrical Supplies 
449-451 West 53rd Street 
Columbus 7880 


New York Calcium Light Co. 


Spanish Shawls 
9 East 55th St. ‘ 2183 





LOUIS XIV ANTIQUE CO., INC. 


-Antique Ornaments, Jewels, Harrings. 





NELSON IMPORT COMPANY 


JEWELS - BEADS - SPANGLES 
44 West 37th St. 


Wisconsin 1954 





Arthur B. Albertis Co., Inc. 





DUWICO 


“EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL 
FOR THE THEATRE” 


303 West 4iet St. Penn. 2450-1590 


Tights — Spang 


NEW ADDRESS - nalgitag W. 42nd 8ST. 
— Rhinestones 
Stage Sowelee Whee Tine! Trimmings 





J.J. WYLE & BROS., INC. 








MAKE-UP 
DUCORE 


“YOUR PERSONAL DRUGGIST” 

Sith 8t.& B’way 45th St. & B’way 

Headquarters for Lucille Savoy Toiletries 
Mail Orders 


A full line of Gold and Silver Brocades, 
metal Cloths, Gold and Silver Trim- 
mings, Rhinestones, Spangles, Tights, 
Opera Hose, etc., for stage costumes. 
18-20 East 27th St., New York City 








RESTAU RANTS 








CENTRAL DRUG CO., INC. 


Bryant 2055 48th—i7th Ave, 
Every well known line of 


10% Discount to the Profession 


MAKE-UP, TOILET ARTICLES, ETC. 


a Giolito Venetian Garden 


in New York 


240 West 52nd St. Circle 0738 


The most beautiful Italian restaurant 











MEN'S CLOTHIER ~ 


MURPHY’S CHOP HOUSE 


SPECIALIZING 





“ANNOUNCING 


and custom made clothes 


BROMLEY’S 


5 West 46th Street 


A special department in ready-to-wear 


-Gentlemen’'s Furnishings, Hats, Shoes. 


im Sea Food, Steaks and Chops 
A Select te Dine 
155 W. 46th St. Opposite Variety 





“YOUR RESTAURANT” 


SARDI’S 








MUSIC 


FORRFST 8. 


CHILTON 
“The House of Melodies” 
1595 Broadway, at 48th Stree 
Chickering 6157 








Weat 44th Street 
Next to the Little Theatre 


Reten, Ese. and Italian Atmosphere 





ROSOFF’S 
Always Something Good te Eat 
SEA FOOD, STEAKS, CHOPS 





DAZIAN’S, INC. 
THEATRICAL GOODS 
Bryant 1062-3937-6177 

1428-144 West Forty-Fourth Stree 








—-— «« 


| Allegro Musio Printing Co., Inc. 


Specialists in Every Branch 
of Music Printing 
315-317 W. 47th St. Longacre 5461 


147-151 W. 43d St. 152-154 W 44th Bt. 





CHIN LEE — CHIN’S 


Dance and Dine in Luxury 


CHINESE and AMERICAN FOOD 
Splendid Dance Floor & Snapp: 
44th ST. — BROADWAY — 
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Are You a Gold Medal ‘Shop? 


$25 FOR 13 WEEKS’ 


LISTING 


PHONE FOR INFORMATION 


BRYANT 8153 
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GRAY MATTER 


By MOLLIE GRAY 


(TOMMY GRAY’S SISTER) 











Four Beautiful Girls 


At the 8ist Street, the “Vampires” are billed in seven scenes but it 
was only a girl's band, and a good one, though their costumes were any- 
thing but. White duck trousers and blue satin, orange collared blouses 
sounds fair enough but they didn’t look that way. 

The four beautiful girls with Ed. Janis wear blue and silver for open- 
ing costumes and frocks of yellow georgette crepe that had gold 
spangled bodices and bunches of violets scattered hither and yon on 
the skirts, for their next change. Topping these were large hats of 
yellow trimmed with ostrich. Another change was the short silver fringe 
costumes that black bottomers love to wear. 

Carmen Rooker, the dancer, looked attractive in an arrangement of 
yellow velvet trousers and silver bodice, pretty in a flesh color frock 
with spangle yoke and belt, but beautiful in the black wig worn with 
an oriental idea of what the women should wear, 





Silly Title on Pretty Story 

“What a Girl Should Know” is a silly box office title on a pretty little 
movie story once called fairy stories but since the movies can do so 
much more than the fairies ever could why not give them proper credit? 

The story has more holes in it than last year’s bathing suit but one 
thing a girl should know is not to trust the police. 
But Mary Sullivan managed to get along. How could she know that 
even though she had become the greatest amateur tennis player, her 
distracted, searching lover would never once see her picture in the 
paper? Patsy Ruth Miller made a beautiful bride and Ian Keith prob- 
ably had much trouble keeping his long wavy hair properly cared for, 

a 





William Haines, “Cute” 

“Slide, Kelly, Slide,” should revive the “Say it ain’t true” of the fans, 
It makes the players anything but a he-mannish group, but it does make 
an entertaining picture and empties the theatre with an audience still 
feeling the excitement of the last minute of the last half of the ninth, 

Kelly was a great pitcher and admitted it, His friends said he was a 
great fellow but couldn’t prove it. William Haines is so perfect as the 
fresh and egotistical ball player that when he tries to be “regular” it 
just doesn’t take. That’s what makes him so “cute.” 

Sally O’Neil was the girl. 





The Sure-Fire Plot 
“A Night Bride” or the last stand of a woman-hater, a plot as sure- 
fire as a march of the West Point cadets, has Marie Provost playing the 
victor. Men like to read all the things the victim says while squirming 
and the women just sit back and wait for the finish, having no doubt 
what it will be. For the children there is also entertainment, such as 
falls, over things and into water, and squirting hot water bottles, 





Another Wise Convent Girl 
Norma Shearer in “The Demi-Bride,” amother from a convent to 





coquet with foolishness, dresses as smartly as usual, French girls evi- 
dently inherit valuable knowledge. Criquette “knew nothing of Paris 
but what she saw over the convent wall” yet when some fashionable 
idlers looked over at the girls, she immediately exclaimed, “There’s that 
fascinating Philippe Lavaux,” a man who had one story and stuck to 
it with the dozens of women he knew. 

She also knew every trick of a woman of the world and Philippe’s 
years of experience counted as nothing against her method, something 
of the spirit that saved the Marne. 

Carmel Myers knows how to carry those gowns with most of their 
material on the floor, Miss Shearer’s white frock and coat trimmed with 
white monkey fur made a smart assembly. 





Fire on the Curtain 

One of the selections from “The Walkyrie” played by the Capitol or- 
chestra was “Magic Fire Music” and certainly the effects of flames and 
smoke that covered the curtain were magic enough to inspire music. The 
terrible fire was followed by beautiful clouds. 

Celia Turrill sang softly on a rocky coast while the water rippled 
and a brave sailing vessel disappeared in the Aistance. 

“The Enchanted Lake” was in green and with its fire-flies in the 


distance, took on a fairly-like atmosphere that the dainty ballet in white 
seemed to make more so, 





New York’s Showcase 
Times Square is New York’s showcase. When the Army hasn’t & 
baby tank there the navy has a young “Old Ironsides,” both ready to 
help cure the young man with spring wanderlust. When there isn’t a 
ballyhoo or float of some kind for the pictures at the Hippodrome and 
the Broadway, there is sure to be a crowd risking death in the traftio 
or dislocation of the spine stretching to see a movie taken, 





Spring Conversation 
Even before the first open surface car—and was any surface open more 
often than New York’s?—and the first clap of thunder announced that 
spring was here, before these was Everywoman’s ccnversation: “I 
thought I'd get,” “Do you like those—?”, “If I dyed my—" “So-and-so is 
having a sale of—”, “I simply have to have a new—” 





Heeled De Luxe 
There are some de luxe places for getting heeled that the police 
haven't closed yet, where people retire to booths while important looking 
men in awning stripe smocks—get them not only heeled but soled in 
less time than it takes to wear them out again. 





Big Chief Dough-in-the-pocket, all dressed up with a long beaded 
something or other under a shabby overcoat and with his hair in two 
braids, drew a big smile from the traffic cop as he crossed with a 
grey-haired white woman by his side. He didn’t look a bit like the 
kind that used to stand outside of cigar stores, 





LOST COAT IN THEATRE 


Charged with the theft of a fur 
coat in the orchestra of the Strand 
theatre, George Tripey, 35, waiter, Two Tiller Girls Now In Businesé 
of 688 8th avenue, was arraigned 
in West Side Court before Magis- eS Sven 
trate Abraham Rosenbluth and held 
in high bail for further examina- 
tion. Tripey was unable to get the 
bail 

Mrs. B. Horton of 246 Riverside 
drive, accompanied by her sister, 
— seated in the theatre watching 
t feature picture. The theatre 
was in darkness. Mrs, Horton al- now business partners, 
leged that she noticed that her fur| Th® sirls are operating the 


CANDY CHORISTERS 


i 





we eee 


Montreal, March 29, 
Two of the original Tiller Girls, 
after, coming to this country and 
filling stage contracts, took @ 
course in candy making and aré 











coat, valued at $180, hanging over | Sisters Candy Shop here, and suc« 
the back of her seat, was gone, cessfully. 
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15 YEARS AGO 


(From Variety and “Clipper’) 








The term “night club” had not yet 
gained a place in show vernacular. 
But the cabaret Was growing fast 
and was just beginning to be re- 
garded as possible opposition to 
the more established lines of enter- 
tainment, particulaly vaudeville, 





Blanche Ring, starring in “The 
Wall Street Girl,” said in an inter- 
view: “Most stars believe it abso- 
lutely necessary to get a New York 
indorsement for their attractions 
before they can make money on the 
road. This to my mind is an ex- 
ploded theory.” She said her show 
had grossed $14,800 in Kansas City 
and $12,000 each in Cincinnati and 
Pittsburgh before they came _ to 
Broadway. 





Clifton Crawford’s hit in “The 
Quaker Girl” brought him as re- 
ward a contract from A. H. Woods 
to star the following season in a 
musical comedy then being written 
by Rennold Wolf and Channing Pol- 
lock. 





Fred Niblo and Josephine Cohan 
(Mrs. Niblo, mother of Freddie, Jr.) 
were to. play Australia in June with 
“The Fortune Hunter” and “Wal- 
lingford,” two Cohan & Harris suc- 
cesses. , 





First performance of Charles 
Rann Kennedy’s “The Terrible 
Meek” was given at the Little 
theatre, and its scene on Calvary 


created much talk. 





The contract was awarded for the 
building of the New York Palace 
theatre to Cramp & Co. of Philadel- 





phia. It was then a Martin Beck 
promotion. 
The two opposing burlesque 


wheels were getting together on ter- 
ritorial compromises. The eastern 
crowd (Columbia) quit Milwaukee 
and Minneapolis and the Western 
(Empire) surrendered Rochester, 
Montreal and Toledo. 


50 YEARS AGO 


(From “Clipper.”) 








A. G. Spalding who was captain 
eof the Chicago baseball team and 
ran a sporting goods shop at 118 
Randolph street, Chicago, had just 
fnvented a novel baseball scoring 
book both for the official club 
seorer and for the fans. “The 
squares opposite the names of the 
players,” says the Clipper, “are 
divided into five parts by a dia- 
mond and this arrangement facilt- 
tates the scoring of the game.” 





There appears to have been a 
crime wave current: Record for 
one day shows sentencing of a 
bond forger, murder of a _ shop- 
keeper, lynching of a negro mur- 
der suspect and the finding of the 
body of Nell Willais, 26, in Wilkes- 
barre, victim of a gang attack. 





Four thousand persons gathered 
in the Metropolitan Riding Academy 
in 54th street (which stood until a 
few years ago and was much used 
by animal trainers) to see a remark. 
able wrestling bout. William Miller 
and Thiebaud Bauer struggled from 
8 p. m. until 5.20 in the morning, 
when the bout was declared a draw. 





Lotta was billed to produce a new 
piece. “The Charity Child,” at the 
Walnut, Philadelphia. 

It was Holy Week and many of 
the metropolitan attractions omitted 
the Good Friday performance. 
Booth’s theatre was closed for the 
entire week. 








A company of “The Black Crook” 
Was stranded in New Orleans. 
James Flynn had sent it out from 
New York. A benefit was organized 
to get the players home. 





The building of Her Majesty's, 


London, to open in the autumn, was | 


nearing completion. 











~ INSIDE STUFF 


ON PICTURES | 





The picture business may see from time to time in Variety such stories 
on booking relations with acts or stage attractions as appears in this 
issue in connection with the Publix west coast theatres. About a year 
ago Variety printed in its Inside Stuff in the Vaudeville Department that 
it would expose any attempt made by agents to put over anything on the 


EDITORIAL 





picture business; that the picture wasiness in its stage shows was new 
and should not be tampered with, especially by agents, and more espe- 
cially by those agents who know their inside stuff as begotten by them 
from jamming up vaudeville at every opportunity in the past. 

This is no departure for Variety with agents who look for the edge 
and care not how that may be got or who or what suffers. Neither 
need it be given any attention by the picture executives as it takes care 
of itself. An agent cannot “monkey” without the act or attraction. If 
an agent does, sooner or later that agent will be reported to Variety, 
if not by one act, then by another, or by a competing agent. 

The only way in which to protect and preserve the stage shows in 
picture houses at present is by publicity, both as to the quality of the 
entertainment and as to its cost. A “wrong” booking agent rapidly 
progresses from one foothold to another, with his final and biggest haul 
the increase of salaries which he might split with someone else. A 
favorite method in this padding-salary business is to ask the act how 
much ft wants and to induce the act to allow the agent all over that 
amount, with the circuit or theatre accordingly mulcted. All the stuff 
a picture agent may try to get away with has been tried by agents before 
in vaudeville, straight and independent. 

With circuits having a small or large rfumber of theatres playing 
stage attractions, the “edge” thing will cost ita great deal, if not checked. 
The best way to check it is to have profiteering agents who work for 
themselves wholly rather than for the act or theatre understand that if 
they get caught, publicity will follow. 

In these cases as they may arise it will be useless to ask Variety 
to suppress any part of the stories. Such stories are not printed with- 
out the proper substantiation. They are printed for the benefit and pro- 
tection of the theatre and attractions, without the agents involved 
considered. 

It woukd be far better that all of the loose working agents should be 
eliminated from the picture field than that one circuit or one theatre 
should be obliged to abandon stage attractions, that means work for 
actors, through having been overcharged or given inferior entertainment 
for the amount of its appropriation. 





Bob Kane, the only “Big Three” producer left with a studio in the east, 
pre-viewed two of his most recent pictures last week. “Convoy” played 
a full week at the Strand, Hartford, breaking the house record, held by 
“Flesh and the Devil.” The pre-view of “Broadway Night” was ar- 
ranged in conjunction with an automobile show sponsored by the Staten 
Island Advance. The pre-view was held at the Ritz, Staten Island, Satur- 
day night. The tie-up with the Advance was effected when Kane guar- 
anteed the personal appearances of Sam Hardy, Louis John Bartels, 
June Collyer, Joe Boyle, the director; Leland Hayward, Forest Halsey 
and minor role players. Jack Conway (Variety) wrote the titles for 
“Broadway Nights.” : 

“Convoy” is slated to open in New York about May 1. 
Nights” will follow it on to Broadway a few weeks later. 

Kané is now casting “Dance Magic,” going into production next at 
Cosmopolitan Studios, New York. 


“Broadway 





Following the banquet to Harold B. Franklin by Publix, several in- 
formal dinner parties occurred for Louis Cohen, Jack Mansfield, and J. J. 
Franklin of Publix, who will accompany their chief to the West Coast; 
also for Freddie Schader of Variety, another west-bound Franklin man. 
The dinner te Mansfield, Franklin and Cohen was a lively, enjoyable 
affair, with much kidding, comedy and a great time. Each received a 
token of regard. At the Schader dinner, Freddie’s wife, Ray, who wasn’t 
there (stag) ran away with the party, the boosting for Ray almost 
equalling that for Freddie. Freddie’s gross in presents ran up to a con- 
siderable quantity (unestimated) of traveling equipment and “neces- 
sities.’” 





“Metropolis” in its original form as sent over here was in 16 reels. It 
was cut to nine by Channing Pollock, who also titled the picture, In the 
cutting it is said Pollock had to work out a coatinuity for the film. Its 
story in the German cutting had anything but, from accounts, and 
looked so hopeless that the Famous Players-Lasky people thought the 
picture was hopeless for exhibition on this side. 

Mr. Pollock is said to have devoted a large quanity of time to studying 
the film and recutting it, whilst trying to give {t some semblance of 
story. That he succeeded in part ig best attested by the picture’s run 
at the Rialto, New York, where it is current. 





Too many $2 pictures? A consensus of opinion appears to say yes. 
Less care than formerly appears to be exercised at present in settling 
upon the road show film attraction. That appears to be now guided more 
by the amount of money represented in the picture than by its merit. 

Another opinion is that the surplus of road showed pictures will cause 
them to become a drug, unless the run or reserved seat houses can 
absorb. them at a scale above the usual one of the general picture house. 

These opinions are not heard so much about the current supply of 
road show films, but of the many announcements of future pictures that 
will be legit—played before regularly re'eased, 





From accounts house managers playing Universal stage attractions 
booked by N. William Stephens, an independent booking agent, are in- 
structed to deduct five per cent commission from the attraction’s salary, 
if booked by Stephens, and remit to U’s home office, for Stephens’ account. 
Other than having a relative in the home office of U, Stephens is under- 
stood to have no connection with the organization excepiing that he 
books for it. That would suggest that Stephens is an exclusive booking 
agent for U with other agents ignored. It’s uncommon for a circuit to 
withhold commission from salary for an independent agent. It’s not 
so good for the agent either since if it comes through the home office 
someone there naturally would know the agent’s total gross collected as 
commission. 





A ruling by the Water Department of New York City that every 
picture booth in New York must have two operators at all times when 
a film was being changed was revoked after a heated protest from local 
exhibitors. The Water Department alleged that many booth fires had 
occurred of Jate and it seemed as though the fire had broken out in the 
last 100 feet of the running film. Accordingly it stated two operators 
must be on hand with one standing guard when the other rewound and 
threaded. 

The operators’ union had grown insistent upon the two operators thing 
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NELLIE REVELL IN HOLLYWOOD 


By NELLIE REVELL 


—_~—— 


Hotel Hollywood, March 124, 

Nowadays in New York there's nothing to compare with the old Clar- 
idge Hotel of “Before the War” times. But in Hollywood there’s the 
Montmartre, a modern-day and movieized Claridge. It is there every 
day at noon that all the celebrities and the embryo and ope-to-be 
“celebs” congregate for luncheon. 

Not the most usual sight ie the crowd of townspeople and tourists, 
who can’t afford to come within the gates, swarming about outside to 
watch the entrances and exits of the prominent lunchers. It is not al- 
ways easy even for the great and the near-great to get in either. Res- 
ervations must be made in advance. Those who neglect that precaution 
are apt to meet the fate of William Randolph Hearst and Arthur Bris- 
bane, whom I saw waiting 20 minutes for a table the other day. 

Wednesdays and Saturdays are particularly “Exhibition Days.” The 


waiters have the habit of pointing out prominent persons to the tourists. 
Sometimes the waiters get the names right, but a waiter, if he doesn't 
happen to know the person pointed at, always tells the tourists some- 
thing. 

Last Saturday I was pointed out to a party of tourists as “the mother 
of Mary Pickford.” Wednesday I was “Harold Lioyd’s mother.” Now 
I am waiting for them to point me out to some visiting Elk from Iowa 
as “Elinor Glyn” or a Wampus Baby Star. 

Speaking of Elinor Glyn and her “Three Weeks,” I'd be willing to pari- 
mutuel that I have crowded more episodes into the three weeks I've 
been here than she did in her “Three Weeks,” but perhaps of a different 
nature. And while (they tell me) Elinor realized a million on her ‘Three 
Weeks,” I wouldn't take two million for mine. 





Do yeu remember the anxious mother who always called out after 
her boy child left for school: “Dear, have you got your rubbers on? Did 
you take a clean liandkerchief? Be sure to keep your sweater buttoned.” 
Dorothy Dwan tells me she felt a good deal like the boy who tried to 
sneak off without his rubbers on the first time she went out on a moun- 
tain location with a “Western” company. The property man called her 
in just before she left and gravely interrogated her about the clothing 
she was lugging along. Apparently her enumeration didn’t suit him, for 
he produced two suits of long underwear, wool hose and a flannelette 
nightgown. 

Miss Dwan giggled at the idea in the sunshine of Hollywood, but later 
her giggle changed into a smile of real thankfulness. The worst snowe 
storm in 30 years took place while she was marooned in the mountains. 





You can now add to the “Sat Eve Post’s” list of “me-historians” and 
autobiographers the name of Bank Winters. He is compiling his remi- 
niscences of “Fifty Years of Song Writing.” 

It’s hard not to be a prominent clubman in Hollywood and Los Angeles, 
for the two towns have more clubs than there are in a double pinochele 
deck. Will Regers was right when he said: “This bunch would join 
anything except their families:’ If a person attends half of the clubs 
here they wouldn't ever have a chance to see their families, 

They’re all interesting, but one of the most so is called *‘The Troupers.” 
William “*H. Crane is President Emeritus, and there, on Sunday nights, 
the old-timers meet, mingle and reminisce. Anyone wanting the real 
data on stage history and who was the first to do ‘S0-and-so and who 
originated thia or that but if business and what was the real reason 
for the break between Garrick and Shakespeare could not do better than 
to attend a meeting and hear the speeches. 

As a morale-builder, the club asks no favors of any organization. For 
no professional could have better encouragement than for some other 
professional to tell him how much they admired him in such and such 
a part. 








Mr. Crane formerly had a good opinion of press agents. But his faith 
in publicity received a rude shock, he tells me, when he first came out 
here. He had gone to a studio to keep an appointment with the director 
and was ushered into an office where a young chap at a desk started to 
put him through a third degree. At last came the question: 

“Have you had any stage experience?” " 

Mr. Crane could only nod his head. The question had quite taken his 
speech away. , 

“Well,” he finally managed to get out. “You might call it experience— 
a week ago I celebrated the 61st anniversary of my debut on the stage.” 

Those who have been wondering where John Hyams and Lelia Mc- 
Intyre have gone to can now stop puzzling about it. They are out 
here for a small but quite adequate reason. Their lovely little daughter 
is in the movies, and if their presence can help her to win the great 
things expected of her, victopy is already in her grasp. 





Another! caller during the week was Lydia Yeamans Titus, daugirter 
of the ve*erable much-beloved Annie Yeamans. « When she first camo 
I could edsily have mistaken her for her mother as her mother was 
back in the old days at the old Olympic in Chicago, when Lydia used 
to sing “Daddy Wouldn't Buy Me a Bow-wow.” That, incidentally, is 
a long time ago and there’s no use saying Lydia hasn’t changed since 
thén. But, while she couldn’t wear cute little baby caps and look 
like a wax doll any longer, one wonders why some enterprising manager 
hasn’t put Lydia in some of the parts her mother played so well. 

Still other visitors were Beatrice Batchellor, my fellow publicity womaa 
and club member of the T. P. R. O. A., Richard Walton Tully, Toby 
Claude, George (Circus) Hines, Etta Tyndall, Mary Cecil Parker, Otis 
Harlan and Hardie Langdon. 





It is a most unusual thing for a man to reach the top in one profession 
and then deliberately give it up, turn to another and become an even 
greater success. However, it is sometimes done and Larry Semon is an 
example. Not so many years ago this favorite movie droll was drawing 
cartoons and receiving really important money for it from the New York 
“Sun,” “Telegram,” Philadelphia “North American” and other papers. 
Now he is not only a well-known and highly-paid screen comic, but also 
a producer. More than that, he has recently n signed to write the 
gags for Paramount pictures, and the training that enabled him to pro- 
duce a new-comic strip idea every day, week in and week out, will not 
go to waste. For everything is grist that comes to the gag-mill. 





Other times, other fashions. Ten years ago, when the first fortunes 
began to fall into the laps of the favorite of that god, the movie public, 








the stars considered a necessity to build homes that were a sort of a 


with the exhibitors objecting, and the Department was also salved just | Cro#s between Buckingham Castle and the Grand Central Terminal, But 

in time, permitting the houses to continue with one. The entire affair all that has changed now and the artistic, the cultured and the really 

has created considerable inside comment in certain quarters. | great stars build themselves homes that are beautiful but not fussy, 
— that fit their personalities and are actually comfortable. 

With Fox in contro) of the Roxy theatre, there is questioning as to Just recently, when Valentino’s Spanish castle on the hills was the 
whether the reported highly rated Fox special, “Sunrise” will be road- | Scene of an auction of his rather theatrical effects, the big stars were 
showed or sent inte the Roxy for a run, after it has played a Broadway | Conspicuous by their absence. For those who have had high hopes for 
house. That Broadway house is rumored as the Amsterdam, although | the art of the motion picture, it is encouraging to see that those who 
“Lucky,” the Dillingham stage Production current, is expected to play | control the destiny of the industry are returning to simplicity and sin- 

} there through the summer, cerity and sanity in their personal lives, 
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AND 20 YEARS AGO 


“Captive” Charges Dismissed 
in Police Court—Jury Se- 
lected for “Sex” Trial 


Charges against the cast of “The | 
dismissed in the; 


Captive” were 
Magistrate’s Court on the recom- 
mendation of the District Attorney 
with the promise of the cast that 
they would not participate further 
in the show. 

Attorneys for “Sex” were granted 
a trial by jury in General Sessions 
instead of being tried by the three 
Justices in Special Sessions as 
“The Virgin Man” was. 

When the case against “Sex” was 
called Monday for trial the court 
room was packed to the doors. The 


MORAL STANDARDS NOW 
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Denison Sells Insurance 





| 
| 
"| A. Denison, veteran 
| actor who went blind about 
three years ago, is now selling 
| | life insurance. At one time he 
was leading man for a number 
| of actresses on the stage and 
in pictures. 
The shock of his misfortune 
kept him inactive, but return- 
ing spirit accounts for his 
present occupation, with the 
aid of the Blind Men's Im- 
provement Club of the “Light- 
house.” 

Denison resides at 55 West 
105th street. 











Page Leaves Dillingham 


Will A. Page is through as press | 
agent for Charles Dillingham. It 








defendants were in three rows of 
seats directly opposite the jury box. 

When the first talesman was ex- 
amined as to his qualification as a 
prospective juror, Mr. Wallace 
questioned him on his attitude 
toward enforcing the law pertaining 
to morality on the stage. Mr. 
Schloss, for the defense, objected. 
This brought on a clash between 
counsel until Judge Donnellan in- 
terfered. 

“This show must be judged by the 
moral standards of today rather 
than those of a century ago,” the 
Judge ruled. 

This caused Wallace to change 
his questions. When he had con- 
cluded Mr. Schloss dwelt at some 
length on the different standards of 
morality in vogue years ago when 
the statute was enacted and those 
of now. 

“The only question here,” Mr. 
Schloss contended, “is whether this 
show tends to corrupt the morals of 
youth, and I hold that the statute 
passed many year ago does not gov- 
ern in this enlightened day. The 
time and place must be considered. 
Standards of today permit open 
frank discussion of sex matters. 
Twenty years ago women appearing 
on the streets in knee-length skirts, 
in one-piece bathing suits on the 
beaches and smoking in public 
would have been considered im- 
moral, but our wives do this same 
thing today and we think nothing 
of it. We tend today to expose the 
evils of prostitution to our children, 
whereas years ago that was taboo.” 


Statements Disputed 


Wallace contended that Schloss 
views had nothing to do with the 
selection of a jury and disputed 
Schloss’ statement that the evils of 
prostitution were openly discussed 
even today, 

The first talesman remembered he 
knew Mr. Wallace “slightly,” hav- 
ing been introduced to the prose- 
cutor when the latter lectured 
against nursery rhymes some years 
ago. He was excused without fur- 
ther. questioning. 

The jury finally selected was com- 
posed of Francis M. F, Leach 
(foreman), coal dealer, 3657 Broad- 
way; George W. Collins, printer, 30 
Seamon avenue; Edward H. Davis, 
publisher, 60 Riverside drive; 
George B. Wells, contractor, 180 
West 55th street; Carl T. Bonitz, 
investigator, 875 West 172nd street; 
Harry Phillips, clothing, 10 West 
70th street; Edwin K. Latz, hotel 
manager, 55 West 90th street; W. 
Irving Davis, real estate, 115 East 
90th street; Owen M. Voight, chem- 
ist, 332 West 8ist street; George M. 
Glasser, insurance, 410 West 160th 
street; Clarence Milius, cotton 
goods, 590 West End avenue, and 
Homer N. Lake, lithographer, 884 
West End avenue, 

It required the entire Monday’s 
session to fill the jury box. 








was stated that he had resigned. 
Intimations were made, however, 
however, that the failure to se- 
cure a representation of first line 
critics at the premiere of “Lucky” 
had something to do with Page's 
withdrawal. 

Bernard Sobel has been appointed 
to succeed Page. Sobel recently 
resigned from Ziegfeld’s office and 
started on a European trip, osten- 
sibly in the interest of A. L. Er- 
langer. He is reported on his way 
back. 

Page had been associated with 
Dillingham on and off for the past 
25 years. He quit to act in a simi- 
lar capacity for Morris Gest and 
then for Flo Ziegfeld, only to re- 
turn to the Dillingham offices. He 
recently published a book on 
Broadway. 

Charles Dillingham, who has been 
ill for more than a month, is re- 
ported on the way to recovery. He 
is slated to depart for Aiken, S. C. 


Pirates in Canada! 


Toronto, March 29. 
A couple of reported pirates are 
touring the tanks of Ontario Pro- 
vince with shows labeled “Abie’s 
Irish Rose” and White's “Scandals.” 














Vaude Agent Brings 


In “Restless Women” 


“Restless Women,” Max E. Hayes’ 
maiden effort in the legitimate pro- 
duction field, closed Saturday, 
brought back after trying out two 
weeks. 

The closing may have saved the 
vaudeville agent a law suit. Orig- 
inally the play was to have been 
presented by one Barrington, who 
started rehearsals in his rooms at 
the Hotel White. The cast engaged 
by Barrington had waived the 
usual two weeks’ salary guarantee. 
Hayes later advised Equity he 
would produce the piece and posted 
$3,000 to guarantee salaries. Bar- 
rington verified that and said he 
would sue Hayes. 

A play called “Adventure” was 
also brought in Saturday after be- 
ing out two weeks. 


P. D. Sherman at Oberlin 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Philtip D. Sherman, former pres- 
ident of the Drama League of 
America and professor of English 
and director of the dramatic asso- 
ciation at Oberlin College, has been 





|; appointed head of the dramatic de- 


partment which will operate at Po- 
mona College at Claremont, Calif. 

Sherman will conduct courses in 
the modern drama and play pro- 
duction. Students in the latter 


= 


EGITIMATE 


ae Qo 


Wednesday, March 30, 1997 





























EDGAR BERGEN and COMPANY 
in “THE OPERATION” 


On a European tour, comprising 
England, France and Sweden. 

c/o E. EDNLSTREN, 126 > waftes- 
bury Avenue, London, England. 





A group of five plays will close 
Saturday, all failures. 

“The Brothers Karamazov,” pre- 
sented by the Theatre Guild, will 
stop at the Guild, after six weeks 
under an alternating system. 
Though an admittedly excellent 
performance, it was impractical to 
move it to another house»because 
of casting and other problems. 


Doubtful if the cost of production 
was won back. 
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“BROTHERS KARAMAZOV” 


Opened Jan. 3. Critics voted 
two to one in favor of interest- 
ing and worthwhile production. 
Anderson (“Post”) character- 
ized it “distingushed contribu- 
tion to the season.” 

Variety (Ibee) said: “Ad- 
mirable presentation. Should 
; go along for a time.” 


. 
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“Pinwheel,” an  expressionistic 
affair, presented at the Neighbor- 
hood Playhouse, closes’ tonight 
(March 30). The engagement was 
brief, with no chance of being 
moved to Broadway. 

“Menace,” independently  pre- 
sented, will close after three weeks. 
It opened at the 49th Street, mov- 
ing to the Comedy Monday under 
a cut rate guarantee of $3,500 week- 
ly. Lasted only long enough to 
protect picture rights, 

“Lally,” presented by Carl Reed 
at the Greenwich Village, will close 
at the Morosco, where it was moved 
under co-operative plan last week. 
The piece played something less 
than eight weeks to light money 
downtown and less uptown. 
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“LALLY” 

Opened Feb. 8. Majority of 
daily reviewers did not see any 
reason why it should last. | 

Variety (Ibee) said: “Limited 
appeal.” - 








—— 


“Karth,” presented at the New 
Piaywrights at the 52nd Street, will 
be taken off Saturday, too. Sup- 
posed to alternate with “Loud 
Speaker,” but moved to the Grove 
Street instead, playing there two 
weeks, 


“Follies” at New Erlanger 


The new Erlanger theatre on 
West 44th street, opposite the new 
Majestic which opened this week, 























is approaching completion. It is 


class will be used in staging one | expected to be ready six weeks be- 


or more one-act playlets 





Defendants 
Mae West, the members of the 


cast of “Sex,” two producers and} grounds July 26. 


two corporations are the defendants. 

Individually they are Clarence W. 
Morgenstern and James Timoney, 
producers; John Cort, lessee of the- 
atr; 63rd Street Theztre Corpora- 
tion and Morals Productions, Inc.; 


with actor-defendants: 

O'Neal, Eeda Von Buelow, Lyons | 
Wickland, Pacie Ripple, Gordon 
Burby, David Hughes, Daniel J. 


Hamilton, Constance Morgenstern, 
Ann Reader, Warren Sterling, 
Thomas V. Morrison, Alfred L. Re- 
gali, John Coleman, Mary Mor- 
risey, Ida Mantell, Conde Brewer, 
Ivan Jordan, Florence Dogherty, 
Peter Segreto and Edward Elsner, 
director. Wickland and Jordan are 
On the road, As the charge is a 
misdemeanor their presence is not 
compulsive. 

If convicted the defendants may 
be fined up to $1,000 or sentenced 


as the summer session play at the 
open-air theatre on the 





Joe Gaites Has Ulcers 


Joseph W. Gaites is confined to 
his apartment with ulcers of the 
stomach, His condition was re- 


Zarrie| garded as serious, but early this 


week he was reported considerably 
improved. 

Gaites produced on his own some 
| time ago. For the past two years 
jhe has been in the Shubert offices 
in an executive capacity. 








to the penitentiary to from one day 
to three years or both. 

“Sex” was one of three shows 
playing on Broadway raided on the 
night of Feb. 21 by the police after 





| Police Commissioner and the Dis- 
| trict Attorney, 


complaints had been made to the} 


as well| fore the formal premiere, the house 


‘to thoroughly dry out. The same 


college | care in construction that attended 
the building of the New Amster- 


dam, goes for the Erlanger. 


It is virtually set for the Er-|” 
next 
|“Follies” which Ziegfeld is aiming 


langer to open with the 


for early June presentation. 





Testing “2.Weeks” If 
Working Meantime 


June Walker is being sued for $800 
by Charles Hopkins, producer. More 
than a year ago Miss Walker was 
contracted to appear in “Subway.” 
The production was abandoned and 
Miss Walker was paid the regula- 
tion two weeks’ salary guarantee, 

Mr. Hopkins based his claim on 
the fact that Miss Walker secured 
employment elsewhere during the 
two weeks. 

Heimann & Rubfen are appearing 
4for the actress, 
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It is said there are thou- 
sands of persons who promote 
theatre parties in New York. 
Most are for supposed bene- 
fit purposes, but regardless 
for these attractions not sell- 
ing out or on the down grade, 
such business is acceptable. 

Recently one party pro- 
moter approached the propri- 
etor of a number of theatres 
to solicit him to buy two the- 
atre party tickets. The an- 
swer was right to the point. 

There are all kinds of bugs 
_ who try to get an edge in buy- 
ing tickets. One wanted to 
get a rate for a party of ten. 


Parties and Benefits 
| 











“Gossipy Sex” as Play 





Albany, March 29. 
John Golden's “Gossipy Sex,” 
comedy drama, was given its pre- 
miere at the Capitol last night. 
Lynne Overman is featured. 
This tragic comedy deals with a 
male gossip, a man who cannot re- 
sist spilling spicy details of the 
past lives of his acquaintances al- 
though he has no desire to hurt 
jthem. By the third act he has 
created trouble in every family in 
the suburban community where the 
play is laid. 
None of the roles, with the ex- 
ception of Overman’s and Thomas 
W. Ross, who does well with an- 
other comedy angle, amount ta 
anything. It is a clean play. 
Golden said he would hold the 
production for a Broadway show- 
ing in the fall. 
Play made from vaude sketch of 
same title. 


JAS. LEDERER STRICKEN 


James Lederer, veteran theatrical 
and film man, suffered a paralytic 
stroke and is confined to his room 
in New York. 

Jim has lost his voice completely 
and the use of one arm. His brother, 
George Lederer, managing “The 
Jazz Singer,’ was in Philadelphia. 
A sister is now at his bedside. 














Wilde’s “Importance of 


Being Earnest” to Music 


Harry Puck is producing, stage 
directing and will appear in a 
musicalized version of Oscar 
Wilde's “The Importance of Being 
Earnest.” 

Robert Hood Bowers has com- 
posed the music, the lyrics by 
Francis Dewitt. 

Among those so far engaged are 
Marjorie Gateson, Flavia Arcaro 
and Harry Short, with a leading 
woman now sought. 

Puck has successfully staged a 
couple of musicals for others. He 
says he has a backer for his own 
production, with name undisclosed. 





German Authors Want 
Longer Copyright Period 


Washington, March 29. 

German authors, led by the new 
Prussian Academy of Authors, are 
striving for a longer period of copy- 
right after death, says a report to 
the Department :-of Commerce. 

A period of 50 years is being 
asked instead of 30 years, as now 
provided, 

The Vestal “all approved” copy- 
right bill, which is to be again 
taken up when Congress meets Dec. 
1, next, also provides for the 50-year 
period after death, replacing the 
now existing 28-year stipulation of 
the Copyright Act of the U. S. 





Guild in Chicago 


The Theatre Guild Acting Com- 
next season at the Studebaker, 


their first play of the season, re- 


“PADLOCK” BILLIS 
BEFORE GOVERNOR 





Semi-Censoring Play Measure 
for N. Y. C.—Other Dirt 
Play Episodes 





The “padlock” bill, passed by the 
legislature at Albany, the convic- 
tion of the producers, author and 
east of “The Virgin Man” Monday 
and the beginning of the trial of 
those connected with “Sex” on the 
same date are the cardinal devel- 
opments in New York’s dirt play 
furore, 

The defendants in the case of 
“The Virgin Man,” which closed re- 
cently for lack of patronage, had 
been unsuccessful in having the 
trial transferred to General Ses- 
sions, which means a jury trial, 
Judges Direnzo, Vorhees and Mur- 
phy, who had deferred decision af< 
ter hearing the case last week, 
adjudged all defendants guilty, but 
suspended sentence on the players, 
as reported in this issue. The prec- 
edent of “The God of Vengeance,” 
when the actors were fined $25 
each, reversed by the higher courts, 
may count im the final adjustment 
of the “Virgin Man” matter. 

It took the entire day in General 
Sessions to select a jury in the case 
of “Sex,” which also shut down 
when patronage declined. swiftly. 
Attorneys for the defendants, chief 
among whom are Mae West, star 
and author of the piece, and C. W. 
Morganstern, manager, made two 


queries to prospective jurors: 
“Did you see “Sex,” “The Cap- 
tive’ or “The Shanghai Ges- 
ture?” 


If the juror answered yes, 
he was accepted, but was chal- 
lenge? if he had not seen the shows 
or at least one of them. The other 
question concerned to the topic of 
prostitution, if presented in an 
amusing or entertaining manner on 
the stage. If the juror had no ob- 
jection he was accepted, otherwise 
challenged. During the morning 
session 44 jurors were excluded. 

Yesterday’s (Tuesday’s) session 





pany will play the first six weeks of 


Chicago, coming to New York for 











hearsed and previously presented in 
Chicago. 

The Studebaker engagement be- 
gins Sept. 26. 

“Porgy,” by Dorothy and DuBose 
Heyward, will be produced at the 
Guild Theatre next week. It is a 
negro show with a cast which will 
be largely colored. 

The Chicago date is in addition 
to the previously announced road 
tour of a repertoire company which 
‘tthe Guild will form and rehearse 
this summer, and which is being 
booked by the concert agency. 


was taken up with the reading of 
the play script to the jury. 


Power to Revoke 

The passage of the Wales bill, 
which gives the license commis- 
sioner power to revoke the license 
of a theatre for one year upon con- 
viction of presenting an obscene or 
immoral play, was a surprise, com- 
ing “Near to the close of the As- 
sembly’s session. It was first 
stated the measure would not be 
reported out of the rules committee, 
but the bill was passed. 

It is now up to Governor Smith to 
sign or veto the bill. He had re- 
peatedly said there were enough 
laws to regulate the stage. It is 
contended the Wales bill is not actual 
censorship and with tremendous 
pressure brought to bear in Albany, 
it is believed the Governor will 
put his name to the bill. District 
Attorney Banton of New York ad- 
vocated it. 

The Committee of Nine did not 
appear to argue against the Wales 
bill, figuring opposition might tend 
to reflect upon the sincerity of the 
Self Control plan. In addition to 
enumerating the features of the 
present penal code, the Wales bill 
mentions as objectionable the de- 
piction of sex degeneracy, in tab- 
leaux. or portion of any perform- 
ance, Everyone connected with 
such a performance would be con- 
sidered equally guilty. That would 
include authors, producers, direc- 
tors, actors, press agents and 
others, 


“Deck” Has Chance 


Phiadelphia, March 29. 

“Hit the Deck,’ musical, at the 
Chestnut Street has a chance but 
needs much work. 

It has a far better book than the 
ordinary musical and the score 
holds two hit numbers. Rest is thin. 

Louise Groody and Charles King 
scored strongly. 

Production is elaborate but a 
ragged performance was given last 


night and the dances were badly 
staged. 











Adele Richie in Art Play 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Adele Richie (Mrs. Guy Bates 
Post) will return to the stage to 
act in Bronson Howard's “Aristoc- 
racy,” which will be revived in 
Pasadena by the Community Play- 
ers, 
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CASEY IS AGAIN DIRT PLAY JOLT IN 


CHARGED WITH 
PIRATING 


Century Play Co. Instructs 
Attorneys to Proceed— 


Stock in N. C. 





The Century Play Company has 
instructed its attorneys to proceed 
against Tom Casey, Henderson, 
North Carolina, on a charge of pi- 
rating three plays, “The Brat,” “Peg 
o’ My Heart” and “Bought and Paid 
For. ” 

Casey is operating a circle stock 
eompany, giving six performances 
three days a week in Henderson, 
Huntington and Washington, N. C. 

It is the same Casey, it is alleged, 
who was tried, convicted and sen- 
tenced in Oil City, Pa. in 1926 to 
three months in jail on a charge of 
pirating “Lightnin’.” 

The Century Play Company is 
issuing a general warning to the 
effect that play pirates will be pros- 
ecuted criminally in the future. 

Heimann & Rubien are the attor- 
neys for the plaintiff. 


NO MORE BUYS, 
SAYS LEBLANG 


Joe Leblang returned from Flor- 
ida last week and made a decision 
that will in the future govern the 
operation of his cut-rate theatre 
ticket agency. It is that there will 
be no more outright buys of pro- 
ductions and theatres for the run 
of a play by his organization. 

During the current season the 
Leblang agency has been operat- 
ing a number of “buys” for shows 
sold over the cut-rate counter. The 
operations that they undertook 
were highly successful from the 
financial side, but Leblang feels 
that there is a certain amount of 
plugging done over the counter for 
shows that are “bought” that de- 
tracts from the shows regularly 
“on sale” with him. 

It is in the interest of fair play 
to all of the shows that come intw 
the cut rates that he has made his 
decision, so that all shows will get 
an equal break. 

The buying of shows by the cut- 
rate agency was brought about 
early in the season when Harry 
Kaufman _ started Kay’s' Ticket 
Agency with an idea of invading 
the cut-rate field. Kaufman started 
using “influence” to get seats for 
his agency and in several isolated 
instances was successful. ‘Then he 
went out after the exclusive and 
undertook to guarantee attractions, 
against which the Leblang people 
started to buy shows. Kaufman’s 
cut-rate invasion shortly passed 
out. 

On the managerial side, however, 
the “buy” thing registered and they 
were continued by Leblang until he 
returned last week. 

The biggest cut-rate buys were 
negotiated for the Century, which 
house has had a hard time of it 
this season attracting patronage 
“The Vagabond King,” which went 
up to the Century from the Casino 
for a single week, stayed there on 
the strength of the cut-rate buy. 
On this run about $8,000 loss re- 
sulted to the cut rates. The next 
attraction was “Castles in the Air,” 
on which there was a profit which 
more than wiped out the previous 
loss. ‘On “Rose-Marie” there was 
@ guarantee for the length of the 








run. 
Last week Leblang had four 
shows on the buy plan, but the 


@rrangement was discontinued. 


Lambs After Site 


At a general meeting the Lambs 
appointed a committee to select a 
location for a new clubhouse. Un- 








til that is favorably passed on the | 


Present clubhouse will not be dis- 
posed of. ay 

One site, that of 45th street, ad- 
Joining the Beck theatre, is said to 
have been objected to. 

The Lambs club, for 25 years on 
West 44th street, is a valuable 
¢property. The clubhouse includes 
a theatre seating 300. It is expected 
the new club will cost $1,000,000. , 


|‘VIRGIN MAN’ SENTENCES 


Author and Predesers Jailed— 


Suspend Sentence on Cast’s 
Members 





Author, producers and members 
of “The Virgin Man” recently at 
the Princess, New York, were con- 
victed in Special Sessions Monday 
of giving an indecent performance. 
William Francis Dugan, 


berg, producers, were each sen- 
tenced to 10 days in the Work- 
house and fined $250. Members of 
the cast received suspended sen- 
tences. 

Counsel for the defendants im- 
mediately served notice on Assist- 
ant District Attorney James Gar- 
rett Wallace that an appeal from 


the conviction and sentence would} 


be made in the Supreme Court. 
Pending the appeal effort will be 
made to have those sentenced to 
jail released under bail. 

The arrest of the defendants oc- 
curred on the night of Feb. 21 after 
the police had viewed the play, 
taking stenographic notes of the 
dialog and business. The trial was 
held a week ago in Special Sessions. 
At the conclusion of the people's 
case a motion to dismiss the 
charge against Clare Tree Major, 
lessee of the Princess, was granted. 
Under suspended sentences were: 

Don Dillaway, Dorothy Hall, Vir- 
ginia Smith, Betty Alden, Paul 
Clare, Joseph Baird and Charles 
Horn, 

In pronouncing sentence Justice 
Direnzo, presiding, stated that the 
Court had decided that the show 
was unfit to be permitted on a 
New York stage and that it was 
the Court’s opinion that rewriting 
the script would be impossible. 

The producers and author were 
remanded to the Tombs pending 
the application for a writ to the 
Supreme Court. 


Commends Sentence 
In commenting upon the convic- 
tion and sentence District Attorney 
Banton said: 


Special Sessions have earned the 
commendation of all right thinking 
people of this community. As I 
said on many occasions, New York 
City is the cleanest city morally of 
any of the large cities.of the world. 

“The great majority of play- 
wrights, producers and performers 
realize this and are doing their 
share to maintain New York’s high 
standard of morality. The very 
small minority which prefers dirty 
dollars to decency must pay the 
penalty when they run contrary to 
our laws and public opiniom 

“This conviction no doubt will 
have a salutary effect. The meas- 
ure passed by the Legislature in its 
closing hours, which has for its 
purpose the tightening of the law 
governing stage morality, also will 
be a big aid to those who are at- 
tempting to maintain a clean the- 
atre. 

“The prosecution: of other per- 
sons accused of producing ob- 
jectionable plays and performances 
will go forward with vigor and ex- 
pedition.” 


Rosenthal’s Suit Against 
Wolfsohn for Revelations 


An idea of what piano manufac- 
turers pay to eminent concert 
artists for the use of their pianos, 
for the indirect advertising returns 
therefrom, is gathered from Moriz 
Rosenthal’s suit for $20,240 against 
the Wolfsohn Musical Bureau. 

One phase of the cause for action 
details that Rosenthal held a $250 
per concert contract with a 
“prominent New York piano manu- 
facturer” (anonymous) of which he 
agreed to “kick back” $50 a week 
to the Wolfsohn agency. 

The suit revoives about an al- 








cert, totaling $15,640, less 15 
cent. commission. 


The difference is made up by the 





monies Rosenthal would have 
earned from the piano manufac- 
turer for his piano plugging at 


these 23 concerts. 





“CRIMINAL” IN “HOOP-LA” 

Virginia Smith, one of the “crim- 
inals” in “The Virgin Man,” has 
been engaged for “Hoop-La” with 
Bernard Granville. 





Lee 
production. 


author, | 
and Mack Cohan and Jacob Krom- |} 


“The Judges of the Court of 


leged guarantee of 23 concert book- | 
ings by Wolfsohn at $800 per con- | 
per | 


Wainwright is making the | 


tional. 


tumes, 


PAUL YOCAN 


Creator, Producer and Star of 
“ARTISTIC MOMENTS” 
“THE BOSTON “GLOBE” said: 
“Paul Yocan, a great dancer, who 
seems to fly across the stage rather 
than walk; his dancing is sensa- 





Offers a classy revue with 
special settings and attractive cos- 


This Week (March 28) Albee, B’klyn 
Direction LEW GOLDER 
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7 
NAKED COLORED CHORINES | 
From up Harlem way comes | 
the story that colored in- 
terests are bringing public | 
pressure to bear towards 
cleaning up some of the | 
colored shows that have been | 
playing the Negro belt in re- 
cent weeks | 
Heading this proposed 
cleansing of the colored stages ' 
are Neg newspaper men | 
Apparent nudity of the 
' chorines has caused quite a 
flutter among the patrons. 
| 








(10% Tax Coming Off 
During Next Session 


Washington, March 

The remaining 10 per cent. 
amusement tax will come off dur- 
ing the next session of Congress, 
it can be stated. 

Jack Connolly, representing the 
Hays organization here, and who is 
credited with securing the repeal 
j}up to 75 cents thereby benefiting 
practically all of the picture houses, 
is among those making the em- 
phatic prediction. 

In discussing the chances of the 





29. 





parties. 


company 





had 


2 GIRLS EXPELLED 
THROUGH ACTORS 


Smith College Sophs Went 
Auto Riding After Sunset 
With Men of Rep. Co. 














Woman” Ends 
Can It Succeed In Small 
Towns ?—Question 





timate 





revue, 


New York 


Northampton, Mass., March 29. 

Two Smith College sophomores 
were expelled before Easter recess 
because they rode in an automobile 
after sunset “with men other than 
members of their families.” 
men were members of the Com- 
monwealth Repertory Company. 

Allan Neilson, 


These 


president of the 
college, denied a rumor emanating 
from Boston that expulsion was for 
excessive drinking and scandalous 
Both he and Reginald 
Napier, manager of the repertory 
company, denied knowledge of any 
member of the company being in- 
volved in these rumored orgies. 
Napier admitted that several of 
the unmarried male members of his 
fraternized 
college girls, had been guests at 
the recent spring dance, 
guests at college house and had 
taken girls for auto rides, but all 
had been very proper and above 
board and in accordance with the 
college rules. 


with 


dinner 


FRISCO DIRT PLAY OUT 


“One Man’s Run— 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

“One Man’s Woman,” which con- 
stituted the “dirt play” problem of 
Los Angeles for four months, closed 
at the Orange Grove April 2 and 
goes to San Francisco. 

It is announced it will tour the 
small towns of the coast following 
Frisco but success in thig field is 
considered unlikely on account of 
the character of the play. 


Lief’s Intimate “Whoops” 


Nat and Max Lief, the latter dra- 
matic editor of the 
“Daily News” have authored an in- 
“Whoops!” 
30b Gross and Fred Fisher, new 
; young independent producers, 


are 


lreadying it for early spring pro- 
| duction. Ray Perkins of “The New 


| Yorker” 


| This is 


the Liefs’ 


advertising staff and for- 
| mer songwriter, is doing the music. 
Carl Hammer, staging. 
maiden effort. 
'Nat Lief is a dentist otherwise, 


al- 


though known among the younger 


theatre set. 





Actor for Experience 
Donald Davis, son of Owen Davis 


, is going on the stage. 


the juven 
company 


}an actor 


to 


He is to play 
ile role in the Chicago | 
of “The Barker,” to be 


in line with 


familiarize him with 


headed by Richard Bennett. Davis 


is a Harvard man. He is becoming 


a program 


the 


stage 


on both sides of the footlights. 


Young 
father’s 
he 
} producing. 


fi 


or 


footsteps 
might settle 


Davis may 


as a 


follow 


play 


his 


wright 
down later to| with 


repeal Mr. Connolly stated that he 
had received the assurances of 
Senator Reed Smoot (R.) of Utah, 
chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee, early last session that 
should the surplus in the Treasury 


repeal, 

Other leaders likewise assured 
Connolly along these same lines. 

“With President Coolidge antici- 
pating a $400,000,000 surplus noth- 
ing stands in the way of relief to 
all phases of amusements,” said 
Mr. Connolly. 





DOWN TO LAST 5 AUTOS 


Producer, Pleads 
in Proceedings 





Corper, Coast 
Poverty 





Los Angeles, March 29. 

Michael Corper, local producer, 
admitted in municipal court that 
his pay checks as president of the 
corporation which formerly ope- 
rated the Majestic theatre were 
temporarily worthless.” 

Corper sought to prove to Judge 
James H. Pope that he was a 
pauper, while supposedly drawing 
$150 a week as president of a cor- 
poration. 

The owner of a home formerly 
occupied by Corper sued in sup- 
plementary proceedings for unpaid 
rent. Corper’s wife testified that 
they were so poor she had to sell 
her jewelry and give up a favorite 
chow dog. The landlord said that 
at the time the Corpers were too 
poor to pay rent they had five au- 
tomobiles. 


Cancel Kolb and Dill; 
Rusvo Refunds $2,000 


Oakland, Cal., March 29. 

Kolb and Dill in “Queen High,” 
due at the Alameda, Cal., audito- 
rium tonight, were cancelled by 
W. A. Rusco, local manager, upon 
learning that the chorus of the 
show had been fired in Los An- 
geles, 

The engagement was sponsored 
by brother Elks of Max Dill, the 
Chamber of Commerce and other 
civic bodies, the idea being to put 
Alameda on the theatrical map. 

Rusco bought the show for $1,500 
and returned an advance sale of 
$2,000. 











McCormack—‘ Or Else” 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

announcements for next 
“Tuesday evening course” 
L. E. Behymer, local concert pro- 
|moter, lists John McCormack as 
one of the attractions but in small- 
ier type he pulls a darb of an “or 





In the 
| season's 


|else—” promising “another supreme 
event” if McCormack does not ap- 
| pear. 


be sufficient he would support the 





ALICE KENNEDY'S TRIAL 


FOR MANSLAUGHTER 


Two Colored ¢ Children Killed 
by Auto—Driving Friend's 


Car 

Alice Szapira, 22, known on the 
} Stage as Alice Kennedy, formerly 
, With “Student Prince,” was placed 
}on trial before a jury and Judge 
| Francis X. Mancuso in General Ses- 
sions Monday charged with mane 
slaughter in the first decree. If ac- 
quitted Miss Szapiro will have to 
face a second trial on a_ similar 
| charge. 

The young actress is accused of 


having caused the death of Edward 


Maynard, 12, of 31 West 134th 
street and Willlam Chambers, 9. of 
22 West 134th street, negroes, by 


running them down with an auto- 
mobile at 134th street and Lenox 
avenue, June 15, last. 

Assistant District Attorney Bene« 
dict Dineen charged that Miss Sza- 
piro was seated alone in the aue 
tomobile of Edward M@han, a 
friend, in front of a filling station 
on the day of the accident. That 
the young woman started the ma- 
chine and unable to control it, ran 
the car into a group of children 
playing on the sidewalk. 

James W. Osborne, counsel for 
Miss Szapiro, contends his client 
was of a highly nervous tempera- 
ment and becoming impatient at 
having to wait for Meehan, began 
tinkering with the machine. The 
car started and in trying to stop 
the machine she unknowingly 
stepped on the gas, f{nstead of on 
the foot brake. 


DRASTIC STAGE CENSOR 
BILL UP IN ILLINOIS 


Chicago, March 29. 
The committee on judiciary will 











reach a decision tomorrow (Wednes-« 
day) as to whether the theatre 
censorship bill introduced to the 
State legislature by Representative 
E. A. Johnson (Chicago) should go 
to to a vote in the Illinois house, 

Theatre managers of this city, 
fighting passage of the bill, have 
formed a committee of three to rep- 
resent théir interests. The commit« 
tee, composed of John Garrity, gene 
eral manager for the Shuberts; 
William Roach, manager of the 
Harris theatre, and Ben Kahane, 
attorney, was to have gone to 
Springfield if necessary. 

The bill, if passed, will place the 
Department of Registration and 
Education in full judicial and cen- 
sorial control of the entire stage 
situation in the State of Illinois. 

The bill provides that all stage 
pieces intended fdr this State be 
submitted in manuscript form to be 
reviewed and passed on by the de- 
partment at least one week before 
actual production. The manuscripts 
are to include all dialogue, songs, 
lyrics, “situations” and pictures of 
the costumes to be worn by the 
players. 

After all incidentals relating to 
the production have been seen and 
passed on, there will be a fee of 
$150 for license to entitle produc- 
tion. This license, the bill provides, 
is to be on display in the box office 
of the theatre in which the show ls 
playing. 

Any production having once been 
passed on and produced, and then 
brought back for a return engage- 
ment will not have to submit to 
re-examination if nothing is altered 
on the second trip. 

Amateur and other performances 
for charity, education and benefits 
are not affected by the bill. 


Equity’s Hold Over Ticket 


Fyuity’s nominating committee 











As the famous Irish tenor is the | 


ranking 
traction 


number one concert 
the pinch hitter clause 


at- 
is 


Baroness, Picture Lead 
Baroness de Plessen, of Denmark, 


who wore all] the clothes in “Thou 
Desperate Pilot” for the week it 
lasted, has been signed by the Ex- 
celflent Film Company for a role 

George Walsh in “The Heart 


oe 


of a Crook,” 


funny to anyone in show business. 


selected to name the regular ticket 
for officers and council for the sea- 


son of 1927-28, has made the nome 
inations. The officers, to be elected 
for one year are the same as for 
the present term which expires 
May 30. John Emerson, president; 
Ethel Barrymore, first vice-presie 
{| dent; Bruce McRae, second vicee 
| president; Frank Gillmore, trease- 
| urer and executive secretary; Grant 
Stewart, recording secretary, 

This ticket is official though the 
nominees have not yet complied with 
acceptances, That app! to the 
new council! to be elected, whe 


will be named later. 
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~ SHOWS IN N. Y. 











AND COMMENT srcceantles” $10,000 





Figures estimated 
successful, while the same gross 
mediocrity or loss. 


play is also considered. 
Classification of attraction, 
admission scale given below. 





and comment point to some attractions being 


The variance is explained in the difference in 
house capacities. with the varying overhead. 
with consequent difference in necessary gross of profit. 4 
in business necessary for musical attraction as against dramatic 


house capacity and top price of the 
Key to classification: 
D (drama); R (revue); M (musical comedy); 


accredited to others might suggest 


Also the size of cast, 
Variance 


C (comedy); 
F (farce); O (operetta). 








“Abie’s Irish Rose,” Republic (254th 


week) (C-901-$2.75). Business 
slightly improved last week, but 
attention went to newer suc- 


cesses; “Abie” nearing completion 
of fifth year and getting around 
$9,000. 

“American Tragedy,” Longacre 
(25th week) (D-1,019-$3.85). One 
week more; pace down between 
$8,000 and $9,000; definite book- 
ing not completed. 


“Broadway,” Broadhurst (28th 
week) (CD-1,118-$3.85). Couple 
of new successes arrived last 


week, but leadership of non-mu- 
sicals not questioned; still ca- 
pacity and should be good for 
year; $26,000 and over. 

“Brothers Karamazov” (6th week) 
and “Pygmalion,” Guild (13th 
weal) (D-914-$3.30). “Karama- 
zov” will be taken off after this 
week; “Pygmalion,” current last 
week, will go to Philadelphia, and 
after April 11 will alternate with 
“The Second Man” at Guild; got 
$1,200 last week. 

‘Bye, Bye, Bonnie,” Cosmopolitan 
(12th week) (M - 1,493 - $3.85). 
When moved here under cut rate 
guarantee business naturally took 
jump, approximating $16,000. « 


“Cherry Blossoms,” 44th Street (1st 
week) (O-1,326-$3.85). Operetta 
first called “Yo San,” presented 
by Shuberts with scale under top 
in vogue; opened Monday. 


“Chicago,” Music Box (14th week) 
(CD-1,001-$3.30). Drew real busi- 
ness for first couple of months, 
then eased off; $11,000 and more 

. lately; profitable. 


“Crime,” Times Square (6th week) 
(D-1,057-$3.85). Moved over from 
Eltinge last week, takings taking 
jump, as expected, in larger 
house; gross of $16,000 regarded 
very good, but trade not up to ex- 
pectations following switch. 


for big business for time; first 
week, approximately $45,000. 

“Mariners,” Plymouth (ist week) 
(D-1,047-$3.30). Second offering 
by reorganized Actors’ Theatre, 


Inc.; opened Monday. 

“Menace,” Comedy (3d week) (D- 
682-$3.30). Final week; kept 
going to save picture rights; cut 
rates guaranteed $3,500 last week 


and this; moved from 49th St. 
Monday. 
“Oh Kay,” Imperial (2ist week) 


(M-1,446-$5.50). Has felt depres- 
sion in some measure, but one of 
season’s most important musicals 
and should go into summer; over 
$36,000. 


“Peggy-Ann,” Vanderbilt (14th 
week) (M-T771-$4.40). Another 
musical success attraction of in- 
timate rating: holding to nice 
money; around $17,000. 


‘Queen High,” Ambassador (30th 
week) (M-1,168-$4.40). Ought to 
last through spring, although 
takings have dropped recently; 
last week at well over $15,000 
with some cut rates. 


“Rio Rita,” Ziegfeld (9th week) (M- 
1,750-$5.50). Leadership of list 
may be contended for by newer 
_musical entrants, but class of 
this one unquestioned; gross over 
$46,000, and set for long run. 
“Road to Rome,” Playhouse (9th 
week) (D-879-$3.85). Ticket de- 
mand as strong as ever and real 
run in sight; business holds to 
$17,000 and more weekly. 
“Saturday’s Children,” Booth (10th 
week) (D-708-$3.30). Cinch for 
balance of season and may g0 
into summer; playing to $13,500 
weekly, capacity. 
“Scalawag,” 49th Street (ist week) 
(C-708-$3.30). Brings David Hig- 
gins to Broadway; Higgins and 
Bennet Musson wrote piece. 
Opened Tuesday. 





“Crise Cross,” Globe (26th week) 
M-1,416-$5.50). One more week; 
Fred Stone goes to Boston, spend- 
ing next season in other major 
stands, and due back on Broad- 
way during fall of 1928; paced at 
$25,000. 

“Countess ritza,” Jolson’s (29th 
week) (O-1,776-$5.50). Switch in 


«» bookings moved this show out of 


44th Street, which got “Cherry 
Blossoms”; “Maritza” probably 
spotted in bigger house for cut 
rating; had been down around 
$15,000 mark. 

“Fog,” National (8th week) (D-1,- 
161-$3.30). Looks like mystery 
piece is set here for time and 
may go through spring; business 
claimed around $10,000 weekly. 

“Fog-Bound,” Belmont (ist week) 
(D-515-$3.30). Richard Herndon 
presenting; play by Hugh Stanis- 
laus Stange, with Nance O'Neil 
starred; opens Friday (April 1). 

“Gay Paree,” Winter Garden (2ist 
week) (R-1,493-$5.50). Names 
inserted with idea of carrying re- 
vue into warm weather; last week 
oe jump to approximately $30,- 

“Gertie,” Bayes (20th week) (C- 
860-$3.30). Dropped off lately; 
even with flood of two for one 
tickets, gross estimated under 
$5,000; but may make something 
at that. 

“Honeymoon Lane,” Knickerbocker 
(28th week) (M-1,412-$3.85). Fa- 
vored among musical comedies of 
season; has been getting better 
attendance since first of year; 
about $24,000. 

“Honeymooning,” Bijou (3rd week) 
(C-605-$3.30). Co-operative show; 
house dark and booking gamble; 
little heard about it since open- 
ing; maybe $3,500. 

“Her Cardboard Lover,” Empire 
(24 week) (CD-1,099-$3.85). 
Strong call in agencies means 
success for Jeanne Eagels attrac- 
tion: heavy money first week at 
$21,800, virtual capacity. 

“Judy,” Royale (8th week) (M- 
1,200-$3.30). Reported ready to 
leave in couple of weeks; moder- 
ate money attraction with aver- 
age weekly pace around $10,000. 

“Lally,” Morosco (8th week) (C- 
893-$3.30). Final week; moved 
up from Village last week, but 
trade here less than downtown; 
under $3,000; “Hearts Are 
Trumps” next week. 

“LeMaire’s Affairs,” Majestic (ist 
week) (R-1,745-$5.50). Newest of 
Broadway theatres giving Chanin 
Brothers string of five: LeMaire's 
revue came in Monday, with ex- 
cellent out-of-town rep; $22 top 
opening night. 

“Lost,” Mansfield (ist week) (D- 
1,050-$3.30). Independent produc- 
tion of play by A. E. Thomas and 
George Agnew Chamberlain; 
Ramsey Wallace heads cast and 
interested; opened Monday. 

“Lucky,” New Amsterdam (24 
week) (M-1,702-$6.69). Difference 
of opinion over new Dillingham 
production with hich scale being 


Watched for seaction; looks set 


a : ee es ae 


“Scandals,” Apollo (424 week) (R- 
1,168-$5.50). Still cleaning up and 
may last into summer; weekly 
takings approximating $38,000. 

“Sinner,” Klaw (8th week) (D-830- 


$3.30). Going along to moderate 
money and probably turning 
profit, with weekly average 


quoted between $7,000 and $8,000. 

“Set a Thief,” Lyceum (6th week) 
(D-957-$3.30). One of several 
mystery plays, but not getting 
much money; did not beat $5,000, 
but cast reported co-operative. 

“That French Lady,” Central (3d 
week) (C-922-$3.30). Just so-so; 
salary agreed on by cast; show 
moved Monday from Ritz, and 
Broadway location may help, also 
cut rates; maybe $5,000; title 
changed upon removal to “The 
French Kiss.” 

“The Barker,” Biltmore (11th week) 
(CD-1,000-$3.85). With another 
company being readied for road, 
expectations are for continuance 
here into summer; last week, 
$11,000 to $12,000. 

“The Constant Nymph,” Cort (17th 
week) (D-1,043-$3.20). Will go 
to Boston April 16 instead of 
week earlier; business around 
$10,000 mark; no attraction yet 
secured to follow in. 

“The Constant Wife,” Maxine EI- 
liott’s (18th week) (CD-924-$3.85). 
One cf season's solid successes 
with virtual capacity business 
since start; not much affected and 
nearly $18,000 again last week. 

“The Crown Prince,” Forrest (2nd 
week) (D-1,015-$3.30). Started 
rather weakly with critics not 
taking kindly to tragic story with 
Teutonic tinge; first week only 
played five performances, getting 
between $6,000 and $7,000; lower 
floor demand. 

“The Desert Song,” Casino (18th 
week) (0O-1,477-$5.50). Fine op- 
eretta presentation somewhat off 
lately at about $25,000 weekly; 
should come back, however, and 
last into warm weather. 

“The Ladder,” Waldorf (24th week) 
(D-1,142-$3.30). Backer — seems 
satisfied to take heavy loss and 
date still indefinite; doubtful of 
grossing much over $3,000 weekly. 

“The Legend of Lenora,” Ritz (ist 
week) (CD-945-$3.30). Revival of 
Barrie play with Grace George 
starred; presented by W. A. 
Brady; opened Tuesday. 

“The Mystery Ship,” Garrick (3rd 
week) (D-537-$3.30). Little heard 
about this one and figures to do 
business only via cut rates; $3,000 
to $4,000 here; one more week, 
then “Mr. Pim Passes By” and 
“Right You Are If You Think You 
Are” will alternate here. 

“The Noose,” Hudson (24th week) 
(D-1,094-$3.30). Making good run 
of it; though drawing moderate 
money steady profit indicated; 
estimated around $8,000 or bit less; 
due at Selwyn, Chicago, after two 
weeks more. 

“The Play's the Thing,” Henry Mil- 
ler (22nd week) (CD-946-$3.85). 





Cleverly written and played com- 
edy commaads excellent draw and 


Pittsburgh, March 29. 
| “What Price Glory,” in its second 
week at the Pitt theatre, grossed 
slightly over the $14,000 mark, 
| bringing its total for the first two 
|weeks of its engagement to over 
27,000. At $1.50 top a $14,000 gross 
means near capacity. 

Business at the Alvin fell off 
some last week, “Loose Ankles” do- 
|ing in the neighborhood of $10,000. 
It meant a profit, though, for every- 
body concerned. Straight comedies 
have been away off here this sea- 
son, Pittsburghers flockfng only to 
revues, musical comedies and “su- 
per” movies. “Sunny,” at the 
Nixon, promises to hang up a high 
figure at $4.40 top. 


(Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 





ARLISS’ $7,000, CANADA 
Montreal, March 29. 

His Majesty’s (1,400; 55-$2.75). 
“Young Woodley” struck bad patch 
for 7 nights and two matinees. Fair 
to middling gross first night, fol- 
lowed hy three-quarter empty 
houses rest of week, despite good 
notices. Company as in original 
New York cast, except for Mary 


Servoss, who replaces Helen 
Gahaghegan; $4,000. 
Princess (1,500; 50-$2.50). “Old 


English” return since fall. George 
Arliss favorite, and house, despite 
general slump, better than most; 
$7,000. 
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will easily go 
went -up _ last 
$17,000. : 


“The Ramblers,” Lyric (28th week) 
(M-1,406-$5.50). Among musical 
leaders throughout fall and win- 
ter; off lately but probably better- 
ing even break at $22,000. 


“The Silver Cord” and “Ned Mc- 
Cobb’s Daughter,” John Golden 
(12th week) (CD-900-$3.30). Al- 
ternating program by Guild here 
will round out season with first 
named play summer condidate; 
“McCobb” last week $13,000. 


“The Spider,” Chanin’s 46th St. (2nd 
week) (D-1,413-$3.85). Figured 
on moving to smaller house but 
business went to standee propor- 
tions and will stick here; scale 
increased to $3.85 top; in sevén 
performances at $3.30 the takings 
were nearly $18,000. 


“The Squall,” 48th St. (2ist week) 
(D-969-$3.30). Looks strong 
enough to last through spring; 
although off like most others is 
making some money at $9,000 to 
$10,000. 

“Tommy,” Gaiety (12th week) (C- 
808-$3.30). Will move after an- 
other week, Hitinge being booked; 
moderate money show; at $8,500, 
however, profitable and show on 
right side. 

“Twinkle, Twinkle,” Liberty (20th 
week) (M-1,201-$4.40). Leaving 
after another week; business down 
to around $12,000; made pretty 
good run; “Lady Do,” also musi- 
cal, due on April 11. ‘ 

“Two Girls Wanted,” Little (30th 
week) (C-530-$3.30). One of sea- 
son’s surprises; not big money 
but consistent at over $8,000, good 
in house of this size. 

“Vanities,” Earl Carroll (31st week) 
(R-998-$6.60). Claimed to be 
turning some profit but future 
somewhat in doubt through Car- 
roll’s sentence to Atlanta; esti- 
mated under $20,090. 

“What Anne Brought Home,” Wal- 
lack’s (6th week) (C-770-$3.30). 
Costs little to operate and house 
and show under same manage- 
ment; four matinees weekly to a 
little over $5,000. 

“Wooden Kimono,” Beck (14th 
week) (D-1,189-$3.30). Moves to 
Fulton next week; getting around 
$9,000 lately and o. k. with cast 
taking salary cut; “Spread Eagle” 
next week. 

“Yours Truly,” Shubert (10th week) 
(M-1,395-$5.50). At around $26,- 
000 this musical about breaking 
even; expected to come back at 
Easter and coast through spring. 

Special Attractions and Rep. 

“Loud Speaker,” New Playwrizhts 
Group, 52nd Street; “Earth,” which 
was to alternate with first named 
play, will close at Grove Street this 
week; next week at 52nd Street, 
“Fiesta”; “Rutherford and _ Son,” 
Grove Street next week. 

“Cradle Song,” Civic Repertory, 
14th Street, “Inheritors,” “John 
Borkman,” “The Master Builder,” 
etc. 

“The Sea Woman’s Cloak” and 
“The Trumpet Shall Sound,” Amer- 
ican Laboratory theatre. 

“Right You Are If You Think You 


through season; 
week, bettering 


Are,” special matinees, Guild the- 
atre, moves to Garrick soon, there 
to alternate with “Mr. Pim.” 


“Pinwheel” closes at Neig/:bor- 
hood tonight (March 30). 

“The Night Hawk,” revival, Frolic, 
bargain tickets. 

“Caponsacchi,” 
den’s. 


Outside Times Square—Little 
“Savages Under the Skin” did not 


Walter Hamp- 


register with critics; “Granite,” 
Mayfair; “The Devil in the Cheese,” 
Hopkins; “The New Yorkers,” 
Totten. 








LOOP EXPELS “N. Y. EXCHANGE” 
DIRT’ PLAY FROM BROADWAY 
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Legit Grosses in Chicago Again Lowered Last Week 


—Easter Will See Several Incoming Attractions— 
“Oh Please” May Stick 





Chicago, March 29. 

Down another notch went the 
high-stepping gross-pullers. With 
two weeks more of Lent there’s go- 
ing to be such a shuffling of the 
calendar that the Eastern openings 
indicate a top-heavy line-up. 

While the general sales last week 
were sluggish, “What Every Wom- 
an Knows” (Four Cohans) developed 
a spurt midweek, furnishing the be- 
lief the Barrie piece will pick up 
some real coin. “Twinkle! Twinkle!” 
is underlined for the Erlanger April 
17, but it’s possible that “Please” 
will contribute additional surprise 
by holding the time for another con- 
tinuance of the booking. 

“New York Exchange” and “The 
Donovan Affair’ were both tabbed 
correctly by the first-nighters. “Ex- 
change,” the dirt show, succeeded in 
packing up Saturday, darkening the 
Olympic, but while “Affair” (clean) 
only did about $6,000 at the Selwyn, 
the management preferred to hold 
it in rather than close the house. 

“Sweet Lady,” out at the Illinois 
this week because of the previous 
booking of “Sunny,” is angling for 
the Selwyn, but here again is an- 
other booking proposition, with “The 
Noose” mentioned as a_ tentative 
Easter attraction at the Dearborn 
street house. “Lady” doesn’t want 
the two weeks prior to Easter if the 
house won't allow the time to re- 
main open thereafter. “Lady” has 
averaged $10,000 at the Illinois, and 
figures to be a good bet for a $3 
spring-summer show. A lad by the 
name of Tom Ball, financially backed 
with what is said to be department 
store money from New York, is 
steering the destinies of “Lady.” 


“Shanghai Gesture” is through at 
the Adelphi with about three weeks 
to go before the organization starts 
for the coast. 

A repetition of the drops that 
have come to “Cradle Snatchers” in 
the last three weeks will cause 
alarm at the Harris in the endeavor 
to hold this piece in the high money 
class until June. The talent said 
“Gesture” would drop before 
“Snatchers” and once again the tal- 
ent was right. Both shows have 
marked off record gross trade for 
non-musicals, 

$5 Top 


“Sunny at 

“Sunny” steps in ahead of the 
big bunch of Easter shows, gaining 
additional comment by announcing 
a $5 nightly sale. Two weeks later 
comes Jolson at the Apollo, “The 
Nightingale” at the Great Northern, 
“Judy” to reopen the Studebaker, 
and the above-mentioned possibil- 
ity of “Twinkle! Twinkle!” at the 
Erlanger. To make the April book- 
ings showered with attention the 
Blackstone will offer for a limited 
nine performances the heavy money- 
grabber, “Trelawny of the Wells.” 
This will be one of the most impos- 
ing schedules of spring attractions 
the town has offered for some time. 

At least four plays on the present 
list are in the throes of the sort of 
business that would ordinarily war- 
rant a@& removal, but shows are 
scarce and the house owners don’t 
want to close the theatres if there 
is a bare chance to grab the rent 
which in most cases has eight to 10 
weeks more to go. Incidentally the 
hot mayoralty contest (April 65) 
promises to raise havoc with trade 
this week. 


Estimates for Last Week 


“Sweet Lady” (Illinois, 4th and 
final week)—About $30,000 gross in 
three weeks, averaging $10,000 
weekly, holding even but loses 
house because of arrival of “Sunny.” 
Independent bankroll supporting 
“Lady” was wrecked en route into 
Chicago. 

“The Donovan Affair” (Selwyn, 
3d week). Flop to $6,000 gross 
wasn’t surprising to those who have 
followed career of mystery plays 
in recent years in this town. Two 
weeks in Philadelphia reported only 
spot this piece drew profitably since 
leaving New York. 

“Shaghai Gesture” (Adelphi, 14th 
week). Now looks as if it will stop 
at the end of the 18th week because 
of sharp drops at all performances 
in last two weeks. Will head for 
scans Present gait around §$13,- 
000. 

“Cradle Snatchers” (Harris, 14th 
week). Dropped off $1,600 over pre- 
vious week with the $4,200 Saturday 
gross pulling up week’s figure to 
just over $17,600. How long piece 
can last will depend upon any prob- 
able come-back Faster week, 

“Night Hawk” (Blackstone, 4th 
week). Wholly depending upon the 
cut-rate books, which slowed up, 
vet strong enough for probable 





vross of $¢99°°% orly under it 
Nroueh Pot * = 1 of weak hal- 
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until April 17 when “Trelawn 
oe ya figures record gross p- 
nine performances, limit 

already discussed. on ne one 
“Ned McCobb’s Daughter” (Prin- 
cess, 6th week). Not announced 
but looks much like a guarantee to 
house of some sort. Drawing limit- 
ed clientele of high-brows, who ap- 
preciate good acting, yet hard to 
figure higher than $6,500. 

“What Every Woman Knows” 
(Four Cohans, 24 week). Started 
off lightly, but leaped at a clip of 
$200. gross improvement nightly 
about midweek, displaying possi- 
bilities and went to around $13,000, 
fine after the poor start. 

“Oh, Please” (Erlanger, 5th 
week). Can now be considered local 
hit, just reverse of Broadway for- 
tunes. Another show booked in for 
April 17, but “Please” may keep at 
present profitable gait. High acale 
gives $26,800 or little stronger. 

“A Night in Paris” (Apollo, 6th 
week). In for three weeks more 
because of the complete disappear- 
ance of “punch” sales that gave at- 
traction quite a few revue records 
for this house. The Monday gross 
yanked down total week's figure, 
which also suffered on three other 
nights, making final returns around 


Sambo” (la Salle, 384 
week). Uncertainty for future of 
stay at this house because some 
say would get bigger money at 
Olympic. Estimate of $22,000 gross 
for two weeks encourages further 
campaigning In town. 

“Katja” (Garrick, 3d week). Spe- 
cial Monday party helped to hold 
gross to about same figure of pre- 
miere week, which makes present 
takings about $16,500 weekly, al- 
though grosses on Tuesday and 
Thursday may have brought last 
week’s gross slightly under first 
week, 

“12 Miles Out” (Cort, 11th week). 
Not greater than $7,500 gross, but 
this figure proves attraction is 
holding its own during below nor- 
mal conditions. 

“Vagabond King” (Great North- 
ern, 40th week). Another week to 
finish up sensational engazement. 
Drops in recent weeks have been at 
wide clips, although present [ndi- 
eations are attraction will depart 
with $15,000 or slightly better gross. 


‘Is Zat So?” $16.00, 
“Smilin’ Through,” $2,000 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

‘Is Zat So?” grabbed itself 
around $16,000 and the town’s lead 
legit figures last week at the 
Belasco. It was the fifth week for 
the comedy. “American Tragedy,” 
in its 10th and final weeks, was 
estimated at only $1,000 less, dis- 
tinct spurt for the Vine Street. 

Moving downtown at a $2.50 top 
instead of its former $3 scale, the 
Hollywood Music Box Revue, with 
Fanny Brice, was in the neighbor- 
hood of $10,000 in its first week at 
the Biltmore, It’s doubtful if this 
figure shows a profit, inasmuch as 
the salary list totals about $8,800. 

Something like $200 shy of $8,000 
about tabs “Alias the Deacon,” in 
its 10th week at the Hollywood 
Playhouse, while “One of the Fam- 








ily” is reported to have obtained 
$5,600 in its first week in the 
Morosco., 


In 10 performances “The Gorilla” 
is figured at around $5,000 at the 
Majestic. 

Mufting on all cylinders, “Smilin’ 
Through” is believed to have gotten 
only about $2,000 at the Belmont 
and exited. 

“Chicago,” opening Friday night, 
was not the sensation expected at 
the Hollywood Music Box at around 
$3,700 for four performances, En- 
tirely dependent upon two-for-ones, 
“One Man's Woman” hit in the 
neighborhood of $3,300 at the 
Orange Grove. 
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“Spread Eagle’s” Needs 


Atlantic City, March 29. 
“Spread Eagle,” at the Apollo, ts 


_a fairly entertaining melodrama. 


With considerable brushing up #% 
may meet with success, 


a 
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FOUR NEW BYWAY HITS IN LENT: 
“LUCKY.” $45,000—“SPIDER” BIG 





“Affairs” Contends for Leadership Now Held by 
“Rio Rita” with $46,000—“Cardboard Lover’ 
Goes to $21,000, Capacity—Line Up Revised 





With four “money shows” arriving 
within the week there was conclu- 
sive evidence that Lent has no bear- 
ing on the chances of Broadway 
productions. Two were musical and 
two of the dramatic class. The 
entry of attractions of the latter 
kind are unusual at this time, man- 
agers generally waiting for Easter. 
As for the musicals they are pointed 
to span the summer and beyond. 

“Lucky” at the New Amsterdam 
aroused no wild scramble for tickets 
after the opening, but the first 
week’s gross at approximately $45,- 
000 points to heavy trade for a time 
atleast. The sealing of the show 
at $6.60 nightly is questioned in 
ticket circles. 

The premiere of LeMaire’s “Af- 
fairs” at the new Majestic Monday 
was important in that that attrac- 
tion is the potential new leader of 
the list. The. Majestic with a ca- 
pacity of 1,784 is more than any 
legitimate theatre in town except 
the Century. The lower floor ca- 
pacity of the new theatre makes it 
possible for “Affairs” to gross $55,- 
000 weekly at $5.50 top. “Rio Rita” 
has been the leader at slightly over 
$46,000. “Lucky” can get as high 
as $49,000. 

“The Spider’ had the top dra- 
matic call at Chanin’s 46th Street 
after a Tuesday’s opening and got 
$18,000 in seven performances, This 
week the scale has been boosted 
and should the new mystery novelty 
draw as first indicated it would 
displace “Broadway” at the head of 
the non-musicals. “Her Cardboard 
Lover,” however, the other out- 
standing entrant of last week, was 
off to a heavier money start, get- 
ting $21,800 or virtual capacity. 
orth Crown Prince” started Wed- 
nesday and in five performances 
got about $6,500. 

‘Phough trade was claimed to be 
improving, the call appeared to be 
for front loeatiens only. “Savages 


Under the Skin,” which opened at 
the Greenwieh VMage last week too, 
has fittle chanee. “Lafly,” which 


moved up from the Village, got 
nothing and will be taken off. 
“Honeymooning,” a starter late in 
the previous week at the Bijou, 
grossed about $3,500. 

Even though “ihe Spider” con- 
tends for leadership, “Broadway” is 
not expected to be affected, and 
betters $26,000 right along; “The 
Constant Wife” holds up well at 
over $17,500, with “The Play’s the 
Thing” and “The Road to Rome” 
almost as good; “Crime” around 
$16,000, now at the Times Square; 
“Saturday's Children” big at $13,- 
500; “Ned McCobb’s' Daughter,” 
$13,000; “Pygmalion,” $12,000; “The 
Barker” a bit over $11,000; about 
the same for “Chicago”; “The 
Squall,” over $9,000; “Wooden Ki- 
mono” and “Abie” approximately 
the same; “Two Girls Wanted,” 
over $8,000; “Sinner” less; “Fog” 
about $9,000; “That French Lady,” 
“What Anne Brought Home” and 
“Set a Thief,” hardly $5,000; “The 
Mystery Ship,” under $4,000. 

“Rio Rita” again scored capacity, 
with better than $46,000, “Lucky” 
being right behind; “Scandals” 
quoted at $38,000, with “Oh Kay” 
almost as big; “Gay Paree” reported 
jumping to about $30,000; “Yours 
Truly” rated around $26,000; “The 
Desert Song” about $25,000, with 
“Criss Cross’ the same, but leaving 


next week: “Honeymoon Lane,” 
$24,000; “The Ramblers,” $22,000; 
“Vanities,” under $20,000; “Peggy- 


Ann,” $17,000; “Queen High,” over 
$15,000, but o. k.; “Bye, Bye, Bon- 
nie,” $16,000; “Maritza” about the 
same; “Judy,” around $9,000 and 
leaving next week. 

Leaving Saturday and due in 
next week: “Spread Eagle,” Beck, 
with “Wooden Kimono” moving 
from Beck to Fulton; “Hearts Are 
Trumps” succeeding “Lally,” Mo- 
rosco; “Brothers Karamazov” clos- 
ing at Guild, which offers Rochester 
Opera next week; “Menace” closing 
at Comedy; “Earth” stopping at 
Grove Street, which will offer 
“Rutherford and Son”; “Pinwheel” 
closes tonight at Neighborhood 
Playhouse, which will have a 
“lyric bill’ next week; “Rapid 
Transit” will open at the Province- 
town Playhouse and “Barking Dogs” 
is named for the Central Opera 
House, not used for shows for some 
time. 





22 Buys and 31 Cut Rates 
Three added starters to the buy | 
list this week. They are “Cherry | 
Blossoms,” which opened at the | 
44th Street Monday night, for which } 
the brokers took 300 a night for; 
four weeks: “LeMaire’s Affairs,” | 
which opened the new Majestic on 
the same night, has a buy of 406 


a night, and “The Legend of Leo- 
nora,” which opened last night, got 
a buy for 100 a night for four 
weeks. That brings the total of the 
buys to 22. 

The complete 
“White’s Scandals” 
Barker” (Biltmore); 
Children” (Booth); 
(Broadhurst); 


list includes 
(Apollo); 
“Saturday's 
“Broadway” 
“The Desert Song” 
(Casino); “Her Cardboard Lover” 
(Empire); “The Crown Prince” 
(Forrest); “Cherry Blossoms” (44th 
St.); “The Spider’ (46th St.); 
“Criss-Cross” (Globe); “The Play’s 
the Thing” (Miller); “Oh Kay” 
(Imperial); “Honeymoon 
(Knickerbocker); 
(Lyric); 


“The Ramblers” 
“LeMaire’s Affairs” (Ma- 
jestic); “The Constant Wife” (El- 
liott); “Chicago” , (Amsterdam); 
“The Road to Rome” (Playhouse); 
“The Legend of Leonora” (Ritz); 
“Yours Truly” (Shubert); “Crime” 
(Times Sq.); “Rio Rita” (Ziegfeld). 

In the cut rates the 31 attractions 
listed there on Monday were “Queen 
High” (Ambassador); “Wooden 
Kimona” (Beck); “Honeymooning” 
(Bijou); “Vanities” (Carroll) ;“ That 
French Lady” (Central); “Menace” 
(Comedy); “The Constant Nymph” 
(Cort); “Bye Bye Bonnie” (Cosmo- 
politan); “The New Yorkers” (Tot- 
ten); “The Night Hawk” (Frolic); 


“Tommy” (Gaiety); “The Mystery 
Ship” (Garrick); “Earth” (Grove 
St.); “Brothers ~*~ Karamazov” 


(Guild); “The Devil in the Cheese” 
(Hopkins); “The Noose” (Hudson); 
“Countess Maritza” (Jolson); “Sin- 
ner” (Klaw); “f'wo Girls Wanted” 
(Little); “An American Tragedy” 
(Longacre); “Set a Thief” (¢Ly- 
ceum); “Ramblers” (Lyric); “Lost’’ 
(Mansfield); “@ranite” qMayfair); 
“Lally” (Morosce); “Kos” €Na- 
tional); “LoudspedkKer”’ «(New Play- 
wrights); “Judy” (Royale); “The 
Ladder” (Waldorf); 
Brought Home” (Wallacks’) and 
“Gay Paree”’ (Winter Garden). 
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Shuberts Attach Show 


Washington, March 29. 

The Shuberts have filed suit 
against James H, Hull as manager 
of “The Awakening,” a local pro- 
duction sponsored by the Ku Klux 
Klan, which held forth during the 
past week at the Belasco. 

The producers are asking $7,000 
damages to cover them for losses 
suffered when Hull refused to con- 
tinue his production for a second 
week, the suit setting forth an al- 
leged breach of contract. 

In for a repeat the week was 
anything but profitable. To add to 
this the Shuberts have attached all 
moneys in the box office, as well 
as all scenery equipment. 


Hopkins Retains Plymouth 


Arthur Hopkins has taken a new 
lease on the Plymouth, said to be 
for 10 years. The house built by 
the Shuberts has been operated by 
Hopkins for the past 10 years at an 
annual rental of $40,000. 

An increase in the rent, as an- 
ticipated, places the figure at about 
$60,000 yearly plus taxes and re- 
pairs. While that is somewhat less 
than the reputed figure asked, it is 
explained by 
Shuberts retain 25 per cent in the 
profits. That is said to also have 
been in the origina) lease. The Shu- 
berts own the Mecrosco, expected to 
revert back to them early in the 
summer. 

















Opera Singer Remains In Films 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Nicholas Segurrola, former Met- 
ropolitan Opera Singer, who made 
his screen debut in Gloria Swan- 
son’s “Sunya,” has been cast 
her next picture. 





Flora Parker Ill 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
®lora Parker, wife of Carter de 
Haven, is seriously ill at her home 
in Hollywood. 


“The | 


Lane” | 


“What Anne! 


the report that the} 


for |} 


TRELAWNY’ IN BOSTON, 
$40,000-HOUSE RECORD 
Hollis and Tremant, Dark— 


$9,000 for ‘Ghosts’ at 
Park 





Boston, March 29. 
for the season and for several sea- 


traction was broken last week, when 
“Trelawny of the Wells,” in for a 
week, did close to $40,000 for busi- 
ness. This was for nine perform- 
| ances, with $4 top, extra perform- 
‘ance being necessary through de- 
|mand for tickets. 

Other attractions in town got 
over very well, considering the sea- 
;son of the year, “Sunny,” closing 
,at the Colonial-after a run which 
extended several weeks, did $34,000, 
| finishing. “The Vagabond King,” 
at the Shubert, after a rather slow 
start, picked up well and was prac- 
tically sold out after Tuesday. 

Despite it has been shifted sev- 
eral times, “Queen High,” here the 
longest of any of the shows now 
playing, is still holding up well. 
“Americana,” housed at the Wilbur, 
is running into the same difficulty 
|}which “Charlot’s Revue” experi- 
enced at the Park. Good downstairs, 
but balcony business way off and 
has been since it opened here. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Vagabond King”’—Shubert (2d 
week). Off to slow start, but picked 
up and finished strong. $25,000. 

“Queen High’—Piymouth (24a 
week). Holding up despite it has 
been here for almost 20 weeks, and 
in that time has played three 
houses. $16,000. 

Americana”"—Wilbur (last week). 
Not going very well upstairs. Fair 
play in orchestra. Did $10,500. 

“Ghosts”—Park (final week). In 
first week did $9,000, about best 
business at this house this season. 

“Cocoanuts”—Colonial (ist week). 
$34,000 for final week. 

Hollis and Tremont dark. 
(Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 


“LOST,” WASH. TRYOUT, 
$2,000 AS RECORD LOW 


Washington, March 29. 

“Lost,” the new fropfcal drama, 
forced the National, a fNouse that 
has. never, faifed to give a new one 
Jat least efiough to Goyer the pay- 
roll, into the same class as the 
town’s rize low gross 
house, the Belasco, 

The Belasco itself did nothing to 
brag about, though having “The 
Awakening,” a local affair spon- 
sored by e K, K. K., in for a re- 
peat. 

Real surprise was “Rose-Marie” 
at Poli’s. Started weak, but gradu- 
ally built up to a near sell-out for 
Saturday matinee, Balcony S. R. O. 
after Wednesday. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Belasco (Shubert) — “The Awak- 

ening.” Evidently exhausted local 
interest in its own talent on first 
week, getting about $5,000 on the 
repeat week. Not enough to justify 
still another week announced, with 
house going dark for current seven 
days. 
National (Rapley)—‘“Lost.” Gross 
probably lowest ever experienced 
by house. Several Washington 
business men said to have invested 
prior to advent of company. They 
now know how to count 54 people 
on the lower floor—this on Saturday 
matinee, according to eye-wit- 
nesses, Less than $2,000. 

Poli’s (Shupert) — “Rose- Marie.” 
Did better this time than on either 
of two weeks last season, latter 
being Christmas and New Year’s. 
Looks to have topped $20,000 this 


time. 
This Week 
Belasco, dark; National, star cast 
in “Trelawny of Wells”; Poli’s, 
Ames’ Gilbert and Sullivan Opera 
Co. 
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Amateurs Hurt Revues 


Murray Phillips has sidetracked 
his production of “Times and 
|Topics,” intimate musical revue, 
until summer. 

Phillips says the postponement is 
justified because of the current 
wave of revues by little theatre 
groups and others. 

















try-out 











KALEY’S ALTERNATING 
Chicago, March 29. 
Charles Kaley, formerly violinist 
}and soloist with Abe Lyman’s or- 
| chestra, has been engaged to head 
the stage band which will alternate 
with Ben Meroff’s orchestra be- 
tween Mark Bros.’ Granada and the 
new Marbro. 
The latter house opens May 1. 
Meroff will vacation during 





the 


two weeks previous to the Marbro} 


j opening. 


The house record for the Tremont | 


sons in the past, for a dramatic at- | 
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“Fiesta” (Playwrights Thea- | | Great Temptations,’ Musical, 
}] ta tned, ss Did $22,000 Last 
Rapid Transit” (Province- 
| town & Horace Liverigcht). Week 
“Brilliants” (Lester Bryant). | es 
“Circus Princess” Shu- | | ee Bt 
| nai’ - " (Shu | : Philadelphia, March 29. 
. } Vith the season's second tradi- 
“The Second Man” (Theatre | tional eeanel only a couple of 
| Guild). weeks off, the Lenten slump took a 
“Love Is Like That” (Jones firmer hold on local theatres last 
& Green). week, although Philly has not felt 
“The Field God” (Edwin | | the depression as much this season 
Wolfe). ge “smashes” last week with 
“Open Your Arms” (Dolloff | “Lucky” gone, but, on the other 
& Wainwright). | hand, there were few if any definite 
“What Would You Do?” flops on the list. 
Mayfair Productions). | “The Jazz Singer.” although it 
“Hearts Are Trumps” (Henry took a drop at the Broad, still led 
Sesen) the dramatic field, with $16,500 
. |} claimed for its third week. “Honor 
_, | Be Damned!" after some rather 
|} mediocre. houses early in the week 
INCORPORATIONS ;at the Garrick, came back sharply, 
and claimed about $14,500 on the 
New York | week, a much better record than the 
|} show got on Broadway.. In its short 
Harvard Amusement Co., Syra- bees ett Rr : oe 
une: pictures:; 685000: ep TP andl two te ks stay, this Willard Mack 
Ben Fitzer, Nathan Abelsen. Mac- |} melodrama will probably do enough 


kenzie, Smith, 
Syracuse, 

Pictorial Films, New York City; 
1,000 shares common no par; Henry 
Breckinridge, Aida de Acosta Root, 
George Barr Baker. Walter L. Post, 
50 Church street. 

Coney Island Operating Co., New 
Antonette Venvenga, Dolores M. 
Rosenbaum, Tina Wollison, Elis 
Gordon, 366 Broadway. 


Knickerbocker Producing Corp., 
New York city, plays, pictures, 
$100,000; Julius H. Dreher, Fred- 
erick S. Wythe, William F. Beal. 
Herbert Adams, 5 East 44th street. 

House of William Jerome, New 
York, plays, $5,000; William Jerome, 
Arthur Ritter. Robert R. Kane, 247 
Park avenue, 


Lewis & Micheli, 


Goshrov Theatres Corp., New 
York city, amusements, $30,000; 
Lillie Fedderman, Jacob Jacobs. 


Reuben Cohen, 280 Broadway. 


Weinbro Theatres, New York, 
theatrical, pictures, $10,000; Theresa 
Weisberg, David Silverman, Karl A. 
Blaustein, 191 Joralemon street, 
Brooklyn. 


Out of Town Club, New York 
city, tickets, $1,000; Theodore and 
Benjamin Smith, Flla Koller. Gold- 
Phexg & Solomon, 29f Broadway. 
llonka Amusement €Co., New York 
 ciéy, enteatainmeénts, $2,000; ¥efta 
Heater, Smma Dresdner, Henry 

earlman, 63 Park Row. 

Tube Theatre Ticket Office, New 
York city, $5,000; George J. Jelis, 
H. M. Zimmerman, Barry Keith. J. 
R. Mandelbaum, 305 Broadway. 

Consoli Opera and Theatre Ticket 
Agency, New York, $5,000; Frank 
De Lucia, Frank Maruso, Marco 
Valente. John J. Duff, 1841 Broad- 
way. 

The Lady Screams, New York, 
Plays; 100 shares common, no par; 
Charles J. Mulligan, A. Rosenblaum, 
R. Madow, F. Wright Moxley, 1560 
Broadway. 

Prospect Rides, Brooklyn, amuse- 
ment devices, $35,000; Marcus C. 
and Philip F. Illions, George L. Lap- 
pos. Maurice J. Rosenthal, 2948 
West 8th street. 


“RAIN’S” GOOD FRISCO 
START, GETS $8,100 


San Francisco, March 29. 

Henry Duffy picked a good time 
to bring in his road production of 
“Rain” to the Alcazar, for the main 
legit houses were in their last week 
of long runs and he had the field 
to himself. Lucille La Verne got 
away in “Sun Up,” while every 
critic in town was raving about the 
performance, but, nevertheless, the 
Tuesday night business was away 
off, and it doesn’t look as though 
the straight legit, no matter how 
good, can break in for a run of any 
length. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Curran— The final week of the 
Richard Bennett stay in “The Dove” 
brought $9,200. “The Vagabond 
King” opened very big, with every 
indication of a successful stay. 

Wilkes—The eighth and last week 








of “Castles in the Air’ was good 
for $8,700, which means no profit 
for either house or company. “An 


American Tragedy” opened to fair 
success, with a little interest in 
the advance sale. 

Columbia—Lucille La Verne in a 


magnificent performance of “Sun 
Up” brought $6,500 at the box 
office. Z00ked for six weeks, but 


may not stay that long. 
Alcazar—Isabel Withers giving 
jan excellent performance in the 
| Jeanne Eagels’ part in “Rain” looks 
jlike six weeks for this Henry 
| Duffy house; $8,100 is considered 
very good for a first week. 
President—‘“The Family Up- 
stairs” has given no Indication of 
'movine, for $7.500 means a nire 
| profit for the Duffy 
etring house. 


| (Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 
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| business to warrant a continuation 
|of its road tour, which was uncer- 
| tain when it arrived here. 
“Pickwick,” with last weeks an- 
;}nounced at the Walnut, claimed to 
| beat its previous week's gross, get- 
ting $13,000, is still above the stop 
clause and surprisingly good for the 
fifth week here of a show of this 


kind. 
This week's only novelty, not 
counting “The Riddle Woman,” is 


“Hit the Deck,” musical comedy 
try-out at the Chestnut for three 
weeks, or possibly more. 

Next week will be an important 
one. The particularly important 
pair of newcomers are Tyler’s all- 
star “Trelawny” revival at the Gar- 
rick, and the Theatre Guild’s Pyg- 
malion” at the Adelphi. Both are in 
for single week only. The third 
opening will be “Americana” at the 
Walnut. This revue hopes to stay 
four weeks. April 18 the Mask and 
Wig Club of the University of Penn- 
sylvania will offer “Hoot Mon,” its 
annual show at the Garrick (for two 
weeks), and “The Night Hitwie” at 


the Broad, The Speen prab- 
aly have seme le on that 
‘date, but it yh pOot De “Liste 
Deaffe,'% aq Ment reported. ~ 

The Garrfck, Chéstnut aga Wal- 
nut, axe all rumove@as havihe sum- 
mer shdws. 

Estimates for Last Week 
“The Jazz Singer” ad, 4tb 


week). George Jessel show éased 
poft some but grosséd $16,500, sat, 
under the circumstances. 

Great Temptations (Shubert, 24 
week). In first week this revue 
which received mixed notices from 
press got about $22,000, nothing not- 
able. 

“Honor Be Damned!” (Garrick, 24 
week). This melodramd rather sur- 
prised wiseacres and gross on week 
reported at around $14,500, highly 


satisfactory. 

“Hit the Deck” (Chestnut, 1st 
week). Musical try-out had splen- 
did opening Monday. In for at least 
three weeks. “Chestnut Village Fol- 


lies” claimed almost $17,000 last 
week. Fairly successful engage- 
ment. 

“Pickwick” (Walnut, 6th week). 


Dickens’ dramatization continues to 
flourish although off from original 
pace, Claimed to come back last 
week as result of announcement of 
last weeks. About $13,000. 

“The Riddle Woman” (Adelphi, 
one week only). Bertha Kalich pre- 
sented “Magda” last week to fair 
houses saved from utter ruin by up- 
stairs trade. Suderman play was 
given here last spring, which made 
return seem unwise. “Riddle Wom- 
an” should do a little better this 
week. 

(Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Inc.) 


“PYGMALION” BIG 


Minneapolis, March 29. 

The Shubert (Bainbridge dra- 
matic stock), inaugurating its sea- 
son of visiting stars, with Edith 
Taliaferro, in Shaw's “Pygmalion,” 
played to capacity at every per- 
formance after the Sunday opening. 

With the scale set at $1.25 for 
the entire lower floor and 9$9c. for 
most of the balcony, the gross went 
close to $8,000. The previous week— 
Marie Gale’s farewell in “Rain”’— 
the same theatre hit nearly $10,000, 
aided by two special performances. 

The fortnight run of the Fox pic- 
ture, “What Price Glory,” at the 
Metropolitan, was a flop through no 
fault of the picture itself or its ex- 
ploitation. The answer is that the 
spoken drama’s four capacity weeks 
here last season and this year—one 
by the New York company and 
three in stock—got all the cream 
and killed the picture’s chances, 
|Chrystal Herne opened Monday 
inight in “Craig’s Wife,” with indi- 
cations pointing to a _ profitable 
week, 

“The Nervous Wreck,” with mu- 
| steal trimmings, got around $5,000 
|for the McCall-Pridge Players (mu- 
isical comedy tab) at the Palace, 
|The Gayety (Mutual), with “Dim- 
pled Darlings,” was around $3,000— 
ivery bad 


| Copyright, 1927, by Variety, Ine.) 
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Double Stocks in Syracuse 


Taking on Personal Angles 


Syracuse, N. Y., March 29. 
Leading man vs. leading woman. 
That, in effect, is what the Syra- 

cuse stock “war,” which gets un- 
der way next Monday with the open- 
ing performance of the Frank Wil- 
cox Company (Shubert) at the 

Wieting and the Temple Players 
(Keith-Albee) at the Temple, sim- 
mers down to. 

Wieting is banking on the local 
draw of Frank Wilcox to put over 
the troupe for a fourth season, 
while the Temple management is 
counting upon the popularity won 
last season by the Wilcdxian second 
ind leading woman, Kay Strozzi, to 
turn the trick. 

Miss Strozzi, dropped by the Wil- 
cox people in spite of two petitions 
widely signed calling for her re- 
turn, is now appearing in “The 
Crown Prince” in New York. She 
will leave that piece to open with 
the Temple company April 18 in 
“The Green Hat.” The piece was 
seen here as a road attraction this 
season. 

Newing & Wilcox say the number 
of signatures on the Strozzi | 
tions was less than the total at- 
tached to others asking for the re- 
turn of Winifred Anglin (Mrs. 
Newring). 

At any rate, the personal element 
projected into the stock scrap by 
the action of the Wieting im- 
presarios has served to stir this 
stock-mad town as nothing has in 
years, The Wilcox conipany as its 
leading woman will have Pauline 
MacLean, quitting “Menace” in New 
York. 

Wilcoxians open with “Is Zat So?” 
Templers* opening bill is a piece by 
Rida Johnson Young, billed here as 
nameless. 

The Temple's first disappointment 
was the loss of Betty Utmoré, in- 
genue. Replaced by Lucia Laska, 


Stock’s 100th Week 


Appell & Weinberg, who operate 
the Westchester theatre stock, Mt. 
Vernon, N. Y., are celebrating the 
100th week. 

This is considered an unusual 
stock record in the New York sec- 
tion as most all the stocks are only 
able to operate in cold weather. 
Pitou & Taylor, at the Windsor, 
New York (Bronx), have done well. 

They recently paid top money for 
“Rain” and were the first stock 
promoters in the Metropolitan area 
to get the piece. 











RECEIPT OR I. 0. U.? 


Frank Clark’s Widew Makes Claim 
Against Jack Osterman 








Chicago, March 29. 

An alleged I. O. U. signed by 
Jack Osterman and found among 
the papers of~ Frank Clark, the 
music publisher who committed 
suicide last year, was basis for a 
suit filed by Flo Jacobson, Clark's 
widow. 

Osterman is playing in “A Night 
In Paris” at the Apollo In an 
answer filed through Attorney 
Phillip R. Davis, he claims that he 
owes Clark no money, identifying 
the note as a receipt for a $600 ad- 
vanee payment on song material 








NO STOCK MOVEMENT 


Attempt to Organize Stock Men 
Fails—Didn’t Get Started 








ganize stock producers into a cen- 


tual welfare of that branch of show 
business has seemingly done a 
“brodie” before getting a fair start. 
Three months of campaigning 
among the steck men have con- 
vinced proposed organizers that 
but a few of the larger ones only 
are interested in organization. 
Smaller stock operators, needful 
of the benefits as prescribed by the 
organizers, refused to respond in 
any number. O. W. Woodward and 
a group of the larger operators 
may form some sort of a similar 
organization among themselves. 
The stock men’s organization fig- 
ured to regulate royalites on stock 
bills and other beneficia! measures. 


5th Ave. Playhouse Suit 


Because of the nature of the ac- 
tion, the Fifth Avenue Playhouse at 
66 Fifth avenue will have its $250,- 
000 damage suit against its landlord 
given a preferred trial March 28. 
The Barbara Hope Theatres, Inc., 
the holding corporation of the Fifth 
Ave. Playhouse, and of which 
Michael Mindlin its president, is 
proceeding against S. Kaplan & Co., 
Inc.. the landlord. 

The grievance is an alleged vio- 
lation of the lease through refusal 
to permit the installation of an 
organ chamber for the $7,500 Kim- 
ball organ; an interference with the 
private box office, and other minor 
objections. : 

Mindlin’s company has the thea- 
tre under lease for 10 years and 
four months, expiring Sept. 30, 1936. 
It is alleged that this interference 
with the theatre may damage them 
$250,000. 


Arbitration Called Off 


After three hours of argumen: in 
the arbitration of a contract dis- 
pute between the Shuberts and 
Norma Terris, both sides decided to 
withdraw claims and agreed to e2lIl 
things squared. 

It appears J. J. Shubert contend- 
ed Miss Terris was engaged in “A 
Night in Paris” under a letter form 
of agreement and that it was the 
same as the Equity run of the play 
contracts. 

He finally declared if Miss Terris 
did not want to work for him he 
was satisfied. She walked out of 
the revue while it was playing Phil- 
adelphia some weeks ago and Shu- 
bert claimed damages for each week 
the show ran thereafter. 

William Morris, William D. Wein- 
berger and Dr. Jerome Wagner 
comprised the board of arbitration. 











Le Gallienne’s Tour 


Eva Le Gallienne and her Civic 
Repertory will make a five weeks’ 
tour at the conclusion of the sea- 
son at the Civic Repertory The- 
atre, New York, opening in Wash- 
ington, May 9%. Aside from the 


The most recent attempt to or-| 


tral organization working for mu- | 





FUTURE PLAYS 


“The Conflict,” by Vincent Law- 
rence, has been accepted for pro- 
duction by Sam H. Harris. The 
| piece will have a late spring tryout. 


“Rah, Rah, Ruthie,” musical by 
Laurence Schwab, Bud De Sylva and 
Ray Henderson, is next on the pro- 
duction list of Schwab & Mandel. 
The piece will be cast next month 
and is destined for a summer run 
in New York. 


“Sea Song,” new operetta with 
book and lyrics by J. Fred Coots 
and Philip Armstrong, music by 
Loretta Higgina, has been acquired 
for production by the Shuberts. 
Present plan is to do the piece next 
summer. 

Martin Beck is to start production 
on “The Showman” shortly, slated 
for the Beck theatre in September. 

“Barking Dogs,” comedy by Sam- 
uel Orange, is in process of casting 
and due to open “cold” at a New 
York house April 5. Orange figures 
as producer also. George Damroth 
will stage the play. 

“Glamour” is being recast for an- 
other try by Albert Lewis. The 
piece was previously tried out some 
months ago and closed for revision 
and cast changes. 


“Interlude,” by Saxon Kling, is to 
be done by Chamberlain Brown, 
casting agent, who has again de- 
veloped a producing fever. 

Brown took a flier last season 
with “Kept,” which had a brief run. 

“March On,” comedy by Howard 
Irving Young, is next on production 
list of L. Lawrence Weber and will 
be placed in rehearsal next month. 
“Wall Street,” by James Rosen- 
berg, New York attorney, will be 
launched next month by The Stag- 
ers. 

“The Strong Woman,” by ~~ *s 

Gleason, is nearing completion. - 
cille Webster (Mrs. Gleason) will 
be starred’ by Boothe, Gleason & 
Truex. 
“In Your Arms” is to be the first 
production by William Pelloff and 
Lee Wainwright, who have formed 
a legit producing partnership. The 
piece is a new musical. It has book 
by Vivian Cosby and Harry Wag- 
sfaffe Gribble, with lyrics by George 
Stoddard and music by Jay Gour- 
ney. 

Bernard Granville and Dorothy 
Dilley have been signed for the 
eads. 

“The Field God” will get under 
way at a New York house, unan- 
nounced as yet, April 4, with Paul 
Wolfe figuring as producer. 

Cast includes Edwin Wolfe, Ruth 
Mason, Adelaide Fitz-Allen, Ben 
Smith, Arthur Allen, Clara Throop, 
Lillie Brayton, Claudius Mintz, 
James Morton and Thomas Carna- 
han. 
“Salt,” by Tadema Bussiere, has 
been secured for production by 
Gustav Blum in May. It is a drama 
of the tropics. 

“The Big Pond,” by George Mid- 
dieton and A. KE. Thomas, will reach 
production next month via Edwin 
H. Knopf, newcomer to the pro- 
ducing ranks. 

“Blood Money,” by H. H. Van 
Loan, is being dramatized by 
George Middleton for production 
next season by Mrs. Henry B. 


Harris. 
by James 








“The Puppet Man,” 
Spottswood, will reach production 
next season with the author figur- 
iag also as producer-star. 

“Maid Errant,” by Robert Mou- 
som, has been secured for produc- 





opening point the tour will include 
Baltimore, Philadelphia (2 weeks) 
and Boston. The company will 
play one week in the cities other 
than Philly, offering three of the 





he sold to the publisher. 
Trial has been set for April 19. 


Co-Authors of “Love” 


Basil Rathbone, late of “The 
Captive,” will be featured with Ann 
Davis in “Love is Like That,” a play 
by S. N. Behrman and Kenyon 
Nicholson. Jones & Green will 
produce it shortly. 

Behrman’s other play, “The Sec- 
ond Man,” is now being rehearsed 





current season’s plays, “The Cra- 
dle Song,” “La Lacondiera” and 
“Three Sisters.” 

Upon completion of the road tour 
the company will disband until 
next September, when it will re- 
sume at the Repertory, New York. 


Mask and Wig at Met 


May 7 is the date for the Mask 
and Wig Club’s (University of 
Pennsylvania) annual New York 








by the Theatre Guild for early 
spring presentation. Nicholson, co- 
author in the new piece, crashed 
onto Broadway this season with 
“The Barker.” 

Behrman was formerly press 
agent for “Broadway.” Nicholson is 
assistant to Hatcher Hughes in the 
dramatic classes at Columbia 
University. 


Bruce Smith’s Graduate 


A graduate from the Bruce 
Smith agency has succeeded Jimmy 
Ashley in Max Hart's office. He 
is Arthur Seeling, starting in the 
show business in Smith’s agency 
where he was for four years before 
Hart selected him. Smith advised 
the youth to accept the Hart offer. 

Smith’s agency at present in the 





performance at the Metropolitan. 
Mask and Wig is among the best 
known of college dramatic organiza- 
tions. 

This 39th annual production is ti- 
tled “Hoot Mon” and will show mat- 
inee and night at the Met. After- 
noon prices run from $3.30 to $1.10 
while the evening tax has a $4.40 
top. 

Albert G. Miller, an undergrad- 
uate, is credited with the book based 
upon a scenario by Paul B, Harten- 
stein, '23. 

Morosco Testing Two 

Oliver Moroseco leaves for Los 
Angeles this week by water route 
to arrange for the production there 
of two plays, “Mary’s Lamb” and 
“The Hell Cat.” . 

Moroseo, reported financed by 
Los Angeles capital, will try both 











Knickerbocker theatre building will 


shortly move to the Mayfield build- | 


ing on West 44th street. 


pieces out on the coast and repro- 


duce them for New York next 
season, 


tion next season by Charles Hop- 
kins. 

“Hammers and Anvils,” comedy 

drama, by Arthur Maude and St. 
Clair Bayfield, for production next. 
season by Baylis Productions, Inc., 
new firm under the general man- 
agement of Phil York. 
“Father Walks Out,” sponsored by 
Mary Forrest, bows in at Hartford, 
Conn., April 18, with New York to 
follow. The plece went into re- 
hearsal last week under direction of 
Sidney Toler. 

Cast includes George Allison, 
Harder Daube, Allyn Joselyn, Jane 
Altemus, James H. Dunn, Walton 
Butterfield, Rita Coakley, Viva Tat- 
tersald and Mary McDermoit. 

“The Public Vs. Mary Dugan,” 
crook melodrama by Bayard Velil- 
ler, has been secured by A. H. 
Woods. Production will not be 
made until next season, 

“For Two Cents,” newspaper 
comedy by Walter S. Brookes, will 
reach production via A, L. Jones 
and Morris Green. The piece will 
be tried out this summer. 


Cast Changes 


When Margalo Gilmore and Earl 
Larimore withdraw from “The Sil- 
venCord” to‘appear in “The Second 
Man,” another Theatre Guild pro- 
duction, they will be succeeded in 


the former by Helen Chandler and 
Gavin Muir. 








Frank Allenworth has supplanted 
Hugh O'Connell in “Fog” at the Na- 
tional, New York. 








“Spain” at Garden 





Shuberts’ “Night tn Spain” will 
| follow the current “Gay Paree” inte 
the Winter Garden, 





INSIDE STUFF 


ON LEGIT 
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The general out-of-town opinion on the Theatre Guild's proposed 
repertoire touring company next season is that the proposition is un- 
feas}ie owing to the top-heavy guarantee demanded. Quota- 
tions submitted by the New York concert managers’ agency handling 
the matter came as a surprise to many concert managers. Local man- 
agers are asked to pay all the newspaper advertising and promotion, 
extra stage hands and provide the theatre and attaches. 
antee that hurts. Impresarios out of town don’t want to guarantee a 
new venture. One manager has spoken about this, and another has 
written Variety on the subject. 

Concert managers in centers suffering from lack of road attractions 
are interested in presenting the Guild performances to their patrons. 
But the demands of the booking agency, in most cases, they say are 
prohibitive. 

At $1,750 guarantee for the attraction demands a $3,000 gross under 
ordinary theatrical sharing terms. Few of the theatres available wil! 
gross the amount required, even figuring on a sell-out. A gross suf- 
ficient to cover might be possible in many large auditoriums, but the 
public will not buy for a dramatic show in a large auditorium. 

One concert manager puts himself on record for a protest against the 
custom of New York agencies trying to sell two or three guaranteed 
dates in the week at a high figure and playing percentages without 
guarantee in other nearby cities where a guarantee is not procurable. 
“This system his roused the fre of all concert managers,” he says, “and 
we're tired of holding the bag on various musical combinations. 

The booking agencies figure they can secure guarantees for three or 
four towns a week, suflicient to cover the expense list. Then, in order 
to fill the time, they Wook regular houses. 

In the Guild matter it is reported the Mayer agency has guaranteed 
the Theatre Guild for the rep company’s tour, with the Guild relieved of 
all details, including liability. To meet its guarantee with the Guild 
the concert management is attempting to protect itself by asking high 
guarantees from impresarios, to get out from under and to get itself a 
profit, 

The meatiest thing said about concert guarantees was reported a few 
weeks ago in Variety, when an impresario, receiving a letter from the 
agency for a Guild guarantee, replied: 

“We will sweat with but not for you.” 

That plainly said the impresario would play on shares with the agency 
or not at all, unless given a satisfaction guarantee figure. 


It’s the guar- 





Terms for “Sex” while playing at the 63d Street, New York, were re- 
ported in last week's Varicty as 65/35.. It was an error. Terms were 60/40 
with the show getting the large end of course. Abnormal percentage 
for a house holding the strong office card “Sex” developed into, but the 
terms were continued through a superstition held by Jim Timoney, 
who arranged them with Cort. ; 

Timoney had been offered a Broadway house further downtown at 
much better terms but he was afraid to interfere with the run through 
changing houses, also for the same reason as expressed in fear of de- 
manding better terms’ from Cort im case the latter should not alloyp them 
which might force him to move to maintain his pride. 

It is said that Timoney and Mae West between them netted an average 


of $3,000 weekly on the 10 months’ run. Miss West regularly went to the 
bank with her share; 





“The Vagabond King” is playing at the Salt Lake theatre, Salt Lake, 
the entire week, with top price, $3.85. 4 

An interesting sidelight on this production is told. Many years ago 
when Cecelia “Cissie’ Loftus was acting with E. H. Sothern in a 
Shakespearean production, it so happened that her estranged husband, 
Justin Huntley McCarthy, was watching the first night performance. 
The manager asked “Cissie’ who by the way, appeared at the local 
Pantages a week or so ago, if her husband’s presence would be detri- 
mental to her acting. She replied, “Why, we had luncheon together 
today, and he is writing a play for me.” 

A reconciliation took place and from this sprang the play, “If I were 
King,” which has become famous now as “The Vagabond King.” 





Tt appears that tent aad rep players make as good, if not better, living 
than many legitimate actors. Though they earn considerably less, sal- 
aries go much farther in the matter of living expenses. The average 
tent actor gets about $40 weekly. As many are married couples, between 
them they collect from $80 to. $90 per week. Living in the sticks doesn’t 
cost much, and it is no trick for such couples to put aside $60 each 
playing week. 

The answer is that most people in the tents and reps run their own 
autos. 

The average successful tent show is said to turn a profit of $10,000 
during a season of 22 weeks. Some managers have several attractions; 
and one is known to have netted $27,000 in a single season. 





When Chicago company of “The Night Hawk” opened at the Black- 
stome recently, the management sent out 1,000,000 circular letters with 
cut rate slips enclosed. That wag similar to the two for one cam- 
paign employed with the revival now current in New York at the 
Frolic. Letters were sent out on A. L, Erlanger stationery and the 
latter office. is reported much annoyed over the stunt, making inquiries 
as to how the letter heads were secured. 

The Frolic is am Erlanger house and it is presumed “The Nicht 
Hawk” people had a cut made from a letter from the Erlanger office 
and had the stationery printed. 





Following the premiere of “The Cardboard Lover,” ome of the re- 
viewers wrote a rave notice in which he said, “not in 15 years of play- 
going have I seen such enthusiastic applause as that for Miss Eagels at 
the second act curtain. Hard boiled critics stood up and cheered.” 

The reviewer fell into the error of saying that the applause was for 
Miss Eagels, for the opening audience emphatically slowed down when 
she came on the stage, but went crazy when Leslie Howard, the un- 
featured leading man, came on with her for a bow. 





The price quoted for the sereen of a play now being tried out in L«g 
Angeles, which ia destined for New York, is based on the length of the 
run of the play. Should the play run four weeks it is figured the screen 
rights are worth $10,000; if it rums up to ten weeks $15,000 is asked. If 
it runs between ten and twenty weeks $20,000 is the figure, and if it 
runs over twenty weeks $25,000 is wanted. a 





Hans Bartsch, foreign play broker, is in Germany and will probably 
remain there for some time. He is touring “No, No, Nanette,” playing 
the principal German citiea. Irene Palasty, the Hungarian soubret, who 
Diayed the leading role when the show played in Berlin last season, is 


starred. The tour will take in Vienna, where “Nanette” will open at the 
Stadt theatre May 1. 





A new “gyp” angle on both amateur and “unknown” playwrights ts 
now known as the “false studio” racket. Some of the writers, with their 
plays! awaiting recognition in some way, endeavored to find a studio 
where the new play could be sent and gone over carefully with a view 
of it being marked fit for production. Studios were obtained througi 





«Continued on page 52) 
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LeMAIRE’S AFFAIRS jthan Soph is playing in for four | Picturesque on stairs the width of 
teen SAitatehe aati die age eg | weeks at the Winter Gards n. jon stage plus a massed tam- 
, (@reen wood and Ted Soaks oan ‘eaturing | : . - are those who claim thar bourine drill thundering over the 
| Lester Allen. Book and lyrics by Ballard | Miss Tucker was a better straight } climax. Not new, but well executed. 
ae a; ekits by And Ri e and Jack | tor Lester Allen than the « longated | It's easy enough to understand 
LUCKY position for the ultra type of | — x Ay Ra : blonde girl, be cause the latter has to! why Chicaco gave this revue tre- 
Whiteman’s symphonic syncopation, | credited to Martin Broones +e ust have her share of pune h lines, too. | mendous money for a._time. Why it 
Charlies Dillingham production of musical| there is no question but that/| ,©#5t Includes William Halligan, Bobbie But whether that’s so or not thej| suddenly dropped off out there is 
comedy by Otto Harbach, Bert : Kalmar, Whiteman is the biggest individual ae Hascail, Lestor Dorr, Roy Crop- | \ urrent running order isn’t going to for someone who understands Chi's 
eaaey eee Tr Gemene ty Darts Beonette click of the evening. His concert | Peegy y ig Fy 4 -~~ eonlice Sees Allen. Alle n is as much of an} theatric complex to explain. And 

Resch batflet by Albertina Rasch. Mary | alone makes the show very worth Sally Starr and Mary Lewis. At the Majes- aaeet here as he is important, and / that person hasn't been found yet. 
Eaton and Paul Whiteman co-starred. | while. tic, opening March 28. | he’s both. Cc vetent principals througl t 
Opened March 22 at the New Amsterdam, Ted Lewis is not so much the ompe nt principals throughou 


New York; in two acts and nine scenes. 
Principals include Miss Eaton, Mr. 
Whiteman and his orchestra, Walter Cat- 


lett, Richard (Skeet) Gallagher, Joseph 
santiey, Ivy Sawyer, Keller Sisters and 
lynch, Ruby Keller, Kumara Singha, 
Henry Mowbray, Bert Gould, artin 
Berkeley, Paul Everton, Kathryn Hamill, 
Joan Clement, Jeanne Fonda, Al Ochs, 
Princess White Deer, High Francie 
Murphy, Charles Gibney, Fred Wilson, 
Stanley McClelland, Hal Clovus, Emile 
Cote, Fred Lenox, George Ferguson, Al 
Wyart, Charles Eaton, Richard Farrel, 


Charlies Mitchell. 

Albertina Rasch Girls: 
Martha Wilbert, Eda Vittollo, Julia 
Barashkova, Leonore Shearer, Eluy? 
Gomez, Betty Keen, Dorothy Belle, Dulce 
Bentley, Nita Rosso, Leonore Balir, Regina 
Tuahinske, Aili Halmemaa, Emily Siater, 
Katherine Lambly, Maxine Demmier. 

Show Girls: Kathleen Krosby, Olga 
Marye, Patricia Preston, Dorothy Phillips, 
Lillian Morehouse, Trude Marr, Kathryn 
Hamill, Pauline Hall. 

Dancers: Rosemary Farmer, Mary 
Brady, Virginia Clark, Peggy Cunningham, 
Alma Drange, Ethel Forrest, Lily Kimari, 
Myrtle Tane, Edna Locke, Josephine 
Mostler, Cherie Pelham, Nickie Pitell, 
Anna Rex, Phyllis Reynolds, Louise Starck, 
Peaches Tortoni, Teddy Ward, Dorothy 
Wyatt, Pearl Bradley, Eleanor Elden, 
Elizabeth Ryder, Betty Block. 

Elida Webb Girls: Elida Webb, Billie 
Cain, Rose Caillard, Hyacinth Curtis, 
Bessie Allison, Vivian Harris. 

Chorus Men: Max Hugo, Alfred Arnold, 
Walter Arnold, Charlies Bannister, Dick 
Bennett, Albert Birk, Charlies Conkling, 
Jack de Lys, Milton Halpern, Jack Hugties, 
Ray Justus, Don Lee, Bob Maxwell, Bob 
Morris, Don Oltarsh, Hugh Sorenson, Jack 
Talbot, Ayres Tavitt, Archibald Thompson, 
George Vigouroux, Bill O'Donnell; Alfred 
Hall. 


Marian Dickson, 





“Lucky” is not another “Sunny” 
or “Sally,” but is of the same genera 
of musical comedy and is generally 
pleasing. It marks the initial star- 
ring debut of Marilynn Miller’s for- 
mer understudy, Mary Eaton, sus- 
tained satisfactorily enough, but it 
remained for Paul Whiteman and 
his orchestra, co-featured with Miss 
Faton, to cinch the favorable im- 
pression. 

“Lucky” is probably the highest 
priced musical. comedy ever 
mounted. Although Miss Eaton's 
$2,500 does not approach Marilynn 
Miller’s fermer 10 per cent. of the 
“Sunny” gross (averaging between 
$4,000 and $4,500 weekly), there is 
a terrific ‘overhead through the 
medium of Paul Whiteman and his 
$8,100, Waiter Catlett, Santley and 
Sawyer, and the flock of ether prin- 
cipals, in addition to the 16 Al- 
bertina Rasch Girls, eight show 
girls, chorus of 22, six Elida Webb 
Girls and male chorus of 22, In total 
a personnel of 64 boys and girls. 
It represents a huge payroll item, 
estimated for salary costs alone be- 
tween $19,000 and $20,000; this, ex- 
clusive of Jerome Kerne’s usual 3 
per cent. of the gross for his com- 
positions and the Harbach-Kalmar- 
Ruby authorship royalties, besides 
the show’s staff, extra musicians, 
etc. 

“Lucky” has to do plenty trade 
for Dillingham to make money. 
Capable of grossing over $50,000 
weekly at the $6 week-day scale, 
it’s a question if the public will ac- 
cept this high scale. From indica- 
tions, despite all skepticism, 
“Lucky” looks fortunately situated 


at the New Amsterdam well into 
the summer. 
It's a good -show, clean, classy, . 


colorful. Sumptuously mounted and 
prodigiously produced, it is an eye- 
feast scenically and sartorially. 

“Lucky” is fashioned a la 
“Sunny,” the former ~Dillingham 
smash. With Ziggy annexing Mari- 
lynn Miller back into the Zieg- 
feldian fold, Dillingham set out to 
elevate Miss Eaton as a full-fledged 
star. She reminds naturally of 
Miss Miller, and while lacking 
. Something on the vocal end, she is 
a satisfactory lead, everything else 
considered. 

The Cingalese motif occupies the 
entire first act. Miss Eaton is a 
pearl] diver in a Ceylon pearl village, 
where she is the center of attrac- 
tion with the American visitors. 
The action is shifted to New York, 
with the male lead’s suggestion 
that Miss Eaton be given an op- 
portunity by Paul Whiteman at his 
club as a dancer. (What a plug for 
Paul!) 

A touch of the melodramatic is 
injected throughout, with the pearl 
treasure hunt winding up in the 
discovery the heroine is not the 


daughter of the crooked pearl 
smuggler, It is in these scenes, 
with the Orientalized Occidentals 


and their Cingalese henchmen that 





Catlett scintillates as the timorous | 


antagonist of the brown-skinned 
Orientals. 

The big smash in the second act 
is Whiteman, and, regardless of 
Whiteman’s ultra syncopation, it is a 
far better second half than the first 
act. The dramatic action is excel- 
lently built up, and where the in- 
itial stanza relied too much on im- 
pressive scenic gorgeousness 
general effect, there is more genu- 
ine entertainment and comedy in 
the first two scenes of the last act. 
Then, of course, the 
smash cinches everything. 


Discounting a favorable predis-for a long spell. 


te 


Coming on at close to 11—about 
five minutes of—he held them un- 
til 20 after, and that js no small 
assignment, considering the hour. 
The tardiness of the getaway is 
probably the only criticism of the | 
entertainment. It should be speed- | 
ed up for an earlier curtain, and | 
there is room for elision in that first 
half. 


Whiteman was impressively set 
in a maize and blue setting, open- 
ing with “When Day Is Done,” fol- 
lowed by an unabridged version of 
“Rhapsody in Blue.” Wilbur Hall 
was but mild with his fiddling, and 
might concentrate only on the bi- 
cycle pump “music.” The colored 
midget, “Snowball,” clicked heavily 
with his banjo and hoofing contri- 
butions, and Whiteman showed 
how “Sunday,” “Sam, the Old Ac- 
cordion Man,” and “In a Little 
Spanish Town” should be glorified 
musically, 


} 
} 


Whiteman’s score at the Amster- 
dam determines beyond a doubt 
that Whiteman belongs primarily 
on the stage. It is only in the con- 
fines of a theatre or concert hall 
auditorium, with an attentive au- 
dience, not confused by booze or 
babble, that the charm of White- 
man’s high-grade syncopation is 
best appreciated. His 28 men are 
the last word in ultra syncopation., 

The first act is a splendiferous 
riot of color and pageantry, such 
as only Oriental motifs can afford. 
The costume designs, prolifically 
credited to a host of tailleurs and 
costumers, are consistently compli- 
mentary to their designers and 
originators. Most of them defy de- 
scription on their component parts. 

The second att, back in America, 
fs simpler, but equally artistic and 
fetching. 


The creative contributions are 
high-grade. Jerome Kern's score is 
characteristically even and smooth, 
with a number of equally favorable 
song possibilities. While there is 
no “Who” or “Sunny” in “Lucky,” 
the uniqueness of every Kern score 
is the perennial charm of all his 
handiwork. As a result his is serv- 
iceable music, -charming, original 
and never tiring. The. overtime on 
running length does not permit for 
any “plug” possibilities, excepting 
for a brief reprise of “That Little 
Something,” which looks like the 
outstanding possibility. It-is dueted 
by Miss Eaton and Joseph Santley. 

“Dancing the Devil Away” is the 
“hot” novelty dance tune and the 
one that will be most often heard 
on the dance fleors about town. 
“When the Bo Tree Blossoms” is 
a typical touch of Kern composi- 
tion, and “Same Old Moon,” “With- 
out Thinking of You” and “Lucky” 
all have possibilities, dependent on 
exploitation. 


Unlike’ the 


‘ 


sensational “Who” 
from “Sunny,’' Harms, the music 
publishers, and Kern should ‘not 
endeavor to restrict the promiscu- 
ous playing of the “Lucky” music. 
“Who” was such an infectious tune 
that Kern rightfully figured that 
the over-plugging thereof (as with 
“I Love You,” from “Little Jesse 
James”) might kill its commercial 
possibilities, although proving a 
great plug for the show. “Lucky,” 
contrarily, handicapped by an em- 


barrassment of riches in numbers 
and talent, can well afford the 
“outside” plugs via the dance 
floors. 

The cast is a wow. Catlett and 
Skeets Gallagher, on the comedy 
end, with both handling the quips 


and, strangely enough, not nullify- 
ing one another's chances, sustain 
that part of it. Their ophbortunities 
in the first act are limited but they 
will find themseives in short order 
before the show is very much older. 
Santley and Ivy Sawyer and Ruby 
Keeler are prominent in the plot 
proceedings, the latter, a night club 
graduate and just out of “Bye, Bye, 
Bonnie,” suggesting marked possi- 
bilities as a musical comedy lead 
of no small order. Miss Keeler al- 
ways has been a remarkable tap 
dancer, and her youthful person- 
ality in combination reacts well, 
She is not bad on voice either. 
Santley is an excellent juvenile. 
Buried away among the numbers 
and specialties are Keller Sisters 
and Lynch, who, having- no “parts,” 
merit regular program listing re- 
gardless, if only as the usual “En- 
tertainers.” Instead, one wonders 
who this effective harmony trio are 
until checking up via the number 
sequence. Beautifully set off in 
this de luxe production, the mixed 
trio’s harmonics were highly im- 


j}denly nose-dive 





pressive. They seemed familiar to 
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for | tainment, the 
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Whiteman | Dillingham and 


some in the audience, according to | 
the recognition. That is probably | 
traceable to their radio or night | 
elub rep. | 
“Lucky” is a whale of an enter- 

1 amphibian simile be- | 

ing well chosen, considering the | 
artistic and production avoirdupois 
of the show. It’s a lucky entry for 
is bound to com- | 
pox office attention | 


+5 althy 
mand healthy Abel } 





This is the revue Rufus LeMaire 
took into Chicago where he watched 
the box office soar to around $33,000 
the week for five or six weeks, sud- 
and then dwindle 
until the experienced $30,000 grosses | 
seemed like a lingering memory of | 
childhood. Playing as it did in the | 
Chanin boys’ new Majestic Monday | 


night, it’s doubtful if Rufe is going |} 


to see those $30,000 


weeks again. | 


Yet, at the same time, it’s a pretty | 


safe bet that “Affairs” isn’t going to | 
tailspin into oblivion as suddenly as 
during its Chicago flight. 
looks like good summer entertain- 
ment for Broadway and for the an- 
nual influx of buyers. There's 
enough entertainment at this newest 
of legit houses to make it a stop off 
point for the public during the hot 
weather. 

If there’s nothing brilliant sand- 
wiched into these three hours the 
show stands that off with its speed 
and the virtue that tediousness has 
been restricted to back stage. The 
audiences won't feel it. At least the 
premiere turn-out didn’t despite the 
usual length of the first perform- 
ance which will undoubtedly receive 
attention from the revue’s medical 
staff. The initial assemblage was 
certainly enthusiastic. Maybe more 
so than the show deserved. But de- 
spite that, the inherent value 
couldn't be smothered. 

Professionally much interest cen- 
tered on Charlotte Greenwood re- 
placing Sophie Tucker in the cast. 
The pre-New York Tucker turmoil 
must have its pros and cons, of 
course, but there’s no denying the 
worth of Miss Greenwood’s per- 
formance in this musical and the 
way she was received over and 
above the aforementioned friendli- 
ness. 


The show | 


cJown any more as the entertainer. 
The trio of leading personalities are | 
on and off all night, at no time com- 


’ 
pletely failing to score. Lewis gets} 
plenty out of qa hop joint number | 
backed by an appropriate set and | 


turns on his band for a specialty at 
11.03 for 12 minutes and a cleanup. 
His music is as individual as ever, 
being easily identified, even among | 
10 records with the name labels 
masked. Lewis is giving full sway | 
to his cornetist and trombonist, each 
of whom can sunburn anyone get- | 
ting close enough. Meanwhile, Lewis 
is in front singing or strutting. Any 
audience can understand Lewis 
whether they’re paying $5.50 or 60 
cents. That may be the basis of his 
appeal as a performer. He may be 
hard to get used to, but with those 
who are familiar with his work he’s 
a surety. 

In production the show looks 
enough money so that it doesn’t 
have to blush in the face of the 
Ziegfeld and Dillingham extrava- 
ganza opposition. Practically en- 
tirely recostumed for the Manhat- 
tan debut this LeMaire outfit is 
sightly enough. Many of the sets 
run to scrims, the main sight 
punches thereby getting a belated 
Start on the audience after the mel- 
ody has been introduced by one 
of the secondaty principals. There 
are a couple of parade interludes by 
the twelve show girls to ex- 
hibit elaborate costumes. All com- 
edy scenes are blackouts with small 
prop material supplying the easily 
handled atmosphere for most of 
them. 

A count itemized 74 people on the 
stage for the minstrel first act 
finale of which Broadway heard 


i} combined appearance 


| Parody 


with the feminine contingent excel- 


j lently dressed and above average on 


Bobbie Arnst, 
Lewis when he was at his 
Club here, gets a great 
chance and makes the most of it. 

Lina Basquette rang up a small 
triumph for herself in returning to 
the stage after about a two years’ 
absence. Splendid on her toes, this 
girl twice won hearty acclaim, the 
second time with a series ef var- 
iated turns not on her toes. Beth 
Beri, a standard “dancing” name on 
Broadway, never dances. No ex- 
planation for this, as here is a miss 
who can step and is on the stage 
but figuratively never moves. John 
Price Jones and Roy Cropper send 
the melodies home through their 
vocalizing and Bill Halligan neatly 
foils Allen. 


Around 48 girls In the troupe, iIn- 
cluding the Albertina Rasch detach- 
ment, the “medium” and the heavy 
costume bearers. No chorus men. 
A couple of new songs are said to 
have been inserted, although the 
musie is short of pointing itself as 
a dance band plug outside of a mel- 
ody to a number titled “Morning 
Glories.” 

Miss Greenwood specializes in the 
first act, upon her entrance, with 
a couple of songs that may have 
been somewhat overlong, but which 
she made register in face of her 
nervousness. Her best comedy 
scenes are a hoke satire on a pic- 
ture studio (paced by Allen and 
Halligan) and a travesty on “Gen- 
tlemen Prefer Blondes” with Bob- 
bie Arnst opposite. Miss Green- 
wood and Allen each have a short 
biackout to themselves, surefire on 
both ends, the former’s being the 
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much when the show was west. 


And this~is a better show And it’s a corking midway blowoff. 








A Special Department 

as been created at 
our 450 Fifth Avenue 
shop for the fitting 
of AAA widths in 
sizes 4% to 9 and the 
larger sizes of 8, 8% 
eo 9 in other widths. 








rougher of the two. A kidding 
Jimmy Walker finale apparently 
a 4 








Tiny feet have always been ad- 
mired--but not always have they 
been lucky enough to find their 
size in the slippers they desired! 


into their own. 
created a special 
partment, where 





materials as any 


I. MILLER 
Showfolk’s Shoeshop 


And_now, at the Showfolk’s 


Shoeshop, small feet have come 


I. Miller has 
Small Size De- 


feet that wear 


the petite sizes of 1, 1’ and 2 may 
choose from as many charming 
styles and as many beautiful 


average foot. 
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BROADWAY at 46th STREET 


OPEN UNTIL 


. We 


M. 


When in Los Angeles, visit the shop of I. Miller at 525 West Seventh Street 
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has been framed, especially for New 
York, and should serve its pur- 
pose. 

This newest Chanin indoor sta- 
dium is ideal for musicals. Steeply 
inclined, but not so much as their 
46th Street, any seat on the lower 
floor looks good as a witnessing 
point, while the stage is low so that 
there is no need to crane to see a 
dancer’s feet. Another step in the 
advancement of modern theatre 
architecture. 

“Affairs” is unsensational, but 
substantial. The “street” will take 
a peek and likely dub it “a typical 
Chicago show.” New York and its 
visitors in general, will probably at- 
tend and like it regardless, Sid. 


——$____— 


“G, V. F.” CLOSING 


The “Greenwich Village Follies” 
will close its season at Newark, 
N. J., next week, having been out 
about 27 weeks. No “Village Fol- 
lies” was produced this season and 
there is. doubt whether the revue 
will be given a new edition next 
summer. 

A report of another manager 
buying the title was denied. 


MARINERS 


Actors’ Theatre Gulld (Guthrie McClintic) 

presents Pauline Lord in a new three-act 
tragedy by Clemence Dane, staged by Mr. 
McClintic; at the Plymouth theatre, March 
28, 1927. 


Rev. Benj, Cobb..... eeecee Arthur Wontner 
Ann Shepperley.....++ ecoses Haidee Wright 
Mra. Bewley...ccccsccsesccees Ethel! Griffies 
Mien PyMRc 0+ ondse sqecveqoess Beulah Bondi 
Joan Shepperley...seccesese- ..Mary Kennedy 
Violet Bewley...s.ccers+: Emily Hammond 
Lady Sara.......-+++...-Evelyn Walsh Hall 
George Shepperley....«+-- George Fitzgerald 
Sir James........++++.+----Gilbert Douglas 
Dr. Bell....-ccecsecses T. Wigney Percival 
Mald...ede« WYTTTITTITI ILL. Madeline Barr 


Gerry Despard Hugh Sinclair 
Leillly Cobb. ...-sccescoceeeeees Pauline Lord 
Flo Sanders. ..cseeecees 





An unnecessarily depressing and 
depressingly unnecessary work, this. 
As the spring zephyrs begin to purr 
and the gladsome spirit of lighter 
things pervades the mellowing air, it 
seems most malapropos. And it is 
not without merit, without art, 
without worth; it is only without 
use and without vocation. 

“Mariners” is an opus of Clem- 
ence Dane, who gave us its older 
sister in “A Bill of Divorcement,” 


a dramatic dud, and go is this one. 
Many tears were shed, much rant- 
ing and characterizing went by and 
over the boards, and nothing was 
accomplished except many burd- 
ened and tortured hours for many 
theatre-lovers. 

With an Ibsenesque technique and 
expression, Miss Dane is void of 
Ibsenesque philosophy. She writes 
the detached and vagrant stories of 





she a master, she might blend into 
such effort a suffusion to color our 


isolated and untypical people. Were 


| concept of others ourselves, maybe. 


But she is a writer, not an author, 
so she goes through the gestures of 
dramatic legerdemain, does her 
tricks, and leaves us with nothing. 

“Divorcement” at least had a 
touch of propaganda—obscure and 
alien, but it attempted motive. 
“Mariners” never suggests any such 
element. It tells a sheer, stark tale 
of a minister who loved and mar- 
ried a barmaid, who galled and 
abused him—vilified him, disgraced 
him, finally drove him to death, 
shattered in body, mind and soul. 
hereafter she goes forth and dies of 
exposure on his grave—because she 
loved him so! 





over which some of the esoteric re- 
viewers had ecstatic panegyrics—as 
they will, indeed, ever this. It was 
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6th Ave. 


ZIEGFELD THEATRESH, “st 


Mats. Thursday and Saturday 


RIO RUT 


GLORIFYING THE AMERICAN GIRL 
Tickets at Box Office 12 Weeks Ahead 
THE GREATEST SHOW EVER PRODUCED! 
Seats—$1, $1.50, $2, $2.50, $3, $3.50, 

$4 and $5 Thursday Matinees—$1 to $3. 





Last 2 Weeks — Funniest Musical Show ia Town 
JOE E. BROWN ONA MUNSON 


WINKLE | REeT 
WINKLE 
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New Amsterdam fia". Sit 


Erlanger, Dillingham & Ziegfeld, Mgr. Dirs. 
CHARLES DILLINGHAM presents 


Mary Eaton in ‘Lucky’ 


NEW MUSICAL COMEDY HIT 


PAUL WHITEMAN 


AND HIS GREAT ORCHESTRA 


GIRLS 
WANTED 


Evenings at 8:30. 
MATS. WED. & SAT. at 2:30. 





TH MONTH 


LITTLE 


THEATRE 
West 44th St. 








Dir. A. L. Erlanger 
Mats. Wed. & Sat. 
FRANCINE 
LARRIMORE ™ 
Satiricai Comedy by MAURINE WATKINS 


MUSIC BOX Tee: W.s5th St Bre. 8:35, 


Mats. Wed. & Sat, 2:35 


424 St. Evs. 8:30 


Thea., W. 
TIMES SQ. Mats. Thurs. &. Sat., 2:30 


A. H. WOODS presents 


CRIME 


& Melodrama of New York’s Underworld 


: with JAMES RENNIE 
CHESTER MORRIS and CAST OF 100 








PHILIP GOODMAN’S Masical Hit 
Greatest Laugh Show Ever Produced 
th Month — Seats 8 Weeks Ahead 


Clark & McCullough 


in the RAMBLERS 
with MARIE SAXON 


and REMARKABLE CAST 


LYRIC THEATRE, West 42nd Street 
Bvs. 8:30. Mats. Wed., Sat. Good Seats $1. 


GEORGE WHITE’S APOLLO ‘ji? 


POPULAR MATA. WED. & SAT., 2:20 


GEORGE WHITE’S 
ww SCANDALS == 


GOOD SEATS AT BOX OFFICE 
FOR ALL PERFORMANCES 


VANDERBILT 202. W. 8th St. _ Eve, 8:30 


Mats. and Sat.. 2:30 
NOW IN FOURTH CAPACITY MONTH 


HELEN FORD in the 


Utterly Different Musical Comedy 


EGGY-ANN 


With LULU McCONNELL 
B’y, 46th St. Dir. A. L. Erlan 
GAIETY Eve. 8:30, enn Wed., Sat. 2:30 
“BY ALL MEANS GO TO SEE 


9A DELIGHTFUL 
COMEDY” 
—Hammond 


Tierald Tribune 














GLOBE Thea., Bway at 46th St. Eves. 8:30. 
Mats. WED. and SAT., 2:30. 
LAST TWO WEEKS 


CHARLES DILLINGHAM presents 


FRED STONE 


in a New Musfcal Comedy 
“CRISS-CROSS” with DOROTHY STONE 


CORT THEA., West 48th St. Eves. 8:15 Sharp. 


Matinees Wed. and Sat., 2:15 


THE GREAT LONDON, BERLIN 
and NEW YORK SUCCESS 


The Constant Nymph 





A Play by Margaret Kennedy and Basil Dean 
B’y at 38 St. Eves. 8:30 


Knickerbocker {2.2 Wed., Sat, 2:30 


An Indisputable Success! 
ITH JOYOUS MONTH 
A. L. ERLANGER presents 


Eddie Dowling ™vsicai*" 
Honeymoon Lane 


JANE COWL 


“The Road to Rome” 
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It isn’t at all unhuman, Many 
such things be. Wilde told it bet- 
ter in one couplet when he said: 
“For each man kills the things he 
loves,” etc. 

But Wilde was.a poet, and he said 
“each” man. Miss Dane just says 
this one woman (same thing, man 
or woman) and only in the final five 
minutes tries to adorn her tale with 
a parable—‘‘Better to have your 
heart broken than shriveled,” as il- 
lustrated by a piffling incidental 
love-problem of an old maid and 
two young folks who bob in and out 
through the action, for no reason 
otherwise. 

As the half-mad, vain, tempestu- 
ous, flighty, explosive and entirely 
unstrung woman, Miss Lord gives, 
of course, a bas relief. She is the 
red-headed, low-born, mismated; 
middle-aged, disappointed and mul- 
ish creature in every fibre and every 
tremor. It is a weird, untheatrical 


role, unsympathetic, coarse and bru- 
tal, with only here and there a light- 


ed, lighter moment—and that wild 
and crazy, too—until she makes her 
last exit in a sobbing storm that is 
a masterpiece of play-acting. 

Off during the whole first act and 
the last scene of the last, she is a 
scarlet-and-blue streak through the 
middle. The rest is talk about what 


is to happen and what has happened, 


and how the spinster feels about it 
and what the two youngsters are 
going to do about it. It is no star- 
ring medium. Any star of lesser 
power than Miss Lord would be 
dragged at the wheels of this tire- 
less, rocky, rattling vehicle. 

The performance of Arthur Wont- 
ner, to this reviewer unknown, is 
an amazing and brilliant one as the 
minister. For pathos, restraint and 
sincere undertone it is fit to rank 
with the memorable. Mary Kennedy 
as the flapper is effective and con- 


vincing. Haidee Wright, who scored 


so ringingly in “What Never Dies,” 
has here a bit with one solid speech 
and leaves no profound impression. 
Mr. McClintic, not devoid of the 
commercial sense, nevertheless is 
not below doing things that are 
obviously non-commercial. This is 
very obviously one. Just what he 
saw in it to justify the sacrifice is 
not clear to this myopic reporter. 
He doubts, as well, whether it will 
penetrate the vision of other crude 
observers and selectors, who, un- 
fortunately, make up not only all of 
the proletariat, but most of the cog- 
noscenti. P 

The Actors’ Theatre has a limited 
subscription list, which should help 
keep “Mariners” going a few weeks. 
It will scarcely catch the popular 
fancy or intrigue the main body of 
the aesthetic yearners. Eight weeks 
or so would be a lucky run for this, 


fly some decades ago) are an im- 
pressive pair of lovers. The sin- 
cerity of Sydney’s personation car- 
ries one away. The fancy trappings 
of gilt-braided flunkeys and schem- 
ing chancellors and doughty equer- 
ries, all combine to set off the 
theme charmingly. 

The Crown Prince’s defiance of his 
understanding father is a bit the- 
atric. Henry Stephenson, made up 
to look like the former Emperor 
Franz Joseph of Austria, subjected 
his willful offspring to a cruel test 
that cost the Crown Prince his life. 
That bit cannot stand analysis, it 
being unlikely that a ruler with the 
welfare of his dynasty so obviously 
at heart, would risk the physical 
welfare of his next and last of kin, 
even to prove his point. 

The play ends tragically, accord- 
ingly, when the heir apparent to the 
throne, knowing that his paramour 
had poisoned his wine, refuses to 
murder a flunkey by having him 
prove the test, but drinks it him- 
self. The mistress, impressed by 
the prince’s complete sacrifice and 
realizing the great love he bore her, 
renounces allt promises of power 
which the emperor had held forth 
to her as a bait, and also’ partakes 
of the fatal potion. Thus the play 
ends with a double tragedy. 

It is a gripping, forceful play, well 
concéived and seemingly handi- 
capped by realistic detail. One of 
two plausible “happier” — endings 
suggest themselves, and, regardless 
of the genuine beauty and drama of 
the current Vajda-Akfns'’ version, 
the-great American public relishes 
its drama not so bitter. The au- 
thor’s and producer’s refusal to 
compromise is a tribute to their ar- 
tistic bent, but will not compensate 
them financially. . 

Miss Ellis, last singing the title 
role in “Rose-Marie,” is an intrigu- 
ing courtesan. In the -parlance, 
“she knows her onions,” and after 
a load of Mrs. Crown Prince, the 
Cc. P. can hardly be blamed for 
hearkening to the alluring Lorelei. 
Weber has mounted “The Crown 
Prince” royally as befits the theme, 
but at best it’s a class attraction 
for class trade. Its chances are 
accordingly limited. Abel. 


THE SPIDER 


Mystery play presented by Albert Lewis 
and Sam H. Harris at Chanin’s 46th Street 
theatre March 22; written by Fulton 
Oursler and Lowell Brentano; John Halliday 
featured; staged by Lewis; incidental music 
by Ray Perkins. 

The action of the play takes place during 
a performance at the Tivoli Vaudeville 


theatre, New York. 
ACT I. 
The Show 
A—Overture. ..cccccececeves Tivoli Orchestra 
B—News Reel... ...cscccscesses News Servite 
C—Mack and La Rue...... Skating Marvels 
D—Lytell. and Fant..........-- Cake-Baters 


E—Chatrand, the Great...Master Magician 

Assisted by Alexander, Boy with Radio 
Eyes, the Greatest Performance of Il- 
lusions and Mind Reading in the History 
of the Theatre. 


(See Tivoli Theatre Program) 


Characters 
The Manager........ss0s:- Wm. E. Morris 
The Man..... eevecerccece Donald Mackenzie 
TRO Gilbeccevee eeecceseress Bleanor Griffith 
The Sergeant. ..cccccecss John F. Morrissey 
The Doctor...... eocccces Arthur Stuart Hull 
Snes 0 Ud bedneb00 ORecccccccccecs John Burkelil 





Anton Ascher 
° - Priscilla Knowles 


Ds nv ansesevess PPTTTT TTT Ty Edw. Mann 
The Reporter........ eveee++++-Murray Alper 
The House Leader......-..- Walter Travers 
The Inspector......e+. +++-.-Thomas Findlay 
Officer Simpson.....see< evcsewe John Rogers 
Officer Burke...... eoseeesesHenry Phillippi 
Officer BRAGRS. 6s ccctccecesiscces John Kelly 
Officer Casey......- eccebeses Alfred Goldie 


Officer Daugherty.. 


«+e -D. J. Flanagan 
Officer Jones 


-.-Charles Hamlin 





Officer Thornton...seesseeees: Clifford Stone 

The Blectrician....ccceessss John O. Hewitt 

AleXANGES. .oscsccccccccccess Roy Hargrave 

TORT «0+ 66% SoebecccccocssseHeecocs H. Yano 

Wetelle....... Codercccroces Germaine Giroux 
—and— 

Chatrand, the Great........ John Halliday 
ACT II. 


Scene 1—Chatrand’s Dressing Room. 
Scene 2—Before the Curtain. 
Scene 3—The Stage. 


ACT IIt. 





despite the following of Miss Lord. 
Lait. 


THE CROWN PRINCE 





- Theatre Guild Acting Company in — 
Week of March 28th 


BROTHERS KARAMAZOV j-" 
Week of April 4th 
Rochester American Opera Co. 


GUIL Thea., W. 52d St. Eves. 8:30 


Mats. Thurs. and Sat., 2:30 
Mts. Tue., Wed., Fri.: ‘Right You Are’ 





Week of March 28th 


THE SILVER CORD 


Week of April 4th 
Ned McCobb’s Daughter 


Th., 58th, E. of B’y/Circle 
joun Golden Mats. Thurs. & Sat. | 5678 














HENRY MILLER’S 721%272":, 
EVES. 8:50. MATS. THURS. & SAT., 2:30 
CHARLES FROHMAN presente 


Holbrook Blinn 


in FERENC MOLNAR'S 


‘THE PLAY’S THE THING’ 








Sth Year—ANNE NICHOLS’—Sth Year 


ABIE’S IRISH ROSE 


124 St.. W. of B’y. Evs. 8:30 





By Philip Dunning & George Abbott 


BROADHURST ,,\°% 
Evs. 8:30. Mats. Wed. & Sat. 2:30 





2:30 


Mats. Wed. and Sat. 


“The Barker” 





REPUBLIC 


Mais. Wed, & Sat., 2:30 





ROADWAY 


BILTMORE ‘7* 8t.. W, of Bry Evs. 8:20 


L. Lawrence Weber production, co-fea- 
turfng Basil Sydney and Mary Bilis. This 
“royal romance’ in three acts from the 
Hungarian of Ernest Vajda; adapted by 
Zoe Akins; staged by Lawrence Marston. 
At the Forrest, New York. 





Vercel). .ccccccvcvtcsvoce ++++-Jderome. Lawler 
Personal Lackey......+s+++. Dennis Cleugh 
Herr Schmitt........ Ferdinand Gottschalk 
The BAwerre woocceeces Cc. W. Van Voorhis 
The Crown Prince..... eveeee- Basil Sydney 
First Lackey........+. ++++.-Samuel Rosen 
Adjutant Von Stucken...... Harold Heaton 
Charlotte. .cecocccccscscccsceceecs Kay Strozzi 
ARNB. ccovccece oceccccccccccccese Mary Ellis 
THe MWOMPSTOP. .cccccccece Henry Stephenson 
BE a 000 60 006 404henneseds Arthur Bowyer 

Lackeys and Soldiers of the Imperial 

Household 
“The Crown Prince” suggests 


Theatreguildish fostering, so pains- 
taking is every detail. In truth 
were it Theatreguilded, this Vajda- 
Akins play might fare better at the 
gate than it seems destined to. 

Labeled a “royal romance,” an 
authors’ program note directs at- 
tention to the true-life source of 
this royal tragedy that has its in- 
spiration from the Austrian dy- 
nasty. 

It is a beautifully written work, 
charmingly done and well-nigh 
histrionically perfect. Well-bal- 
anced cast of brilliant players, 
headed by Basil Sydney and Mary 
Ellis, exacts the fullest measure 
from the play. 








with WALTER HUSTON terpart of the baroness who brought 


Se a aN es ee ee ee 


Scene 1—The Manager’s Office. 
Scene 2—Before the Curtain, 
Scene 3—The Stage. 





Mystery plays may be thrilling or 
blood-curdling without causing, a 
rush to the box office. “The Spider” 
does not send the chills down the 
spine but it is a real novelty. The 
answer is that the 46th Street the- 
atre was sold out Friday evening. 
the fourth night of the newest mys- 
tery play, and there were standees 
present far in the back of the 
stadium-like lower floor. 

Fulton Oursler and Lowell Bren- 
tano, the authors, are said to be 
Harvard men, probably graduates. 
They worked out an idea, not new 
in itself but quite novel in the man- 
ner handled. Albert Lewis in di- 
recting the play had about as hard 
a job as the authors in writing it, 
but there is nothing brilliant in the 
writing. 

A murder is committed 
Tivoli vaudeville theatre. One Car- 
vington, a patron, struggles with 
Chatrand The Great, magician and 
mind reader. The patron had ob- 
jected to his ward handing a locket 
to Chatrand for description by his 
blindfolded assistant. The lights go 
out suddenly, a shot rings out from 
the audience and the man is carried 
to the stage. He dies in a dressing 
room. 

Police are called and the audience 
warned not to leave the house. 
Chatrand is questioned as are the 
others. Inspector O’Refily arrives 


in the 





— 
<= 


That does not work altogether but 
a shot again rings out in the dark. 
ness, fired from the front of the 
house at the talking image of the 
dead man. 

As a iast resort Chatrand’s act 
is again presented. When the house 
is again darkened, at the locket in- 
cident the culprit is caught, an im- 
portant capture since he is supposed 
to be the head of a dope ring. 

Lewis’ experience in vaudeville 
came in handy, for “The Spider’ 
actually starts with a vaudeville 
show with real acts. However, the 
direction called for a great deal 
more. It was up to the producer 
to have the audience believe there 
was a crime done and is aided by 
the presence of policemen. Coppers 
are all over the place. Near the 
close they are in the aisles and on 
the stage with drawn guns. At in- 
termissions the biuecoats are at the 
exits and out at the entrance doors. 
When the next act is ready they 
blow police whistles and ask all to 
be reseated, “Inspector O’Reilly 
wants you back in the house.” 

The casting of “The Spider” was 
not an easy task, the management 
alming to keep down the operating 
cost, but faced with a cast larger 
than usual. The selection of John 
Halliday as Chatrand was a very 
good pick. Halliday didn’t do his 
tricks like a magician but he is an 
excellent actor and the feats of 
magic consumed but a few mo- 
ments. Roy Hargrave played Alex- 
ander, assistant to Chatrand, ex- 
ceptionally welt He is supposed to 
be in a hypnotic trance, giving the 
impression of lassitude. Eleanor 
Griffith was Carrington's ward and 
it turns out that Aléxander is her 
brother; missing for two years, 
having lost his memory when 
thrown from a cliff by the guar- 
dian. Thomas Findlay as the in- 
spector and John F. Morrissey as a 
police sergeant did well, too. The 
excellent work of Priscilla Knowles, 
once a stock lead, in the audience 
stood out throughout the perform- 
ance. Her heckling of the inspec- 
tor provided what laughs there were. 

Of vaudeville acts there are but 
two, Mack and LaRue, roller skating 
turn which opened after a brief 
news reel. Lytell and Grant, black- 
face hoofers with musical instru- 
ments, were second, Chatrand was 
third and the show actually starts 
from there. The vaudeville part be- 
comes important because it provides 
the atmosphere necessary. 

Curiously enough the Guitrys 
opened their “INusioniste” in the 
same manner and in the same the- 
atre but not with the same atten- 
tion to detail and atmosphere. 
Theirs was a love comedy, with 
dressing rooms ard such, while “The 
Spider” is a murder mystery. 

The setting for the magician’s 
turn looked the real thing, with 
cabinets on the stage and aloft, the 
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Sydney in the title role (founded|in charge. The magician induces 
on the character of Prince Rudolph) | him to permit the "aleutiog of a 398 FIFTH AVENUE 
and Miss Ellis as Anna (the coun- | spiritualistic seance, and that re- LONDON BERLIN PARIS 5 
called a similar staging in “Life” 
tragedy to the Austrian ruling fam- at the Manhattan a dozen years ago. | = 
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latter not being employed. Drapes 
were used for the skating turn, and 
there was a prepared “floor.” The 
dressing room manager's office 
were sufficient, with no production 
splurge required. 

“The Spider,” because of its nov- 
elty will draw business. It’s off to 
a big start. As for comedy there is 
little, but perhaps enough for a 
dramatic oddity. Its staying quali- 
ties are yet to be proven but as for 
making money it looks like a cinch 

Ibee. 


Savages Under the Skin 


Drama in three acts by Harry L. Foster 
and Wyman Procter, presented at the 
Greenwich Village March 24 by Carl Reed; 
staged by John D. Williams; settings by 
Livingston Platt; Louis Calbern featured. 
WHOM cccccetccccceescsses Harold de Becker 
MOV. BEOWBe ccc cccccccccs William B. Mack 
Chumiey Satterthwaite Bannerman...... 


J. Malcom Dunn 


MN ann 6040 $500060008088 Najid Assif 
Francie Xavier O'Rourke... .. Louis Calhern 
po ON rrr Raymond Keoho 
Old native. .....ceeceseee+e+-Frank De Silva 
Tanya ..... eccccce Ceccccccecsocs Marie Elek 
Maye .cceres PYTTT TTT eeesecece Alma Ross 
IO? DERE. o066 cacnves eeesee-Clay Clement 
Edith Brown. ....+..e++e+++..Flora Sheffield 
Shorty ..... TrTTirity ecocccecseocs Jack Veitch 
Lanky ..... sevesececcee.++-Arthur Sinclair 
Mononito ........ eoepocess Mile. Valentina 
Gkipper Bartlett..... +++--Anton Bundsman 


Carl Reed knows something about 
South Sea stuff, tasting profitably 
thereof with “Aloma of the South 
Seas.” John D. Williams isn’t 
strange in the lore of the isles of 
the Kanakas, for he was in on 
“Rain.” Both attractions were prof- 
itable, especially the latter. But 
“Savages Under the Skin” hardly 
figures to come under the wire a 
winner. 

“Aloma” was sexy, but not the 
new play, which is much too con- 
versational and discoursy. In the 
last act the play springs into action, 
but there isn’t enough to it. And 
there, too, the wisp of love story is 
disclosed. 

There are quite familiar charac- 
ters—strong, domineering white 
man, missionary, Chink and a flock 
of blacks. O'Rourke, the “emperor” 
of Saba-Saba in the Borneo seas, 
has developed a cocoanut plantation 
out of the wilds. He holds court 
daily, with pal the Chink acting as 
interlocutor. 

A civorce case tried and upon evi- 
dence the woman was running 
around, O’Rourke freed the couple. 

Trouble comes to the little island 
empire when Prince Hadi returns 
with modern clothes and a college 
education. Immediately the blacks 
crown him Sultan, and he speaks 
his mind to O’Rourke. The Kanakas 
back up their new leader. Rev. 
Brown, the missionary, is really the 


oe ome 








man behind the move. It was he 
who sent Hadi away to be educated 
Brown believes he can control th 
natives. O’Rourke is banished from 
the island or is about to be. Sud- 
denly gun shots are heard, and the 
natives in a frenzy start a prema- 
ture killing bee. Brown in attempt- 
ing to disarm a native is done away 
with and his daughter, Edith, wh 
has turned away from O'Rourke, 
goes to his arms 

A steamer about to sail sends men 
ashore with a machine gun, which 
did not go off by the way. The na- 
tives are quickly subdued off siage 
and their guns tossed into 
O’Rourke’s bungalow. And so the 
emperor doesn't leave, but remains 
to rule the island, while Hadi flees 
on a Chinese junk. 

Louis Calhern, featured, makes a 
real man out of O'Rourke. Curious- 
ly enough there is very little cuss- 
ing, whereas one wculd exect much 
from such a man. His parents had 
been kHied long before by the na- 
tives and he squared accounts on 
that score. That he should remain 
with the woman of his heart is a 
fault, since it had been brought out 
that he had made so much money 
he couldn't count it. 

Sharing the playing honors with 
Calhern was Harold de Becker as 
the Chinaman. He was leisurely, 
looked the part and held to his 
characterization faithfully. Clay 
Clement (who was in the London 
company of “Aloma’) again has a 
brown skin role, making Hadi seem 
like the read thing. Flora Sheffield 
was the attractive Edith. 

Not a little of the dialog between 
the natives was in the Kanaka or 
Malay tongue, so it was claimed. 
The natives were gathered around 
New York, and some looked big 
enough to be stevedores. 

“Savages Under the Skin” is in- 
teresting in parts, but not really ex- 
citing, and stingy in comedy. Wil- 
liams’ direction looked o. k. and 
there is little doubt he did consid- 
erable cutting. Reed is using the 
Village house to experiment with 
plays in the hope they will be moved 
into a commercial theatre. His lat- 
est try may hold on downtown, but 
it isn't strong enough for — 


Berton Churchill in Calif. 
Los Angeles, March 29. 

Berton Churchill, now playing 
the title role in “Alias the Deacon” 
at the Hollywood Playhouse, has 
signed to play the same part for 
the Fulton Stock Company in Oak- 
land during July. 











Churchill contemplates sett{mm 
in California. 


LOS 


Drama in three acts and four scenes by 


A. E. Thomas and George Agnew Cham- 
berlain Produced by Ramsey Wallace 
| with himself, James Crane and Rosalind 
| Fuller featured. Directed by Rollo Lieyd 
|} At the Mansfield, New York, March 28. 
Clem Lansing.............-Barbara Ramsey 
| Be Be WE REeccébeseod George Henry Trader 
Ada TEPPTTTITITIL TT Florence Archibald 
OR Gn Re Louise Mackintosh 
Gera LARGINE. cccccceces Ramsey W 1 
Alice Lansing. ...cccces 5 oun a Kingsley 
Alan WayMe...ccocscoess James Crar 
MOCO UITE. ccccececnecess R. Webb Law 
BHonoriad..ccoccoccceaces Mercedes Gi. bx 
Bonifacio. .ccccccescecs Leon C. Timberlak 
OMNES. occcodecessvoceocese Harry Davenport 


— 





Rosalinde Fuller 
a, Bee scancecegeevs Edward Van S81) 
Natives.. . James Lipari, 

Vincent Lipari, 


d an 
Charles Lipari, 
William Cooray. 





Authors of this play—half good 
and half bad—are A. E. Thomas, 
with a fine flock of successes to his 
credit, and George Agnew Chamber- 
lain, novelist and a regular “Sat- 
urday Evening Post” contributor. 
And the play itself, if decently re- 
worked, pepped through its first act, 
outfitted with some real scenery 
and a cast capable of getting down 
under the skin of its emotions, 
might have a real chanee at the 
same kind of trade which kept 
“Aloma” going and which is now 
making “The Squall” a success. 

“Lost” is another one about the 
man who thought he had lost his 
wife; wandered off into the tropics 
to do the usual “forget-it-all” act; 
to kill the man responsible for the 
state of his family affairs, etc. In 
this instance the man gets to the 
tropics, picks up with a Portuguese 
girl, lives with her, and then, when 
his skunk half-brother brings his 
wife down to take him home, he 
makes a last stand for decency and 
refuses to leave the native warden 
who had given herself to him. 


But the native girl, knowing that 
the man didn’t really love her, but 
was simply trying to do the right 
thing, went out and took a plunge 
over a convenient precipice. Thus 
was the man free to return to his 
wife, who really hadn't gone 
through with her affair, but who 
had meantime borne the absentee 
husband a legitimate son. 


As plots go, this one has been 
used a few hundred times. And as 
plots go it will probably be used a 
few hundred more times, and it will 
always be okeh, for it brings in 
those elements so dear to all emo- 
tional hearts—family, home, child, 
true love and “starting all over 
again.” 

As a play, however, this one is 
surprisingly weak to have been done 
by so experienced a writer as 
Thomas. The first act is short, 
hackneyed, unconvincing and en- 
tirely too swift in its action to be 


teed 





The set is in Red Hill, | 


; is the 


logical 
Conn., @ respectable town where the 
Lansings are the respectable people 
Ramsey Wallace as the wronged 
man is a competent enough actor 
who suggests very little real feel- 
ing; James Crane as the heavy did 
much more with his part until the} 
second act burdened him with some 
flowery, sugary dialog, which may 
be gentle enough stuff in the middk 
of a short story, but which are the 
bunk in dramatic writing unless 
they have a suitable setting or spot 
Rosalinde Fuller as the native 
girl was entirely too refined for 
such a part, and her pidgin Eng- 
lish was of the sort which French, 
not Portuguese girls reared on 


a different set of pronunciations, 
use on the stage. Her work was 
hurt by the words she had to use 


and the florid melodrama which she 


had to pull. Edward Van Sloan 
Harry Davenport and R. Webb 
Lawrence filled in smaller parts 


very well, Davenport clicking nicely 
in a drunken bit and Van Sloan also 
hitting. 

Scenery for the first act is shabby 
and badly set up. Second scene is 
a backdrop and a few tropical props 
set on a bare stage, creating little 
or no illusion, while the third set, 
tropical cabin interior, also had 
been used before—and plenty. 

As a show maybe okeh for a little 
while by the grace of the cut rates. 
but unless there is sustaining dough 
behind it—and the physical produc- 
tion would hardly indicate that—it 


| will be set down as another in the 


season's flood of failures. 


RABBI AND PRIEST 


Robert Sterling presents Morris D. Wax- 
man in a play in three acts by Milton 
Goldsmith and Benedict James. At Metrop- 
olis, Bronx, March 21. 

Marie, Elkantrovitch's servant 


OE le | a Pe Pee Eve Balfour 
Thaddus, the village backer..Wyatt Taylor 
Blume, a widow.......... Annette Hoffman 
Mordecai, her eldest son 


06000608 4600s0000000%4 Sidney Greenstein 
Uncle Tulpen, a wealthy merchant of 
Bem. occcccasecese ...A, ©. Henderson 
Shlomke, a family friend...Adolph Lianski 
Kameroff, leader of rioters...Wyatt Taylor 


20 Years Later 










Bridget..... PPTTTTITITITTiT Tre Karol Morrell 
Judith..... ecccccceccococcecs- Lae Mantell 
George....... ee .-Richard Bender 
Vanderlinde.... -.A. C. Henderson 
Shinovitch....... -»-Adolph Lianaki 
eRe GREG. .ccccocesececss Wyatt Taylor 
Father Petrovitch.. ...-Frank Howson 
re eoccvcdsescese Jane Lambe 
Rabbi Bikan........... Morris D. Waxman 





There is a strong suspicion that 
“The Rabbi and the Priest” is none 
other than Walker Whiteside’s 
meller, “The Little Brother,” played 
during wartime. Mention of the 
term, “the little brother” a few 


|} form 





VARIETY 


— 


times in the second and third acta 


reason. 
ory 


He tiwtivil 
been 


and the Priest” 
played in England fo 
Waxman appeared 


has 
Some 


time. at the 


Royal Court, London, for 16 weeks 
just prior to opening in this coun- 
try. if he can stay at the Metropo- 
lis for two weeks, it will be a record 
for the latter playhouse, as no 
enterprise so far has been able to 
stay there longer than a week 

If “The Rabbi and the Priest” is 
really ‘The Little Brother,” the 
running order has been switched. 


Instead of cutting back in the sec- 
ond act to the pogrom, that is made 
the first act, with events following 
each other in direct order. The new 
is an improvement over the 
original, with much color added. in 
the way of Hebrew chants and 
rituals 

The first act is laid In a Russian 
village. During a pogrom the life 
of the young Jewish boy of the 
house is saved through the fact that 
he is away at the time. His baby 


tian servant. 

Forty years later the older boy 
is a rabbi in New York City, still 
seeking “the little brother.” His 
daughter is in love with a Gentile 
boy, the ward of a neighboring 
priest. In the priest the rabbi dis- 
covers the leader of many pogroms, 
and, inevitably, the priest turns out 
to be “the little brother.” 

Waxman did well as the rabbi, 
but no better than Frank Howson 
as the priest. The balance of the 


cast so-so, with Lila Mantell, a 
daughter, having just the better 
of it. 


Robert Sterling figures as the 
producer. Sterling sponsored the 
Broadway production of “Ace in the 
Hole” last season. At $1.10 top 
“The Rabbi and the Priest” may 
draw paying business if attention 
can be attracted to the theatre and 
play. Much exploitation is needed 
as the Metropolis, the oldest thea- 
tre In the Bronx, is located in an 
out-of-the-way section. 


WOODS-SELWYN IN “GARDEN” 


A. H. Woods will be associated 
with Arch Selwyn in the present- 
ation of “The Garden of Eden,” a 
drama which aroused considerable 
attention on the continent. Sam 
H. Harris, first named to team with 
Selwyn in its production, has 
stepped out. 

Plans call for its opening at the 
Times Square theatre Sept. 9, with 





C’audette Colbert und Lowell Sher- 
man in the leading roles. 























ROOSEVELT ORCHESTRA 


Direction WILLIAM MORRIS 


LIMITED ENGAGEMENT—THREE WEEKS ONLY!!! 


Messrs. Shubert present 








And His. 


Exclusive Brunswick Artists 
Co-Starring with SOPHIE TUCKER 


““GAY PAREE’’ 


WINTER GARDEN, NEW YORK 





AND THENCE EN TOUR IN THE PICTURE HOUSES 


Personal Representative HERMAN BERNIE 


‘Also Nightly ‘After Theatre at the ROSS-FENTON CLUB, Broadway and 50th Street, N. Y. 
Opening April 16thatthe CONGRESS HOTEL, Chicago, for a special fortnight’s engagement 


Vaudeville Direction MORRIS & FEIL 
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PLAYS OUT OF TOWN 





Spreadeagle 


Melodrama in three acts by George 5. 
Brooks and Walter B. Lister. Presented 
by Jed Harris at the Apollo March 28. 
Staged by George Abott, with settings by 
Norman Bel-Geddes. 

GALE. ccccccecceseccoccces Virginia Farmer 
POE? .cacdceccecteceddercse Lester Nielson 


Joe COBB... .ccccecsscccecsess Osgood Perkins 
Bill Davis. .....seceee++s+ Charies D. Lrown 
Lois Henderson......+sese+++: Brenda Bond 
jen. Ramon Angel de Castro.Felix Krembs 
Martin Henderson......+++. — Williams 
Charles Parkman. ...scecsses/ Allen Vincent 


WITTTITITITTT Te Donald Meek 
Aline MacMahon 


Mike Riordan. 
Rosalie Kent 





tanuel PWETTPTU Tt tl Eduardo Sanchez 
‘ather Hstrella.....se+++: Malcolm Duncan 
‘aptaim....ccccccccacsers Herbert Courtney 
ph. ROJaS.. cccovccccvcccescecese Jose Rivas 
heatre Manager........++-- Frank D. Dae 
adio AMMOUNCEr....-eeeesee Vincent Yorke 
ig.~<Gen. Wagner, U. 8. A....Fred House 
GP vcceencdaeedesace ses Harry M. Cooke 


xican officers, soldiers, peons, American 
‘ficers and soldiers, artists im the radio 
broadcasting station, eic. 





Jed Harris, in presenting “Spread- 
eagle,” his second production of the 
season, has succeeded in offering a 
rather entertaining melodrama. 
While the action is entirely too slow 
in the first act for a play of this 
type, yet it picked up in the second 
ind earried right through to the 
end, a somewhat unexpected one. 

The piece opens in the New York 
office of Martin Henderson, Wall 
3treet magnate. Returning from a 
trip to Washington, he confides to 
Joe Cobb, his right-hand man, the 


tures in the Spreadeagle Mining Co. 
in Mexico. Rather than lose a mil- 
lion-dollar investment, he sponsors 
and finances a revolution to be car- 
ried on by Gen. De Castro, who will 


the 
after 


country to his 
Henderson's 


has subjected 
rule, will look 
interests. 

Finding a way to draw the United 
States into armed  coniiict 
plans to safeguard his property, 
son of an ex-president, as assistant 
superintendent of the mine, know- 
ing that if anything happened to 
him the American government 
would immediately intervene in 
Mexican affairs. Parkman mean- 
time has fallen in love with Lois, 
Henderson’s daughter, and accepts 
his proposition as a way of making 
good. 

Matters turn out as Henderson 
planned. De Castro sweeps every- 
thing before him and Parkman is 
shot by his soldiers while attempt- 
ing to escape, learning beforehand, 
however, from Rosalie Kent, book- 
keeper at the mine, that Henderson 
was the instigator of the revolution. 
Kent also falls a victim of the revo- 
lutions and is shot by a firing squad. 

The United States declares war 
and invades Mexico. Henderson is 
appointed chairman of the National 





information that matters look de- 
cidedly black for his mining ven- 


Defense Council and accompanies 
the army into the enemy’s country. 


be in his employ and who, after he | 


with | 
Mexico and thus further hi8 OWN | O<e50q Perkins did well as Cobb, 


Henderson sends Charles Parkman, | peonga Bond as I 





Cobb, seeing the turn that aasneen? York and two days in Worcester, 


had taken, denoufhces his employer 


and tells him that he has murdered Providence for continuation of its 


his daughter’s sweetheart. 
Parkman dramatically appears on 
the scene and relates his thrilling 
escape after suffering a flesh wound. 
He is prevented by Cobb from ex- 
| posing Henderson, and agrees, for 
| Lois’ sake, to let matters stand. Cobb, 
| disgusted with his boss, enlists with 


the doughboys, while Lois and Park- 
man announce their engagement 
and fade out. 

Fritz Williams as Henderson 





| scored heavily with his hard, shrewd 
business man who stops at nothing. 
and handled the comedy vein. 
,ois, Allen Vincent 
as Parkman and Aline MacMahon 
as Rosalie Kent also performed 
creditably. Remainder of the cast 
gave passable performances. 
“Spreadeagle,” as a means of en- 
joying a pleasant evening of enter- 
tainment, should suffice, but cannot 
be ranked as a hit. ince. 





The Message 


Providence, March 29. 
Message Productions, Inc., politely offers 
play in three acts by George A. Natanson 
and Arthur S. Ross. Staged by Lawrence 





Marston. 

Anastasia Phillipov....... Mathilde Baring 
Nicolal 4 ~ maha let sgh Milton 
Dmitri Phillipov....cesees++-. Edwin Kasper 
Natalka, servant Cecile Cummings 
BUR ncuv beeede ve «+++-Harlan EB. Knight 
Moses Rubenstein..........-- Howard Lang 
Ruth Rubenstein........ Elizabeth Spencer 
Samuel Aaronson.........- Thomas Waters 
Jacob Aaronson.........::...Bernard Pate 








After a short run upstate New 





























PLAYERS IN LEGITIMATE | 





BILLY ARLINGTON 


Featured in 
“LIDO LADY” 


GAIETY, LONDON 


VIOLET CARLSON 


PRINCIPAL COMEDIENNE 
in + 
“THE NIGHTINGALE” 
CASS THEATRE, DETROIT 


HELYN EBY-ROCK 


“HONEYMOON LANE” 
KNICKERBOCKER, NEW YORK 








JOE E. BROWN 


“TWINKLE TWINKLE? 
LIBERTY, NEW YORK 


LESTER W. COLE 


LEADING MAN 
with 
“PEGGY-ANN” 
VANDERBILT, NEW YORK 


LEON ERROL 


Starring in 
“YOURS TRULY” 
SHUBERT, NEW YORK 











EDNA HIBBARD 


GENTLEMEN PREFER BLONDES 
Direction EDGAR SELWYN 
‘ 


MARGARET IRVING 


“THE SPANISH SIREN” 
IN 

“THE DESERT SONG” 

CASINO, NEW YORK 





JOHNNY MARVIN 


FEATURED IN : 
“HONEYMOON LANE” 
KNICKERBOCKER, NEW YORK 


ONA MUNSON 


LEADING LADY 
in 
“TWINKLE TWINKLE” 
LIBERTY, NEW YORK 


TOM PATRICOLA 


GEQRGE WHITE’S “SCANDALS” 
APOLLO, NEW YORK 
INDEFINITELY 


MARIE SAXON 


WITH 
“THE RAMBLERS” 
LYRIC, NEW YORK 














JULIUS TANNEN 


in 
EARL CARROLL “VANITIES” 
EARL CARROLL, NEW YORK 


JACK WHITING 


“THE RAMBLERS” 
LYRIC, NEW YORK 





ADA MAY 


“RIO RITA” 
ZIEGFELD, NEW YORK 


LULU McCONNELL 


Featured with 
“PEGGY-ANN” 
VANDERBILT, NEW YORK 


ANN PENNINGTON 


NOW IN EIGHTH MONTH 


GEO. WHITE’S “SCANDALS” 
Apollo Theatre, N. Y. 











NELSON CHARLES 


SNOW and COLUMBUS 


in “OH, PLEASE” 
ERLANGER, CHICAGO 


Direction CHAS. DILLINGHAM 


ETHELIND TERRY 
RIO "RITA 
“RIO RITA” 
ZIEGFELD, NEW YORK 


MARJORIE WHITNEY 


Featured with 
EARL CARROLL “VANITIES* 


EARL CARROLL, NEW YORK 











EDDIE BUZZELL 


PRINCIPAL COMEDIAN 


in 
“THE DESERT SONG” 
CASINO, NEW YORK 


EWING EATON 


Doing Single Act in Vaudeville 


KEITH-ALBEE and ORPHEUM 
CIRCUITS 


Direction HARRY WARD 


RAYMOND GUION 


SECOND YEAR WITH 
ry “CRADLE SNATCHERS” 
HARRIS, CHICAGO 


DOUGLAS LEAVITT 


Featured in 
“GAY PAREE” 
WINTER GARDEN, NEW YORK 


HERBERT MUNDIN 


DIRECTION 
ANDRE CHARLOT 


CLARENCE NORDSTROM 


in “QUEEN HIGH” 
AMBASSADOR, NEW YORK 


ROSE PERFECT 


PRIMA DONNA 
with 


GEORGE WHITE’S “SCANDALS” 
APOLLO, NEW YORK 
NOW IN EIGHTH MONTH 


KAY SPANGLER 


Featured with 
EARL CARROLL “VANITIES” 
EARL CARROLL, NEW YORK 


JACK THOMPSON 


in 
“PEGGY-ANN” 
VANDERBILT, NEW YORK 


INA WILLIAMS 


in “YOURS TRULY” 
SHUBERT, NEW YORK 


CHAS. WINNINGER 


Featured with 
“OH, PLEASE” 


ERLANGER, CHICAGO 
Direction CHAS. DILLINGHAM 



































“The Message” evidently came into 
rehearsals. The big question in it 
is, “Should a Christian marry a Jew- 
ess?” The treatment of this theme 
seemed to be summarized by Ivan, 
ignorant peasant, in the last act, 
when he said, “What's all this rig- 
marole?” 

Howard Lang as Rubenstein, the 
understanding father of the Jewish 
girl, did a good job with thin mate- 
rial written for him. He is all- 
knowing and his heart is as big as 
the opera house. He forgives the 
Christian father’s attempt on his 
life, fails to foreclose the mortgage, 
and does all the things that an Ey- 
deavor Society good man should do. 
Aaronson and his boy, the Jewish 
suitor of liberal Semited’s daughter, 
offset the characterization of Ru- 
benstein. They are orthodox, and 
in a ridiculous situation that sug- 
gested burlesque to the mostly 
Jewish audience, demand the hand 
of the lovely Ruth. It is a double 
proposition, and Ruth suggests 
naively and with stage-made mo- 
tive that she marry them both. 

A stage fight, when Ivan, the 
peasant, and his followers, drunk 
with liquor provided by gold of the 
blinded Gentile father of Dmitri, at- 
tempt to carry off Ruth in the pres- 
ence of her lover, was done no bet-- 
ter than a pantomime exhibition by 
deaf actors, who have natural diffi- 
culty in hearing their cues. 

Bedecked with idealism, the play 
withers under the stare of a Provi- 
dence theatregoer, who has to be 
shown that apples grow on lilac 
trees. Even the melo mush gets a 
laugh, and Howard Lang, who 
hasn't forgotten his Shakespearean 
gestures, saved the show from many 
more by keeping his audience inter- 
ested in movements of his hands. 

There are some spots of real in- 
tensity, however, that should show 
up with more rehearsals. 

The cast passed by their oppor- 
tunities and rushed through limes as 
if they were homely parlor recita- 
tions, Much rewriting, perhaps 
some recasting, and much more 
studied directing are needed before 
this play will dare a New York box 





office, least of all with Jewish cus- 
tomers. Liniam, 


BLACKMER-KENNEDY CO. 


Propose Broadway Try-out House 
In Atlanta—Standard Plays 











A dramatic company, headed by 
Madge Kennedy and Sydney Black- 
mer, will open engagement at the 
Erlanger theatre, Atlanta; Ga., April 
12. 

They will remain in Atlanta 10 
weeks, during which time, it is 
announced, they will not only pre= 
sent successes of Miss Kennedy and 
Mr. Blackmer, but will produce for 
the first time on any stage two or 
three plays destined for New York 
in the fall. 





Coast “Firebrand” 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Elise Bartlett will play the model 
in “The Firebrand” at the El Capi- 
tan, Hollywood. Ian Keith will ap- 
pear as Cellini instead of Joseph 
Schildkraut, Miss Bartlett's hus- 





hand. Opens April 8. 


—_—— 


LT 


Macloon Is Weneen 
Doris Keane Collects 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Doris Keane was awarded a 
judgment for $503 against Louis 
O. Macloon by Superior Court 
Judge Bowron, 

The actress charged that two 
years ago the producer failed to 
provide her with transportation 
from San Francisco to New York 
with her maid after the closing of 
“Romance.” 

Judge Bowron scored Macloon 
and stated that under the Cali- 
fornia labor laws Macloon had no 
right to take or keep proceeds de- 
rived from cancellation 


WARNER SUES MORGAN Co. 


Asking $69,765 for Alleged Breach 
of Three-Year Contract 











E. J. Warner, Htho salesman, is 
asking $69,765 from the Morgan 
Lithograph Co., alleged due as a 
balance on a three-year, contract at 
$15,600 a year. He was hired April 
25 last and fired October 18. He is 
suing for the unexpired period of 
the agreement. 

The defense is that Warner was 
negligent in his duties and fre- 
quently absented himself. 


Theatre at Dartmouth 


Cambridge, Mass., March 29. 

An experimental theatre has been 
established at Dartmouth in con- 
nection with the play writing 
course given by Professor E. B. 
Watson. The experimental theatre 
is organized under the plan of the 
old Harvard 47 Workshop and is 
closely connected with its old tra- 
ditions as it has bought most of 
their old equipment. 








Stock Mgr. Leases House 


Montreal, March 29. 

Dave Cross of New York has 
taken a 15-year lease of the Or- 
pheum. This is his only Canadian 
venture. It is for stock. Capacity 
is 1,600, and $1 top. 

The company is the Orpheum 
Players. They have just finished 
their 10th week. Margaret Knight 
and Leo Kennedy are the leads. 





HERBERT SKETCH AS PLAY 


Hugh Herbert is elaborating his 
former vaudeville act, “The Ques- 
tion,” in which he will appear and 
produce as a legit attraction next 
season. 

The playlet was authored by the 
late Aaron Hoffman, from whose 
estate Herbert was given permis- 
sion to convert it into a three-act 
play. 





Moving “Sweet Lady” 
Chicago, March 29. 
“Sweet Lady,” in its fourth week 
at the Illinois, will leave that the- 
atre the end of this week and open 
at the Woods on Sunday. 





INSIDE .STUFF ON LEGIT 


(Continued from page 48) 





the last heard until the return of the 


“gyppers” to justice. 


of the critics. 


Spider,” 


atre fans used to stand at the stage 


command attention. 


revue school 


It is understood the Winter Garden 
elaborate musical comedies and operettags and will be built up into a 
permanent theatre for that type of entertainment, in favor of the former 


the mails with the writers asked so much for the presentment. That was 


script. 


None of the writers took the matter up with the Government but one 
man in the midwest has been bilked twice so there may be some action 
from his letters to certain New York parties anxious to bring these 





Sam Forrest, formerly genera] stage director for Sam H. Harris, holds 
a contract with Famous Players-Lasky to direct pictures but there is a 
stipulation that any such work by him is to be done in the east. 
it was decided to transfer all activities of feature production to the coast, 
Forrest advised the F. P.-L. to tear up the contract. 
antipathy to going west. Since leaving Harris he has been free lancing 
and at present is staging “The Gossipy Sex” for John Golden, 


When 


Forrest has an 





The lobby of Chanin’s Majestic has a room placed at the convenience 


It is spotted in the lobby and outfitted with desks, type- 
writers, messenger call service and so forth. 





Priscilla Knowles who provides most of the comedy relief in “The 
as the protesting theatre patron, was once a favored stock lead- 
ing woman, at the old Academy of Music, New York. Throngs of the- 


door to get a peek at Miss Knowles. 


Her playing in “The Spider” ts so well timed that she is certain to again 





, New York, will hereafter house 





Italian Banker Angel 


“The Imposter,” which closed 
after a week's tryout several weeks 
ego, is going out again. 

The American Stage Producing 
Co., flanked by Italian banker capi- 
tal, will reopen the show after the 
customary eight weeks has elapsed. 





in order to permit recasting. 






BEN HOLMES 


Featured in “Gay Paree” 
Winter Garden, N. Y., Now 
Direction Mr. J. J. Shubert 
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RADIO-MUSIC 








NO BROADCAST: 


WCCO of Minneapolis 
Pouts Over Refusal 


Minneapolis, March 29. 
Local radio fans fear the loss of 
the only Twin City “big league” 
broadcasting station, WCCO, one 
of the WEAF network, as a result 
of the action by the Civic and Com- 


merce Association here in reject- 


ing the proposal of the Washburn- 
Crosby Co., which has been oper- 
ating the station with the financial 
assistance of Minneapolis and St. 


Paul business interests. 

The proposal was that the two 
leading business men’s organiza- 
tions of the Twin Cities should co- 
operate with it in the sale of $200,- 
000 of preferred stock to the North- 
west public to keep the station go- 
ing for the next three years. In its 
reply, unanimously approved by the 
board of directors, the Civic and 
Commerce Association declared that 
it has been its “undeviating policy 
from its inception not to engage in 
or indorse any form of stock sell- 
ing or investment.” 

National Network Proposed 

Under the Washburn-Crosby pro- 
posal, the major portion of the 
stock sales proceeds was to be 
utilized in’ the construction of a big 
St. Paul broadcasting station to be 
operated along with WCCO and to 
be part of the WJZ network, thus 
making available for Twin City 
and Northwest radio set owners 
many of the best programs of both 
networks. Control of the stations 
would have been vested in Wash- 
burn-Crosby Co., with the two 
Twin City business associations 
also having a voice in their opera- 
tion. The Washburn-Crosby Co. 
agreed to meet any deficit and 





guarantee the payment of the pre- 





B’way Columnists | 





More and more is_ radio 
leaning toward a Broadway 
angle. 

It's not unlike the Broad- 


way columnists’ matter of the 
dailies, in“ general purport. 

“Broadway announcers” take 
in the current shows, small 
topics that might prove lay- 
interesting, even gags and in 
other ways seek to make a 
Sroadway talk concise, quick 
and modern, with a laugh or 
two tried for. 

Those announcers apparent- 
ly pick up their material as 
best they can, with some 
creating their gags or jokes, 
or using timely matter as may 
be gathered by them. 

It is accepted as indicative 
of the public’s interest in any- 
thing Broadway. 











ELKINS AT ROOSEVELT 


Eddie Elkins opens April 6 at the 
Hotel Roosevelt, New York, suc- 
ceeding F. Wheeler Wadsworth and 
orchestra, Harry Pearl booked in 
Elkins. 

Ben Bernie, the last incumbent 
at the Roosevelt, is away over the 
spring and summer in “Gay Paree,” 
prior to a picture house tour. 





ferred stock dividends during the 
three-year period. 

At the time of the original pro- 
posal the Washburn-Crosby Co. de- 
clared that its rejection would 
cause the company to withdraw 
from broadcusting and throw the 
WCCO plant on the open markét 
at less than cost. Pending a reply 
from the St. Paul Association of 
Commerce, the company has made 
no reply to the Minneapolis Civic 
and Commerce Association, which 
invited further negotiations along 
other lines without, however, sub- 
mitting any counter-proposal. In 
a statement in connection with the 
original proposal, the Washburn- 
Crosby Co. indicated it was a take- 
it-or-leave-it proposition and that 
it had no intention of entering 
into any negotiations on the matter. 
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Ballard Macdonald, one of the LeMaire’s “Affairs” 
Astor Monday evening eating his usual dinner, 


in the 
Ballard re- 


authors, sat 
and, 


nam 


marked to Lincoln Loper, his attorney, ““Who do you think would go with 
me to see the show tonight?”, with Loper confessing he didn’t know. 

At that moment a deputy sheriff slipped to Macdonald's side and told 
him how his wife had waited until there had accumulated $1,550 in back 
alimony and would Mr. Macdonald please come across. Ballard ex- 
plained how he had to catch the show and would the dep. go with him. 
The dep. would and did, even refusing to leave him until Ballard dug 


up the gross. 
THAT NIGHT Ballard says his own 


Sunday Grind in Chi Ballrooms 

A Sunday “grind” policy in Chicago ballrooms is proving a business 
stimulant. Until recently on the Sabbath the dance halls have opened 
at 3 p. m., closed at 6, and reopened at 8. 
Pp. m. and remain open until midnight. At 8 in the evening there are 
now 100 or more patrons in the ballrooms as against the 50 or 60 form- 
erly inside for the evening session. 

The Trianon and Aragon ballrooms started the continuous policy, other 
places following. 


bed felt great. 





“Name” Band Leader in Jam 
A prominent “name” band leader is heading for a mess of trouble, He 
has borrowed extensively on “paper” that has proved worthless. At 
least two New York showmen threaten criminal charges upon his advent 
into New York. The leader is known for his “dizzy” business tactics, 
being generally irresponsible despite alleged affluence. 





King of Siam, Bug, Too 
Charles: L, Fischer, conducting his orchestra aboard the “Belgenland” 
on its world cruise, says that the King of Siam is crazy over jazz. Fischer 
and his men performed for the Siamese ruler, along with other important 
Asiatic royalty. The consensus is that the Orientals respond most flat- 
teringly to syncopation, particularly if flavored with tom-tom or African 
orchestra motifs. 





The Elevating Whiteman 

Paul Whiteman is given general credit for the stimulus in orchestra 
activities in New York of late, As soon as Whiteman opened his own 
night club, things began to look up. Olsen expanded his personnel to 
18 men; Kahn took the Pennsylvania; Bernie is doubling prolifically from 
“Gay Paree”; Waring’s Pennsylvanians are getting $3,500 a week in the 
new Eddie Dowling “East Side West” musical; other maestros are going 
into productions, etc. 

It has been noticed often before that every time Whiteman took a 
forward step, he elevated the general business, 





Musicians and Bathing 

One of the road troupes of “Ben-Hur,” traveling through the south, 
is carrying 12 musicians who have evolved a unique system of bathing. 
The boys are getting around $85 per week but have hit on the system 
of taking turns on hiring room and bath in the hotels. 

Each week one of the musical dozen assumes the added luxury whence 
the others phone in to make reservations for their ablutions. If it so 
happens that the lessee of the bath has his laundry in the tub, it busts 
up the entire schedule. 





The doors now open at 2:30| 


». 
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F leischman Backing Jerome 


Fleischman, the yeast man, who 
is backing Billy Jerome, the vet- 
eran songwriter, in his new song 


publishing venture, is being gagged 
about by the Tin Pan Alleyites 
that the reason he invaded the field 


is to get a rise out of the music 
business. 

Jerome was a publisher once be- 
fore when he first issued George 
M. Cohan’'s “Over There” for which 
Leo Feist eventually paid $25,000. 


Bill Marriate, Fiim Extra 


Los Angeles, March 29. 
Bill Marriate, former player with 
the Brooklyn National League 
baseball team, is now a picture ex- 
tra. He is taking his $7.50 a day 
under the name of Ned Winchester. 





HAMP’S OPENINGS 

Starting April 11 at the Hotel 
Biltmore, New York, Johnny Hamp 
will engage in a series of openings 
with his various orchestra units. 

The Bernie Cummins unit from 
Florida opens at the New York 
Biltmore, Hamp personally direct- 
ing the premiere. April 14, Hamp 
opens another unit at the Hotel 
Ambassador, Atlantic City, and 
April 16 he installs his ace band, 
Kentucky Serenaders, Victor re- 
cording artists, at the Westchester- 
Biltmore, New York. 


White, Chief Organist 

Lew White hastbeen elevated to 
chief organist of the- Roxy, New 
York. 

White has also been signed by 
Brunswick exclusively as its popu- 
lar organist feature. 


MAX FISHER ON DISKS 
Max Fisher, leader of the orches- 
tra bearing his name, is to make 
Victor records. 











Kahn Opening at Penn 
Roger Wolfe Kahn and his or- 
chestra open formally tonight 
(Wednesday) at the Hotel Penn- 
sylvania, New York. 
Kahn closes his Le Perroquet de 
Paris night club this week. 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS — 





CASTILLIAN ROYAL 


(PELHAM ROAD, BRONX) 
New York, March 25. 

A road house opening in March! 
That’s quite au fait or its equiva- 
lent in the Pelham road house sec- 
tion. 

Last Thursday night the Gold- 
mans, Al and Jack, thought they 
would stick a little ginger into their 
business and a gasp to the op»osi- 
tion across the street by having an 
“opening.” They got the ginger and 
the business and also their opposi- 
tion, Al Shayne, who paid them a 








also so friendly that 
had starved to death that 


friendly visit, 
Al said he 
evening. 

That made it 1/1, as Al Shayne 
had had an opening the previous 
Sunday night at the Pelham Heath 
Inn, when Castillian starved. If 
each is to starve when the other has 
an opening, each must have an 
opening every night or make up a 
schedule. 

There should be a lot of fun along 
the Pelham road in this congestion 
of road houses, since no one will 
take the scrap seriously this sum- 
mer, excepting the fellow who first 
goes in the box. And, besides that, 











LEADING ORCHESTRAS 








| IRVING AARONSON | 


And HIS COMMANDERS 
Exclusively Victor 





Permanent Address, Variety, N. Y. | 

















WESLEY BARRY 


and His ORCHESTRA 


Assisted by 
JIMMY LONG and LUCAS SISTERS 
MARCH 26 
PANTAGES, TORONTO 








|_FRANK CORNWELL | 





and His Orchestra 


WEAF Radio-Phonograph Records 


AT ge MIDTOWN 
FBRAU-HAUS 


’ 68rd St. on ‘Seceiiesb: New York City 








| DOK EISENBOURG | 


And His SINFONIANS 


Featured Stations: 





WNAC . . . .. Boston 
WEAN. . « « Providence 
WBET .. . . Boston 


Playing : 
SHEPARD COLONIAL RESTAURANT, 
BOSTON 


| FRANK FUNDA | 


TEN EYCK ORCHESTRA 
ALBANY, N, Y. 
Broadcasting Station WGY, Schenectady 


FROM DETROIT 


JEAN GOLDKETTE| 
Orchestras , 


VICTOR RECORDS 
Back in Detroit 
GREYSTONE BALLROOM 


| MAL HALLETT | 


AND HIS ORCHESTRA 
Featured Six Seasons on Broadway 
COLUMBIA RECORDS EXCLUSIVELY 
Now Playing 
ARCADIA BALLROOM, NEW YORK 


| DAVE HARMAN | 


And HIS ORCHESTRA 
CASTLE FARMS 
CINCINNATI, OHIO 

Broadcasting 
WLW, CINCINNATI 


| GEORGE IRISH 


AND HIS 
Indianapolis Athletic 
Club Orchestra 
One Consecutive Year 
WFBM, INDIANAPOLIS 





















































| HERBERT STRAUB 


and His MAGIC MUSIC 


At SHEA’S BUFFALO 
BUFFALO, N. Y. 
Broadcasting Station WMAK, Baffale 


| JO ASTORIA | 


and his 
CORAL GABLES COUNTRY CLUB 
Coral Gables, Fla. 




















| BRICK ENGLISH | 





And His 
ORCHESTRA 


NOW WITH 
CINDERELLA ROOF 
LOS ANGELES, CALIF. 


| ELMER GROSSO | 








And His Recording Orchestra 


Perm. Address: Variety, New York 





HELEN LEWIS 











AND HER 
MELODY WEAVERS 
FRANK L. VENTRE, 


Directing 





Joe Pani, with his one-wing road- 
| Jeo is also opening shortly. Joe's 
lother wing is in Buckner’s care, 
| padlocked so it can’t roam about. 

But Joe probably thinks it’s okay 
to have at least one room left open, 
and with no federal men around, 
who can tell which room? 

It was a chilly night Thursday. 


That's bad for the road. There 
were only two other openings 
downtown, against the Castillian 
the same evening. That’s tough 
for the road. Those openings 
were Soph Tucker’s and Bennie 
Bernie’s and Club Lido. That's 
tougher. Yet the Castillian held a 


fine crowd for the 
time of season. It’s just that the 
Goldman boys want to. bring the 
bankroll back to normal after stand- 
ing for the rips during the winter. 
Music publishers need not worry. 
There will be another opening at 
each place up the Pelham road, 
while the-other Castillian (Jack’s) 
on Merrick road will be careful not 
to clash in opening dates. 

The Castillian up Pelham way 
made itself pretty popular last sum- 
mer, with Al, who gives his main 
attention to that end of the Gold- 
man Brothers’ enterprises, again in 
charge. The popularity should gain 
a nicg net this summer. It certain- 
ly was a great start Thursday, The 
back yard was full of front yard 
ears. An extremely nice crowd and 
spending. Yet the boys squawked 
because the bunch from downtown 
did not show up en masse. They 
forgot all about the downtown open- 
ings, as might be natural with res- 
taurateurs. Who comes first in a 
restaurant—or roadhouse? You don't 
have to answer. Visiting firemen 
are only check payers. 

Besides the usual good atmos- 
phere of Castillian and the pleas- 
antness of the place, an asset in it- 
self, other than its prettily deco- 
rated interior, there was a corking 
special bill of entertainment, all un- 
der the direction of Earl Rickard as 
master of the floor. It seemed as 
though Rickard set himself in right, 
right from the opening night. He 
has congeniality without offensive- 
ness, a sort of refined restraint that 
is very fetching and will make him 
many friends. On top of that Rick- 
ard is of good appearance, has per- 
sonality and can entertain on his 
own. 

Most of the talent were up for the 
evening on a pay roll, but some of 
the star acts were volunteers, prin- 
cipally the Avon Comedy Four, with 
Joe Smith also doing a single. They 
must have heard the applause over 
in Whitestone, L. I. Another were 
the Keller Sisters and Lynch, going 
all of the way up there on a cold 
night after the closing of “Lucky.” 
That's standing for your pals. The 
girls and their brother did two har- 
monizers. Though late, the house 
made their delight well manifest. 
Bigelow and Lee were another vol- 


weather and the 


ator, 


 Ceuis “ie dee 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
With the opening of the Califor- 
nia, 2,100-seat house in San Jose, 
West Coast, is doing a little switch 
ing of their musical conductors and 
guest leaders. Owen Sweeten, 7 
the West Coast's Long Beach for 
year, is scheduled to go to the a 
Sacramento, r®placing Max 
Bradfield, shifted to the San Jose 
house. Don Wilkins will replace 
Sweeten at Long Beach. Iris WAf- 
kins, organist at the Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, who is the wife of 
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a share. 





letter, in 
that a 


Biklyo Station on Seling Stock 


| Utilizing its ‘on & mail names for 

the North American Broad. 
easting Corp., Brooklyn, N. Y., oper- 
is seNing stock at $1 


The station explains in a circular 
response to all 
minimum purchase 
shares ($5) will be acceptable. 


inquiries, 
of five 





Wilkins, 
billing 


will be 





with her 
Long Beach house. 


co-featured in the 
husband at the 
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| VINCENT LOPEZ | 





And His ORCHESTRA 
Exclusive Brunswick Artist 
1595 BROADWAY 
NEW YORK 
Direction WM. MORRIS 








| CHARLIE MELSON | 





And His PLAYBOYS 
Featuring 
“MELSONIC” 


JAZZ 
STATE, DETROIT 
FOURTH MONTH 


| AL MOORE 
and His ORCHESTRA 


HEADLINING LOEW THEATRES 
March 28, LOEW’S, BOSTON 


Direction WM. MORRIS 


| CHARLEY STRAIGHT | 


and His Orchestra 


Brunswick Records 


Frolic Cafe, Chicago 
Conn Instruments Exclusively 

















’ ROGER WOLFE KAHN | 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 


HOTEL PENNSYLVANIA, NEW YORK 

Victor Records — Buescher Instruments 

Booking Office: 1607 Broadway, New York 
GEO. D. LOTTMAN, Gen. Mer. 


| GEORGE OLSEN | 


AND HIS MUSIC 
EXCLUSIVELY VICTOR 
This Week, FOX’S, PHILADELPHIA 


Care of Variety, New York 


| B.A. ROLFE | 
AND HIS PALAIS D'OR ORCHESTRA 
WEAF ARTISTS 
Edison Records 
ROLFE ORCHESTRAS, Inc. 























iPAUL WHITEMAN' 


And HIS GREATER ORCHESTRA 


PAUL WHITEMAN’S 
48th Street and Broadway 
NEW YORK CITY 





GEORGE OLSEN Presents 


WM. WACO’S | 


ORCHESTRA in 
“SUNNY”’ CO. 


Now Playing 
NIXON THEATRE, PITTSBURGH, PA. 


| CAPT. WARMACK | 


and His ALGERIANS 
NOW 10th WEEK 
ARCADIA BALLROOM 




















1600 Broadway, New York City 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 


' Broadcasiing Siation WEBE, Buffalo 


unteer turn that greatly pleased the 
house, while Abner Silver and Buddy 
Trudy broke in nicely. 

In the regular bill were Betsy 
Reese, Alice Lee, Babe Morris, Nita 
Alden, who is a high kicker worth 
watching. Stewart Sisters from 
vaude, Force and Andee, an adagio 
dance team, and Dorothy Braun. 
Most of the girls were from down- 
town night clubs. All got over as 
specialists. 

If the weather breaks the road 
houses will get breaks. 
You worry! 


ROSS-FENTON CLUB 


(NEW YORK) 


New York, March 25. 
room, nee Plantation, 


Sime. 


This flop 


Gannon, operators, acting through 
John and Christo, who are running 
the cafe, cash in the draw created 
by Sophie Tucker and Ben Bernie. 
Both are in only for limited engage- 
ments, Bernie leaving in three 
weeks. 
“Gay Paree,” and it’s a prohibitive 
“nut” at the scale. 

John and Christo appreciate this 
and have commissioned N. T. G. 
to install a floor show forthwith 
to take advantage of the room’s 
resurrection. 

Various policies have been tried 
here off and on, switching from ex- 
clusiveness to pop.\ The Tucker- 
Bernie scale is $2 couvert week 
days, $3 on Saturdays. They could 
have made it $3 and $4 and it would 
have been worth it when not so in 
the past for flop attractions. 

Miss Tucker’s welcome back to 
New York's night life was uproar- 
ious, enthusiastic and sincere. She 
is an unquestionable draw, and if 
Soph’'s plans permit for an extended 
stay in New York she can make a 
go of it all over again, as she did 
at her Playground last season be- 
fore engaging affairs with Le Maire. 

The opening night saw distin- 
guished, familiar and also notorious 
notables. 

The Shuberts get 10 per cent of 


the eross for rent, about $700 
weekly. ; 
Soph and Ben are a bargain if 


the impetus they are creating can 
be maintained for the future bene- 


in, Abel. 








Hunter 
road, New 


on the Pelham 


may yet get a break if Abraham & | 


Both are doubling from | 





fit of the room when they leave and | 
the more moderate floor show goes | 


Sam Stemp Back at Hunter Island 
Sam Stemp is again in charge of | 
Isiand Inn, 


York, 


NEW 


CABARET BILLS 


YORK 





Ann Chandler's Frolie 


Clab Mimic Dan Healy Rev 
Aan Chandler ReVicario & Norma 
Jack Duffy 
“Hotsy Totsy” 
Dolly Sterling 
Hanley Sis 
Jimmy Carr Bd 


Beaux Arts 


Arturo Gordoni 
Gordon! Celebrities 
Phyllis Fain 
Bleanor Blake 


Coco . 
Helen Morgan's 
Gleb Alsham Sith St Club 
Colored Revue 
Helen Morgan 
Club Lido 


Al B White 
Frances Williams Loretta McDermott 


Meyer Davis Orch 


Connie’s Inn Hofbrau 


Leonard Harper Rj Gladys Reed 
Allie Jackson Bd |lola Fletcher 
La Mae & Josine 
Frank Cornwell 
Gus Good 
Cornwell Orch 


Everglades 


Madelyn White 
Yvone Manoff 
Juliet Starr 


Sydney Boyd Hotel Ambassador 


eet Tommy Lyman 
nn Paulsen 
Charlotte Rey Bartes 


‘Lola & Vivian Larry Siry Orch 
Mile Sandra 
Brownie Walsh 
Bunny Weldon R 
Eddie Chester 
Jack Irving 


Kentucky Club 


Len Harper Rev 
Frank Radcliffe 
Adah Ward 


Joe Canduho Bd 
B & B Goins 
Margaret Sims 


wulveliy Louis Cole 


Parisian Nighte R/Kitty Brown 
Mort Downey 8 Choe Babies 
Ben Selvin Bd Duke Ellington Bd 





Kaickerbocker Grilt 


The Diplomats’ 
Diplomats Rev 


Mirador 
Yacht Club Boys 
Fuzzy Knight 
Johnny J’nson Bd 

McAlpin Hotel 
Ernie Golden Orch 


Sontmartre 
Miller & Farrell 
Delaune @ Revel 
Emil Coleman Bd 


Moulin Rouge 
Variety Show 
Betty Leonard 
Jack Edwards 
Specht Bd 


Palais D'Or 


Rolfe’s Revue 
B A Rolfe Bd 


Parody Clab 
Lou Clayton 
Eddie Jackson 
Jimmy Durante 
Durante Orch 


Paul Whiteman’s 


Paul Whiteman Or 
Whiteman Boys 
Marion Eddy 





Durant & Horain 





Pelham Heath Inn 


Al Shayne 
Shayne's Rev 
Ky Night Hawks 


Pennsylvania Hotel 
Roger Wolfe Kahn 


Richman Club 


Harry Richman 
Nate Leipsig 
Natacha Nattova 
Betsy Rees 


Alice Weaver 

M de Forrest 

Dave Bernie Bdé 
Ross-Fenton Clab 
Sophie Tucker 
Ben Bernie Bd 
Seven-Eleven Club 
Chas Cornell Rev 


Silver Slipper 


George Thorn 


Dan ; Healy 

Reryh Halley 

Jack White 

Ruby Keeler 
Eddie Edwards Bd 


Strand Root 


Godfrey Rev 
Frank Libuse 
Geo Olsen Bd 
Twin Oaks 
John Johnson Or 
Waldorf-Astoria 
Harold L’nard Ba 





CHICAGO 





Alame 


Harry Hart 
Gorman & Thayer 
Rick & Snyder 


Friars’ Inn 


Madelon McKinzie 
Billy Adams 
Beth Miller 


La Fevres Rosse & Ross 
Jack Housh Bill Paley Orch 
Al Handler Ba 
Frolics 
Cafe De Paris Phyllis Rae 


Ethel Waters 
Dave Peyton Bd 
Julia Gerity 


Chez- Pierre Harry Vernon 


Pierret Nuyten Rv| Bert Gilbert 


. ’ Jerry Conklin 
Earl Hoffman's Or Chas Straight Ba 


Dolly Morrisey 
Kerinoff & Maree } 


College Ina 
Collette Sis 
Sunny Eddy 
Bedalie Dean 
Leonard & Smith 
Maurie Sherman O 


Granada 
Billie Gerber 
Virginia Cooper 
Lee Sis 
Trixie Rose 
Ruth Schneider 
Paul Dunsmoor Bd 


Colosimos 
Betty Abbott Green Mil 
Irving Foster Joe Lewis 


Emma Adams 
Adeline Dossena 
Signor Pratti 
Joseph de lLucki 
Pete DeQuarto Bd 


Jimmy Ray 
Pauline Gaskin 
Gautier Sis 
Edith Murray 
Ilomay Bailey 
Sol Wagner’s Or 


Deauville 
Effie Burton Hollywood Barn 
Hazel Romaine Bank Sis 


Russell & Durbin 
Eleanor Bendell 
Vivienne Fellows Joy Lioyd 
Steppy Steppers Frank Sherman 
Louls Salamme Or/|M Brunnies Bd 


Hawson & Clark 
N & A West 





Kit Kat Club 
Louise Ploner 
Bob Heen 
Mrs Cleo Parsons 
Harvey & Conlin 
Carolyn La Ruez 
June Narwick 
E Caldwell Orch 


Parody ; Club 


Tilly Neiss 
Bobby Marcellos 
Flossie Sturgis 


Virginia Sheftall 
Harry Harris 
Jules Novit Bd 


Pershing Palace 
Ambassador Bd 


Rainbo Gardens 
Naomi Smith 
Lowell Gordon 
Josephine Taylor 
Gypsy Lenore 
J & M Gennings 
Katz & Kittens 


Sameovar 
Francis Alyse 


Carroll & Gorman 
Fred Waldte Bd 








Terrace Garden 


Olive O'’Neil 

Alfonso Pedroza 
Jack MacDowell! 
Herbie Mintz Or 


Town Club 


Violet Marse 
Harry Moon 
Helen Burke 
Jean Gage 
Harry Smith Orch 


Valentino 


Deloris Sherman 
Salerno Bros 
Margaret Williams 
Clay Orch 


Vanity Falr 


Sid Steppe 

Adele Walker 
Vierra Hawaiians 
Thelma Combes 
Buddy Fisher 
Lulu Swan 

Kay Renard 
Shirley Buford 
Vanity Fair Bd 


Venetian Room 


(Southmore Hotel) 
Lew Jenkins 
Moore & Edith 
Tracey & Duncan 
Art Cassell Bd 





MILWAUKEE 





Frolic 

Dot Daniels 
Syncopators Bd 
Golden Pheasant 
Clarence Merritt 
Georgia White 
Monzella Lewis 
Carrie Williams 
Banjo Red 


Sky Room 
June Hammond 
Tune Tinkers Bd 

Rathskeller 
Juanita 
Art Weber Bd 


Jefferson Inn 
Tom “The Cook” 





Phil Kestin 
Lucille Williams 
Buster Pintazzi 
Jefferson Bd 


Miami Gardens 
E L Rice 
Dix Cotton Pkrs Bd 


Moulin Rouge 





Jeanne LaMare 





Ralph Knolla 

Wondra 

Moulin Rouge Bd 
New High Life 

B'way Jones 

E Chapman 


J Ederbrook 








Miss Sedley 
Parodians 


Cotton Club 
Frank Montgomery 


Nightingale Rey 
Dixie Knights 
Doc Hyder Orch 


Whispering Ser’d'rs| Billy Williams Rae Cox Red and His Bd 
PHILADELPHIA 
Club Alabam Byron Sis Giersdorf Sis 


Virginia Roac 
Marcella Donovan 
H McDonald Orch 


Tony Francesco 
Del Marquis 
Meyer Davis Or 














Alice Kennedy Meyer Davis Orch 


Florence Berry 


Phil Jackson Orch T Pe. oad 
Carlton ompson rch 

Edward Wilson Ie Paradis 

J Slaughter Orch Walter Kolk 


’ Jack Golden 
Chantecler Charleston Sam 











i 





Walter Kolk Meyer Davis Orch 


Cadix Syncopation Rev Plecadilly Swanee Club 
Flo McClain ' iste Dandie 
Natalie & Darnelle 3enny Davis 1x10 andcies 
Eddie Davis Madrid Muriel & Fisher |Doc Strain 
Tom Ross Rosita Fontanas Phelps 2 Cotton Pickers’ Or 
Al Wohlman 
WASHINGTON 
Better ’Ole Paul Fidelman Mayflower St. Mark’s 


Sidneys Orch 


Mirador 
Phil Hayden 
M Harmon Orch 
Spanish Village 


Pete Borra’s Ent 
J O'Donnell Orch 








Spencer Tupman Or 
Swanee 

Martin Rueben 

Meyer Davis Orch 


Wardenan Part 
Dell & Jones 
Terita Shaeffer 
Moe Baer 
I Boernstein Orch 
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“HIP” PADLOCK 
DECISION 0. K. 


2-1 Affirmative Opinion in 
U. S. Higher Court 








Chicago, March 29. 
A two-to-one decision by three 
judges of the U. S. Court of Appeals 
upheld the injunction issued by 


Federal Judge Cliffe against the 
Moulin Rouge, Friars Inn and 
Tearny Town Club, local night 
clubs, on hip flask liquor charges. 

Judges A. B. Anderson and 
George T. Page confirmed the de- 
gion of the lower court, while Judge 
Samuel Alschuler issued a compro- 
mise opinion, advocating that thé 
cafes take their case to the Su- 
preme Court, 

Judge Cliffe ordered the three 
places padlocked for a year each 
on testimony of prohibition agents 
that patrons of the carbarets were 
seen to violate the Velstead act, 
despite that it was admitted by the 
agents that the patrons brought the 
liquor in the places themselves. 

In Judge Cliffe’s opinion the 
cabarets were violating the law 
through serving the patrons with 
ginger ale and ice, thereby aiding 
them to drink the illegal fluid. Also 
that any place wherein liquor is 
consumed is subject to be held for 
violation, whether the management 
is aware that liquor was brought in 
by the guest or not. 

Confirmation of the decision by 
the Court of Appeals came as a 
eerious blow to’ local hoter men. It 
is their opinion that the ruling, if 
becoming a precedent, will subject 
the hotels to closing without protec- 
tion. Also affected will be railroad 


_— 


—_——— 











DISTINCTIVE MUSIC 


Has always been a feature of 


ROBBINS-ENGEL, INC. 


Tickle the soles and please the souls 
of your audience with Robbins-Engel’s 
publications. Convince yourself with 


Our Three Big Hits 
“Calling” 
‘ll Always Remember You’ 
“Trail of Dreams” 


Published by 


ROBBINS-ENGEL, INC. | 
799 Seventh Avenue 
NEW YORK CITY 














CHARMING WALTZ BALLAD 


LULLABY MOON 


by the writer of 
“Most of All I Want Your Love” 
“When Twilight Comes,” Ete. 


W. A. QUINCKE & CO. 
430 So. B’way, Los Angeles, Cal. 
SEND FOR LATEST CATALOG 











trains, boats and practically all | 
public places, 

Attorneys for the cabarets are | 
preparing the case for a U. S. Su-| 
preme Court hearing. Meanwhile 
the Friars Inn and Town Club are| 
operating under restrainment of the | 
injunction, pending decision of the | 
high court, 


—— 
Gyping Waiters Sentenced 


Two waiters, members of a group 
of men and women employees of 
the Waldorf-Astoria Restaurant 
Company which fleeced the com- 





pany out of thousands of Aotiare, | 


were sertenced to the penitentiary 
to terms from s.x months up to 
three years by Judge Max 8S. Levine 
in General Sessions. They had 
pleaded guilty to grand larceny. 

The defendants were Anthony 
Calabreese, 47, of Hempstead Gar- 
dens, L. L, and Samuel Saler, 560, 
of £3 East 96th street. 

According to the hotel manage- 
ment, the two men with others 
worked a system of manipulating 
dinner checks in such a way that 
the restaurant lost from $200. to 
$400 a night. 

Those involved in the conspiracy 
split the proceeds, with Saler get- 
ting the greater portion. It was 
said the clique stole over $40,000 
over a period of two years. 


Lopez at Pavilion? 


Dealings may be concluded to 
have the Vincent Lopez Orchestra 
as the star attraction for the early 
summer at the Pavilion Royal on 
the Merrick road, L. L 

It is said Lopez is asking $2,500 
weekly for the engagement. 

The Pavilion is operated by John 
and Christc, who own the prop- 
erty. They had Lopez with them 
last summer at the Arrowhead Inn, 
Saratoga, and expect to again en- 
gage him for the race meeting in 
August. 


N. Y. JUDGMENT IN CALIF. 
Los Angeles, March 29. 

Evdokia Smirnova Achron wants 
Feodor Lodijensky to pay her 
$3,319. 

Judgment of that sum was 
granted Mme. Achron in a New 
York court as damages for alleged 
non-fullfillment of a contract held 
by herself and daughter to dance 
in a Russian cafe formerly ope- 
rated in New York by Lodijensky. 

Attorney M. G. C. Harris, repre- 
senting Mme. Achron, has applied 
in the local courts for judgment 
against Lodijensky, now a resident 
of California and employed in the 
scenario department of Metro- 
Goldwyn- Mayer. 














LONDON DANCERS GO BACK 
Betty Delaune and Billy Revel, 
London dance team, at the Club 
Montmartre, New York, for 25 
weeks, sailed March 26 for home. 
Delaune and Revel will return 
next October, and for the Mont- 





martre. 





$4,000 Bill Can’t Draw 


A Broadway nite club pay- 
ing $4,000 weekly for entertain- 
ment is said to have held under 
half capacity on Saturday 
night, and not over 60 people 
Sunday evening. 
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r ) (OPERATING A NITE CLUB—FOR WHAT 


Operating a nite club—for what? may well be asked, if a sample te 


be related here of a club not selling liquor is the criterion > 

This nite club, in the Times Square section, has a capacity of 350. Its 
coveur is $2 week nights and $3 on the week's end Operating expenses 
include the cost of entertainment with band, $3,900 per week ($2,000 
for the draw attraction and $1,900 for the orchestra “name’”) Ten per- 
cent of the gross goes to the owners of the building as weekly rent. 
Cost of food, waters and incidentals, including waiters (kitchen directly 
operated) reaches about $2,000 on the week. That is a total overhead, 


including estimated rental, of $6,600. 


On the receipts an average of $4 per person is maintained week days, 


} with $5 on the week end. Only concession income includes coat room 
, : | and tobacco, $300 weekly. Saturday night < 5 ¢ acity 
Phil Miller, previously with the ag mig Baral a aa 2 iy night at $5 or capac pd Be. gross 
- - : 400. §& ‘ g ; > Si > re Ft g 
Foster publishers, is now Chicago| ¢1 956. sronany 4 + m ; ve reg _ ur ry around 250 poopie, 
sousenentative fer Rebbine-Resd. j g 0 perhaps at , $506 Tuesday night, 200 


Inc, 





Ben Pollack and his Victor Re-! 
cording orchestra will open in the| 
Green Mill cafe, Chicago, for an 
indefinite engagement starting | 
April 6. 





Bernie Cummins and orchestra 
have been booked in by Johnny 
Hamp into the Biltmore. 





Julie Wintz and 10 men succeed | 
Frank Cornwell May 11 at Jans- 
sen’s Hofbrau, New York, when 
the latter takes his orchestra to 
the Blossom Heath Inn, Detroit. 





Arthur Gershwin, younger brother 
of George and Ira, has entered the 
Metro-Goldwyn offices, New York. 
He is attached to the sales depart- 
ment. 





Il. Carlos Meier has resigned as 
organist at the Capitol, Des Moines, 
succeeded by Ralph Jones, former 
Strand theatre organist. 





George Latsch, featured organist 
at the Metropolitan, new Publix 
house in Euston, Texas, has been 
engaged for the new house open- 
ing at Tenafly, N. J., shortly. He 
leaves for England in September to 
visit his mother, who is ill. 





Leon Vavara this week becomes 
leader at the Granada, San Fran- 
cisco (pictures), in place of Eddie 
Peabody. 





Roy Bergers and Buddy Lee, 
vaudeville, open at the Blossom 
Heath, Detroit, May 11. 





Mexican Boycott 





Washington, March 29. 

If the labor organization backing 
President Calles of Mexico hag its 
way then jazz bands of American 
origin will be barred herewith from 
the Southern Republic. 

The barring, though not an of- 
ficial governmental act, is, in 
actuality, a further development of 
the boycott on American pictures, 
reported several weeks ago and 
which has worked such hardships 
on the Mexican theatre owners. 

Not only is the boycott now ex- 
tended to the jazz bands but it also 
includes musical instruments, ac- 
cording to the list just received by 


to a one-year 


reopened a night club as announced. 





the Department of Commerce here. 


at $4, $800; Wednesday, Thursday and Friday will aggregate 700, $2,800. 
Total, $7,100, without bouncing checks charged off. 

It leaves a net of $490 for the house, if it draws the business as men- 
tioned. That is doubtful, excepting for Sat irday night. 

The only thing the proprietors look for is 
every night, which is impossible. 

They assumed the overhead in reality, from accounts, 
creditors. 


a miracle, of near capacity 


to stave off 
With “names” the place seemed assured of doing more busi- 
ness, and the creditors more agreeable to wait. 

At $4 per head for an average and a $2 coveur charge, while one 
bottle of water at $1 to a person is expected, the average leaves $1 per 
person for food. It’s the same at the $5 average, bringing up what a 
comparatively small kitchen trade a nite club does when closing at the 
curfew hour. There has been no way found by restaurant men to im- 
prove the eating checks in a nite club unless an all-night club. 

Exactly what difference a “selling” nite club could show is immaterial 
here, where it may be seen that a place obligates itself to a $6,600 weekly 
overhead with a profit of not over $500 in sight. 

A selling place, however, figures that at least 60 percent of its gross 
weekly business should be profit—some figure as high as 80 percent, 


including entertainment, unless the entertainment is exceptionally high 
salaried. 





Tearney’s Raided Again; 
May Close Town Club 


Chicago, March 29. 
It looks like curtains for Al Tear- | there. 
ney’s Town Club, one of the three Pe offer _ also —o for 
b al i. eet Gallagher, with the manage- 
cabarets taking the hip flask ment offering to rename it the 
liquor charges to the Supreme Lucky Club, if Gallagher can ob- 
court. tain consent from Dillingham te 
Running under restrainment of 


double from the “Lucky” show. 

Federal Judge Cliffe’s padlock de- 

cree, the Town Club was again —= 
raided Saturday night by prohibi- 
tion agents, who gathered enough 
evidence this trip to cause the ar- 
rest of Tearney and W. C. Hoss- 
man, waiter. Also arrested were 
four patrons of the cafe, who were 
found to have liquor on their per- 
son. 

Besides booze on the tables, the 
15 raiding agents say they found 
numerous bottles of champagne, 
bourbon, Scotch and gin in an ice 
box in the cabaret’s kitchen. 

According to Alex G. Jamie, local 
enforcement head who ordered the 
raid, evidence obtained places Tear- 
ney in contempt of court and liable 
sentence on the 


Padlock Club Wants 

Names are wanted by the Pad- 
lock Club on 60th street. Hilda 
Ferguson is one who may open 








charge. 





Guinan Opening? 
Some talk has been occasioned 
through Texas Guinan not having 





A CHOP HOUSE 
QF EXCEPTIONAL MERIT 


156-8 WEST 48TH STREET 


It is. said Miss Guinan has been 
rehearsing a chorus for several 
days. 

No exact reason for the delay is 
reported, though there are surmises. 








East of Broadway ———+ 




















ROSS 





GORMAN ( nis. 


and His ORCHESTRA—10 Men in All 
Including His “VIRGINIANS” 


WEAF and WABC 
Radio Artists 


ON TOUR 


For Open Time After May 7 Write or Wire 


“ROSS GORMAN,” 1576 Broadway, New York City 


HAROLD OXLEY, Special Representative on Road : 


OF VICTOR RECORD FAME 





PHONOGRAPH RECORDS 
Gennett, Harmony, Edison, Columbia, Cameo, Victor 
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OPENING GREEN MILL CAFE, CHICAGO, APRIL 6 


* BEN POLLACK anpas VICTOR RECORDING ORCHESTRA 


Direction MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 
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ANIMAL TRAINER SHOT: 


FELLOW WORKER HELD 





Los Angeles, March 29. 
Emerson, 25, 
with the Al 


George 
trainer 


the bullet lodged in his lung Feb. 


15 in a shooting fray with Scotty} 


Wonderle, another animal trainer. 

It is still doubtful whether 
Emerson will live. Meanwhile he 
ig without funds and Wonderle is 
free on $2,500 bail. 

Mrs. Emerson denied a statement 
made by Wonderle ‘o Judge 
Charles MacCoy that her husband 
had forgiven his assailant. 


SIGN COS. COMBINE 


Norden Theatrical Sign Co. has 





combined with the General Outdoor | 


Electric Sign Co., giving the former 
a total of 22 factories throughout 
the country. 


Largest with “Parade” 


Granger, Ia., March 29. 

Robbins’ Bros. Circus, wintering 
here, will open April 23 in Des 
Moines, playing a week stand until 
the show is organized and its rou- 
tine smoothed out. May 1 the first 
road date will be played at Bald- 
win park, Quincy, Ill Its paper 
this year heralds it as “The largest 
circus in America still presenting 
a free street parade.” 











Wash. Park Opens June 1 


Chicago, March 29. 

Washington Park race track re- 
opens June 1. The track is spon- 
sored by the Washington Park 
Jockey Club, of which Bob Sweit- 
zer, county clerk, is president, and 
Bob Sconecker, of the Arcus Ticket 
Company, secretary-treasurer, 

The track closed last season 
with a deficit, paying off the Amer- 
fean Derby with a bouncing check. 
A settlement was made later. 


. + 
Barnes’ Opening April 4 
Los Angeles, March 29. 
Al G. Barnes Circus will begin its 
Los Angeles engagement at Prager 
Park circus grounds for one week 
commencing April 4. 
James J. Jeffries and Tom Shar- 
key are featured in the billing. 








Union Favors Carnivak 


Dubuque, Iowa, March 29. 
Local Trades and Labor congress 
is on record as opposed to the adop- 
tion of an ordinance prohibiting 
carnival companies from showing 
within the city limits, 





GOLIATH PINCHED B’GOSH 


Newburgh, N. Y., March 29. 

Officer VanNess, a member of the 
Hornell police force, made himself 
the pride of the village by arresting 
Captain Gulliver, said to be the 
largest man in the world. 

Some time ago the giant, eight 
feet, four inches tall, made his ap- 
pearance in Hornell. 


The big boy got tangled up in a 
himself 
lick all 
comers. Van Ness accepted the 
challenge and made good by run- 


liquor party and made 
Prominent by offering to 


ning him into court. 


animal 
G. Barnes 
Circus and at Universal City Zoo, 
lies seriously ill in the Queen of 
the Angels hospital as a result of 


Gambling Devices Out 


Davenport, Ia., March 29. 

Dice games, punch boards on 
which candy, baseball tickets or 
merchandise may be won, and all 
other games of chance in Daven- 
port and Scott county must go by 
April 1. 

This was the order give: County 
Attorney John ‘Vier by James Ris- 
den, chief of the Iowa state depart- 
| ment of justice in Des Moines. 


NO FAIR AT LANSING? 
Lansing, Mich, March 29. 
Lansing may not hold the Central 
Michigan fair this fall. Site and 
building have been purchased by a 
group of horse lovers who have or- 
ganized the Bridle and Saddle Club. 


‘LIAR’ AND ‘BUM ACTOR’ 


(Continued from page 1) 
front page editorials regarding the 
matter. 

The situation started when War- 
wick, together with his two sup- 
porting members, arrived from 
Seattle, for three days at the local 
Orpheum, Warwick presented his 
sketch, “One of the Finest,” which 
was reported proving popular all 
along the Orpheum circuit. 

When the dramatic critic of ‘the 
paper, Mrs. Myrtle Couche, caught 
the plavlet, on Warwick’s opening 
performance, she did not think 
much of it, and panned it in her 
review the next day. 

Her notice said that “neither the 
star nor his vehicle ysused much 
enthusiasm,” that “the act is melo- 
dramatic and unconvincing,” and 
“that the supporting members of 
the little company did very me- 
diocre work.” 

In the same review the critic 
spoke well of Jack Haley, who, with 
Flo MacFadden, followed the sketch, 
explaining that Haley was the real 
headliner, if popularity is a cri- 
terion. 

This unfavorable writeup got to 
Warwick, after all the other critics 
had praised his effort. Warwick ad- 
dressed the following letter to Mrs. 
Couche, on the eve of his departure 
for San Francisco: 

Mrs. Couche, 

Dear Madame: 

I've just read your charming 
notice of my sketch and my com- 
pany. This act has played every 
large city included in the Orpheum 
Circuit and everywhere has been 
received favorably and has been an 
acknowledged success. 

IT must come to Portland, though, 











Runkle Marries Widow 


Los Angeles, March 29. 

Milt S. Runkle, known as a life- 
long bachelor, surprised the coast’s 
tent contingent by marrying Mrs. 
Pearl Waugh, widow of the late 
outdoor showman, at Brawley, Cal., 
March 26. 

Runkle is manager of the Abner 
K. Kline carnival and shows. 


Mid-West Circus Openings 


Chicago, March 29. 

Opening dates for circusses in the 
middle west: 

Sells-Flote, April 16, Coliseum, 
Chicago; under canvas May 2, Peru, 
Ind. 

Hagenbeck- Wallace, April 23, An- 
derson, Ind. 











John Robinson, April 22, West 
Baden, Ind. 

101 Ranch, April 24, Marland, 
Okla. 


Robbins Bros, (Buchanan), April 
24, Perry, Ia. 

Barnum-Ringling Circus, Garden, 
New York,-April 14. 





Floods at Peru 


Peru, Ind., March 29. 

High Hoosier waters threatened 
the American circus corporation 
headquarters here last week. It 
was necessary to move a rflumber of 
animals to higher ground because 
of the overflow of the Wabash and 
Mississinewa rivers. 

Ten elephants were drowned in 
1923 and no chances are being 
taken this time. 


$325,000 FLOP 


(Continued from page 1) 

in any single production, musical 
or dramatic, in which latter di- 
vision “The Ladder” is. 

It is nearing the completion of 








its sixth month at the Waldorf and 


the loss is said to be $10,000) 
weekly. 

Under the original contract, 
Davis was to have the privilege of 
rewriting the play. That.is being 
accomplished now, despite the long 
lapse since the premiere. Shortly 
the critics will be asked to re- 
review the play. The present pace 
is around $3,000 gross weekly, prin- 
cipally from cut rate sources, 
Brock Withdrew 


Brock Pemberton presented the 





to be insulted by some nincompoop 
hack writer like yourself. What 
you say of me ts of no consequence, 
but when you state that the lady 
and gentlemen supporting me are 
“very mediocre,” I say that you are 
a liar. Robert Warwick. 
Paper Printed Letter 

After receiving this letter from 
Warwick, the critic turned it over 
to the editor, who printed War- 
wick’s letter together with a front 
page smash condemning the dra- 
matic star for taking the action 
that he had. The editor also did 
not fail to throw in a few words of 
the most personal nature in defense 
of his employe. 

The following letter written by 
Fred Boalt, editor, was published 
together with Warwick’s letter: 

“T have never seen this actor ‘in 
person.’ 
portrays the well 
chivalrous gentleman. 











TINSEL 
METAL CLOTH 


FOR DROPS 


36 in. wide at 75c a yd. and up 


A full line of gold and silver bro- 
cades, metal cloths, gold and silver 
trimmings, rhinestones, spangles, 
tights, opera hose, etc., etc., for stage 
costumes. Samples upon request. 


J. J. Wyle & Bros., Inc. 


(Successors to Siegman & Well) 
18-20 East 27th Street 
NEW YORK 





ently hypocritical and feigned. 


unadvertised 


actor!” 
Critic a Business Woman 


conservativeness. 


personal 


atres, Inc, 
While Mrs. 











SCENERY 


and DRAPERIES 


business woman. 








critic on the local four dailies. 


On the screen he usually 
groomed and 
In private 
life I know he is not a chivalrous 
gentleman, although I suppose he is 
well groomed. He knew the sex of 
his critic because he addressed her 
as ‘dear madam.’ His jealousy for 
the reputations of ‘the lady and 
gentleman supporting me’ is pat- 


“He was simply sore because an 
‘dance - and - chatter’ 
act ‘stole the show’ away from him. 

“I do not need more evidence than 
his letter to know that Warwick ts 
a consummate ass as well as a bum 


Mrs. Couche has been connected 
with the Portland “News” (Scripps- 
Howard) for the past four years, 
and has always been noted for her 


Her husband, Charles Couche, is 
representative for J. J. 
Parker, local theatre owner, who 
controls several houses, in conjunc- 
tion with the North American The- 


Couche is regarded 
by local theatre men as very strict 
and business like, with leniency her 
secondary choice, she is a very keen 
Since becoming a 
writer on the “News” she has in- 
creased that paper’s theatrical ad- 
vertising tremendously, and has the 


| reputation of being the only woman 
SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO Columbes, 0 | 1 


show until two weeks ago, when 
he requested Davis to accept his 
resignation as general manager of 
the project. Pemberton is an old 
friend of Davis’, as is J. Frank 
Davis who wrote “The Ladder.” It 
was with the idea of aiding them 
that he suggested the play’s pro- 
duction. He had cleaned up a for- 
tune in Texas oil and as in former 
stages of his career he started 
spending, and plenty. 

Pemberton withdrew because ac- 
quaintances on Broadway were 
joshing ‘him about “taking” Davis. 


the presentation and 
separated them in business as far 
as the show ig concerned. Several 
times since the show opened Davis 
asked how long it should be con- 
tinued, Pemberton answering it 
was cold and should be taken off. 
Each time Davis has came back 
with: “Well, guess we'll continue 
it another 10 weeks.” 
Davis Gives Freely 

Davis sold out his oil interests in 
Texas for $12,000,000 about two 
years ago. Since then he has given 
away half his fortune, ‘it is said. 
His home town is Campello, Mass., 
shoe manufacturing center, where 
he was successful in that business. 
With his health broken he took a 
trip around the world during which 
he conceived the idea that led to 
his first fortune. The plan was to 
establish rubber plantations in- 
stead of having natives bring in 
the raw product from the jungles. 

The romance of Davis’ career, 
from accounts, started with his as- 
sociation with the U. S. Rubber 
Company, manufacturers of tires. 
Plantations were established in 
Sumatra, It was not long before 
he left the company a millionaire. 

Shortly thereafter he wag in- 
duced to loan $75,000 in a wildcat 
oil prospect in Texas. It flivvered 
but with Yankee perseverance, 
Davis decided to get that money 
back from Texas. He went broke 
doing it, selling his motor cars and 
even his furniture in New York. 
Engaging a geologist, property that 
promised oil was found. 

Davis had borrowed money from 











Friendship drew them together in} 
friendship | 


—— ——» 


OBITUARY 





JAS. A. BYRNE 


Jas. A. Byrne, 59, of the famous 
Byrne Brothers, who gained inter- 
national note in “Eight Bells,” died 
March 19 at the Cooper Hospital, 
Camden, N. J. Death followed two 
weeks’ illness from pneumonia. 
Two brothers survive, Andrew 
Byrne, of Norwich, Conn., and John 
¥, Byrne, of Brooklyn N. Y. 

The deceased last appeared in the 
Philadelphia Sesqui spectacle, 
“Freedom.” He was born in Nor- 


In Memory of My Beloved Wife 


MRS. E. E. NICKERSON 


Died March 8, 1927 
REST IN PEACE 
Your Loving Husband 


EDWARD E. NICKERSON 


wich, Conn. His first show travels 
started with his younger brother, 
Matthew, deceased, with the Irwin 
Brothers Circus, as an acrobat. 

_ With “Eight Bells” the Byrne 





Brothers toured the country for 20 
consecutive years, also in Hanlon's 
“Superba,” to both of which the) 
surviving Byrnes still retain all, 
rights, 





MRS HARRY VAN HOVEN 
(Nora Huster) 


The wife of Harry Van Hoven, 
publicity director of the Whitehurst 
Theatres, Baltimore, died at Eudo- 
wood Sanitarium, near that city, 
March 27, following a long illness. 
Mrs. Van Hoven was a victim of 
tuberculosis. Mr, Van Hoven was) 
at his wife’s bedside when she 
passed away. In his pocket was a 
telegram informing him of the seri- 
ous illness of his aged mother in 
Chicago. Returning to the city 
Sunday evening Mr. Van Hoven 
found another wire telling of his 
mother’s death. Mrs. Harry Van 
Hoven was buried in Baltimore 
Tuesday, the husband leaving im- 
mediately afterwards for Chicago. 
Mrs. Katherine Splane, Mr. Van 
Hoven’s mother, leaves another son, 
Frank Van Hoven, vaudeville actor, 
playing Detroit at the time of his 
mother’s death. He left for Chicago 
Sunday to join his brother and ac- 
company their mother’s body to 
Sioux City for interment. 

Mrs. Harry Van Hoven profes- 
sionally known as Nora Huster, 
was a vaudeville and dramatic 
actress prior to her marriage. 





HARRY GLAZIER 


Harry Glazier, 29, stock actor, 
died March 22 at his home 206 
West Windsor Road, Glendale, Cal., 
of acute indigestion. Physicians 
worked for an hour in an effort 
to save Glazier’s life but failed. 








Glazier was a son of the late 


New York’s 
Most Beantifal 
Funeral Home 


Harry Glazier formerly a member 
of the old Burbank stock. 





Frank McCarthy, 45, for 25 years 
a musician with Broadway and 
road musical comedies, died re- 
cently in the Mayo Institute, 
Rochester, N. Y. He was with the 
road “Rose-Marie” when forced to 
stop work by stomach trouble. Mr. 
McCarthy leaves a wife and two 
children in Cleveland, where he 
made his home. Funeral services 
were held there by the Elks. 





John McKeefrey, 
tractor 


general con- 
and New York theatre 


builder, died at his home, 307 
Clinton avenue, Brooklyn, N. , 
last week. Among the New York 


houses he built were the Lyric, 
44th S.reet, 39th Street, Carroll and 
Winter Garden. He was born in 
Saugerties, N. Y. His two sons, 
William and Howard, will continue 
the firm of John McKeefrey, Inc. 





Mrs. Alice F, Steele, 49, an elo- 
cutionist, often heard over radio 
station WBZ, died at Springfield, 
Mass. She leaves a husband, four 
sons and two daughters. 





Frank Devlin, about 45, stage 


carpenter, recently employed at the 
Amsterdam theatre, New York, and 


in past seasons on the road, died 
March 24 In New York. 

Devlin came to the New York 
Theatrical Protective Union No. 1 


IN MEMORY 
of My Dear 


MOTHER 


who passed away 
March 27th, 1927 


ANK VAN EOVER 


from Lowell, Mass., transferring 
from the, Lowell local. 





Mes. Ciara (Dot) Adair, 58, wife 
of Art Adair, circus clown and 


comedian, died in Los Angeles 
March 20. Burial in Chicago 
March 29, 





Dad Carmen, 78, gateman at the 


Charlie Chaplin studio, Hollywood, 


for the past 12 years, died March 28 
at the General Hospital, Los An- 
geles. Funeral will be held March 
29, the body to be interred in Salt 
Lake City. 





Funeral services for Marty Ford 
were conducted at the Riverside 
Memorial Chapel, March 26. De- 
@eased died in Australia Feb. 19, 
where he was appearing in “Abie's 
Irish Rose,” the remains being 
brought back to New York, his 
home, 





The mother of Sammy Steppe 
died in Pittsburgh, March 25. 





RIVERSIDE MEMORIAL CHAPEL 


76th St. and Amsterdam Ave. 


PHONE: 


ENDICOTT 6600 °Ysii3e73crnec 


World-wide Connection 





DEATHS ABROAD 


Paris, March 20. 
Paul Harel, 76, French poet, died 
at Echauffour, Normandy, where 
he kept a small country inn. 
Daniel Berthelot, well-known 
French physician and author. 


Liane Revanche (Mme. Henrt 
Hass), French authoress. 
Serafino Renzi, Italian actor, 


died at Bellinzona. 

Paulin Marchand, professor at 
the Belgian Conservatory of Music, 
Brussels. 

Georges Docquois, 64, French 
poet-playwright, following an oper¢- 
ation. 





when the first well gushed. An 
eight-mile tract was developed 
known as the Luling Field with 
something like 300 derricks work- 
ing. This land he sold to the Mag- 
nolia company, subsidiary to 
Standard Oil. 
Donations In Millions 

That done Davis started spend- 
ing again. He gave $1,000,000 to 
the State of Texas to develop 
farming and another million to 
Massachusetts for a poor children 
foundation, In the gopher town of 
Luling he built two country clubs, 





one for the white people and the 
other for the blacks. And he did 
not forget Campello, where he built 
&® swimming pool among other 


| 


some of the men who were in on! things. 
the rubber deal but he faced ruin, | 


Davis is guaranteeing the Wal- 


dorf theatre $4,500 weekly. He 
could have betteréd the terms sev- 
eral times since moving there but 
has refused to do so. The same 
sum was guaranteed the Mansfield 
for the first month and “The 
Ladder” might have still been 
there but for the theatre figuring 
better profits with another attrac- 
tion: 


Davis believes he was placed on 
earth to do good, which may ex- 
plain his lavish disbursement of 
money. He also has a hobby. It 
is reincarnation, the theme of “The 
Ladder.” When the show left the 


Mansfield, Davis secured the names 
of every one connected with the 





house and even the cop on the 
corner, distributing $20 gold pieces 
to each, 
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VARIETY’S CHICAGO OFFICE 


HAL HALPERIN in Charge 
Ytate-Lake Theatre Bi4g., Suite 520 
Ceiutral 0644-4401 





CHICAGO 


Letter List. 


Professionals have the free use of Variety's 
Chicago Office for information. Mail may 


be addressed care Variety. State-Lake he- 
atre Bidg., Chicago. 
to call, forwarded or advert'sed in Variety's 


it will be held subject 








“Paradise” for Chumps 


On State street, south of Van 
Buren, is a standup girlie show 
which has been doing a nice busi- 
ness for some time. It never gets 


any repeats. 
The chumps parting with two- 
bits for the privilege of seeing 


something which they hope will be 
considerably low-down, enter a 
fairly large room with no seats and 
with a small raised stage at the 
rear end. Lined up around the 
walls are picture machines seen in 
penny arcades, all with snappy 
come-on photos pasted above them. 

On a platform near the front of 
the room a spieler peddles little 
periscopic novelties which permit 
one to see in one direction while 
he looks in another. The bally for 
these instruments is concentrated 
on possible future opportunities to 
see girls in various and maybe 
complete phases of undress while 
they think you are looking the other 
way. . 

6 Weary Girls and Chairs 


After the speiler has exhausted 
the buying power for the periscopes 
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When in Chicago 
Visit These Hits 








SAM H. HARRIS ye, sat 
SAM H. HARRIS Presents 


CRADLE 
SNATCHERS 


With MARY BOLAND 


ii. 3, O00DSs’ ane tily at 8:30 

~ as, ed. and Sat. 
DELPHI Seats 4 Wks. in Advance 
4. H. WOODS Presents 


FLORENCE REED 


IN THE DRAMATIC SENSATION 


“THE SHANGHAI 
GESTURE” 


By JOHN COLTON 


Staged by GUTHRIE McCLINTIO 


MATINEES 
Wednesday & Saturday 


CHARLES DILLINGHAM Presents 


BEATRICE LILLIE 
ws iene! “OH PLEASE!” 


CHARLES WINNINGER 
SELWYN Mat. Thurs. & Sat. 


ALBERT LEWIS Presents 
THE GRBAT MYSTERY PLAY 


THE DONOVAN AFFAIR 


By OWEN DAVIS 
ORIGINAL CAST, FULTON THEA, N.Y. 
Phoebe Foster, Eleanor Woodruff, Robert 
Hudson, Niles Welch, Miriam Doyle, 
Dodson Mitchell, Paul Harvey and others 
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Twice Dally 


AUDITORIUM Twi, Pally 


The Spectacular Triumph 


“OLD IRONSIDES” 


James Cruze’s Paramount Production 








he directs their attention to 
stage, encouraging them to crowd | 
around it as closely as a brass rail- 
ing permits. A pianist and drum- | 
mer are seated between the railing 
and the stage. 

The small curtain raises and a 
miniature stage with six kitchen 
chairs on it is revealed. Then six 
weary girls, clad in dirty but all- 
concealing costumes and with their 
faces painted on a wholesale scale, 
come on to do their stuff. They 
sing and dance, neither hot nor 
well. And the chumps, realizing 
that they have been legitimately 
tricked out of two-bits or more, 
either leave the place disgustedly 
or wait for a possible “blow-off.” 

These waiters are caught again, 
for as the terrible show is com- 
pleted they are induced. to come 
into a side room for another two- 
bits and witness some “art posing.” 
This “posing” is done by the same 
six girls, completely covered with 
something that might be winter 
underwear. 

Though they never come back, 
the place is still doing good busi- 
ness. 





Toadstools on the Road 
Mr. Volstead’s 18th arid com- 
mandment has given birth to some 
strange palates among the younger 
generation in Chi. In the summer 
months the young  night-lifers 


cops wrap him in a straightjacket 
and worked himself free in eight 
minutes. The feat left 
hausted he fell to the stage and was 
assisted off by a helper. 

It wasn’t Hardeen’s fault, 
was sad. Especially when he was 
one of the two relied on to provide 
the money’s worth. 

The other was Helen Menken, 
legit actress, assisted by four peo- 
ple in a “condensed version” of 
“Seventh Heaven.” Evidently 
heaven can’t be condensed with 
much success, The sketch, built 
high in emotions, didn’t have enough 
time to get hot, with the result of 
tragedy turned comedy in several 
spots. Miss Menken worked hard 
to carry it along, but the task was 
impossible. If she plays many of 
the three-a-days she'll need a hos- 
pital staff. 

Support was shabby at times 
with many lines coming out as reci- 
tations. 

Another sketch on the nine-act 
bill, “Envy,” with Arthur Aylisworth 
and written by Edwin Burke. One 
sketch was enough. This one con- 
cerned comedy ranging from a rich 
wife’s snobbishness to a poor wife's 
jealousy. The husbands, old friends, 
hold a get-together. It’s cat antics 
from the moment the women meet 
each other. Aylsworth is the less 
affluent husband and hasn’t as 





crank up the painted lizzie and 


much individual work as his feature 


him so ex-| 
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head for the country roads. As they 
drive along with the femmes they 
stop at various hot dog stands and 
call for bottles of orange pop. Then 
they haul out a bottle of alky from 
under the back seat and pour some 
of it into the orange. 

It’s a neat drink if you like toad- 
stools. m 

Another evidence of the benefit 
of prohibition was demonstrated by 
a blase young girl friend whose 
jellybean accompanist showed 
her a supposedly good pint of bour- 
bon that he had bought for the 





evening. 
“My,” she exclaimed, “I should 
think a fellow with your money 


could afford to buy gin!” 





Orpheum bookers and a train 
wreck combined to give the Palace 
one of the worst bills it has had 
since Mayor Dever made his dedi- 
cation speech several months ago. 

Hardeen, Houdini’s brother, was 
in the train wreck. He came from 
Columbus, unaccompanied by scen- 





ery or props. Explaining his pre- 
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billing would indicate. The other 
three, unbilled, work enthusiastically 
for pretty good returns. As the only 
sketch on a bill this would be okeh. 

The customary unheadlined head- 
liner this week turned out to be Will 
and Gladys Ahern and brother, cop- 


act that started out as almost a flop. 
The trio are dressed as Mexicans 
and work before a locale drop. The 
kid is a great dancer, his sister a 
great looker, and the young bro 
there on the piano. 
of opening stuff, worked for funnier 
lines, this would be a wow. 


dances and plays the fiddle, danced 
better than anything, and that not 
particularly outstanding. Act was 
second and off quietly. 

Ethel Davis, “billed as late or 
“Greenwich Follies,” 


has a gent at the piano, 
seventh and went fair. 

“Ballet Caprice,” dance act with 
a giveaway name, followed, to con- 
tinued fair with unsettled conditions 
in the offing. 
being walkouts. 
expensively and looks nice enough 
for good picture houses. It suffered 
from‘dead material preceding rather 
than faults of its own. Broderick 
and Felson are featured, with George 
Choos presenting. At no time does 
‘the act get jazzy. 

“Shadowgraph,” the shadow illu- 
sion worked by people behind a 
sheet with the customers wearing 
red and green glasses, closed. The 
trick has been worked all over town 
but there is some novelty left in it 
and the bill needed everything. One 
girl “undressed” behind the screen, 
which should set the burlesque 
scouts hot after it. 

The Six American Bedfords, fine 
risley act, opened. The boys look 
American enough for anyone, and 
the diversion from Oriental outfits 
is a great plug. 

No real comedy on the bill. Joe 
Cook was supposed to have been 
here in his second week but he’s at 


the State-Lake instead. Loop. 
It’s the shell game. The shell 
game without the pea. Watch 


closely. Look, here’s your haif a 
buck admission and over here’s an 
entertaining vaudeville show. Watch 
closely now. Zip! Where are they? 
Both gone! The former has been 
pocketed and the latter never was. 
Just an illusion, boys. Step right in 
and see it again. 

“World’s Best Vaudeville,” say 
the lights. This is the Majestic. 
Bad show this week, bad even for 
small time. Not an acrobat on the 
bill. 

George Lovett’s “thought trans- 











mission” ig not as mystifying as it 
should be. Two women, one at the 


ping first applause honors with an | 


With revision 


Ewing Eaton, little girl who sings, | 


sings special | 
songs with long patter intervals and | 
Spotted 


Unsettled conditions | 
The act is dressed | 


the; dicament, he had a couple of local, piano and the other with violin and 


| blindfolded on the stage, with Lov- 
ett racketeering among the cus- 
tomers. Songs and questions written 


on distributed cards, the same 
played and answered by the wom- 
en. Apparently, from an audience 
viewpoint, there is no code. But 
from remarks in the audience it 


seems those who were to be com- 
pletely fooled were only partially so. 
An automatic and somewhat stet 
manner of ballyhooing fails to place 
ihe audience in the proper mood. 
The same trick is handled more 
loftly by Mercedes, whose turn is 
like Lovett’s in every detail 

Marie Stoddard, still single-ing. 
Marie did fairly with her clownish 
impressions of a cabaret show and 
ditto gagging with the leader, 
through whom she got four laughs 
by accusing him of looking beyond 
the hem of her skirt. The leader's 
wife must love that. Marie did 
nothing much else. 

Saxton and Farrell have a spe- 
cial drop and a laugh finish, plac- 
ing them above the Majestic’s usual 
assortment of mixed comedy teams. 
Their turn should provide them 
with plenty of. trouping in the in- 
termediates, which they presumably 
know all aboyt. 

Holly come nearer to stopping the 
show than any of his running mates 
with an entertaining song and talk 
turn. Holly ends his name with a 
question mark to provide for a 
freak opening, singing a chorus 
from the wings in’ a clear feminine 
voice that is of better quality than 
most female. impersonators pos- 
sess. He drops the dame angle on 
entrance in overalls, and may be 
commended for that. The customers 
liked Holly and he went to a hit. 

Loretta Gray and Co. (5) is a 
flash act, the flash provided by a 
good looking set and Miss Gray’s 
unusual toe stepping. Girl and man, 
dancers, and girl piano duo in sup- 
port, all competent. Miss Gray’s 
hock stepping duwn a flight of 
stairs on her toes gives a wow 
finish to an act quite mild until 
agg The trick looks difficult and 
8. 

Tabor and Greene, two-man 
blackface, went to an encore on 
the strength of the singing voice of 
one. Their talk holds a few laughs, 
but the proportion is small. Inser- 
tion and subtraction in the laugh 
department would help. 

“Banjoland” doesn’t warrant elght 
salaries until one of the boys steps 
out with a riot acrobatic dance for 








the finish. Seven 
simultaneously are 
frequent 


banjos playing 
bound to cause 
discord and the case is 
here, though the string music is 
okay on the whole. The only girl 
in the turn is a hard shoe stepper, 
ind her three numbers are one too 
many. 

Those who didn’t turn around te 
look upstairs might still think busli- 
ness was good Sunday afternoon. 





It's a good looking house, new 
Palace, built by Gregory & Barnesek 
in Cicero, of bootlegging gunmen 
renown. Almost too good-looking 
for the environment, and better 
looking than anything the Cicero 
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MR. EZ KEOUGH, popular Chicago agent, 
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inhabitants have seen in Cicero un- 
til now. But there's dough in Cic- 
ero. That the house will prove a 
money getter is no long shot. 


Little competish, with Gregory & 
Barnesek themselves controlling the 
little there is. The Parthenon, us- 
ing the same policy as the Palace, 
is G. & B. owned, and the nearest 
theatre playing stage stuff. A small 
straight picture house around the 
corner from the Palace will not hurt. 

They gave ‘em a strong bill open- 
ing week. Too strong, perhaps. 
That the Association will be able to 
continue to supply the Palace with 
vaude of the initial program’s cal- 
ibre is doubtful, Ciceroians might 
get wise. 


Little Pipifax, one of four stand- 
ard acts in the five-turn bill, opened. 
They seem to revel in roughhouse in 
Cicero, and if Pip didn’t satisfy, no 
one will. This turn changes little 
with the years, retaining the superb 
tumbling and clowning, with a 
smattering of legit acrobatics, but 
remains a riot. 


Pair of Jacks, two-man singing 
and piano, exhibited some deucing 
stuff satisfactory for the better 
small time houses. At the half way 
mark, until when the boys are quite 
blah, the turn takes on a novel slant 
and livens up when the balance of 
the material is sold through a mi- 
crophone. With the mike on the 
stage, the voice is transmitted to 
a loud speaker on a side wall of the 
orchestra, and to nice effect. Good 
gag when used to show “How We 
Sing Over the Radio” and looks de- 
atined for plenty of lifting, though in 
small time circles only. Better 
voices not in need of electrical as- 
sistance, 


Frank Dobson Is a standard name 
but his current turn has not been 
geen before and might be new. Four 
young women stranded in a girls’ 
camp, with a man, and any kind of 
aman wanted. It takes on the sig- 
nificance of a stag skit frequently, 
growing smutty too often. A bit 
that would look rough on the Mu- 
tual wheel is that, in which Dobson 
puts on a pair of pajamas (over his 
suit, of course) and does a mixed 
comedy turn with a girl (in neg- 
ligee) in bed. Act too blue and raw 
to harbor thought of big time, and 
hasn't the talent to fit big time. 
Idea isn’t bad but the act needs re- 
vision in cast and material. That’s 
the only way Dobson will get by 
with it, if he doesn’t realize by that 
time it isn’t worth the trouble. Four 
girls in assistance are lookers and 


that’s all. 
mopped with 





Weaver Brothers 
only about 150 of the theatre's 2,500 
geats occupied. Reason for the 
darren spaces was underestimation 
im the show’s running time, last 
vaude performance not going on un- 
til 10.30 as a result. Capacity at 
9.20 but looked like supper show an 
hour later. 

Mr. and Mrs. Orville Stamm closed 
to less of an audience than the act 
preceding. This flash held the re- 
maining ones in and made them 


giad. 
“Her Father Said No,” picture. 
Organ solo by Harry L. Wagner 
was clipped to almost nothing to 
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save the needed time. 

Ruben Levine made an attractive 
job of the architecture. Theatre is 
comfortable and an eyeful, C. W. 
Cummings, manager. 





Andrew Karzas, who owns the 
North Center, is also in the Dali- 
room business. The interior of the 
North Center suggests that it was 
built with an eye on possible con- 
version to a ballroom at any min- 
ute. A mammoth main floor, a lew 
boxes, and no balcony. 

It’s a dead house in a dizzy neigh- 
borhood. Every known policy has 
been tried here, with results rang- 
ing from bad to middling. There 
has been Pan vaudeville, straight 
pictures, presentations, stage band, 
and Vitaphone. At present the 
combo is Loew vaudeville, Vita- 
phone and pictures, with this policy 
bringing in the most dough to date, 
Shows are run on a split week. 

The bill the last half was not so 
satisfactory, and business only fair. 
On the stage Athlone, singing sin- 
gle, opened by warbling four pub- 
lished numbers with good pipes and 
nice gestures. But she was lost 
from the 12th row back, due to the 
peculiar construction of the house, 
and this affected her returns. Too 
bad, because she’s a pip in looks 
and wears spicy clothes. For dumb 
acts, it’s different here, and Maurice 
and Parker had luck with their 
comedy acrobatics. They’re mem- 
bers of the great fraternity wearing 
funny clothes, powdering’ their 
faces, and getting into predicaments 
with tricks “gone wrong.” The 
laughs are still plentiful. 

Several of Lopa’s Chinese musi- 
cians have left him to form a new 
orchestra. The new outfit is work- 
ing as Eight Mandarins, and is lit- 
tle different than Lopa’s act, except 
that it hasn't the closing cooch 
dance in the original act. The eight 
Oriental musicians all play strings. 
Their program hits both classic and 
pop, with enough novelty to carry. 
The only departure is a solo by one 
of the boys, a topical number. 

Vitaphone was represented by Al- 
bert Spalding with two classical 
violin solos, and Fleeson and Bax- 
ter with the former’s travesty in- 
terpretation of “Rain.” A low cur- 
tain muffled Spalding’s pieces and 
spoiled the first part of the Fleeson- 
Baxter act before it was raised. 

Ray Turner, solo organist, had 
several original versions of a cur- 
rent hit which he put over for a 
good plug and ample returns. Tur- 
ner made no attempt to make the 
customers sing. This kind of pat- 
ronage doesn’t sing anyway. 

There is an orchestra in the pit, 
accompanying stage acts and por- 
tions of the film program. It had 
no solo position last Thursday night. 
Also included in the bill were “Mys- 
tery Club,” feature, and Interna- 
tional Newsreel. 

Plenty of entertainment here, but 
the whole thing went off on rubber 
soles. It must be the customers. 


The show at the Rialto this week 
needs nothing. It has everything 
and rates as the best current vaude 
bill in town. That goes for the big- 
time Palace, which runs second to 
the Loew house on both angles of 
comparison—that of entertainment 
and admission. 

Julian Hall cleaned up in both the 
next to closing and closing spots. 
He set himself perfect for his band 
turn with a preceding 12-minute 
mixed comedy act, with Catherine 
Dexter his partner. The band turn 
is a darb on music and versatility, 
four of thé boys doing specialties, 
and niftied so far as going to two 
encores. In all, Hall is on the stage 
for about 45 minutes, which is some- 
thing four times a day. 

Three Londons, acrobats, opened 
exceptionally well Mabel Drew, 
singing single with an accompanist 
at the piano, followed mildly. Miss 
Drew should look around for an un- 
published number, comedy one pref- 
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erably. She has a voice, is a fair 
looker and can wear clothes, but 
her present songs need a helpmate. 
A piano solo by the accompanying 
fellow was pretty bad. 

Tock and Toy, seen frequently 
around the town the past few weeks, 
were on third and held the spot in 
impressive style. Archer and Bel- 
ford, standard Loew act, stopped 
the show. Archer’s pantomime is 
first rate and, though that’s all he 
does, he doesn’t overwork it. 
Paxton, now a “mental marvel,” 
was formerly a desk clerk at the 
Sherman Hotel. That's a jump. 
Torn out pages of the current “Sat- 
evepost” are distributed in the au- 
dience, Paxton telling the exact ad- 
vertising copy on the page when the 
number is called out. Paxton has a 
spieler out front and numerous 
plants, one of whom, sitting next 
to the reporter, pulled a page out of 
his pocket. Paxton also gives the 
population, principal theatres, ho- 
tels and industries of any town of 
15,000 inhabitants or more. His 
mind-reading stuff is not as con- 
vincing as the rest. With plenty of 
advance billing Paxton would stand 
a spot in any intermediate house 
and get over just on the novelty. 
Business almost capacity at noon. 
“The Red Mill” (M-G-M), picture. 





Passion Play’s motion picture, 
“The Life of Christ,” opened at the 
Playhouse Saturday. The picture is 
in for three weeks on a rental, two 
shows daily at $1.10 top. Local 
ministerial circles are counted on 
for the draw. The film runs 96 
minutes, with an organ and Betty 
Sleven, soprano. Meyers Photoplay 
Service distributor. 





Halton Powell musical tab, 28 
people, opens April 24 for a split 
week at the Belmont and Congress 
theatres, 

L. & T.’s Pantheon, straight 
neighborhood picture house, will 
lower its scale from 35c. to 25c. The 
theatre hag been nose-diving con- 
sistently. 





Installation of the combination 
vaude-pictures policy at the L. & T. 
Belmont has been definitely set for 
April 10. 





Fred Nortman and Charles 
Fletcher, theatre owners, returned 
last week from a three-month stay 
in Florida. H. B. Miller, owner, 
Grand and Monogram theatres, is 
back from a vacation in Hot Springs. 


Louis M. Rubens, of Joliet, IIL, 
is recuperating after suffering a 
slight illness in this city. 


Jim Mullen, this town’s “Tex 
Rickard,” is defendant in a suit 
for $50,000 filed in Superior court by 
Earl Irwin, ticket speculator. Irwin 
charges Mullen with striking him 
over the head with a cane on Feb. 
24, the night of the sell-out Shade- 
Langford fight at the Coliseum. 


Wm. Canham, booking clubs out 
of the Marcus Loew western office, 
is supplying the Shriners’ weekly 
show at Medinah Temple. 


Lew West of the Diamond-Sun 
office is booking the Alhambra, 
Milwaukee, for Universal Plays 
picture house acts. 


Billy Diamond, of the Diamond- 
Sun office, has arranged to supply 
all acts for the Admiral, new north 
side house which opens April 1. 
There will be four-act bills on a 
four-split-week in effect. 

Diamond also has taken over the 
Blackstone, South Bend, Ind., with 
Ike Rose’s Midgets opening April 3 
for a full week. Following this will 
be split-week programs with four 
acts. 


This city’s 




















current mayorality 
campaign indicates an extremely 
close race between Mayor Dever 
and William Hale ‘Thompson. 
“Smart” money is riding with 
Thompson, odds-on favorite, on the 
long end. 

Thompson ts being backed at 
two-to-one and higher in theatrical 
circles, where he seems favored 
for election, 


Vv. J. Curto, local real estate 
broker, is angling for New York 
producers to take over the lease- 
holds on two theatres he intends 
building on the uptown north side. 
The theatres, seating 1,400 each, 
and an eight-story building will be 
erected on the southwest corner of 
Lawrence and Winthrop avenues. 


“The Donovan Affair” has dis- 


continued Wednesday matinees at 
the Harris. 


NEW ORLEANS 


John J. Baker is superintending 
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the placement of boy ushers in all 
of the Loew southern houses. 





Tulane closes for the season March 
26, two weeks earlier than usual. 
The house has had an excellent term 
in the matter of receipts, but shows 
in the south have been few and far 
between. 





Goldie Flynn, daughter of Mrs. 
J. A. Russell, in the chorus of the 
Fred Stone show “Criss Cross,” has 
received a contract from F. B. O. 
Miss Flynn will change her name 
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By HARDIE MEAKIN 


Belasco — Dark; next, “Loose 
Ankles.” 
National — “Trelawny of the 


Wells”; next, “Lady Do” (new mu- 
sical comedy). April 10, return 
“Ben-Hur” (film). 

Poli’s—Ames’ Gilbert and Sulli- 
van Opera Co, 

Earle—Vaude, Pcts. 
Keith—Vaude. 

Gayety—Columbia. 
Mutual—Mutual. 

Strand—Pcts., musical tab, 
Wardman Park—Dark. 

Pictures 
Columbia—-"Slide, Kelly, Slide.” 
Metropolitan—"“Sorrows of Satan.” 
Palace—"The Show” and Carnival 
week. 

Rialto — “Resurrection” (second 
week). 





operated by the 
Stanley-Crandall Co., holding the 
First National franchise, is show- 
ing its first Paramount in many 
months currently in “Sorrows of 
Satan.” 


Metropolitan, 





Ponzi Crans of Charles Dornber- 
ger’s orchestra, appearing at the 
Palace last week, was married on 
Thursday last to Yvette Mandler, 
concert pianist. Mr. Crans and his 
bride met but a few weeks ago in 
Omaha. The result was the cancel- 
lation of Miss Mandler’s tour, and 
the journey here. 





Another attempt to put over box- 
ing here folded up last week at the 
Auditorium, when the police raided 
the club. 


ATLANTIC CITY 


By VINCENT McKNIGHT 


Apollo—‘‘Spreadeagle.” 
Earle—Pop vaudeville. 
Stanley—“Monkey Talks.” 
Virginia—‘Pals in Paradise.” 
Colonial—“The General.” 
Strand—“Scarlet Letter.” 
Capitol—‘*The Wreck.” 

City Square—“Lunatic at Large.” 
Savoy—“7th Ave. and Broadway.” 








Earle theatre, playing pop vaude 
to make a play for matinee crowds, 
has reduced prices in afternoons 
with the exception of Saturday and 
Sunday to 15-30-40. 


Million Dollar Pier opens its 
spring and summer season Monday, 
April 4, with Charles Dornberger 
and his orchestra in ballroom. 
Large hippodrome will remain 
closed until latter part of May, 
when vaude will be played. 








After negotiating for over two 
months the Central theatre, one of 
the oldest picture houses in Atlantic 
City, was sold last week by S. Wil- 
liam Ford to Hiem Jacob, owner of 
the Palace,who will make extensive 
alterations. Sale price announced 
as $180,000. The acquisition of this 
theatre gives Jacob control of the 
Palace and Central in Atlantie City 
and the Plaza in Ocean City, with 
Peter D. Ryan managing director 
of all three. 





Mayor Ruffu announced last week 
the appointment of Charles Luzen- 
berg, booking agent and former 
manager of the Apollo, as amuse- 
ment censor with no salary and no 
power to interfere with any per- 
formance or put an official ban on 
any show. His duty will be to act 
as observer and take action, if any, 
through the Mayor’s office. Ap- 
pointment was made by Ruffu after 
numerous complaints had been filed 
at the city hall about. some of the 
performances here. 


BALTIMORE 


By BRAWBROOK 
Auditorium—“Loose Ankles.” 
Guild—“Tweedles” (4th and final 

week). 
Ford’s—‘“The Brush Heap.” 
Maryland—K.-A. vaudeville, 








There are three bills before the 
Maryland senate proposing Sunday 
movies after twe p. m. The bills, 
introduced by J. H. Bouse, of the 
First Legislative District, are pro- 
posed amendments to this state’s 
eighteenth century blue laws. The 
measures would authorize pictures 
and concerts, with or without a 
price of admission, but specify that 
the price of admission, shall not be 
an increase over the week-day 
scale. A similar bill, authorizing 
movies aftef three p. m. is now 
pending. 





“Yo-San,” at the Auditorium, had 
the local legit all to itself last week, 
but the b. o. wasn’t unduly taxed 
by a rush of patrons. This, in spite 
of the excellent notices the attrac- 
tion drew. 
ever, and finished gooc, *"t not suf- 


Around $15,000 reported. 














to Elinor King for the screen. 


Business built, how=- 


ficient to overcome the ight start. 


——3 
from Harry HB. La France, whom 
she married in Richmond in 1923 
Mrs. La France is the daughter of 
Mrs. Antonio Stromberg of this city 
She met La France while employed 
as a danseuse at the Strand Roof, 
New York, 





Helen Nord, in the musicalizeg 
Fay Bainter part, was highly 
praised by local critics, but was 
taken out Friday, Desiree Ellinger 
going in. 





A stage censorship bill was in« 
troduced in the Maryland legislae 
ture last week by Senator Ambrose 
J. Kennedy of Baltimore. Under 
its sweeping provisions “immorality 
and indecency” in t'-e theatres and 
in all agencies for the broadcasting 
or reproducing of sound would be 
prohibited. Suggestive gestures 
songs or conversation; nudity, pro. 
fanity and the portrayal of sex de- 
generacy would come under the 
ban. Performers would be pro- 
hibited from leaving the Stage and 
working in the aisles, seats or bal- 
conies. Tks bill, a “request” one, 
is pending. 





The Maryland M. P. T. 0. Asso- 
ciation held its annual election of 
officers recently. Herman A. Blum 
is president; William M. White. 
hurst,- vice-president; Frank yt 
Hornig, treasurer; J. Louis Rome, 
counsel, and William E. Stumpf, 
secretary. Directors are: J. W 


Bauers, Havre de 


Grace; Philip 


Miller, Annapolis, and Frank H, 
Durkee, Walter D, Pacy, Harry 
Cluster, Samuel Back and Louis 
Garman. 





A performance employing over 
100 local vocalists and dancers will 
be staged at the Maryland Casualty 
Auditorium here March 28, when 
an interpretative arrangement of 
Tschaikowsky’s Nut Cracker Suite 
will be given with ballet. The bal- 
ance of the program, sponsored by 
the Baltimore Music Club, will be 
made up exclusively of composi- 
tions by Franz C. Bornschein of the 
Peabody Conservatory faculty. Mr. 
ee also arranged the 
“Suite.” 





BUFFALO 


By SIDNEY BURTON 
Shubert-Teck—"Blossom Time.” 
Majestic—"The Outsider,” stock, 
Buffalo—‘McFadden’s Flat.” 
Hipp—“Telephone Girl,” vaude, 
Loew’s—“Music Master,” vaude. 
Lafayette — “Third Degree,” 
vaude. 

Gayety (Columbia)—Dale’s Bur- 
lesque Show. 
Garden (Mutual)—“Land of Joy.”, 


Shea’s Court Street (formerly 
K. A. vaude) has been leased by the 
Garry McGarry Players with run 
starting about April 15. The Mc- 
Garrys will leave the Majestic at 
that time, and will advertise the 
latter house for rental until its raz- 
ing some time in June, 








The current week is the 52d con- 
secutive week of the present run of 
the McGarry Players at the Majes- 
tic and also the end of the 5th sea- 
son for the same stock at that 
house. 





Shea’s Court Street, formerly K-A 
vaude, which has been dark since 
fall, is reported as a possible future 
home for the McGarry Players when 
thé Majestic is closed in May. 
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Dorothea Antel Sunshine Shoppe 
226 West 72nd Street, NEW YORK CITY 
Telephone. Susque. 5033 
Send a cheery Easter Greeting 
15 BEAUTIFUL EASTER CARDS 
All different. Nicely boxed. Postpaid 

ONE DOLLAR 
Opera Length Silk Hosiery, Lovely Spanteh 
Shawls, and a Fine Line of Vanity Fair 
Silk Underwear. 
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Mrs. Violet La France, profes- 
sional dancer, was granted a 
diyorce in a local court last week 


Est. Henry C, Miner. Inc 
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and vaudeville. i i 
q THEIR INDIVIDUALITY ! The Olympic, a downtown Stan- : 
ley-Rowland-Clark movie house, “No on r e’s t 
| will open Monday with a Vitaphone W de Sh 
. | q THEIR AR TISTRY J program, the first in the downtown > - ; 
y | section of the city. The Regent, an a Blushing Bride” 4 
wing xy + uptown house owned by the same 
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y . gram. Vitaphone bill in both houses end py the aoe time caer 
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- 0 e same chain. 1e Liberty re- 
t. } ; cently took on stage attractions in it >} 
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| GO WNS. \§| has been promoted to assistant gen- | (Oh, Yeh? Thent’ll 
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q HA TS | rope, with headquarters in Paris. | Be Over) 
} : | : 2 A guaranteed laugh - getter 
| H. L. Giles, one of Pittsburgh’s available in a single doubl 
"younger showmen, has been select- version ee 
, é 7 ifiled by the Stanley Company to be- 
a | ‘ ’ . fe 
> | CLAIRE Is Responsible for Maintaining the Clothes Standard of (J) come manager of the Davis theatre, 
| succeeding Eugene L, Connelly, who 
R J ; | last week resigned to take a place 
the Smartly Attired Gentlewoman (on the executive board of the Har- 
. ris Amusement Companies. The J k . 
appointment was announced by A. 8. ac Mills, Inc. * 
Davis, general manager of the Pitts- ° ° 
burgh division of the Stanley he Music Publishers t 
pany, which includes the interests | 148- : 
of the Rowland & Clark Corp. and | rsd vomcane é 
o~ the Harry Davis Enterprises Co. : : 
. | ‘iciuteat te eee aS Chicago Office Boston Office 
pensing e possibilities o 1eel- BILL AGA? COTY 
) ing asa big movie town, the Capitol | Weeds Thee tlds. 181 Tremene 8t. 
‘ Theatre Co. broke ground there last Randolph & D’b’rna Boston, Mass. 
; , a : . week for a $900,000 movie house to} Sis., Chicage, Ml. & 
2 te : " » seat 3,500 persons, by far larger | L 
; 4) VW est 57th Street, New y OF k than any theatre in Pittsburgh to- pe i, ay 
n ; day. Oct. 1 has been fixed as the! Continental Hotel 
i : opening day. John Papoulias los Angeles, Calif. 
ioe ~ nee ' president of the company. 
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Seems as though the bookers of 
the Orpheum program just cannot 
figure what names on their booking 
sheets mean. They possibly be- 
lieve that anything will do mixed 
any way at all for those “saps” who 
part with $1.65 a chair on the coast, 
They probably figure that the cus- 
tomers should be glad to get a look 
inside of this “Ginger bread” effect 
auditorium, gaze at what decora- 
tions there are and see who was 
“socked on the dome” for a grand 
to help along that Albee charity 
the N. V. A. However, others who 
pay for their entertainment, in- 
cluding the Variety reporter who 
let loose of $6.60 to see this par- 
ticular show figure otherwise. They 
have looked at the decorations of 
the house and even at the nice way 
it is kept up too, but they came to 
look for a variety show, Instead 
they got a flock of singing, a couple 
of flash acts of the dancing variety, 
and did not go crazy about the 
whole layout, either. 

There were two potent portions of 
the show that stood the gaff and 
probably saved the day for the 
management, Dr. Rockwell and 
Joseph Diskay (New Acts), Hun- 
garian tenor, who has been a big 
favorite lately over the radio. These 
two turns stopped the show on their 
appearances, but did not seem to 
atone for an otherwise poorly ar- 
ranged and ill-balanced show. The 
first part was the slowest running 
that this house has had in its en- 
tire career and it hag had some 
awfully slow ones, too. 

Opening was Maharana with 
Rosie, a white elephant, who goes 
through the various stunts one ex- 
pects from a pachyderm. The kick 
of the act is the placing of the 
woman's head in the mouth of the 
animal, while the latter lifts its 
human cargo from the floor. Next 
came Jeane Joyson, who, since last 
seen here, shows no improvement. 
Her routine seems flat and poorly 
selected, which was probably driven 
home to the songstress by the way 
the audience received it. “Envy,” an 
Edwin Burke sketch of jealousy 
and vanity between two women, 
proved to be one of those bunts 
which could not take the players to 
first base. 

That it pays to book radio name 
turns was proved by the appearance 
of Joseph Diskay. The mob knew 
him from his ether rep and gave 
him a great reception. Diskay had 
a routine of nifty ballads, besides 
one operatic number, which made 
him the only show-stopper of the 
first portion of the program. Clos- 
ing this section of the procession 
were Gaston and Andree, aided by 
Maura Shanley and Edna McKay in 
a series of novelty dances. Their 
routine seems to reyolve around the 
same premise for all numbers with 
the man doing the understanding 
for adagio poses. These folks have 
a great thrill in their hops and neck 
holds, but repeat them throughout 
their repertoire. A nifty and ac- 
complished team. 

Ernie Ball and Gang, held over, 
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opened the second part. The turn 
has the best INneup that Ball has as 
yet had in his vodvil career. Doctor 
Rockwell, next to closing, found the 
mob in the chairs out front a push- 
over. He just maced gag after gag 
at them and they ate ’em up. His 
announcement that he would wit- 
ness the Merediths perform their 
dance routine, glued the cash buy- 
ers to their seats and they stuck 
throughout the turn of this mixed 
duo, with Rockwell having to blow 
his whistle and tell the people to 
go home at the conclusion before 
they would stir. 

Excavators are working fast on 
the new United Artists theatre and 
they build faster—so it won't be 
long now. Ung. 





Considered collectively, the five 
acts at Pantages last week were 
extremely weak entertainment. Be- 
cause of a Tom Mix picture, “The 
Last Trail,” it was still an okay 
show, as the Fox ace is always a 
good bet for this house. Torrano 
Sisters played the saxophone and 
accordion and did not make good on 
any claim to belonging on the bill. 
They impress as fakers musically, 
and not even good fakers, and with- 
out personality to make up for it, 
their batting average was very low. 

Emily Darrell, doing her “Late for 
Rehearsal” routine, is still a neat 
comedienne. Nice act and went 
nicely. “The Lucky Stiff’ is the 
name of the third act. The cus- 
tomers didn’t think themselves very 
lucky at having to sit through this 
prolonged sermon in sketch form. 
It’s all about a rich man and a poor 
man, both envying each other—the 
rich man the laborer’s wife and 
child, and the laborer the plut’s 
swell limousine, etc. Put it all to- 
gether and it spells stage wait. 

Hall, Erminie and Brice, two girls 
and a man, next to closing, were 
not the kind of act for that spot, 
although they did well enough from 
the standpoint of gross applause. 
Dante, magician, closed. He carries 
a battalion of assistants, a couple 
of audience plants and a carload of 
props. On sheer bigness he im- 
presses, though personality, so es- 
sential to the great magician, is 
lacking. Even his diction is poor. 
He is presented by Thurston, and 
presumably doing the latter’s tricks. 
His finale, the Chinese water spec- 
tacle, with all of the stooges spurt- 
ing streams of water from various 
parts of their bodies, is a great 
flash. A rather slap-dash way of 
working hinders Dante. He did the 
sawing a woman in half trick, 
claiming to be the originator, and 
remarking that it was the most imi- 
tated illusion now before the public. 





Joseph Diskay, Hungarian tenor, 
living in Los Angeles about a year, 
will get his final naturalization 
papers this month. He opened last 
week at the Orpheum for a tour of 
the coast houses of the circuit. 





Louis Vierne, organist, Notre 
Dame Cathedral, Paris, appeared in 
recital at Hollywood High School 
auditorium March 25. It was his 
only appearance in Southern Cali- 
fornia. 





Claiming that they Americanized 
him and as aresult from an unknown 
he is a leading man at $550 a week, 
the Edward Small Company is 
bringing suit against Einar Hansen, 
Swedish actor, for alleged unpaid 
commissions. 

The agency asserts that they took 
Hansen out and bought him an 
American haircut and an American 
wardrobe and from that point on 
Hansen clicked where previously he 





under contract to the Stern Broth- 
ers, is now with Universal. 





Kay Hammond is the new fem- 
inine lead for the Morosco stock, re- 
placing Alma Tell. She will play 
opposite John Litel. 





A woman out here, Mrs. Lucy 





Preston, celebrated her 100th birth- 





was a flop. It will come to trial 
April 6. 

Virginia Gray, %-year-old child} 
actress, has been placed under con- 
tract by Universal as a result of her 
work as Little Eva in “Uncle Tom's 
Cabin.” Ethlyne Claire, formerly 


day and claims she has never seen 
a movie or been in a theatre of any 
sort, 





Joe Barton, bike act, has arrived 
in Los Angeles after a six months’ 
tour of Brazil, Argentina, Chile, 
Peru, Colombia and other South 
American countries. 





John Patrick Shanley and Joseph 
Clarence Furness, proprietors, Con- 
tinental Hotel, known to every 
vaudevillian, are doing their lobby 
over in late Italian style with 
wrought iron candelabra and what- 
not. The famous Continental gal- 
lery of vaudevillians’ photographs 
which adorns the walls of the lounge 
will not be disturbed. 





E. L. Byar, formerly of the Lyric 
theatre, Terrell, Texas, and one time 
secretary of the M. P. T. O. of 
Texas, is now in Los Angeles but 
out of the picture business, 





Bob LeWis, former treasurer of 
the Harris theatre, Chicago, is now 
secretary of the Chicago Cub base- 


ball team. He has been in charge 
of personal affairs around Los 
Angeles. 





George Jean Nathan has left Santa 
Monica, where he came to recuper- 
ate following an attack of influenza. 





An original story and continuity 
by Frederick Sagor and Pery Heath 
are the basis of Paramount's second 
“youth” picture, called “Rolled 
Stockings.” Louise Brooks and 
James Hall will be featured. 





Jack Cohn of Columbia Pictures 
has chartered the ship “Santa 
Clara” from Tom White and will 
use it in Columbia’s forthcoming 
special, “The Blood Ship.” 





Ruth M. Hennecke, in a divorce 
action filed in Superior Court, 
charges Clarence R. Hennecke, sce- 
nario writer, with intoxication and 
cruelty. The couple’ separated 
March 23, after eight years of mar- 
ried life. 





Col. Harcourt Hervey of the 160th 
Infantry of California National 
Guards, acting for Brig.-Gen. W. P. 
Story, who had an authorization 
from Governor Patterson of Oregon, 
put two bars on the shoulder of 
Buster Keaton, which made him a 
captain of the Oregon National 
Guards. 

Buster will not ride a horse, as 
he is an infantry officer, 





Fred Windemere is to direct two 
comedy dramas, being made by Joe 
Rock for Sterling Productions. 
“She’s My Baby” is the first, and 
was put into production this week 
at Universal City. Those in cast 
include Robert Agnew, Earle Wil- 
liams, Mildred Harris, Grace Car- 
lysle, Kathleen Myers, Max Asher, 
Alfonso Martel. Second picture 
which Windemere will direct is tem- 
porarily titled “Poor Fish.” 





Government officials appeared be- 

fore Federal Land Register Brain- 
erd B. Smith to object to the grant- 
ing of a patent to Alice and Mildred 
Duncan, relatives of the Duncan 
Sisters, who filed a placer mining 
claim on land which the govern- 
ment alleges is non-mineral and 
only suitable for recreation pur- 
poses, 
The Duncans named the project 
the Topsy Placer Mining Claim. 
Federal agents declared the land 
had been “worked out” long ago. 





The Trojan Glee Club, Univer- 
sity of Southern California, has 
been booked for the Boulevard. 





Leo Cherniavsky, last season with 
a Yiddish-American jazz orchestra 
in Chicago, appears at Philharmon- 
ic Auditorium April 12 with his 
brothers, Jan and Mischel. 





The Evening Express had all its 
newsboys in special John Barry- 
more hats as a tie-up with the Cri- 
terion on the opening of “The Be- 
loved Rogue.” 
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“Loyalties” has been selected by 
| Dickson Morgan as his next spe- 
cial matinee attraction at the El 
| Capitan, Morgan went to San 
| Francisco to do special advance 
work for “An American Tragedy.” 





“So This Is London”: follows 
| “‘Smilin’ Through’, at the Belmont, 
| With Beatrice Prentice and Montagu 
Shaw in the cast. 


The newly organized Theatre 
Guild of Los Angeles produces 
“Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam” in 
dramatic form as its first produc- 
tion at the Gamut Club theatre. 
The piece was done some months 
ago by the Fine Arts and Opera 
club at the Ambassador Hotel. The 








dramatization was made by Maurice 
Saltzman (lawyer). 


the Auditorium. 


‘Thomas’ 


OAKLAND, CALIF. 


By WOOD SOANES 

Berton Churchill, originat-r of 
the title role in “Allas the Deacon” 
and imported to Los Angeles for it, 
is to be the first guest star of the 
summer season at the Fulton. With 
him will come Frances Underwood, 
also of the original cast, and sev- 
eral others, according to George 
Ebey. Miss Underwood is a gradu- 
ate of Ye Liberty stock here of 
some years ago. The Churchill- 
Underwood engagement will open 
in June. 





“The Patsy” starts its 10th week 
at the Fulton Sunday, equalling the 
record-breaking flight of “The Best 
People,” established a year and a 
half ago. After “The Patsy,” “The 
Little Spitfire’ will be produced, 
also with Shirley Grey and Norman 
Field. 





Theolene Pohlsen, orchestra 
leader at the Franklin, swore to a 
warrant for the arrest of Boyd 
Braydon, promoter of “Alaskan Ad- 
ventures,” a travelogue of merit, in 
San Francisco last week. Miss 
Pohlisen said that she received a 
rubber check for $616 from Braydon 
to pay her musicians. 





The East Bay Opera Club is 
planning a production of “The Mer- 
ry Widow” for May. It’s first flight 
of the season was “The Yankee Con- 
sul,” with Harry Wood Brown in 
the pit. 





“The Merry Widow” and Rose- 
Marie” are to be produced by the 
East Bay Opera Guild, which re- 
cently did “The Yankee Consul” at 
The Guild was 
founded by Paul Steindorff, who 
died during the rehearsals of the 
last piece. Receipts were turned 
over to his estate, as he had lost 
heavily on previous attempts to es- 
tablish light and comic opera here. 





Sean O’Casey’s “June and the 
Paycock” is the attraction at the 
Berkeley Playhouse, and Augustus 
“The Witching Hour” at 
the University of California this 
week end. 





Students at Mills College pre- 
sented Euripides’ “Ephigenia in 
Tauris” at the campus theatre this 
week, and next month the Univer- 
sity of California will give as its 
Greek play “The Trojan Women.” 





“The Patsy” has passed its elghth 
week and will be kept on for 10, 
thus equalling “The Best People,” 
which broke all exésting records 
several years ago at the Fulton. 


SAN FRANCISCO 


Ben Berman, lately with Harms, 
music publishers, has resigned to 
become Pacific coast manager for 
De Sylva, Brown & Henderson. 








Charles Saiisbury, agent of “Cas- 
tles in the Air,” is ill with an attack 
of arthritis in his rooms at the Lady 
Shirley apartments. 





Hershell Stewart, first of the Har- 
old B. Franklin party to reach the 
Pacific coast, is making a survey of 
the northern division of West Coast 
Theatres, Inc, 





Kolb and Dill will close at Red- 
ding, Cal., jumping to this point 
from Reno, Nev. Lack of suitable 
bookings is given as the cause. 
These days house managers do not 
favor giving up the lease of their 
theatre for the privilege of playing 
Kolb and Dill, and the terms for 
the coast comics just about amount 
to this. Walter Rivers has been 
ahead of the show. 











Barl Burnett and Co. have bought 
the Comet, Atkins, Ark. Hickman 
& Frosco have taken over the C. of 
C. theatre, Kiowa, Okla. The Ar. 
kansas Amusement Co. has added 
the Grand and Conway theatres, 
Conway, Ark., to its string. The 
Rig theatre, Borger, Tex. has been 
opened by the Griffith Bros., who are 
also building a new 1,200-seater 
there. C. E. Lindsey (F. P.-L. staf) 
is recovering from an attack of in.« 
fluenza. The Seminole Amusement 
Co. has opened its State, Seminole, 
Ark. W. H. Dillman is building a 
new theatre at Ripley, Okla. Grif. 
fith Bros. are building a new house 
seating 2,000, in Shawnee, Okla. 
Phil Isley has opened the new Rex 
theatre, Ardmore, Okla. Jerry Jet- 
ers is acting as manager of the Isis 
and Liberty theatres (Griffith Bros.) 
in this city. The Wewoka and 
Olympic theatres, Wewoka, Okla., 
have been sold by J. L. Poole to the 
Wewoka Theatre Co. 





The Art theatre, Cordell, Okla, 
destroyed by fire Feb. 28, will be re- 
built, 





The Rialto, Fort Worth, is having 
the Vitaphone installed. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


Columbia—‘“Flesh and the Devil.” 

Biue Mouse—“The Gay Old Bird.” 

Rivoli—“The Beloved Rogue” (2d 
week). 

Pantages—Pan vaude, pictures. 

People’s—‘Tell Is to the Marines.” 

Hippodrome—‘“Her Father Said 
No,” vaude. 

Liberty—‘Casey at the Bat.” 

Broadway—‘The Demi-Bride.” 








Eddie Fitzgerald, Pantages press 
agent, ill for the past week, is back 
on the job. 





Lou Rosenberg, Portland repre- 
sentative, De Luxe Features, leaves 
soon for Los Angeles to join his 
brother, Mike Rosenberg, in the op- 
eration of a neighborhood theatre 
string. 





Henry Duffy takes over the Music 
Box theatre June 1, where he will 
put in royalty stock plays. Will 
King, who at the present, is doing 
big business at the Music Box, 
leaves May 23 for Seattle for a 
summer run at the President. 


OMAHA, NEB. 


By ARCHIE J. BALEY 
A H. Blank-Publix enterprises 
will open the Capitol, 1,000-seat 
movie house, at Newton, Ia., March 
30. New theatres are under con- 
struction in Cedar Rapids and Wae 
terloo, both Iowa. 








Arthur Frudenfeld, manager of 
the Empress and World, underwent 
a minor operation. 





Among officials at the Riviera, 
new Publix-A. H. Blank house, just 
opened, will be Frederick Schmitt, 
formerly of the Minneapolis Sym- 
phony, as orchestra director; Rob- 
ert Cuscaden, Omaha, is assistant 
director; David Flam, formerly of 
the Belmont theatre, Chicago, pub- 
licity director; Roland Stonebrook, 
Des Moines, assistant manager; Hs 
N. Morkbrite, Chicago, treasurer. 





The Community Players’ next of-¢ 
fering will be Capek’s “R. U. R.” 
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OKLAHOMA CITY 724 So. Hill St. Los Angeles 
By GEO. NOBLE —EEEe 
The Vernon theatre, Vernon, Tex., Sale or Renta! 
opens shortly. G. L. Shaw and S. D. Scene 
— sega plan a new house at Llano, Behese. 
ex. Luther Strong is now manag- ket “~ 
ing the Princess, San Antonio. P. SHINS ee 
R. Hamill and J. R. Preddy have sAngeles Papi Mach 
plans for a new theatre at Bay City, Pp - nord S tin 
Tex. William Wales is the new 935 SO Lobb. & re ih ll 
manager of the Rialto, Galveston. BROADWAY Resatelinan ” 
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“McFadden's Flats.” 
Empire—“The Music Master.” 
Regent—‘Flesh and the Devil.” 
Harvard—“Kosher Kitty Kelly.” 
Palace—“The White Black Sheep.” 





Robert W. Case, former manager, 
Warvarad theatre, new advertising 
jepartment of “The Herald,” takes 
yver the Langan (film) neighbor- 
y00d house at 1105 S. Geddes street, 
ipril 2, on a three-year lease. The 
sheatre has been operated by Leo 
Bladen. 





“The Student Prince in Heidel- 
‘yerg,” returning to Syracuse for the 
hird time Monday, opened to one of 
sne largest advances in recent years. 
George Arliss’ “Old English,” too, 
san far and away ahead of the aver- 
age Syracuse advance, and the pres- 
ent week, the last of the road sea- 
son, looms as the biggest financial 
strike of the year. The presence of 
De Wolf Hopper in the cast of “The 
Prince” helped considerably. 





Edmund C. Vadeboncouer, Sunday 
editor of “The Sunday American” 
(Hearst), will double in brass this 
summer, serving as press agent for 
the Frank Wilcox stock at the Wiet- 
ing. He was at one time on the 
house staff of the Temple here and 
later wrote vaudeville for the old 
“Telegram.” 





The Victor Lopez Hotel Syracuse 
orchestra, on the air nightiy from 
WSYR, has been engaged to furnish 
the music for Cornell University’s 
hotel for a day, the Ezra Cornell, to 
be operated at Prudence Risley Hall 
May 6 by Cornell students. 





The Potsdam Normal School Dra- 
matic Club produced “Mrs. Oakley’s 
Telephone” last week as the annual 
public offering. 





Paul H. Forster, featured organist, 
Empire (pictures), and responsible 
for the mass singing habit in this 
town, has signed a new contract 
with the Harrisons. He had been 
sought by Publix and Universal. 





Lawrence J. Carkey, district man- 
ager, Schines in Northern New York, 
takes over the house managership 
ef the Avon in Watertown, person- 
ally directing that theatre in addi- 
tion to supervising the chain. Frank 
Lapine has been appointed house 
manager of the Strand (Schine), 
Ogdensburg. 





The new Exchange theatre in 
Binghamton is being erected by 
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troupe returns to Seattle. 





Utica talent produces “The Mi- | 
kado” on April 28-29 and two weeks | 
later travels to Ilion to repeat the | 
piece. John G. Thomas is musical | 
director, with Mrs. George Palmros 
assisting. Dr. F. M. Miller, Sr., is| 
stage director, with Frank Stirling, ' 
director of The Players, in general 
charge of the production. 





The Empire orchestra augmented 
this week for “The Music Master,” 
played for a prologue arranged by 
Countess Helmy Smirniva and Rob- 
ert Koch. 





Permits were issued Friday for 
the erection of Loew’s New State, to 
cost $900,000, to the Salina-Jefferson 
Corporation, a Loew realty subsi- | 
diary. 





T. Howard Straub, former press 
agent and advertising director, 
Temple theatre here, has been placed 
in charge of the three Kallett houses 
in Rome, the Strand, Star and Fam- 
ily. Straub went down under the 
belief he was to be assistant man- 
ager and publicity man for the 
Strand. After a few days he was 
given full management of the three 
houses. The Kallett interests erect 
a fourth playhouse in Rome in the 
fall, seating 2,200, with policy of six 
cts and films. 





Frank Wilcox Company, at Wa- 
terbury, Conn., will become the 
Capitol Players at Albany, opening 
April 4, simultaneously with the 
Syracuse Newing-Wilcox Company 
stock at the Wieting. Only two.-of 
the Waterbury Company come to 
Syracuse—Wilcox himself and Hal 
Brown, character man. James 


Coots replaces Wilcox as leading 
man for the Albany run. Others in 
that company include Franklyn 


Fox, Thomas McQuillan, Eric Clav- 
ering, Stuart Beebe; Helen Spring. 
leading lady; Dorothy Bicknell, 
Adele Sinclair and Grace Fox. Mat- 
thew McHugh will be the comedian 
and Edward DaVidson stage man- 
ager. 





Kay Strozzi, leading woman of the 
Temple Players, at the Temple, will 
make her bow two weeks after the 
company opens on April 4 as the 
result of the Shuberts’ refusal to 


permit her to earlier leave “The | 
Crown Prince” in New York, it is 
said. 





Two members only of the old 
State Fair Commission will be re- 
tained in active capacities in con- 
nection with the 1927 exposition, it 
is announced by Director J. Dan 
Ackerman. They aré John H. Ca- 
hill of this city, reputed “boss” of 
the exposition, and Pierre Lorillard, 
Jr. Cahill will become superintend- 
ent of the fair, a new job, with 
great authority, while Lorillard will 
be appointed superintendent of the 
horse department. Cahill will, how- 
ever, handle the racing, leaving the 
horse show for Lorillard. 

For the first time in years all 
railroads will offer a round trip 
ticket to the fair at the usual one- 
way price. 





Jack Smith, whispering baritone, 
attracted such business to Keith's 
here last week that John J. Burnes, 
manager, is seeking to return him 
week after next, just prior to 
Smith’s departure for Europe, 
where he will play eight weeks. 





Smith is reported getting about 
$1,200 a week. On his last visit 
here, about five years ago, Smith 


is professor of foreign languages at 


| City College, if that will help him /| 
|any in his new duties. 


—— j 
For the first time in its history 
Fox's Crotona is staging an amateur 


revue with 100 local girls. Charles 
Maddock, producer, staged it. Idea 
| belongs to Milt Harris, handling 


publicity for the house. 





theatre to local real estate men. 
Leiner may build. 





Francis Brett is out as manager 
of the newly opened Mount Eden 
theatre after but one week. Differ- 
ences with the owners. 





In spite of thorough rerovations 
Harry Shapiro could not attract 
paying patronage to the New Royal 
and has closed the house. That 
probably marks its end. 





Levy and Goldstein are to build a 
2,000-seat picture house at 166th 
street and Ogden avenue in the fast- 
growing Highbridge section. Only 
picture house in that community 
at present is the Ogden. 





The pbuilding department of 
Keith-Albee: is now at work on 
plans for the rebuilding of the 
Royal by next season. It is aimed 
to close the house during the sum- 
mer, during which time the balcony 
and gallery will be torn out and one 
large balcony substituted. The stage 
will be extended further back, thus 
enlarging the house. These fixings 
together with complete re-decora- 
tion, will make the theatre prac- 
tically a new one, 





In spite of good business, the 
newly-opened Loew's Grand is dis- 
tributing large numbers of free 
passes to get more people to be- 
come acquainted with the house, 





A week after it opened the Mount 
Eden, the Consolidated Amusement 
Enterprises opened the Fleetwood, 
at 165th street and Morris avenue. 
The house, of the stadium type, 
seats 2,000, and will play pictures. 





Louis Harris, who operates a 
chain gf picture houses on Wash- 
ington Heights, among them the 
Cotham, Bunny and West End, has 
taken over the old Washington, re- 
cently reported as soon to go into a 
dramatie stock. After extensive al- 
terations H..rris will reopen the 
house with straight pictures. 





Bolte Bros., instead of the Stein- 
mans, were finally able to acquire 
the new Burke theatre, at Burke and 
White Plains avenues, and opened it 
last week with pictures. To ward 
off competition in the Williams- 
bridge section, which they now con- 
trol with the B-B and Laconia the- 
atres, the Bolte Bros. outbid the 
Steinmans, and got the house. 


NEWARK, N. J. 


By C. R. AUSTIN 


SHUBERT — “Greenwich Village 
Follies.” 





Broad—"“Abie’s Irish Rose” (4th 
week). 

Proctor’s—Vaudeville and “Held 
by the Law.” 

Loew’s State— Vaudeville and 


“Heaven on Earth.” 
Newark—Vaudeville and 
Flannels,” 
Mosque—“Orchids and Ermine” 
and vaudeville, 


“White 





played the Temple, local pop house, 
in a three act. 





Keith’s is going in strong for 
sereen players this season. The 
sixth cinema: celeb. to play here 
is Wanda Hawley, who opens on 
Thursday in “Squaring the Circle.” 
She has been preceded hy Theodore 
Roberts, William Desmond, Jean 
Acker, Beverly Bayne and Vera 
Gordon. 











Branford—“Blind Alleys” and 
vaudeville. 
Fox Terminal—‘“The Monkey 


Talks,” “Smoke Eaters” and vaude- 
ville. 
Rialto—“Resurrection” (2d week) 
and Vitaphone. 
Capitol—“God Gave Me 20 Cents” 
and “Call of the Wilderness.” 
Goodwin—“Jhe Kid Brother.” 
Miner’s Empire—“Give and Take.” 
Lyric — “Evelyn Cunningham’ 
Gang.” 
Orpheum—"“Heebie Jeebies.” 








Harry S. Gav and Mrs. Gay. pro- 





fessionally Isabe!l Worry, after a 
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In white, 
pink, black | 
Satin 


and 
patent $ ’ 
Entre $8 
ilver i 
kia $10 
Theatrical and? 
Street shocs in 5 
every style and 
description 
SEND FOR 
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vacation in this, their home town, 
have treked to Uniontown, Pa., to 
open a new stock, Gay playing leads 


ing woman. Others engaged for the 
troupe are Alice Garvin, Keith 
Walker. Edgar Jason, Harry Young, 
Edith Fisher, Neil Huntzinger. Wi!- 
Inrd Kent, Rose Dean, N. H. 
Weaver, Marion Kendall, Ruth Men- 
ken and C. D. Jackson. 


LOUISVILLE 
for the Walnut Players 


Al Jolson told a Louisville audi- 





weeks — week before Christmas, 


Holy Week and Louisville. 








audience thought it was funny. 


n i i vith h rife : ad- | 
ind directing, with his wife as lead | under the direction of Lesley Kuhn. 


Alice Munson is the new ingenue | 


ence that actors expect, three bad | 


H. R. Emde, manager of Proctor's 
has been made vice-president of th: 
Newark Theatrical Managers’ As- 
sociation. 





The Film Arts Guild of Newark 


| promises an initial program of five 
| showings. An advisory board is mad 
up of U. S. Commissioner George R 
Summer, Robt. FE. Sherwood, editor; 
Mrs. Lucile B. Dowell, writer; Max 
J. Herzberg, of Central High School: 
Dr. William Milwitsky, of West 
Side: Eugene Musgrove, of 
Side: Robert C. Ring, of the “Sun- 
|day Call,” and others. 


Raat 
4as 





The Mosque is changing from gir! 
to boy ushers. 





Newark and 
Stanlev-Fabian 


The 
| Fabian, 


Branford, 
Paterson, 


The | houses, are having cooling plants 
will ’ 


installed. Stanley-Fabian 


Harry Leiner has sold his Yorke | 








one of tige Roth chain. 





“Michael Strogoff” lasted only 
two weeks at the Capitol. It was 
booked indefinitely at very low ad- 
mission. 





“Abie’s Irish Rose” has had 
capacity for two weeks at the 
Broad and is taking all records at 
the scale. 


For the first time since the house 
was remodeled Fox Terminal is 
offering a vaudeville act (Murray 
and Irwin) in addition to double 
features. The theatre had prac- 
tically no stage and is handicapped 
in giving attractions. 


ROCHESTER, N. Y. 


By H. D. SANDERSON 
Lyceum—“Old English” first half; 
“Student Prince” underlined. 

K.-A. Temple—Vaude. 
Fay’s—Vaude and Vitaphone. 
ee Sensation” (Colum- 

” Wag 

Corinthian—“Land of Joy” 
tual). 

Victoria—Pop vaude. 

Eastman—"“Tell It to the Marines” 
(film).¢ 

Regent — “A 
(film). 

Piccadilly——“The Potters” (film). 





Mu- 


Little Journey” 





Reports here are that the an- 
nounced $2,000,000 new house proj- 
est has fallen through and _ that 
Keith-Albee is negotiating for the 
new Fennevessy house, nearing 
completion at Court street and 
Clinton avenue. 





sie announces plans to build 
a new house on the site of the old 
Loew-State theatre. 

One other new downtown vaude 
house is projected, with announce- 
ment to be made shortly. 


Bertram E. Wilson, general man- 
ager of Sea Breeze Park and Na- 
tatorium, Announces his opening 
date as May 28, Four to six free 
vaude acts daily are planned for 
an outdoor stage being erected. All 
of last season’s rides are back, with 


installation. 

Don Cragie, publicity director; 
Charlotte Boyle Clune, Natatorium 
director, and H. E. Norton man- 
aging Danceland. 





“The Scalawag,” a new .comedy, 
tried out here the last half at the 
Lyceum. The outfit is under man- 
agement of S. E. Stanton, and pro- 
duction is by Cast Productions, Inc. 
Comment was fair. 


PORTLAND, ME. 


By HAL CRAM 
Strand—"McFadden’s Flats.” 
Empire—‘“Casey at the Bat”; “The 
Music Master.” 

Jefferson—Kongo” (stock). 
Keith’s—Vaudeville, pictures. 
Portland—"Romola.” 





| 





The Jefferson Players’ revive 
“Charlie's Aunt” week April 11. 
Joseph Fox, character woman, has 
gone to another city to fill a pre- 
vious stock engagement. Aubrey 
Beattie, character man, has just 
joined the Players. 





Loew’s—“Women Love Diamonds 
—Melintyre and Heath. 

Pantages—"“Down the Stretch.” 

Regent—"“Michael Strogoff” (2d 
week). 

Hippodrome— William 
vaude. 

Uptown—“The Show.” 

Arena—Skating Club Carnival. 

Tivoli—“Mons” (2d week). 

Massey Hali—Anton Rovinsky. 


Desmond, 





Blyth Daly is leaving the Theatre 
juild of Canada stock at the Empire 
and returning to New York. Ruth 
Amos has returned from Durham, 
N. C., as leading lady of the Vangh- 

Glaser Players. She was in a 
car smash in the south. 





Ernest Dainty, former organist 
Hippodrome, Toronto (F. P.-L.), has 
been appointed musical director fo: 
Charlot’s Revue, now on tour. The 
show, which opened its Canadian 
tour in Toronto several weeks ago, 
drew poor notices and has since 
been much changed. 





Orchestra men have been in big 
demand all week. The motor show 
is going full blast and most of the 
dealers are looking for bands. 


SALT LAKE 


A bathing resort is planned at an 
abandoned oil well in the Amalga 
district, near Logan, according to 
John A. Larsen, of the Cache coun- 
ty. It is planned to build a pog) 
100 by 180 feet. It is believéd 
enough natural gas can be had from 
the well to heat and light the build. 
ngs. 








Canche County Fair Associatio 
has set the dates for the Canch 
County’ (Logan) fair for Sept. 27-2: 
University of Utah glee club, 3 
leaves for the California cities to 
in the very near future under t) 
ae of Thomas Giles, of thi 
city. 





Daisy Del Wilcox and Donnzs 
Jones are new to the Wilkes stock. 














a “Toggle” ride as the season’s new | 


Possession Immediately 
or May First 


wey 


745 Seventh Ave. 


N. E. Corner 49th St. 
Very Light 


OFFICES 


260 to 550 Sq Fe 


Some Offices have interior 
partitions already erected. 


RENTS VERY LOW 
Subway Scation in Building 


em yf erew 


Samuel A. Herzog 
299 Madison Ave. Mufray Hill 7454 
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LONG ISLAND 


10 Minutes from Lights Club. 


EASY TERMS 


THE BEST IN HOME SITES 
PROFITABLE INVESTMENTS 
QUICK TURN OVERS 


INCORPORATED 1921 


Mc GOLRICK REALTY GO, Inc. 


| 225 West 34th Street, N. Y. — Suite 1503 


| PRESENT THE BEST IN 


REAL ESTATE 


Featuring “MALVERNE” 


THE GREAT THEATRICAL CENTER : 


37 Minutes from Times Square 





Part or full time. 





WANTED—REPRESENTATIVES 


Wonderful proposition, 


See Mr. Muller, 225 W. 34th Street 
Suite 1503 or Phone Lackawanna 8946-7-8 


Large earnings. } 
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VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 30, 1927 
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BILLS NEXT WEEK 


(Continued from page 39) 
ITHACA, N. Y. Allen & Canfield 
Grand Bert Hanlon 


e Bevon & Bohn 
2d half (31-8) Harry Waiman 
Will J Ward 


(Three to fill) 


Ann Suter 
Naughton & Gold 
Reck & Rector 

A & P Gypsies 
Bussey & Case 
Fast Liberty 
2a half (31-3) 
Popita G Holbrook 
Herbert & Neeley 


NIAGARA FALLS 
Belleview 

24 half (31-3) 

Gaudsmiths 

Billy Grass 

Naida Noraine 

Powell & Phillips 

Trove & Heff 





Naynon’'s Birds NORFOLK, VA. - @ Charland 
Kody & Wilsom M’K’ESPORT. PA| or eS a 
(twe te oH) J. P. Harris 24 half (31-3) Personalities 
J’KS'’NV’'LE, FLA. 2a half (31-3) Dotson TTS 
Palace Stanley & Quintet Hyde Burrell PI SF’LD, MASS. 
Welsh Mealy & Mi! Manny King Palace 
fm! 24 half (31 3) Clair Wilmot Carl Freed 24 half (31-3) 
3 B > Creighton Carney & Pierce Mulroy McN & R Ricka@e @ Grey 
4 Roy ogers P 1 ‘ r we 
4 Lawton ee N’TH'MPT’N,MASS.| C & 5 Taye 
5 Gerald Grifia MERIDEN, Of. Calvin (Two to fill) 
! on. yore Poll 24 half (31-3) 
! JAMESTO'N, N. ¥.| 24 half (31-3) | Sailor White PLAINFIELD, N.J. 
b Opera House Livingstons Scotts & Vernon Plainfield 
: Junior Follies Salvators Scala 24 half (31-3) 
2d half (31-3) Keno Keys (Two to fill) Vanity Fair 
au 8 Senators Dave Gardner Dancing Cyciones 
: Armand Devore Emery Sis OTTAWA, CAN. onl a tawene 
Ben Hamid Tr Keith Nawahi 


MOBILE, ALA. 
Lyric 

24 half (31-3) 

Maxine Stine 

Jules Fuerst 

Naomi Glass 


David Schooler 
(One to fill) 
JER. CITY, N, J. 
State 
2d half (31-8) 


(One to fill) 


PLATTSB'RG, N.Y. 
Strand 


2a half (31-3) 
A&G Falls 


24 half (31-3) 
Malinda & Dade 
Col Jack George 
Beehee & Rubyatte 
Demar & Lester 
Sharon & Stephens 






























































Will Oakland Deleon & Davies (One to fill) Montana 
A ee cade meng P’KERSB'G, W. V.| ‘Three to All) 
MONTREAL, OAN. Smoot PORTLAND, ME. 
JOHNSTOWN, PA. Mobile ga half (31-3) Keith (28) 
Majestic 2a half (31-3) Lumm & White Clayton & Lee 
24 half (31-8) Bill Robinson 3 Twins Laura Ormsbee 

















Haynes L & K 
Lillian Roth 
Egan & Red H'ds 


Prince Toklo 
Bayets & Patsy 


PATERSON, NX. J. 





Stan Hughes Co 
Bohn & Bohn 
A C Astor 


Dance Revels 
Bob Fulgera 
(Three to fill) 














































































































; Kitku 8 Fargo & Richards 
. KINGSTON, N. Y.| Glenn & Hart Regent Gilfoyle & Lynn 
, : M'RRIST WN, W. J.} 24 bat Gia | Cee OO 
: Dae ai a Garrick Graber's Oddities | Princess Wahletka 
tend 4 e 24 half (31-8) Chilton & Thomas | Pallette Dancers 
(Three to fill) Russell & Titus Bloom & Sher Packard & Dodge 
Watkin'’s Dogs (One to fill) ne } ae 
ASTE PA.| Teddy Joyce oc Sully 
gage Aw Ward. & Dooley P’NSACOLA, FLA. | Hill & Margie 
24 half (31-8) Tulip Time Saenger (Two to fill) 
a - 
8 Sailors Lyon’s Park 2a half (31-3) PORTSMOUTH, Oo. 










































































i Ross & Mayne B’way Lights Mellormnct & W 2a half (31-8) 
) Gan'es ou) Cleveland & Dowry | pristoll & Bell Jos Davis 
% vig acon Romas Tr Dare & Yates Nixon & Sans 
LAWR’CE, MASS. | ‘Two to fill) nae me Mason & Dixon 
Empire MT. VERNON, N.Y. | PT! AMBOY, Nd. | Tumbling Clowns 











(One to fill) 


POTTSVILLE, PA. 
Hippodrome 

2d half (31-3) 
Fortunelli & C 
John Alms Co 
Princess Rajah 
Jackie Hooray 


Majestic 
24 half (31-3) 
W & V Siclen 
(Others to fill) 
PHILADELPHIA 
Allegheny 
2a half (31-3) 





2a half (31-8) 
Harry Colemaa 
Swain's Birds 
Takio 
(Two to fill) 


LOCKPORT, N,. Y¥. 
Palace 


Proctor’s 
2d half (31-3) 
Collins & Peterson 
Gintaro 
Kenny Carvett 
Claude & Marion 
Peggy Mackenzie 
Gordon & King 
























































































































































































































































































































































=! Juggling Nelson's 
Leen. “Matte | NASHWLE, TENN. | Anger & Fair (One to 14) 
Fondell Sis Princess (28) eg! & Ardine P’GHR’PSIE, N. Y. 
Al's Here Clownland Dancers — Avon 
tone a ae Alla Axiom cOne to Si) 2a half (31-3) 
- Edwards & Dean Broadway (28) Carney & Jean 
LG. BR’CH, MN. J.| Cornell Leona & Z| orconnor Sis Bert Frohman 
¥ away Clifford & Marion | ¢ garetios Miles Below Zero 
Conlin & Hamilton 
: 2d halt (31-2) eer 2% | oN (One to fill) 
* athews octor’s Cross eys , 
Going Home 2a half (31-8) 96 halt (31-8) |. 7SOVIN'CS BE 
Pavan 3 Shaw & Lee Sans & Doone Albee (28) 
Leon & Dawa Bob Fisher Jean Acker R Vintour 
Francis May Sts Count Bernivied 4 Aristocrats Driscoll & Perry 
LOUISVILLE, KY.| Billy Shone (Two to fill) G Dormonde & P 
National Worden Bros Farl Corinne Tilton 
le (28) Chas Withers Co 
N’WB’RGH, N. Y. , 
Bs 24 large (31-38) ’ Bob Larry’s Ent (One to fill) 
A Wheeler & Wheeler Academy Little Billy (4) 
+ Beth Challis 24 half (31-3) Roxy LaRocco Chevalier Bros 
ae W & G Aheara Alice Lawlor Nathano Bros Burns & Allen 
pas Richard Kean T Alexandria Shaw & Lee 
BY Mayo & Bobbe ne Please Keller & Cooney Ray Hurling Seals 
Goodrich Orch Bicknell Welch's Minstrels Lew Kelly 
Ea lst was Soe Lane & Harper (One to fill) (One to fill) 
ora Naugham 
Reed & Ray NEW HAVEN, CT. Grand 0. H. RALEIGH, N. C. 
Geo Lloyd Rev Sadness 2d half (31-3) State 
Clifford & Marion Kaufman & Carroll 24 half (31-3) 
: Dancers Clownland 24 half (31-3) Paul Dewees Romain 2 








(One to fill) 


Prince Wong 
2a half (7-10) 


Patrick & Otto 








Lillian Morton 





Roger Imhoff Frank Stafford 








x: Simamay a Money The LeReys . (One to fill) += yy A Fh 
ewe Lancaster & 
f Dixie Hamilton Keith (28) porcine ee! sere 








N. LONDON, CTP. 
Capitol 
2a half (31-3) 


56 Mounters 
(Others to fll) 





Jimmy Lucas 
(Two to fill) 
LOWELL, MASS. 

Keith (28) 
Tell Tales 








Kitaro Japs 
Stdney Grant 
Hamilton Sis & F 
Wilbur Mack Ce 
Alleen Stanley 
Jerry & Baby G’ds 


READING, PA. 
Rajah 

24 half (31-8) 

Gans & Perkins 

Theo Roberts 



































Hill & Margte ORLEANS, LA.| J © Flippen Danny's Orch 
Princess Wahleta - Pal . La Fleur & Portia | Norgan & Sheldon 
Janis & Chaplow ace (One to fill) Herberta Beeson 
Block & Sully 24 half (31-3) (4) Roscoe Art Co 
Fields & Johnson | Fred Hughes Ce Adele Verne 

Sullivan & Lewis Birch & Edge A C Astor oe RAM, oo 


Palace 


24 half (31-8) 
Cecil & Van 


Seymour & Howard 
Beverly Bayne 
Healy & Crosse 


Thomas Sis Bert Fitzgibbons 
(4) Joy Unrefined 
Glen & Hart 


Jean Miller Co 





Francie Wilson 
Herbert Cliftom 


UNION HILL, NJ. 


Kramer & Boyle 
Dare & Wahl 


SARATOGA, SP°GS 


Congress State 
24 half (31-8) 24 half (31-8) 
Pablo DeSarto Lottie Atherton 


Frank Melino Ce 
Allen & York 
(Two to fill) 


UTICA, N. Y¥. 
Galety 

24 half (31-3) 

Baker & Gray 

L & M Wilson 

Morrell & Elynor 

Green & LaFoll 


Emmy's Mad Wags 
(Three to fill) 


SAVANNAH, GA. 
Bijou 
24 half (31-3) 
Jerome & Ryan 
Wheeler & Potter 
Astell & Fontaine 
Param'nt Quintette 
Del Elwood 


m 


Basil Lewi 
SOH’N’CT’DY. N.¥.| -” _ 
Proctor’s WARREN, 0. 
2a half (31-8) Robbin’s 
Wm Desmond 24 half (31-3) 
Jim Jam Jems Sheik’s Paradise 


Tower & Darrel! 
Lemeau & Young 
(Two to fill) 


G & M Moore 
(Two to fill) 


lo 


Ruby Norton Co 
Tramp Tramp Tr’p 
3) 


(Two to fill) 
SHAMOKIN, PA. 


Capitol + name Bros 
21-8 organ & Sheldon 
POE : ° - cows Co 
° k Bush oomis 
Ne a & Garretson | Skelly & Heit Rev 
Haunted Keith's (27) 
(One to fill) : Will Fyfte 


Ss. NORWALK, CT. 
Palace 

24 half (31-8) 

Thomas Evans 

Volunteers 

For Your Approval 


Bag of Tricks 
Harry Kahne 
Nash & McIntyre 
Sawyer & Eddy 
Lean & Mayfield 
Art Henry Co 


si 


J & J McKenna Amota qa) 
(One to fill) Hamilton Sis & F 
'GF’LD, MASS,| R & D Dean 
SPR > Billy Hallen 
alace Kitaro Japs 
24 half (31-8) Jerry & Baby Gr'ds 
Les Gellis (Three to fill) 
Cardont 
Helen Carlson WASH’GTON, PA. 
Brown Derby State 
Wallace & May 24 half (31-3) 
STEUBENV’LE, 0./| Billy Sharpe 


(Others to fill) 


Capitol 
2a half (31-3) WATERBURY, CT. 
4 Choc Dandies Palace 


Jolly Juniors 
She Him & I 
Murdock & Maye 
(One to fill) 


SYRACUSE, N. Y. 


24 half (31-3) 
Jans & Wahlen 
Jack Janis 

Deno & Rochelle 


Dave & Tressie h 


© Texans 
itol Clay Crouch 
2d half (31-38) 
Jim Kilpatrick WAT’RI'WN, N.Y. 
Paul Dolan Co Palace 


(Others to fill) 
Ist half (4-6) 
Morris & Shaw 
In China 

The Andresseus 


24 half (31-3) 
Doran & Soper 
Oliver & Crangle 
J & B Lester 
F Hart Girls 


Garden of Melody (One te fill) 

Herbert Clifton 

Philsont Duncan WHEELING, W. V. 
2a half (7-10) Victoria 


P MKechnie Co 


E & M Back 24 half, (31-3) 


Buddy Walker 


Pablo De Sarte Dan Coleman 
The Faker i 
Lauren & Ladare 
TOLEDO, 0. Mack & Rossiter 
Keith's 


WILKES-BARRE, 
24 half (31-8) 


The Deliberatos Palace 
Dixie Hamilton 2a half (31-3) 
Telack & Dean Hong Kong Tr 
Lockett & Page Bond & Leon 


(Three to fill) 
WILM’GTON, DEL. 
Garrick 
34 half (31-3) 

All Girl Show 
W’NSOCKET, BR. I. 
Bijou 
24 half (31-3) 


McCarthy & Moore 
Geo Lloyd Co 
ist half (4-6) 
Stanley & Birnes 
Patricola 

R &J Velie Co 
Brooks & Rush 
Roth & Drake 
Carl Rosini Co 
24 half (7-10 


Lydia Barry 

Nat Burns 
Hadji All 
Bardelonags Morlin & Mason 


Thompson & Kemp 


Kramer & Boyle 
Torcat’s Roosters 


Kramer & Fields 


(One to fill) Oa Tour 
TORONTO, ONT. | W’'RC’ST’R, MASS. 
Hippodrome (28) Palace 


24 half (31-3) 
Alice Morley 
Mel Klee 
Wayburn's Buds 
Ferry Corwey 
Catherine St Clair 


The Seebacks 
Shields & Delaney 
Amateur Nite in L 
Jack Smith 
Keno & Green 
Willle Solar 








(Three to fill), (Others to fill) 




















- ——,| . Rell ») | RICHMOND, vA. ee Proctor’s 
a eg aoe |S Tee |i oo 
Tose Permanently —— = Mar Harlequins Haynes & Beck Spencer & Lora 
Byebrows and lashes perfected and darkened} | Skelly Heit Kelso & DeMonde | Will Manone) ne ee 
with Coloura; not affected by washing. (One to fill) Bud Snyder Pat Henning YORK, PA 
Positively: harmleen,” Buperte at. toch thope aoe Bean Red Heade York 0. H. 
em. Experts at both shops. PITTSBURGH, PA. | O'Hanlon & Z Egan Red Hea ork O. H. 
Treatment Bos wi : 
postpaid. 50e, with instructions, $1.10 Davis (28) (One to fill) (One to fill) 24 half (31-3) 
. Seire’s._26 W. 20th Ot & 34 W. 46th &.. NY. | Murray & D'gherty | ROCHESTER, N.¥.| TRENTON, N. J.| Amoros & Janet 
y gherty . 
a ea = | Steel 3 Temple Proctor’s Marimba Bd 





| Ervel & Dell 
| Daniels & Eames 
| Raymond Pike 
|} (One to fill) 
(4) 


24 half (31-3) 
Frank & Carmen 
Kramer & Fields 
Harry Holmes 
Hickey & Massart 


APG 4 





THE STANDARD ENGRAVING CO. Inc 


2° 





s West 39-91 NEW YORK | Coram 


Misses & Kisses YONKERS, N. Y. 


Martley & Pat’rson 
Billy & Ethel 
Rurdy & Fain 
YOUNGSTOWN, O. 
Kelth-Albee 
2a half (31-3) 


2d half (31-38) 
Milton Pollock 
Maxine & Bobby 
Rogers & Gamble 
Dolly Davis 
(One to fill) 





} 


TROY, N. Y¥. 
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The Hollanders 
Irving Chaney 
Raymond Wylie 
Gracella & Th'dore. 
Ann Suter 
Blue Slickers 


NEWS OF THE DAILIES 


(Continued from page 27) 


Proctor’s 
24 half (31-8) 
Marie Rialto 
Jeanette & Jazz 
Princess Wantura 








| claimed it was a heavy-riding whip 
Blackton claimed Merveaux struck 
his wife. 


A couniersuit against Merveaux 
for $50,000 damages will not go to |} 
trial. It was dismissed by the cour. 
upon the grounds that Blackton had 
not proved actual loss from the al- 











H STRICTLY UNION MADE 
AT GREATLY REDUCED PRICES 
ALSO 1,000 USED TRUNKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION 
868 Seventh Avenue, between 40th and 41st Streets, New York Citv 
SOLE scum FOR H&M TRUNKA IN THE EAST 


Hartmann, Oshkosh & Mendel Trunks 
WE DO BEPAIRING. WRITE FOR CATALOG, 
ones: ae 6197-9064 


NEW 1927 MODELS NOW ON DISPLAY 
SAMUEL NATHANS, Inc. 
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James, daughter of J. Stuart Black- 
ton, that she and her mother and 
younger sister, 
hestesses at a New Year's Eve 
party, to which the Frenchman was 
an invited guest, within a month 
after she testified he had threat- 
ened to shoot her “like I would a 
dog.” 


dence three Christmas cards which, 
he asserted, had been sent to him 
by Mrs. 


ton was read into the record. 
ascribed the whole horsewhipping 
affair to Merveaux’s dismissal from 
his' alleged position as chauffeur 
for reckless driving. 
she had discharged him in the eve- 
ning and that in the morning fol- 


choked her. 


had been approached six months 
after the horsewhipping by Mer- 
veaux, who offered to settle every- 
thing for $500. 


of the defense counsel Monday, with 
the statement that Demerveaux had 
not yet been afforded an opportunity 
to tell a connected story of his ver- 


lowed the fencing master to testify. 


entered his bedroom while he was 
in his pajamas. 
ing a big, she demanded where he 
was going and why. 
master replied that the only honor- 
able thing for him to do was to 
leave, 
flew into a fury and attacked and 
slapped him. 
then put her out of the room, hut 
denies choking her. 


Blackton came to his room and 
horsewhipped him. 


i inquired into by attorney for 
the 
blocked until 
can secure an alienist to testify on 


ame Schumann-Heink, is to produce 
a series of eight feature length pic- 
tures. 
pendent market. 


and charged with assault and bat- 
tery on complaint of his wife, Fan 
Woodruff, screen actress. 
leged he came to her home and beat 
her with his fists. 


her, Virginia Hearst, picture actress, 
who has been known in Hollywood 
as Lady Diana Bathhurst, was freed 
of charges of grand larceny by Mu- 
nicipal Court Judge McCoy. 


were made by Louise Fletcher and 
Sloughten Fletcher, 
whom failed to appear and testify . 


John Griffith Wray, picture director, 
upon his wife who is suing him for 
divorce, is said to amount to $150,- 
000 in cash, bonds and real estate. 
Mrs. Wray charges extreme and in- 
human conduct. 
absented himself from home for long 
periods, refusing to explain where 
he had been or what he had been 
doing. She is ill as a result of her 
married misery, 
couple were married in 1915 and 
have no children. 


Viviet, had been 


Merveaux also introduced as evi- 


Blackton. A _ deposition 
ade in New York by Mrs. = 
e 


She stated 


wing he had rushed at her and 


Blackton also testified that he 


Judge Gates overruled objections 


on of the horsewhipping, and al- 
The latter alleged Mrs. Blackton 
Seeing him pack- 
The fencing 


He alleged she thereupon 


Demerveaux says he 


Later, Demerveaux charged, 


Efforts to have Demerveaux’s 


defense were temporarily 


the fencing master 


is behalf. 


F. Schumann-Heink, son of Mad- 
To be released on the inde- 
George Abramson, 26, was arrested 


She al- 


With complaining witnesses fail- 
ng to appear and testify against 


Charges against Lady Bathhurst 


Jr., both of 





A property settlement made by 


She alleges Wray 


is claimed. The 


is here with Fred Mayer, managing 
director of the Alhambra, as mas. 
ter of ceremonies. Curtain up og 
an aritist’s studio, with the big 
white skylight left under which an 
orchestra of 16, all in artist garb, 
are seated. At the rear is a huge 
picture, 
Meyers walks on in tuxedo to ine 
troduce Sol Shapiro, orchestra con. 
ductor, 
opening selection. 


did big. 


f 


i 





Lita Grey Chaplin will not ask 
new alimony from Charlie Chaplin 
until April 18, last day of grace al- 
lowed the comedian under the law. 
Meanwhile her lawyers have pre- 
pared an amended divorce complaint 
eorrecting technical errors in the 
first bill. 


PRESENTATIONS 


(Continued from page 24) 


school, did not put the effort and 
fire into his vocal endeavors ex- 
pected of the role. Irene Kelly as 
Josephine was a miss throughout, 
with Robert Duncan as the cap- 
tain; Chas. Beauchamp as Ralph 
and Richard Beall as Dead-Eye 
Dick, no better. A chorus of seven 
feminine voices was audible half- 
way back but seemed to drown out 





the male ensemble. The’ tight 
dancing girls, tutored by George 
Cunningham, drew more _ favor 


from the audience 
ists. 

Setting fair and 
in keeping with 
entation. 

Little more money 
this one would have made it a fine 
box office aid for “Yankee Clipper,” 
screen feature. 


inexpensive but 








leged injuries to his wife and only 
| upon proof of the loss of Mrs. Black- 
| ton's time or services could he be | 
| owerees a money verdict. 
| Merveaux’s lawyer scored a point 
| in Friday’s tilt when he obtained an | 

















‘admission from Mra. 


Ung. 
'PROLOG TO 4TH COMMAND- 
MENT” (7) 
20 Mins.; Full Stage 
Alhambra, Milwaukee 


A novel way of 


balance of pres- | 


laughs, 


style. 
All Depends on You” for his bale 
lad contribution, 


——_—=3 


likeness of Mary Carr, 


who leads band through 


Meyers next introduces Lew 


Keense, Paul Ash colored dancer, 
clever with his soft shoe. Meyer 
also introduced Nora Schiller, an- 
other Paul Ash pupil, who sang twe 
blues numbers and gave 
Florence Koelben, acrobatic dancer, 


way to 


Meyer next conducted the orches- 


SCRANTON, PA. “I don’t remember,” was the | tra himself. As the stage darkened 

Poll WASH’GTON, D.C.) answer made by Mrs. Gardner| qvag Hayden, balladist, sang 

ea half (31-3) Earle (27) es hag Phage pn F a “Mother.” The spot faded on the 
Cahill & Wells Miss Agniel wap Sm Se Baa of wareeg We suse second chorus, lights goin 

John R Gordon Roxy La Rocca her home when she worked late at , going up on 

Sheldon Bently Billie Regay Co the studio. the picture at the back showing 


Frances King, model, as a living 
mother of the film, while an elece 
tric flasher above the picture lit, 
inscribed with “Honor Thy Father 
and Thy Mother.” As the song died 
out scrim came down and the pice 
ture started with the band playing 
behind, giving it a Vitaphone effect, 


Well staged, good artists, and 
Herb. 





PHIL BAKER (1) 

“Beau Jest” (Accordion-Comedian) 
12 Mins.; One 

Fox’s, Philadelphia 


Phil Baker has rejoined “A Night 


in Spain” in Pittsburgh this week, 
Last week he was at Fox's, Phila- 
delphia, 
stanza at $2,000 for the 
tough break for Baker only to the 
extent he has one of those 35-out- 
of-52-week Shubert contracts toe 


second 
week, a 


holding over a 


ulfill. 
Baker is an ideal picture house 


act, smooth, dapper, clean and 
chockful of genuine merit and en- 
tertainment. 


With the ever-reliable Sid Sil- 


vers wise-cracking from a stage 
box (Phil, 
some 
Baker chalks up a huge laugh score 


give that Silvers boy 


billing—he deserves it!), 


n short order without much stall- 


ing. 


Silvers garners most of the 
Baker foiling for the 
‘plant” but pacing the act in great 
Silvers also whams over “It 


Too bad about Baker and that 


Shubert contract. He could stay 
in pictures ad infinitum. What 4 
corking Paul Ash possibility, also! 


That wheeze about not using 


Violet’ in his bath because he didn’t 
know her phone number 
“Gay Paree’ and puts the sin in 
cinema house entertainment. 
not needed. 


is very 


It’s 
Abel. 











than the vocal- | 


| 
| 


expended on | 





presenting the | 
Gardner Faul Ash system of entertainment |} 


Need Comedy Material? 
Stephen G. Champlin 


Writes Comedy Acts 
Have written successes for Harry Hole 
man, Valerie Bergere, Tom P. Jackson, 
Regal and Mack, Harry Beresford, Mce 
Carren and Mantica, the late Nat 
Wills and many others. 


Address GREENPOINT THEATRE, 
Brookiyn, N. ¥. Phone Greenpoint 2702. 









LEARN DANCING From A KNOWN DANCER 


















Bryant 6542 “Acrobatics”’ 
Rehearss! “Ballet” and 
Hall “Tap” 






Staged. 
Routines Set. 


Lessons 
One Dollar} 












PHOTOGRAPH REPRODUCTIONS 
$10.00 PER 100; SIZE 8x 10 
ONE POSE 


STERN PHOTO C0., Inc. 


130 West 50th Street, 
NEW YORK CITY 


Phone CIRCLE 9622 
QUICK, EFFICIENT SERVICE 





SCENERY STUDIO 
REHEARSAL HALLS 


Drop Curtains in Silk, Velvet ané 
Painted Satcen 


W. H. BUMPUS, INC. 


224 West 46th St., New York 
Chickering 3357 

















Street 
Shoes 


Theatri-al 
Shoes 


Barney's Slinner Salon 
233 West 42nd S'reet 


Producttons Ou‘fitted at Shor’ * otice 
SEND FOR CATALOUUEB 
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HOTELS FOR SHOW PEOPLE 


Xe 


OD eee: 








NEW YORK CITY 


Phone: Garant 1228-28 


2 and Up Double 
Hot and Coid Water and 
Telephone ip Bach Room, 
102 WEST 44th STREET 
(in ‘he Heart of Nev York) 
$3 and Up Singie 
14 and Up Double 
Shower Baths, Hot ana Colé 
Water and Telephone. 
Electric fan in each room. 


264-268 WEST 46th STREET 


NEW YORK CITY 
Phone: Lackawanna 699@-) 
Opposite N. V. A 








Ee HOTEL HUDSON 
. and Up Single 


SPECIAL RATES TO 
PROFESSION ! 
Single Rooms, $12 weekly 
Double Rooms, $15 weekly 


Full Hotei Service 


NORMANDIE HOTEL 


38th St. and Broadway, New York 


DOUBLE ROOM WITH SH 


Wabash at Van Buren 
SINGLE ROOM WITH BATH, $2.00, $2.50 and $3.00 PER DAY 


OWER, $17.50 PER WEEK 


LEONARD HICKS, Managing Director 


HOTEL LORRAINE CHICAGO 


DOUBLE ROOM WITH TUB BATH, $21.00 PER WEEK 
TWIN BEDS, BATH, $28.00 PER WEEK 


FRED J. 


BUTZ, Kesident Manager 








- GRAND OPENING ‘CROWNED WITH GLORIOUS SUCCESS 


THANKS TO MY 


MANY FRIENDS 


—NEwW— 


IN THE THEATRICAL 


BUSINESS 


HOTEL KILKEARY, PITTSBURGH 


131-133 NINTH STREET, AT Pann AVENUE 


100 ROOMS—!00 SHOWERS — TuBSs 
SINGLE ROOM, $2.00 PER DA 
DOUBLE ROOM, $3.00 AND $4.00 


SeSTsetS RGH’S FINEST AND MOST MODERN THEATRICAL 
THE HEART OF THE 


HOTEL 
THEATRICAL DISTRICT 


ABSOLUTELY FIREPROOF 
STEEL ARTISTIC FURNITURE 
JOS. F. KILKEARY, PROP. 











IRVINGTON HALL 


355 West 5ist Street 
6640 Circle 


HILDONA 


1-2-3-4-room apartments. 
phone, kitchen, kitchenette. 


The largest maintainer of ho 


the theatrical district. All fireproof 
Address all communications to 


Apartments can be seen eveni 





350 H OUSEKEEPING "APARTMEN TS 


341-347 West 45th Street. 
Eac 


$18.00 UP WEEKLY—$70.00 UP MONTHLY 


directly under the supervision of the owner. 


CHARLES TENENBAUM 
Principal office: Hildona Court, 341 West 45th Street, New York 


HENRI COURT 


312 West 48th Street 
3830 Longacre 





COURT 


h apartment with private bath, 


usekeeping furnished apartments 
Located in the center af 
buildings. 





ngs. Office in each building. 








PALACE HOTEL 
132 West 45th St., N. Y. C. 


Phone Bryant 0816 
High Class Family Theatrical Hotel 








Rooms $14.00 Up 


Newly Furnished 





Every Convenience 











LETTERS 


When Sending for Mall te 
VARIETY, addrese Mail Clerk. 


ADVERTISING af 
OIRCULAR LETTERS WI NoTr 
BE ADVERTISED 


LETTERS ADVERTISED I 
ONE ISSUE ONLY 





3560 Longacre 


Single Rooms 


> ae up 
Hot and Cold Water 1 7-50 


Double Rooms, 
Hot and Cold Water 





Hotel Claridge 


BROADWAY AT 44TH ST., NEW YORK 


AN ADDRESS TO BE PROUD OF 
THE HOME OF THE PROFESSIONALS 
LARGEST ROOMS IN THE CITY 


Running $22 50"" Double Room, $28 
y ? Private Bath 


Single Room, 


cg Room, Priva $4 50% 
"$30" 




















a we 





MRS. A. LEVEY 
Prop. 


Between 46th and 47th Streets 
Strictly Prof 


THE ADELAIDE 


NOW ONDEK NEW MANAGEMENT ME. MORRISON 


754-756 EIGHTH AVENUE 


One Block West of ae 


Two, Three. Four and Five-Heom Dasuieee Apartments, $8 
‘essioaal. 


Up 
hones: Monee 3160-3161 


'YANDIS COURT _ 


241 West 43rd Street, New York City 
Furnished Apartments of the Better Kind 
1-3-4 ROOMS WITH KITCHENETTE. FRESHLY DECORATED AND FURNISHED 
NOW OWNED BY LOU HOLTZ 

















JOHN R. AT COLUMBIA 
CITY’S NEWEST POPULAR P 


Surprising rates: $9, $10 and $10.50 week! 
Box Spring Beds Throughout 


HOTEL F AIRBAIRN—DETROIT 


“A HOME AWAY FROM HOME” 


450 FIREPROOF ROOMS 
RICED DOWNTOWN HOTEL 


y Single & twins, with bath, $16 & $18 
Every Convenience 














Aten Donald Marx Leo 


McAlpine Liza 


Ballew Mr McGuiness Bert 
Bessette Chas Mohamed HaSan 
Bowden, Harold Montambo N 
Brodsky Ruth Morgan A 
Brown Art 

Burke Joe Nugent Elliot 
Carlton Mr O'Neill Betty 
Clarke Bob 

Clifford P Phillips Norman 


Coffman & Carroll 
Corbett. Jack 
Cosbin & Collins 


Potter Andy 


Ramsey May 


Currier C Randal! Earl 
Roth A 

Guss Fred Russel! Maybelle 

Hall Reid Samuels Rae 

Harrington Frank | Schultz Kathleen 

Herbert Sam Shapiro Elliot 

Hook Ethel Sigman Robert 


Stahler H 
Stramese Gillie 


Howard Walter 


Johnson Arthur 
Tagress Jerry 
Thomas Eva 
Thomas June 
Trombla C 


Kern Robert 
Kuhn Chas 
Laazallaer O 

La Masson Celeste 
Lane T & D 

La Rue Ethel 
Lioyds Riding 


Underwood Doris 


Valentine Carl 
Vaughp Fred 


Warnock Frank 
White Ida 


OFFICE 


Karmine Geo 
Kennedy Ethel 


Marr Sis 
Martin Lucien 
Martinchick Ed 


CHICAGO 


Alexander Geo 
Ayer Grace 


Beban Geo 

Birks Bev 

Briggs Millard 
Burn'fl & J’sephine 


Lange Howard 
Link Bill 
Luzon Mille 


Milme Gwen B 


Cathro J 
Cooper Joyce Newman Will 
Cox Flo 


Nielson Anabel 


Daniel Maude 
Dorans Dancing 
Driscoll Edna 


Oliver Belle 


Phelps Cecll 
Pymm Fred 
Edwards David 


Em’rson & B’ldwin | Ramsey E 
Riley Joe 
Florg Paul Robyn Wm 


Ford Geo Runyon Glen 


Steinback Brune 
Stepping High Co 


Garland Harry 
Gibson & Betty 
Gifford Wm 

Taschette Louise 
Hamilton Chas 


Hertz Lilly Weston Cecile 


Hogan & Stanley White Bob 
Howard Tom White Pierre 
Wright Geo 





June Dawn 


NEW ENGLAND 


The new Allyn theatre in Hart- 
ford will open April 18 with films, 
vaude (Amalgamated), and orches- 
tra of 10 pieces. Seats 1,235 on 





main floor, 774 balcony, and 147 
loges. Owners are Robert J. Allyn 
and Col. Clarence W. Seymour. 


William D. Arcough, manager. 





The dates of the Rockville, Conn., 
fair have been changed to August 
29-Sept. 1. 





The Commonwealth Repertory 
Players at Northampton, Mass., who 





FRONT SUITE OF TWO LARGE 
ROOMS—PRIVATE BATH 


Two $2500 PER 


PERSONS WEEK 
Hotel America 





149 WEST 47TH ST., N. ¥. C. 
Phone: 0094 Bryant 











Phone: LONGACRE 10244 6805 


THE BERT 


COMPLETE FOR HOUSEKEEPING. 


323-325 West 43rd Street 


Private Bath. 3-4 Rooms. Catering 


GEO. P. SCHNEIDER. Prop. 
ij A FURNISHED 
APARTMENTS 

NEW YORK CITY 


CLEAN AND AIRY 
to the comfort and convenience of 


the profession. 


STEAM HEAT AND ELECTRIC 


LIGHT «© @ # #» = $15.00 UP 














entered into a “no profit-no pay” 
arrangement with the city, made 
their salaries and $1,056 profit for 
the city, according to a report on 
six plays submitted to the trustees 
and the company will remain three 
weeks longer instead of two as orig- 
inally *scheduled. 





The Strand, Pittsfield, Mass., will 
have a new organ and dressing 
rooms installed to allow presenta- 
tions. 





The lease on Riverside park, one 
of the largest resorts in western 
Massachusetts, has been extended 
five years to the William J. Cook 
Amusement Co. 





J. Russell Penniman, formerly 
pianist at a Boston theatre, is now 
pianist at the Strand _ theatre, 
Quincy, Mass. 





New Hampshire has indicated its 
intention of taking its place beside 
Maine and Massachusetts by erect- 
ing a New Hampshire building in 
the Eastern States Exposition 
grounds, West Syringfield, Mass. 


SEATTLE 


By DAVE TREPP 
Metropolitan—"“The Arabian.” 





President— “Alias the Deacon 
(stock). 

Orpheum—Vaude. 

Pantages — “Ankles Preferred,” 
vaude. 

Fifth Avenue — “Slide, Kelly 
Slide” (film). 

Coliseum—“Faust” (film). 

Columbia—‘Held by the Law” 


(film). 

United Artists — “McFadden’'s 
Flats” (2nd week; film). 

Blue Mouse—“Don Juan” and 


Vita (2nd week). 
Winter Garden—“Birth of a Na- 
tion” (film). 





Ackerman-Harris shows are now 
being booked into Famous Players, 


Canadian Corporation, Ltd., houses 
in Moose Jaw (Capital theatre) 
and Regina, split week. The other 
half is Edward J. Fisher attrac- 





tions. Fisher is also booking A-H 
acts. 
Duffy Players will open at the 


Music Box, Portland, Ore., May 23. 


be back as leading man, with Dul- 
cie Cooper, former leading lady, 
also back. Duffy shows now in 
84th week at the President, which 
is a big run for stock in Seattle. 
Bill Townsend has joined, succeed- 
ing Willard Foster as character 
man, 





Famous Players (Canadian) has 
purchased the Langler string of 
suburban houses in British Colum- 
bia towns. There are 15 houses in 
the deal. F. P. is said to have 40 
per cent interest. 





John Hamrick has a five-year 
franchise for Vitaphone in Seattle, 
Tacoma and Portland. He will 
open this week in Portland. 





S. R. Wieder has come up from 
Portland to manage the local 
Remick music store. 





George Lipschultz, director and 
violinist at the Fifth Avenue the- 
ater, has just recorded for Colum- 
bia here. Doug Richardson, singer, 
and Jackie Souders Orchestra are 
other local musicians who recently 
made records for Columbia. 


MONTREAL 


There were 21,617,381 people who 
attended Montreal theatres in 1926, 
according to figures given out. 








Known to thousands of theatrical 
folk on circuit as their home while 
in Montreal, the Argyle Apart- 
ments, on Mansfield street, are now 
in course of demolition. 





The opening of the 12th theatre 
in the United Amusement Co’s 
chain here took place Saturday, 
when the Rosemount, in the north- 
east end, opened. Seats 1,400, with 
20-30c. admission. First run of 
“The Perch of Devil,” Universal. 
House will be a neghborhood sec- 
ond run. 





The Assocation of Cinemas and 
Theatres of the Province of Quebec 
held its annual meeting here. D. 
Bouchard, of St. Hyacinthe, elected 
president; H. W. Conover, Imperial, 
Montreal, vice-president; J. Cardi- 
nal, Montreal, second vice-presi- 
dent; A. Moisan, Quebec, secretary; 
B. M. Garfield, Montreal, treasurer, 
and following directors: R. L. Val- 





Will King will come to the Presi- 
dent here. P. Howard Miller will 


lee, Sherbrooke: A. J. 
Three Rivers; D. Paquin, 


B. Robert, 
Hull; B. 





—— = 


MANSFIELD HALL 


THE BEST VALUE 
IN TIMES SQUARE 


SINGLE DOUB 
$10.00 UP $12.00 ‘Up 


Our Best Front Rooms, $16.00 
226 W. Soth St., New York. Phone 8170 Circle 

















all 


GARFIELD HOTEL 


CINCINNATI, OHIO 
Special Rate to Profession 
Broadcasting 
Station WFBE, Cincinnati 














RUANO APARTMENTS 
800 Eighth Ave. (49th St.) 


CHICKERING 3550 
2-8 Rooms, Bath and Kitchenette. Ac- 
commodate 3-5 Persons. Complete Hotel 
service. Professional Kates. 
Under New Management 
YATEMAN C, ALLEY, Supt. 





A. Burpee, St. John’s; Dr. Guibord, 
Grand ’Mere; J. A. Paquet, Quebec; 
©. aes Lalonde, Drummondville; H. 
S. Dahn, Capitol, Montreal; F. J. 
Shields, Montreal, and M. Dunning, 
Verdun. 


SOUTHERN TIER, N. Y. 


By PAUL M. WILDRICK 
Will Rogers has been booked for 
Oneonta on May 16. The Oneonta 
American Legion is sponsoring his 
appearance, 








Harry Davenport, the old time 
actor, has established a stock com- 
pany in Canton, Pa., which is play- 
ing in nearby cities and villages, 

John Zanft of New York, recently 
or as a member of the 


of Visitors of the Elmira State Re- 
formatory. Mr. Zanft made known 
as his reason the fact that his the- 
atrical enterprises make it neces- 


sary for him to travel a great deal 
and be absent from meetings of the 
board, 





The Schine Theatres, Inc., have 
smoothed the theatre controversy in 
Bath by offering to show two pic- 
tures a week at the State Soldiers’ 
Home. The Soldiers’ Home was or- 


dered to stop charging admission 
to the public. It is believed that 
the Schine interests brought condi- 


tions to the attention of officials, 
feeling that by giving shows to sol- 
diers only it would necessitate civil- 
jians attending the local Schine 
house, 


The Millerites, the I. Miller social 


organization, held its annual beef- 





steak at the Hotel Commodore 
Sunday night. It was attended by 
about 250 of the Miller shoe or- 


ganization’s staff and friends, 


3oard | ~— 


HOTEL ELK % 


205 West 53d St., Cor. 7th Ave. 
NEW YORK CITY 
SINGLE, $10; WITH BATH, $14 


DOUBLE, $3 EXTRA 
Modernly Furnished: Transients, $2 





a TELEPHONE: CIRCLE 0210 £ 











THE DUPLEX 
Housekeeping Furnished Apartments 
330 West 43rd Street, New York 

MRS. K. SEAMAN, Mer. 
Longacre 7132 


Three and four rooms with bath, 
complete kitchen. Modern in every 
particular. Will accommodate four 
or more adults. 


$12.00 UP WEEKLY 


AGAINST “PEACHES” — 


(Continued from page 1) 
Rainbo Garden, uptown cabaret, 
here, April 12 at $2,500 a week. 
Bill Parent, local agent, arranged 
the booking. 

It will be “Peaches’” first try at 
show business, a split week on the 
stand at White Plains excluded. 
Alderman Donald McKinlay has 
petitioned the City Council to forbid 
Peaches’ appearance in this city. 











“Peaches” Browning was peddled 
around the various New York 
booking offices last week with no 
takers, 






































“and be assured of recetving thé 
best materials properly blended. 
SOLD EVERYWHERE 
Manufactured by 


| Stein Cosmetic Co., N. ¥. 
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Sam, The Old Accordion Man 


‘NOVELTY FOX TROT SONG 








Words and Music by 


WALTER DONALDSON 
Aliegro Moderato 


the eld- ad- cord-i - on 
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round,He plays those ‘chords 





like no - bod-y 








4 
Folks have to i . quearee 
They all sa. lam him For - in them glad. _2._. 
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He dont play  mel- 0 - dies _— Just plays blues har-mon - ies —_ 
When he plays... what he plays Let me say. that he playa. 
























He just plays 








— 4 4 4, 4... 4 a. 4. tae — { 
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Gust like oo - bod-y ev. er had. 
Just like 20 oth. er mas. ter can, 
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